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AT the 1986 Annual Meetlng, we offered a
six hour short course entitled "Leading Edges
in Social Theory." In copntrast <o earliar
editions of the course at annual meetings,
hich were dasignated "rafrashers in
sociologleal thecry,™ e selegned for
‘Ipresentation a series of current research
progclem  areas wiewed az theoretically
promising, vigorous, and of mulridiseiplipary
slgnificance.
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The course -began with a canvass of
currant intellectual trends ACTOSE the
dipciplines of soacial stience, noting some of
the present maln prospects for theoretically
slgnlficant advances, followed by a
pressntation of selected , problems centering
around cheoice, agency, and decisionmaking. In
particular, we reviswed analvtical approaches
ts the proclem of order (the problem of
-fEreedom) incorporating coneeptes of norme,
interests, authority, and preferences.
Included here 1is a partial sketch of our
averview and discussion of societal
constituticnalism.
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1. & Canvass of the Diseciplines

In 1978 Gersteln wrote that sociology today "is occupied
by twz cu~exlating bulb largely acneanversant main campsq one
rallied to the computer technhelogy of survey research; the other
holding to the naturalism of aymbolic interaction. Around thease
camps, at varieus digtances, are tents pltched by special =actr:
blockmodelers, ~ kiologizers, gonversation analysts, coritical
Marxists, There is no longer a thecretical core, such as Parsons
provided in the bygone postwar era. Only its ghost: almost
universal criticism, thematle or latent, of old ‘structural-
functionalism.' The center no longer holdse.! Not much has
changed in a decade, though a certain revival of functlcnalism is
" becoming audible, dealing wespeclally with guestions in  the
waberlan/historical and Durkheimian/deviancy traditions.

of the related digciplines, ecemomics and psychelogy are the
most successful-~mora successful than =socicology by any
conventional measure of size,. wealth, . power, or presciges. The
intellectual streagth of these fields derives from the fact that,
in each, theory anrd method are clogely integrated across large

cantral stretahas of research intarest. Thara are now looming a
couple of areas in which a merger of economic and psychological
ressarch interests la  ocourring, namely (al experimental

economics, in which market situations invelwving multiple agents
are slmulared under closely controlled (apd readily wvaried)
eonditions, and the resulting hehavior cbserved and recorded: and
(§+3] studies of the psychology of cholce. behavior  under
uncertainty, which put the mathematical axioms of ratlonal home
ceconomicus. te direct test and proceed to develoep modifisd loglics
of ealculation that better resclve the decininnmaking "paradoxes"
that ara pheerved.

Folitical  acience 1a distinguighed frnm arthar =cocial
sclences by the putstanding gquality of itsg disciplinary
leadership. The Field seems now to be in the midsc of a2 profound
shift awav from its c¢lose alliance with scslologlcal thinking an
interest group conflict and voting behavior, which deominated the
19505 and 19606, toward mcdels and mathoeds more characterigric of
microeconomics. THig is espmcially evident in theories of
collective choice, whlch apply to leglslative and Pureauratlc
decisionmaking. “~There ie, on the other hand, a strong line of
concern with agehda-setting, which ls impllcitly focused on
procedural, instirutional, and hence sociologlcal matters.

anthropology 1is  divided. . There 1s a physiual taide,
interested in human crigins and especlally the coevolution of
physical capacltles, ecologicdl pattérns, and technelogical
bohavier. and there is a eultural-gocial =sidé; the moast
interesting frontiers of research in the latter involve public
geymbclism, gsuch ax  ldeological formations 1o CONCEMPRTATY
societies, in historical records of the West, and in non-Western
cultures. In general, the traditiocnal anthyopology of villagp-
basdd cultures larfgely froe of Westsrn influsnca,; the traditional
cora of fleld methads and theory, is dissalving, and che frontier -



Wark opn urban and/or Western systems 1§ bringing younger
anthropoleglst inte much ¢loser contaet with histery, bpolitical
soience, law, and demography.

2., Gocietal Constitutlonalism

Tavid Bolulli discussed the relatisnship batwaen pluralizm
in the United Statas and neocorporatism 1n Western Europe and
Latin America, as a backdrop  for lntroducing societal
constitutionalism., a new framework for comparative polltlical
sociology. socletal constltuticnallism rests upon normative-
procedural agneepkts From Talestt Parssng, lagal rtheorise Lan
Fuller, and Jurgen Habermas; raspectively, these are the concepts
of procedural inatitutions (collegial formations), procedural
duties {legallty) and procedural reason |communicative action).
This does not involve old concerns apout written constitutlions,
dlvisions of governmental powers or forms of governmant. Rather,
it proposes a unlguely sociclogical way of distinguishing betwean
Arbitrary anhd responsible exexclses of collectlive power in modern
socleties. Rather than assuming that a country is "democratic"
if elections are held or political parties compete for public
cffices, and that & =cuntry is "aurhorirarian" if this is not the
nase, soclatal constituticonalism distinguishes analytlcally
petween instances of. mwclal integration, which arc “based upon
actors' genuine mutual understanding of shared normative duties,
and instances of soeial contrel, which are based upon Aactors’
manipulated or latently coerced subjective acceptance of commands

or seemingly cbijective {(structural) constraints.

