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SECTION CHAIR'’S MESSAGE

highlighting the inspiring ways that Section
members are using their research, teaching, and
service to address challenging political, economic,
social, and environmental conditions within and
beyond the United States. That aim continues in
this newsletter, and in my last Section newsletter
Chair’s message, I celebrate some of our
achievements this year and look forward to our
upcoming American Sociological Association (ASA)
Annual Meeting in Chicago with optimism about
what lies ahead for our Section.

Dear colleagues and
friends,

[ hope you all have
found time to rest and
relax with family,
friends, and
community this
summer. Qur Section
newsletters this year
have aimed at

\
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First, in our lone featured essay of this newsletter,
Luis Rubén Gonzalez Marquez shares insights from
a recently completed dissertation project that
involved multisited field work and comparative-
historical analysis of political conflicts over
renewable energy (hydropower) mega projects in
Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador from 1972
to 2019. In the process, Gonzalez Marquez
contextualizes the pursuit of renewable energy
production in a broader interlocking logics of
colonialism and extractivism—the latter of which
is typically understood in the literature as an
ideology and practice of controlling, extracting,
processing, and commodifying raw materials in
our ecosystem so that they can be transformed
into goods and services that are circulated for the
purpose of capital accumulation and revenue
generation for political-economic elites. [ am
looking forward to reading more of Gonzalez
Marquez’s forthcoming works that build on his
initial answers to the following guiding question in
the essay: “What are the implications of the
struggles against extractivism of renewable
energies for the search for a just transition away
from fossil fuels?”

Following our featured essay, we learn about
fantastic recent publications and accomplishments
from our Section members that span the areas of
critical and rigorous environmental-sociological
scholarship, public sociology, and meaningful
community engagement.

Next, we restate the news I shared with the Section
membership in prior communications to the
listserv about Section awards and election results.
[ look forward to the opportunity to celebrate the
awardees and thank the award selection
committee members for their service to the
Section during our upcoming Section business
meeting and joint reception with the Animals and
Society Section in Chicago. In those contexts, I also
would like to congratulate and welcome our newly
elected Section officers and council members:
Chair-Elect, Kerry Ard (Ohio State University);
Membership Committee Chair, Lacee Satcher
(Boston College); and Teaching, Training and

Practice Committee Chair, Lourdes Annette Vera
(University at Buffalo, SUNY).

As I noted over the listserv recently, I encourage
Section members to consider running for an
upcoming vacant Section leadership position in
next year’s Section election. Those vacant positions
are listed in the table below:

Table 1. Vacancies for Upcoming ASA Section

on Environmental Sociology Elections
Next

Length | Election

Position Title of Term | Year

Chair-Elect 3 years 2026

Treasurer 3 years 2026

Secretary 3 years 2027

At Large Council

Member 2 years 2026

Nominations

Committee Chair A AL

Membership

Committee Chair 2 years 2027

Policy and Research

Committee Chair 2 years 2026

Pub'llcatlons Committee % s 2026

Chair

Teaching, Training, and

Practice Committee 2 years 2027

Chair

Student Representative | 2 years 2026

Legacy Committee

Chair 2 years 2026

Digital

Communications 2 years 2026

Committee Co-Chairs

In our 2025 Section election, the membership also
approved our bylaw amendment proposal, which
featured what I and many of our Section council
members viewed as timely and necessary updates
to our Section’s bylaws. One major change was the
institutionalization of our mentoring program and
an associated committee that will be chaired by
the Section Chair. We are going into our second
year of that rebooted mentoring program with 38
participants who have been paired in mentor-
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mentee groups by an ad hoc committee of lan
Carrillo (Publications Committee Chair and Racial
Inclusion, Equity, and Justice Committee Member),
Archana Ramanujam (Student Representative),
and L. I am contacting the 38 mentoring program
participants and will be sharing more information
and reflections on the mentoring program with the
Section membership in future communications on
the listserv, at the upcoming ASA Annual Meeting,
and in our Section’s annual report that will be
available in the fall.

Lastly, this newsletter closes with a list of Section-
sponsored and noteworthy environment-related
sessions at the Chicago ASA Annual Meeting. Chair-
Elect, Josh Sbicca, who will become the Section’s
Chair on September 1, 2025, has worked with
other Section colleagues to organize a fantastic set
of Section-sponsored events: an ASA Section and
Community Open House on Sunday, August 10 (2-
3:30pm); a racial capitalism paper session (4-
5:30pm) and the joint reception with the Animals
and Society Section (6:30-8:30pm) on Monday,

August 11; and three paper sessions (related to
state violence, movements and
countermovements, and novel approaches in
environmental sociology), numerous roundtables,
and our Section business meeting on Tuesday,
August 12.

