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Comments from
the Chair

Douglas

Heckathorn

It is a pleasure once again to serve as
Chair of the Mathematical Sociology
Section. | occupied this role exactly a
decade ago, and the changes in the
field have been profound. One
change involves the emergence dur-
ing the last few years of “Big Data” as
a focus of concern. The analyses in-
clude models of network architec-
ture, network diffusion, and network
dynamics. A more recent change is
the emergence of studies of “Small
Data.” In sociology, this involves stud-
ies of hidden populations via network
sampling. Like the studies of big data,
the study of small data is interdiscipli-

nary; for example, in 2012, the Amer-

Fall 2015/2016

ican Statistical Association held a
conference on “Methods for Sur-
veying and Enumerating Hard-to-
Reach Populations,” and the Na-
tional Cancer Institute is currently
organizing a conference on small
data titled, “Small Is Essential:
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Importance of Subpopulation Re-
search in Cancer Control.” (See
American Journal of Public Health,
2015). Like the studies of big data, the
analyses of small data include models
of network architecture, diffusion,

and dynamics.

A welcome form of continuity is the
continued collaboration with Japa-
nese mathematical sociologists. Be-

fore next August’s ASA meetings,

"The Sixth Joint Japan-US Conference
on Mathematical Sociology and Ra-
tional Choice" will be held. My hope
is that as many of you as possible will
attend. As more information on the
conference becomes available, | will

send it along.

The section’s sessions for next Au-
gust’s meetings will involve a small
change. As previously, our section’s

paper session will be an open ses-

sion. But a difference is that the busi-
ness meeting will be preceded by a
one-hour awards ceremony at which
the section’s four awards will be pre-
sented by the chairs of the award
committees, and during which the
recipients will have the opportunity to
describe their award-winning work. |

look forward to seeing you there.

Shank, Daniel B., Yoshihisa Kashima, Saam Saber, Thomas Gale, and Michael Kirley. 2015. “Dilemma of
Dilemmas: How Collective and Individual Perspectives Can Clarify the Size Dilemma in Voluntary Linear
Public Goods Dilemmas.” PLoS ONE 10(3): e0120379.
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Best Article in Mathematical Sociology
Chair: Amir Goldberg

Elizabeth E. Bruch

“How population structure shapes neighborhood segrega-
tion.” 2014. American Journal of Sociology 119(5): 1221

Outstanding Graduate Student Paper
Award

Chair: James Montgomery

Andrei Boutyline

University of California

“Detecting Shared Cultural Schemas with Correlational
Class Analysis: Theory and Methodology.”

Outstanding Dissertation in Progress
Award

Chair: Matthew Salganik

Jacob C. Fisher

Duke University
“Latent space and social psychological models of
diffusion.”
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Getting te Hnow -
Our Award Winners

-

Andrei Boutyline
University of California, Berkeley
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Jake Fisher

Duke University
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Annual Report for the Mathematical

Sociology Section

For membership year 2014-2015
Prepared by Phil Bonacich, Past Chair

Section Governance

Committees were appointed and successfully conducted their business.
Committee on Nominations: Entire Council

Harrison White Outstanding Book Award: Chair, Noah Friedkin

Committee for Best Article in Mathematical Sociology: Chair Amir Goldberg
Committee for Graduate Student Paper Award: Chair, James Montgomery

Committee for Outstanding Dissertation in Progress Award: Chair, Matthew Salganik

Business Meeting
42 people attended

AGENDA OF MATHEMATICAL SOCIOLOGY BUSINESS MEETING:
Discussion of our relation with proposed new section on “Analytical Sociology”

Discussion of budget, led by John Skvoretz, Treasurer. Decision is made not to increase award for student dissertation
but to let the fund grow.

Harrison White Outstanding Book Award Committee; This year, no award.

Outstanding Article Publication Award: Elizabeth Bruch, Sociology, Complex Systems, & Population Studies, University
of Michigan for "How population structure shapes neighborhood segregation." AJS; American Journal of Sociolo-
gy 119, no. 5 (2014): 1221.

Graduate student Paper Award: Andrei Boutyline, University of California, Berkeley, “Detecting Shared Cultural Sche-
mas with Correlational Class Analysis: Theory and Methodology."

Outstanding Dissertation in Progress Award: Jacob C. Fisher, Duke University, Department of Sociology, "Latent space
and social psychological models of diffusion."

Report on Newsletter, Pamela Emanuelson, Newsletter Editor
Report Regarding Website: Matthew Brashers
Welcoming of Douglas Heckathorn as the new Chair

Coleman Career Achievement talk, Phillip Bonacich, “Dynamic Models for Eigenvector Centrality: The True, the false,
and the Ugly.”
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Section Council Meeting

Members Present: Phillip Bonacich (Chair), Jane sell (Past Chair), Douglas Heckathorn (Chair-Elect), Pamela Emanuelson
(Newsletter Editor), John Skvoretz (Treasurer), Damon Centola (Council), Amir Goldberg (Council), James Kitts (Council),
Matthew Salganik (council), Mikhail Teplitskiy (Student Council member)

Agenda and Notes:

Treasurer’s report. Discussion of pros and cons of increasing the award for graduate dissertation award. Recommenda-
tion that members contribute money to the section over and above the dues.

Discussion of recruitment of a second newsletter editor.
Agreement that Coleman Award Speech should be given by recipient in the same year in which it is awarded.

There was a general discussion of merging with the proposed Analytical Sociology Section. The sentiment of the Council
was negative. The success or even formation of the new section is not guaranteed, and Mathematical Sociology
has a history and loyalty that is worth preserving.