' whether Western formal democracies are becoming —more
integrative or more manipulative {or even more authoritarian) and
whether corporatist or coomunist sccieties are Lecoming more
integrative or simply more  subtle in gontrelling  thelr
populations can not be presumed or determined a prieri by
‘recelved typologies or by a regime's degree af popular accaptance
at one point in time. Thoga ara Btrictly empirical issues, and
gorietal oanstitutionaliem provides a framework of concepts
designed to permit dispassicnate multidimensional analyses free
uf Burcpocentrism, ©Cold War ldeslegy, and Morth/South divisions.
These analyses can axplore whether the integrity of procedural
iristitutions iy actually Ppelng malntained 1o corporations,
governmental agencies, ~universitleés, professional associatlons,
public boards and commissions, -public wor private research

inatitutes, and litarary and artigptisc networks of modern
societles, despite the persistent pressurea of encroachment
genarated in all modern socleties by PIocesses ol

rationalization, bureaucratization and functional differentlaticn.

aciulll's own thesies is that genuipne social intagratiem  in
modern societies can only be recognized, desorlbed and evaluated
by researchers or by actars themselves 1f it takes place wlthin
what Parsons called colleglal formations, which are a unique form
within medern social, economic ang political institutlions. Any
and all substantive actions taken by oollegial formarions must
- yemain consistent with the elght principles of procedural
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legality that Lon Fuller specifled, in ordexr for the integrlty of
thezsa forms £o be maintainad. In rontrast, organizations bagsed
upon bureaucratic chalns of command or members' demecratlc votes
zan readily take substantive actions that viclate the lntegriey
of Fuller's principles while remaining true to their bureaucratic
or democratle forms.  Moreaver, to the extent that what Habermas
ralls eommunicarive action, or reazoned social action, can
poesibly be reallzed in modern societies, it can conly be realized
within collegial formations that honor the integrity of Fuller's
rrinciples. Thus, socletal constitutionallsm specifies how
Habermas® theory may be brought to practice, despite Habermas'
own acknowledged inability to Ao =sol-

ALERT =~ The joufnal Eistory of Scciclogy has reached a critical
point and iz in desperate need of more subscribers ({individual
$20; institutional $40). Contact Anne Slea, University of Kansas.

Current Directionig in Theory
WORLD-3YSTEMS ANALYSIS AS A SOCIOLOGICAL QRIENTATION

Temanuel Wallaratein
. Fernand Braudel Center
State University of New York at Binghamton

-} FRobert Merten a long time ago distinguished slx "types of
work often lumped tagether ae "soclological thecry.™ One gf them
was "general soclologleal orlentationa™ that involve "broad
postulatoes” which indlcate types of variables £o be taken l1nto
account. ™is, he sald, was quite different from sociclogical
theary proper which invelves "sclentiflic laws" whlch are precisa
and internally cgherent. alrthough Merton warned against the
dangers of “premature insistence on precision” which could
grerilize imaginative hypotheses" and the possibllity that the
pressure for legleal cSonalstency has on  occasicn "invited
logomachy and Sterlle theorlizing," there seems little doubl
Marton intended us to move away from mere general scelologlcal
srientations towards precise, coherent sclentific laws.

" What I and cthers have besn calling "world-gystems analysis"
dafintitely Fits the label of a "general sociological corlentation”
and 48 in no Sense a pretenalon to the sstablishment of
scientifie laws. We do not however apologize for this -ags an
inadequaoy. We consider rather that thae prime intellacstual issuas
of the current petlod {let us =ay, 1370-200Q) is the reevaluation
of the "genaral soclological orieantations” under which not  only
"saclologists" but soclal sclentists generally have  Leen
operating sinoe perhaps about 1850 and certainly since 1880 or

. B8a.