[ wish you all well, and I look forward to the
opportunity to celebrate our Section members and
all the great work featured in our upcoming ASA
Annual Meeting events in Chicago.

Sincerely,

Raoul Liévanos

ASA Section on Environmental Sociology Chair
Associate Professor & Director of Undergraduate
Studies

University of Oregon
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FEATURE ESSAY
Environmental Justice Struggles against Renewable Energy Extractivism

Luis Rubén Gonzalez Marquez
Postdoctoral Fellow, Center for Inter-American Policy and Research
Tulane University

What are the implications of the struggles against extractivism of renewable energies for the search for a
just transition away from fossil fuels?

My reflections on this question stem from fieldwork insights gained from my recently completed
dissertation, a study on the political outcomes of oppositional campaigns against renewable energy
megaprojects. This is based on a multisite research endeavor and a comparative-historical study of
hydropower conflicts in Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador between 1972 and 2019.

Extractivism

Extractivism refers to a mode of appropriation of nature that is functional to our modern economy and
society: the processing of raw materials so that they can be manufactured into goods and services (Svampa
2019). In other words, it refers to the specific forms in which ecosystems are commodified into primary
materials, as a step before they can be converted into more elaborate products with greater aggregate value
moving through the chain of production.

As a consequence, extractivism has constituted a longstanding feature of different societies
throughout history. Although the extraction of raw materials expanded globally in interlocked chains of
production since the expansion of the Modern World-System in the Sixteenth century, it accelerated its pace
after the advent of industrial capitalism (Gudynas 2020). Moreover, extractivism holds deep connections to
colonialism, since the territories providing these raw materials are sacrificing areas, where ecosystems and
social life are disrupted by larger forces (the state, corporations, criminal groups) seeking to extract the
materials and energy.

Extractivist Production of Renewable Energy
The classical examples of extractivism are mining, oil, and rubber production. As a form of appropriation
of nature, it has expanded to other commodification activities in the conversion of nature into “economic
resources”. Monocultures such as sugar, palm oil, sorghum, and soybeans could be classified as a form of
agricultural extractivism (Leguizamon 2019). [ argue that we can extend the concept to several current
forms of production of renewable energy: hydroelectric dams (more accepted in the literature), eolic parks,
and solar farms (Silva 2016). Extraction also involves the associated extraction of materials to make
possible a broader use of electricity from these sources, including lithium, cobalt, nickel, rare earth
minerals, and copper for batteries, and the expansion of the wire network (Jerez, Garcés, and Torres 2021).
The contemporary extractivist production of renewable energy is not intrinsic to the search for
clean, sustainable sources. It is rather the product of the encounter between the capitalist structures that
drive extractivism (highly financialized in our current times), and its extensive “colonization” of a new
sector for speculation on subsidies and consumer demand. Under what Bringel and Svampa (2023) call the
“decarbonization consensus,” it bases in the false premise of a full, complete substitution of fossil fuels for
renewable sources, without major modifications of the social, economic or cultural features of the “oil
civilization” -such as questions of growth, inequality and consumption. The problem is also that resources
are finite. There are simply not enough reservoirs of lithium and nickel available on Earth for a plain
substitution of fossil fuels, and the effort of a large-scale extraction of most of it would imply a major
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ecological tragedy (Vikstrom, Davidsson and Hook 2013). Nor, in the case of electricity/electrification,
could renewable sources provide enough for the peaks and valleys of the (growing) demand daily.

Community-Based Struggles

Translocal coalitions of affected communities, national environmental movements, and international allies
are opposing megaprojects of renewable energy extractivism. Since these projects usually localize in
“sacrificing areas” with a colonial history of exclusion, those affected comprise disproportionally of
historically marginalized groups: indigenous, afrodescendents, peasants, women, farm-workers, etc
(Goldsmith and Hildyard 1986; Sellwood and Valdivia 2018). State, corporate forces, and even
transnational criminal groups arrive in these territories and appropriate land and water without proper
consultation, and with a conception of possession and property foreign to the customs of the affected
groups (as private property or state property), they displace local inhabitants and destroy existing
ecosystems.