State of the Section Budget Math. Soc. Dissertation Award (Fund=73, Section=37)

ENDING FUND BALANCE 12.31.13 $180,901.07
Interest Income $3,375.14

Awards -$3,000.00

ENDING FUND BALANCE 12.31.14 $181,258.03

Math. Soc. Section Account (Section=37)

ENDING FUND BALANCE 12/31/15 $2,010.00
Section Allocation $1,012.00
Other Income )

AM Reception -$1,845.00
Award Expenses
AM Other Expenses

ENDING FUND BALANCE 08/31/15




Volume 19, Issue 1

Statements, Notes, Observations

The reception remains a large expense even though we hold joint receptions with other sections. Despite the added
expense, we have chosen on-site rather than off-site because of the advantages of greater publicity and because multi-
ple on-site receptions near each other can more easily be visited.

The Previous Year

Overview
The arrangement to publish the talks of the Coleman Lifetime Achievement Award winners in the Journal of Mathe-
matical Sociology has been implemented with the inclusion of Jon Skvoretz’ s Coleman talk in the journal.

Recruiting and Retention Efforts
We hope that our graduate student paper and dissertation awards attract graduate student members

Communications Strategy
We have a newsletter and a web page. The web page is undergoing a revision at the current time.

The Coming Year

There has been some discussion over beginning to plan for another joint North America/Japan Mathematical Sociology
Conference. There have been five such conferences, the last being held in Denver in 2012.

Elections and Nominations

The pervious chair is the Chair of the Nominations Committee. All Council members and officers constitute the Com-
mittee.

Plans for the coming year.
We plan to continue to use the Business Meeting for talks by award winners.

Statements, Notes, Observations
Members continue to feel a strong sense of identity as mathematical sociologists and as members of the section.
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Social Interaction and Society

Perspectives of Modern Sociological Science

ETH Zurich, May 26 - 28, 2016
Organizer: Chair of Sociology at ETH Zurich (Prof. Dr. Andreas Diekmann)
in collaboration with the Section of Model Building and Simulation of DGS
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INTERNATIONAL NETWORK OF ANALYTICAL SOCIOLOGISTS

9th INAS Conference — June 3 and 4, 2016 in Utrecht, The Netherlands
Theme: “Understanding institutions and sustainable cooperation”
Organizers:
Vincent Buskens, Rense Corten, Wojtek Przepiorka, Department of Sociology, Utrecht University Andre-

as Flache, Michaél Mas, Rafael Wittek, Department of Sociology, University of Groningen

Keynote speaker: Delia Baldassarri (New York University)

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS
Deadline: February 1st, 2016

Analytical sociology is a general approach to explaining the social world. It is concerned with phenomena such as social
network structures, patterns of segregation, collectively shared and diffused cultural ideas, and common ways of inter-
acting in a society. The mode of explanation is to specify in clear and precise ways the mechanisms through which social
phenomena are brought about. Parts of analytical sociology focus on action and interaction as the cogs and wheels

of social processes, while others consider the dynamic social processes that these actions and interactions

bring about. At this year’s INAS conference we want to highlight the role of institutions in shaping social inter-
actions and social processes as well as the mechanisms promoting sustainable cooperation.

We welcome papers using any qualitative or quantitative methods that allow for the study of social mecha-

nisms and the complex social dynamics they give rise to. In addition, we welcome purely theoretical papers deal-
ing with central aspects of the explanatory approach of analytical sociology. Papers might address the over-

all theme of this conference, but do not necessarily need to do so. Depending on the submissions we

will organize one or more sessions around the conference theme, in addition to a concluding session that will fea-
ture a panel discussion on the topic.

Please submit your abstracts (and only abstracts) of 200-500 words via the conference website http://
inas2016.sites.uu.nl/ no later than the February 1, 2016. Your submission should contain the following elements:

1) title

2) name and e-mail address of presenting author
3) complete list of author(s) and their affiliation(s)
4) abstract (200 — 500 words)

Acceptance notes will be sent out no later than February 20, 2016. For more information on practical de-

tails such as location, hotel, etc. please visit http://

inas2016.sites.uu.nl/. Conference registration will be opened on this site after the call for abstracts’ deadline has passed.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to send an email to inas2016@uu.nl.




@waai,oam So/oi/o/go/ﬂ/i,ca/f &W&

The 111th ASA Annual Meeting will be held August 20-23,
2016 in Seattle, WA at the Washington State Convention
Center and the Sheraton Seattle Hotel. The Submission
Portal is now open until January 6, 2016 @ 3pm EST. This
year the section has one open-admission session seeking
papers that describe advances in mathematical sociology
organized by Douglas Heckathorn. Furthermore, the busi-
ness meeting will open with a one hour awards ceremony
where winners will have the opportunity to share their

Washington State Convention Center award winning research.

%/o/o/i/om 51’@(@%%1/{ o¥ the MWM go/oi/o/go% 5wfmom

The purpose of the Mathematical Sociology Section of the American Sociological Association is
to encourage, enhance and foster research, teaching and other professional activities in mathe-
matical sociology, for the development of sociology and the benefit of society, through orga-
nized meetings, conferences, newsletters, publications, awards and other means deemed appro-
priate by the Section Council. The Section seeks to promote communication, collaboration and
consultation among scholars in sociology in general, mathematical sociology and allied scientific
disciplines.

Thank you for your timely contributions to the Fall/Winter Issue
of the Mathematical Sociologist. Please continue to send us
your announcements, articles, book reviews, conference an-
nouncements, etc. The more you are involved with the news-
letter, the better it will be.

Please feel free to send us your comments, concerns, correc-
tions, or any ideas you have for the newsletter.

Have a great winter and watch your email for future newsletter
editor requests.

Newsletter editor: Pamela Emanuelson, Email: Pamela.emanuelson@ndsu.edu




