
2016 ASA Department Chairs 
Conference 

Mini-Session I 
A Primer on ASA Resources and Initiatives 

for Department Chairs  



Is there a program for 
undergraduates at the ASA 

meetings?  



Deadline: February 15 



We want to acknowledge a few 
students who have  
done great work.  

 
Does ASA have anything cool we 

could give them? 





How else does ASA  
engage students? 



• Undergraduates  
– Independent Variable – quarterly newsletter for 

undergraduates in Department Affiliates. 
 

• Graduate Students 
– Free student membership to first-year graduate students 

in Department Affiliates.   
– New PhD graduates also receive free membership for one 

year.   
 

• Both 
– Student forum: listserv, newsletter, elected advisory board. 

 
 



We’d love to bring a prominent 
sociologist to campus as  

a guest speaker.   
 

Can ASA help defray the cost? 





Does ASA have any funds that 
could support other department 

activities?  



Deadlines: June 15, December 15 

Deadline: February 15 

Deadline: February 1 



Does ASA have any guidance on 
how we should evaluate a prolific 

blogger in our department for P&T? 





The dean says we need to develop a 
unique department mission and 

focused goals.  
 

Can ASA help?  





Our administrator is asking for data 
on trends in sociology.  

 
I just don’t have time to  
dig it up… can ASA help? 









Can ASA help us get our faculty 
members’ research  
into the public eye? 





Does ASA ever recognize 
outstanding departments? 



“Individuals, departments, schools, or other collective 
actors are eligible.”  
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