Although the contending coalitions are broad, the core of the movement tends to be smaller, local
communities fighting environmental injustice. As such, they share a great resemblance to other
environmental justice struggles. First, there is a process of discovery of the harm, in which local knowledge
of the territory aligns with allied scholars and academic institutions (O’Connell and Peters 2021). Basic
(and unanswered) questions about the implications of megaprojects (managed usually in the shadows) for
their lands, well-being, and forms of life lead communities to embark on a larger questioning of deeper
structures and institutions.

Second, in this process, communities transform their organizational forms. They employ their
previous experiences and structures of resistance and struggle for social justice in their local context (for
instance, the historical exclusion of indigenous communities in Latin America), and adapt them to the new
parameters of environmental struggle. By doing so, these communities find allies at the national and
international level: NGO’s, national environmental movements, state agents, political parties, etc. A critical
instance comes from their encounters with other organizations and communities facing the same problems
across their countries and the world, which become their main allies (Bullard 2000).

Third, as their discovery path unfolds and their organizations adapt, the demands of communities
fighting the ignored consequences of these projects expand through the prism of rights and social justice.
They place at the core of their struggles the environmental injustices of the energy transition: legacies of
colonialism, environmental racism, energy inequities, damages to water and river flows, and the structural
and political violence of the implementation process of these megaprojects (Taylor 2014). The rights of
proper consultation, informed consent, and living in an adequate and healthy environment are put at the
center.

Fourth, the struggles against the environmental injustices of renewable energy extraction could
bring about social and political change (Pellow 2018). The outcomes are rather diverse. Some communities
can cancel or suspend a megaproject. Others achieve the goal of renegotiating the distribution of
compensation and make the search for community approval more comprehensive. On other occasions,
mobilized communities fail to halt or modify a megaproject, although their mobilization places renewable
energy extraction injustices in the public eye, creating awareness for future struggles against other projects.
It is yet to be seen if mobilized coalitions are able to bring about comprehensive policy changes on
renewable energy developments of their states, as has happened in other types of extractivist conflicts
(Spalding 2023).

Lessons for a Just Transition

The struggles for environmental justice against renewable energy megaprojects across the globe leave
several questions to further our inquiry on the just transition, as the social adaptations to tackle climate
change are grounded in principles of justice, equity, and proper compensation (Ciplet and Harrison 2020).
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The opposition to the socioenvironmental consequences of projects such as lithium extraction, carbon
dioxide removal, and hydroenergy underscores the distributional consequences of the search for
alternative energy sources: who will bear the benefits and damages of these endeavors. Besides, they also
call attention to the limitations of the decarbonization approach, based on technological innovation and the
commodification of the quest for energy alternatives. Finally, these movements also challenge scholars to
engage and dialogue with these grassroots experiences, and consider the richness of their proposals for
socioenvironmental alternatives, as a critical form of climate action from below (Almeida, Gonzalez
Marquez, and Fonsah 2024).
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PUBLICATIONS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Books

Gardens of Hope: Cultivating Food and the Future in a Post-Disaster City.
Yuki Kato
Georgetown University

Gardens are often spaces of hope, expected to solve many problems in a
city including food insecurity and climate resilience. In fact, there has been
a historical trend of urban gardening gaining popularity during times of
crisis. Gardens of Hope is the story of urban gardening in New Orleans in
. the decade after Hurricane Katrina. Yuki Kato highlights the impact urban
GARDENS gardens have on communities after disasters and the efforts of well-
intended individuals envisioning alternative futures in the form of urban

| farming,

Yuki Kato

Drawing on repeated interviews with residents who began cultivation
projects in New Orleans between 2005 and 2015, Kato explains how good
intentions and grit were not enough to implement or sustain urban
gardeners’ visions for the post-disaster city’s future. Coining the term
“prefigurative urbanism,” Kato illustrates how individuals tried to realize
alternative ways of living and working in the city through pragmatism and

Pre— innovation. Gardens of Hope asks key questions about what inspires and

fssesss—~ enables individuals to pursue prefigurative urbanism and about the
potential and limitations of this form of civic engagement to bring about short- and long-term changes in
cities undergoing transformation, from gentrification, post-pandemic recovery, to climate change

Stocks or Stakeholders: The Benefits of Considering Animal Interests
Michael D Briscoe
Colorado State University, Pueblo