In an article i have wricten for the forthoonlng Giddens-
Turner volume, Social Theory Today, I listed saven such orlenting
propositions, and my reasons for skepticlem about each. They
have te de with the Adlgkinetiong ameng aorial eciance
"digciplines,” the distinetion of the nomothetic and the



idjograpnic, the concept of “socleoy," the defining
sharactaristics of "capitalism," +the linked cencepts of the
*indusctrial” and "hourgeais" revolutions, tha naturs of
“progress," and the definitisn of Y"gojansa'  and thayrafore of
"gocial sciense." © I wlll not repeat here the details of my
argument, but reproduce merely my TWo cancluding paragraphs:

nHistory and social science took their clrrent dominant
forms st the moment of fullest unchallenged triumph of the logic
of our pressant historical sgystenm. It is & child of that logic.
We are now however llving in the long nmoment of transition
wharein the contradictions of that system have made it impoesible
to continue to adjust its machinery. We are living in & periocd
of real hiaterical cheice. and thig peried is - inesmprahenslble
on the bagiz of the assumptions of that system.

World-systems analvsis is a call for the construction of an
historical social Bscience that feels comfortable with  the
uncertainties of transition, which enntribotes £o the
transformation of the worlé by transforming itself intc a mode of
illuminating the cholces without appealling to the cruktch of a
pelief in the inevitable triumph of good. World-systems analysis
i a call to open the shutters that encumber us from exploring
many arenas of the real world. World-systems analysis i not a
paradigm of higtorical social science. It is a call for a debate
apout the paradigm.” :

. CURRENT PERSPECTIVES IN SOCIAL THEORY; A Report from the Editor
' - John Wilson
- Duke University

Volume Seven of Current Perspectives in Socisl Theory has

dust been publizhed. The wvariety and Ahesr adventurousnass of

the os2says contalned in the annual expresses all that is good

anout the current state of thecretical activity im the prefesslon

af socioclogy [and en its margius) and uphclds the.-standards set

by its founding editors, Scott McNall and Gary Hows, back in

15RO, - .
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organisational Scructure and the Logic of coellactlive Agtivn in
Unions {Jerrv Lambcke and Carolyn Howe)

Inequality and Associaticn: A Biased Net Theory {(John Skvoretz
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Both tyroaz and shellhacks are listed here, and the egsays
draw on paradigms as  diverse as symbolic interacticnism,
higtorical materialism and structurallam. Eome “authors are
intent on testing theory in noval ways, others seek to develop
new theories or re-think received traditions. = The valume
contains lively, imaginative, and cathollic debate. Volume Eight,
which secks. to emulate its predecesscrs, wlll scon be put to
red. Its contributors write from Auatralla, England, the Fadaral
Republic of Germany, Canada and the United States. Theorists
dlscussed include Giddens, Parsons, Homans, Benjamin and Lukes;
tapics theorisad lnclude power, ideclogy, gender, and the state.

Current Perspectives Ln BSoslial Theory is an ezpecially
important resource for members of the Theory Beetlon,of the ARA
because it is ona of the few refereéa ogutlets exclusively
intendad for theory easayes. Indeed, one of the few criteria of
exclusion for consideration by the annual's -board of editors l1s
that the paper does not dizectly (not necessarily claly) address
theoretical issues. Its format as an annual makee it

' partlicularly suited to theery. Much thecretical argument takes a
long time to unfold. It is difficult to compress within tha
format requlred of a journal. Rot only ls an annual able to
allow the space that theoretical essays wsually need but it alge
permits time for dialogue and debate between author and editorial
board And yet the regular publication schedule of an annuai, and
itz ready vieibility, eneure that contributions are timely and
relevant. ) ' .

A glance at the table of contents of the seven extant
volumes reveals that a considerable number of section members
have been published in Curpent Perspactives, Including the two
most. recent Presidents, However, section members can provide a
service to their selleagues by reminding tham of the availability -
af this oppeortunity to publish theory papers arnd, of @ course,
ramind thelr librariees of the necesslty of  subscribing. Futur=

izsues will contain subsecdtions devoted to particulsr.thecretical .

issues, but mambers of the section should not hesitate te submit
PAp&SFa on any topic as long as thay belleve that tha project 1=
intepded to. advance the state of sccial theory. Deadlina £for
gubmission of papers for Volume Nine is . November 15th, = 1387.
papers should. he submitted’ toc John Wilson., Department of
gociology, Duke Unlversity, Durham, North daroclina 27706.