Stocks or Stakeholders applies stakeholder theory, One Welfare, and
critical environmental justice frameworks to argue that full consideration
of animal interests will provide benefits to humans, the environment, and
of course animals themselves. It presents research on migration and
movement, energy production, zoonotic disease, disaster, and more to
illustrate how disregard for animal interests comes with high social and
| economic costs. Original analysis shows that states with a higher
percentage of protected land have lower odds of animal-vehicle collision,
highlighting the interconnection of human, animal, and environmental

_ well-being. Primarily aimed at an undergraduate and graduate student
audience, the book covers a broad range of topics including the debate
within the literature between the animal welfare and total liberation
camps, examining empirical evidence in favor of both.
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The Pathogens of Finance: How Capitalism Breeds Vector-Borne Disease

Kaup, Brent Z.
College of William & Mary

"..PATHOGENS.

FINANCE

HOW CAPITALISM IIIEES VECTOR-BORNE DISEASE

Kelly F. Austin
Lehigh University

The Pathogens of Finance is an exploration of how the rising power and
profits of Wall Street underpin the contemporary increases in and
inadequate responses to vector-borne disease. Over the past fifty years,
insects have transmitted infectious diseases to humans with greater
frequency and in more unexpected places. To examine this
phenomenon, Brent Z. Kaup and Kelly F. Austin take readers to the
exurban homes of northern Virginia; the burgeoning agricultural
outposts of Mato Grosso, Brazil; and the smallholder coffee farms of the
Bududa District of eastern Uganda. Through these case studies, the
authors illuminate how the broader financialization of society is

_ intimately intertwined with both the creation of landscapes more

conducive to vector-borne disease and the failure to prevent and cure
such diseases throughout the world.

Concrete Mirage: Governance, Equity, and Sustainable Cities in the United States Southwest.

Erin Heinz
Boston University

Erin Heinz

CONCRETE
MIRAGE

GOVERNANCE, EQUITY,
AND SUSTAINABLE
CITIES IN THE
UNITED STATES
SOUTHWEST

Daily headlines of wildfires, drought, and record-breaking heat waves
have brought climate change into our cities. The urgent challenge is to
build cities that can adapt and thrive in the tumult of climate change.
This is especially critical for growing cities in the Southwestern United
States where rising temperatures and water scarcity threaten
sustainability. Concrete Mirage is a timely discussion for those who have
ever wondered, “what does it mean to be a sustainable desert city?” Erin
Heinz critically examines sustainability as a goal, certification, and a
consoling narrative shaping the future of desert cities. Drawing on
interviews with sustainability experts from Arizona, New Mexico, and
Nevada, Concrete Mirage reveals how economic primacy touted by third
party governance and city decision-making falls short in fostering long-
term viability. By confronting the mirage of sustainable development, it
delivers a stark message: desert cities must adopt strategies of collective
austerity if they hope to survive.
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Happy Meat: The Sadness and Joy of a Paradoxical Idea.
Shyon Baumann, University of Toronto

Emily Huddart, University of British Colombia

Josée Johnston, University of Toronto

Merin Oleschuk, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

North Americans love eating meat. Despite the increased awareness of the
H A P PY meat industry's harms-violence against animals, health problems, and

associations with environmental degradation-the rate of meat eating
hasn't changed significantly in recent years. Instead, what has emerged is
an uncomfortable paradox: a need to square one's values with the
behaviors that contradict those values.

: The Sadness
and Joy of a
Paradoxical Idea

Using a large-scale, multidimensional, and original dataset, Happy
Meat explores the thoughts and emotions that underpin our moral
decision-making in this meat paradox. Conscientious meat-eaters turn to
. the notion of "happy meat" to make sense of their behaviors by consuming
meat they see as more healthy, ethical, and sustainable. Happy meat might
be labeled grass fed, free-range, antibiotic free, naturally raised, or humane.
The people who produce and consume it, together, make up the complex
landscape of conscientious meat-eating in modern Western societies.

JOSEE JOHNSTON
SHYON BAUMANN
EMILY HUDDART

MERIN OLESCHUK

The discourse of happy meat ultimately may not be a sufficient response to
all the critiques of meat eating, rife as it is with contradictions. However, it offers a powerful case for
understanding how moral boundaries and notions of the 'good eater' are constructed through negotiations
of values, identity, and status.
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Ghosh, Ritwick., & Barral, S. (2025). Buying nature
to save it? From neoliberal failure to markets-at-
hand. Environment and Planning E: Nature and
Space, 0(0).
https://doi.org/10.1177/25148486251352710.

Gunderson, Ryan, Diana Stuart, and Brian Pe-
tersen. 2025. "The Political Economy of Amphib-
ian Declines." Reptiles & Amphibians 32: e21692.

Stuart, Diana, Ryan Gunderson, and Brian Pe-
tersen. 2025. "Is a New Economic System Neces-
sary to Address Climate Change?" WIREs Climate
Change 16(1): €70003.

Hao, Feng. 2025. “Political context, carbon depend-
ence, climate vulnerability, and renewable energy
consumption in the United States, 2000-2022."
Energy Research & Social Science 125: 104083.
https://doi:10.1016/j.erss.2025.104083.

Haq, S.M.A., Orno, A.T,, Lalin, S. A.A., and Ahmed,
M.N.Q. (2024). Extreme Weather Events and Ex-
pected Parental Roles in Bangladesh and Beyond:
A Review of Literature. Weather, Climate, and Soci-
ety. https://doi.org/10.1175/WCAS-D-23-0060.1.
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M., and Jamie M. Sommer. 2025. "Cash for Conser-
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ological Research for a Dynamic World 11:
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Haq, S.M.A, Ahmed, M.N.Q. Jannath, F. and Ahmed,
K.J. (2025). What aspects affect people's percep-
tions of energy use? A comparison of heterogene-
ity vs homogeneity based on an in-depth review.
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50 Sociotechnical Risks of Building Sector Decar-
bonization: Conceptualizing Risk as a Proximity
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https://doi.org/10.1080/23251042.2025.251443
1.

ASA Environmental Sociology Newsletter
2025 Summer | page 11


https://libreria.clacso.org/publicacion.php?p=4467
https://libreria.clacso.org/publicacion.php?p=4467
https://doi.org/10.18357/kula.301
https://www.identitiesjournal.com/blog-collection/understanding-racial-equity-in-research-with-indigenous-peoples
https://www.identitiesjournal.com/blog-collection/understanding-racial-equity-in-research-with-indigenous-peoples
https://www.identitiesjournal.com/blog-collection/understanding-racial-equity-in-research-with-indigenous-peoples
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197762097.013.0006
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197762097.013.0006
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.enpol.2025.114717
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.enpol.2025.114717
https://doi.org/10.1177/25148486251352710
https://doi:10.1016/j.erss.2025.104083
https://doi.org/10.1175/WCAS-D-23-0060.1
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.actpsy.2025.104797
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.enbuild.2025.116042
https://doi.org/10.1080/23251042.2025.2514431
https://doi.org/10.1080/23251042.2025.2514431

Jorgenson, Andrew, Brett Clark, Ryan Thombs, Jef-
frey Kentor, Taekyeong Goh, and Vincentas
Giedraitis. 2025. “Militarizing the Climate Crisis:
An Analysis of the Short-Run and Long-Run Effects
of Militarization on Nations’ Carbon Emissions,
1990-2020.” Social Problems spaf023,
https://doi.org/10.1093 /socpro/spaf023.

Jorgenson, Andrew, Taekyeong Goh, Robert Clark,
and Jeffrey Kentor. 2025. “Does Military Power
Shape Foreign Direct Investment’s Carbon Load
Displacement? An Analysis of Carbon Emissions in
Global South Nations, 2000-2020.” Environmental
Sociology 1-15,
https://doi.org/10.1080/23251042.2025.251443
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Jorgenson, Andrew, Taekyeong Goh, Ryan Thombs,
Yasmin Koop-Monteiro, Mark Shakespear, Grace
Gletsu, and Nicolas Viens. 2025. “Inequality is
Driving the Climate Crisis: A Longitudinal Analysis
of Province-Level Carbon Emissions in Canada,
1997-2020.” Energy Research & Social Science
119:103845,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2024.103845.

Klassen, Susanna, Weiler, Anelyse M., & Hastie,
Bethany. (2025). Extreme heat hits different under
climate change: A review of legal protections for
agricultural workers in Canada and the US. Cur-
rent Environmental Health Reports. 12(25): 1-15.
https://doi.org/10.1007 /s40572-025-00490-x.
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strained Agency and Caterpillar’s Employee Satis-
faction Process." Journal of Labor and Society,
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Listrovaya, Liudmila. 2025. Environmental injus-
tice in Russia: internal and settler colonialism in
the 21st century extractivist empire. Environmen-
tal Sociology, 1-20.