Announcemant
The Theory Groups of the British Secicleglcal Asseciatlon
and German Soclologlcal Association are conducting a joint

conference on "Sesial Seruzsture and Culturs." The meetings wlll

. be hald Juna 18«20 in Bremen, West Germany. An excellect serles
of papers iz scheduled and Americans are weloome Lo attend. Foxr
information, contact: " Prof., br. Hans Haferkamp

Universitat Bremen

FB B/Fach Soziolngis
Postfach 33 04 40

DI=-Z2800 Premen WEST GERMANT



cpen Letters to Theory Section Members

The Theory Section might want to consider Ainstituting an
anrna] lettay of saxmeddatlieon for achlevement in the +ranslatlion
of foreign language thecretical works {whether books or articles,
classlcal or contemporary).  Fecple deserve racognition and hanor
for opening avenues of access without which . sericus American
theoratical scholarship might wither or revert to an ill-informed
parochial entaprprige. Parhaps a &mall committes of multl-lingual
senior theorists might be identifisd and organized to superintend

the prolject. Much translation is done ipn the U.K. and some algo.

in Canada and Australia. Perhaps a joint project with other
rational sociclogical asscciations might be developed. A session
at the Thegry Sastien Mestinge might ba deveted to the histery,
problems, and prospects of translation. It might ewven be
peasible to wbtaln a subsldy from a major publisher of
translations. '

Ira Cchen .
Futgers University_

)

Calls for Fapars )
1568 GERMAN-AMERICAN THEORY CONFERENCE

For the third time the Theory Section of the German
Soclological Aganmlation and  the Amexisan Sasiolegical
ABsoclation. are golng to hold a conference cn socielogical
theory. Fravicous <conferences were held in June 1384 (The
Relatlions " between Micro and Macye) and in August 1986 (Social
Change and Modernization).,  The forthooming conference is
scheduled +£o be held in Breman, Wegt Bermany, in Juns of 18BE,
and will deal with thecretical issues of intersst in the
ecololagy of éulture. Thia notice la a call for expreasions of
interest in - participating. Those interested should write to:
Frofessor Hell 2, Smelser, Department of Soclolegy, Univerzity of
California, Berkeley, California 94720, giving a tentative title
and brief descriptioen of the paper they would intend to prasapt,
Seven American, seven Gozman, and geveral other partlclpants will
be chosan. - : '

CURRENT PERSPECTIVES IN SOCTOLOSICAL TEECRY

Current Pers ctivaa_ in Social Theory 1s now accepting
papers for Volume IX. Materials ara enccouraged from all

thecratical ©perspectives - and ranging from metathecsretiocal
,Algrugeions to laguag of thaory applileatisn. Deadllne for volums
IX ia November 15th, 1987 and three coples {(ASE format and style)
should e sent to the editor: John Wilson, current Ferspectiv
in Social Theory, Departwent of Socioclogy, .Duke University,
Durham, North Carolina 27706.



CULTURE INDICATORS: THEORY, METHODS, SUBSTANCE
A Preliminary Symposium and Book Call

Richard A. Fetergon Karl Erik Rosengren Fobart Philip Weber
Department of Soclology Department of Socliology Offlce for Informatlion
Vanderkilt Univezalty Univeralty of Lund Technology

- . Lund, SWEDEN Harvard Univerxity

Outlinex of chapter-length manuscripts are solicited for an
interdisciplinary book of articles addressing problems in culture
indicater - reseaxch wuaed fer gecial -~ scienge inguiry.
Contributions’ from soolologists,. pelittical scientists,
anthropologists, pEychologlsts, commnlcations researchers,
cognitive scientists, and artificial intelligence researchars are
welcome,

. 2 hogk is tenptatively planned ta consist of five parts, each
cancerned with a hroad area: [1) theoriss of culture and culture
content, (2) culture indicator systems, {3} the production of
culture in the widest sense of the term, {4) the distribution and
conaunptieon of gulture, - and (5) indlvidual idea aystems.

Potential contributors MUST Submit a 500 word scaremsnt of
the problem to the organizers. One major publishing house has
expressad interest 1n the project, but wa do not yet have a
contrackt. Propetals £or ohapters should be zrecelved ky the
organizers before June 15th, 1987, However, bhefore submitting a
rormal Propeosal, we ﬁuggest Thart lnterestad ressarchers contact
cne of the organizers to discuss the-proposal, obtain preliminary
feadback, and so forth. We are now rlising funds for a
conferencte for ocontrlbutors to be held in Spring, 1528, The
purpose of the gonference is to facilitate discussinn ard
critigues of these cnmplﬂx and vital isﬂuen. )

o T FnRGET Have your library arder a suhsariptinn & aur
journal, SOCIQLOGICAL THEORY!

Name 1 Frofessor _ ' ' ’ .
Department af Sasialegy

Dear Campus Llbraxlan:

Plaage subscribe to EDCIDLDGIEHL THEDRH, the official
theory journal of the American Soclological Assoclation. Mail
subgeription redguests to:

Attn: SO0CIOLOGICAL THEORY
American Socloloagical Assoclation
_ 1722 H Street, N, W.
wWashingtan, D. C. 20036 ,
Subgeription Rates: - . . 5. outnids the . &,

ASA members $12. . 512,
non-~-memker s . §18. i $21.
instlturions . §20. : 523,

it 15 IMPERATIVE that we increasa support for gur journal.
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