Liu, John Chung-En, Ke-Hsien Huang. 2025. “Living
on the Edge: Energy Poverty and Housing Inequal-
ity in Taipei's Rooftop Extensions.” Energy Re-
search & Social Science.

Liu, John Chung-En. 2025. “China's Climate Grand
Propaganda on Social Media and Mass Media: Evi-
dence from Twitter and State Newspapers.” En-
ergy Research & Social Science.
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Shriver, Laura Bray, and Brittany V. Shantz. 2025.
“Environmental Risk and Chemical Weapons Dis-
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itarization Program.” Society & Natural Resources
36(2): 132-149.
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8.

McMillan Lequieu, Amanda. 2025. "Speaking of In-
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munications. https://doi.org/10.1088/2515-

7620/adb7bc.
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ISAR Journal of Arts, Humanities and Social Sci-
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Public Sociology and Community Engagement

Olmedo Neri, R. A., Gbmez Liendo, M. ]., Escudero-
Nufiez, C., Rivero Corona, M. V., Gémez Bonilla, A. P.
y Rico Montoya, N. A. (2025). Transiciones
extractivas en América Latina. Coordenadas para
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extractivistas-en-america-latina/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Calls for Abstracts

Call for Abstracts: Themed Sessions at the 2026
Biennial Work and Family Researchers Network
(WFRN) Conference Environmental sociologists
have long highlighted how ecological crises shape
labor conditions, livelihoods, and global
inequalities. At the same time, scholars of work
and family have emphasized the centrality of care
work, interdependence, and household labor in
sustaining social life. As climate change,
environmental degradation, and ecological
precarity intensify, the urgency of integrating
environmental concerns into the study of work
and family has never been greater. To bridge these
fields, SES member Sam Castonguay is organizing
two themed sessions for the 2026 Work and
Family Researchers Network conference to be held
in Montréal, Québec, Canada on June 17-20, 2026.
Sam is soliciting abstracts that bridge
environmental studies and work-family research
for these sessions, fostering new insights into how
environmental affairs shape, and are shaped by,
work and family lives.

Session Information

Session 1: Family and the Environment This
session focuses on how families experience,
respond to, and influence environmental change.

We welcome papers addressing questions such as

(but not limited to):

 How do families adapt to climate-related
disruptions (e.g., migration, housing instability,
caregiving challenges)?

e In what ways do parenting practices,
intergenerational relationships, or household
decision-making reflect environmental
concerns?

e How do environmental changes reshape care
practices within families and communities?

e What roles do families play in advancing or
resisting ecological justice movements?

e In what ways does environmental risk
intersect with gendered, racialized, and classed
patterns of labor and caregiving?

e What role do families play in environmental
justice movements or in resisting extractive
economies?

e How might we reimagine family, kinship, and
care through an ecological lens?

Session 2: Work and the Environment

This session explores how work — both paid and
unpaid — intersects with environmental issues.
We welcome papers addressing questions such as
(but not limited to):

e How do climate policies and green transitions
reshape labor markets, job quality, and worker
well-being?

e What environmental risks do workers face in
their occupations, and how are these risks
distributed across social groups?

e How are workplaces and organizations
responding to demands for sustainability and
environmental justice, and what are the
implications for workers?

e How does unpaid care work or subsistence
labor contribute to or mitigate environmental
degradation?

e How are workers and labor movements
mobilizing to demand environmentally
sustainable and socially just work conditions?

e In what ways do occupational identities,
norms, and cultures influence attitudes toward
environmental responsibility at work?

We particularly encourage submissions that
address the intersection of all three domains, such
as:

e How do work and family responsibilities
jointly influence a household’s environmental
practices?

e In what ways do climate-related shocks disrupt
work-family balance?

¢ How can policies simultaneously support
families, protect workers, and promote
environmental sustainability?
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 How do intersecting inequalities (e.g., gender,
race, class) shape experiences at the nexus of
work, family, and ecological change?

Submission Guidelines and Deadline Please send
abstracts of approximately 250-300 words to the
session organizer (Sam Castonguay -
scastonguay124@gmail.com). Please also indicate
which of the two sessions (or both) your
submission best aligns with. The deadline for
abstract submissions is September 1st, 2025. For
questions about these sessions, please contact the
organizer at scastonguay124@gmail.com. Upon
request, abstracts received by August 25th, 2025
will be placed on a fast-track review to facilitate
successful submissions of Canadian visa
applications.

Awards

Mufti Nadimul Quamar Ahmed, a PhD candidate in
Environmental Sociology at Utah State University,
received the Utah State University Student Sus-
tainability Award (category: community impact)
and Achievement of the Year Award 2025.

SECTION ON ENVIRONMENTAL
SOCIOLOGY NEWS

Section Awards

Environmental Sociology Outstanding
Publication Award

Winner: Pierce Greenberg and Robert Todd
Perdue. 2025. “Prisons and Pollution: A
Nationwide Analysis of Carceral Environmental
Inequality.” Social Problems 72(2):783-801.

Honorable Mentions:

Andrew K. Jorgenson, Brett Clark, Ryan P.

Thombs, Jeffrey Kentor, Jennifer Givens, Xiaorui
Huang, Hassan El Tinay, Daniel Auerbach,

and Matthew C. Mahutga. 2023. “Guns Versus
Climate: How Militarization Amplifies the Effect of
Economic Growth on Carbon Emissions.” American
Sociological Review 88(3):418-453.

Rachel Wetts. 2023. “Money and Meaning in the
Climate Change Debate: Organizational Power,
Cultural Resonance, and the Shaping of American

Media Discourse.” American Journal of
Sociology 129(2):384-438.

Award Committee: Kate Pride Brown, Elaine
Draper, Danielle Falzon, Angeline Letourneau,
Caleb Scoville (Chair).

Environmental Sociology Student Paper Award

Co-Winners:

Anupriya Pandey, "Toward a Critical Caste Ecology:
How Does Agrochemical Harm Interact with Caste
Relations in Rural India?"

Livio Silva-Muller, "Pathways of the Environmental
State: Global Climate Politics in the Amazon
Rainforest."

Honorable Mention: Joyce Ho, "The Limits of
Indemnity: Compensating Loss After Climate
Disaster."

Award Committee: Rezvaneh Erfani, Rachel
McKane, Michael Murphy, Archana Ramanujam,
Caleb Scoville (Chair).

Robert Boguslaw Award for Technology and
Humanism

Co-Winners:

Valerie Berseth, “Open Science as a Distrust
Technology: Rethinking Trust-Building in Genomic
Data Sharing.”

Ken Cai Kowalski, “Science-Fictional Expectations:
Public Beliefs About Al and Change in the Moral
Economy.”

Award Committee: Jennifer Givens, Joshua Sbicca
(Chair).
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Section Election Results

Congratulations to the following new section offic-
ers and council members who will begin their new
terms of service on September 1, 2025!

Chair-Elect (3-year term):
Kerry Ard, Ohio State University

Membership Committee Chair (2-year term):
Lacee Satcher, Boston College

Teaching, Training and Practice Committee
Chair (2-year term):
Lourdes Annette Vera, University at Buffalo, SUNY

PLANNING FOR THE 120TH
ASA ANNUAL MEETING

Environmental Sociology Panels at ASA 2025

August 8 ASA Sociology of Climate Change Pre-
Conference

The organizing team invites everyone to register
for the Sociology of Climate Change
preconference at ASA. As climate change
becomes an undeniable reality and the federal
government slashes funding for work that would
address it, it is all the more important that
sociologists are engaging on this issue. Though the
traditional home for climate change work

in sociology has been in environmental sociology,
we aim for this conference to bring together
scholars from diverse sub-disciplinary areas to
expand the scope of climate

change sociology. Panels will include discussions
of climate sociology scholarship from veteran
scholars, presentations of research from early
career researchers coming from both
environmental sociology and from other sub-
disciplinary homes, and dissertation flash talks
from grad students.

We are excited to continue the momentum of
attention to climate change that has been building
in sociology in recent years, and to facilitate

collective conversations about where sociologists
can contribute on this important issue!

The preconference will be held on August

8th from 8am-5pm in the conference hotel [East
Tower, Hyatt Regency Chicago, Floor: Concourse
Level/Bronze, Michigan 2]. Please make sure you
register for the preconference when you submit
your registration for ASA. Please contact Danielle
Falzon (danielle.falzon@rutgers.edu) or Miranda
Simes (mirandasimes@u.northwestern.edu) with
any questions.

SES & Select SES-Related Sessions
for more login into the online program at:
https://convention2.allacademic.com/one/asa/asa

25/

Saturday, August 9: 4-5:30pm: “Environment,
Climate Change, and Mobility” Paper Session
(Program #21064) at West Tower, Hyatt Regency
Chicago, Floor: Ballroom Level /Gold, Acapulco.

Sunday, August 10: 2-3:30pm: ASA Section and
Community Open House - Table 20: Section on
Animals and Society/Section

on Environmental Sociology (Program #30820) at
East Tower, Hyatt Regency Chicago, Floor:
Ballroom Level/Gold, Grand Ballroom A.

Monday, August 11:

- 10-11:30am: “Disaster and Inequality” Paper
Session (Program #40414) at East Tower, Hyatt
Regency Chicago, Floor: Bronze Level/C Floor,
Roosevelt 1.

- 10-11:30am: “Climate Change, Risk, and
Markets” Paper Session (Program #40463) at
West Tower, Hyatt Regency Chicago, Floor:
Ballroom Level /Gold, Regency D.

- 4-5:30pm: “Racial Capitalism and the
Environment” Section

on Environmental Sociology Paper Session
(Program #41006) at East Tower, Hyatt Regency
Chicago, Floor: Concourse Level /Bronze, Michigan
2.

- 6:30-8:30pm: Joint Reception: Section

on Environmental Sociology; Section on Animals
and Society (Program #41362) at West Tower,
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Hyatt Regency Chicago, Floor: Ballroom
Level/Gold, Regency C.

Tuesday, August 12:

- 8-9:30am: “State Violence and the Environment”
Section on Environmental Sociology Paper Session
(Program #50217) at East Tower, Hyatt Regency
Chicago, Floor: Concourse Level /Bronze,
Roosevelt 3B.

- 10-11:30am: “Environmental Movements and
Counter Movements” Section

on Environmental Sociology Paper Session
(Program #50417) at East Tower, Hyatt Regency
Chicago, Floor: Concourse Level/Bronze,
Roosevelt 3B.

- 12-1pm: Section

on Environmental Sociology Roundtables
(Program #50620) at East Tower, Hyatt Regency
Chicago, Floor: Ballroom Level /Gold, Grand
Ballroom A.

- 1-1:30pm: Section

on Environmental Sociology Business Meeting
(Program #50720) at East Tower, Hyatt Regency
Chicago, Floor: Ballroom Level /Gold, Grand
Ballroom A.

- 2-3:30pm: “Novel Approaches

to Environmental Sociology” Section

on Environmental Sociology Paper Session
(Program #50817) at East Tower, Hyatt Regency
Chicago, Floor: Concourse Level/Bronze,
Roosevelt 3B.
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Section Officers (2024-2025)

Chair
Raoul S. Liévanos
University of Oregon

Chair-Elect
Joshua Sbicca
Colorado State University

Past-Chair
Debra Davidson
University of Alberta

Secretary
Michael Haedicke
University of Maine

Treasurer
Maricarmen Hernandez
Columbia University

Council

Chair of Nominations Committee
Margaret Walkover
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa

Chair of Policy and Research Committee
Caleb Scoville
Tufts University

Chair of Publications Committee
Ian Carrillo
University of Oklahoma

Chair of Membership Committee
Jennifer Givens
Utah State University

Committee on Racial Inclusion, Equity, and
Justice Chair (CRIE])

Michael Warren Murphy

Occidental College

Chair of Legacy Committee
Lori Peek
University of Colorado Boulder

Chair of Teaching, Training, and Practice
Committee

Alan Rudy

Central Michigan University

Co-Chair of Digital Communications Committee
Angeline Letourneau
University of Alberta

Mike Lengefeld
Northeastern University

Council Member at-Large
Ethan Raker
The University of British Columbia

Student Representative
Archana Ramanujam
Brown University

Award Committees Chairs

Outstanding Publication Award

Student Paper Award

Nikhil Deb

California Polytechnic State University, San Luis
Obispo

Distinguished Contribution Award
Norah MacKendrick
Rutgers University

Teaching and Mentorship Award
Practice and Outreach Award
Alissa Cordner

Whitman College

Communications

Newsletter Editor: Ian Carrillo
Website Manager: Michael Lengefeld
Listserv Manager: Apoorva Pal-Rathod
Social Media: Christina Ergas

Section Website:
http://www.envirosoc.org/wordpress/
Section Listserv: envirosoc@listserv.neu.edu
Grad Listserv: envirograds@listserv.neu.edu
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Facebook: facebook.com/EnviroSocASA/ Twitter: @EnviroSocASA & @envirogra
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