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Changes in the MCAT Have Implications 
for Sociology Department Planning
Edward L. Kain, Southwestern University

An important change in the MCAT® 
(the Medical College Admission 

Test) has the potential to have a sig-
nificant impact on sociology depart-
ments across the country. In February 
2012, the Association of American 
Medical Colleges (AAMC) “approved 
changes… that will require aspiring 
doctors to have an understanding of 
the social and behavioral sciences.” 
(Mann, 2012). The new version of the 
test, which will be in place by January 
of 2015, includes an entire section on 
the social and behavioral sciences. 
One implication of this change is 
that pre-medical curricula across 
the country may start requiring that 
students take an introductory sociol-
ogy course (as well as an introductory 
course in psychology) in prepara-
tion for taking the MCAT (see, for 
example, Brenner and Ringe 2012).

Sociology departments need to 
pro-actively plan for this change and 
assess the extent to which it may have 
an impact upon their program. This 

article provides some background 
about the forthcoming change and 
outlines a series of steps that may be 
useful in that planning process.

Background   
The AAMC formed a group (the 

MR5 Committee) in 2008 to recom-
mend changes to the MCAT content 
areas, which has not revised since 
1991, so they will better reflect the 
needs of medicine in the 21st cen-
tury. The report from this commit-
tee suggested significant revisions 
to the format and content of the 
test, including adding material from 
sociology and psychology.

The exact content of sociology 
and psychology test questions is not 
yet finalized. Starting in January 
2014 the new social science section 
of the MCAT will be included as an 
“optional” section. The cohort of 
students who take that first updated 
version of the MCAT are already 
enrolled in college. Students who 

On November 29 and 30, 
COSSA held its annual meet-

ing, titled “Colloquium on Social 
and Behavioral Sciences and 
Public Policy.” The more than 
125 attendees experienced a 
series of presentations focusing 
on the current political situation, 
how to broaden participation in 
science, the opportunities and 
challenges for social/behavioral 
science research, and how that 
research is used and not used by 
policymakers. 

Below is a summary of three 
sessions at the colloquium. 
Additional summaries and power 
point presentations are available 
on the COSSA website at www.
cossa.org. 

Obama’s Election Results
During the event’s introduction, 

Ken Prewitt, Columbia University 
Professor and COSSA President, 
spoke about the 2012 national 
elections. Prewitt suggested that 
some pundits analyzing the election 
results were overplaying our nation’s 
demographic shifts when arguing 

that it will be increasingly difficult for 
the Republicans to win. He advised 
that there were many aspects to the 
demographic changes, and they 
did not necessarily all point in one 
political direction. Incoming COSSA 
President James Jackson, Director of 
the Institute for Social Research at the 

Challenges Ahead for Social and Behavioral Sciences 
and Public Policy

Candidates 
for 2013 ASA 
Election

The American Sociological 
Association is pleased to announce 

the 2013 slate of candidates for ASA 
Officers, Committee on Committees, 
Committee on Nominations, and 
Committee on Publications. Ballots 
for the 2013 ASA election will be sent 
in early May 2013.

President-Elect
Paula England, New York University
Aldon D. Morris, Northwestern 

University

Vice President Elect
Cecilia Menjivar, Arizona State 

University
Ruben G. Rumbaut, University of 

California - Irvine

Council Members-at-Large
Shyon S. Bauman, University of 

Toronto
Tina Fetner, McMaster University

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 8

At the “Broadening Participation in Science in a Diverse America” panel. From left Dorit Zuk, 
Joan Reede, Kellina Craig-Henderson, and Sally Hillsman

Continued on page 3
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from the executive officer

Four years ago in the December 
2008 issue of Footnotes [www.

asanet.org/footnotes/dec08/
exec_officer.html], I wrote that the 
science community was 
“optimistic” that President 
Obama’s “inclination to 
take the long view” would 
be good for basic research.  
While the science community was 
right to be optimistic, the jury is still 
out on what his administration will 
have achieved during his eight-year 
presidency.

Over the past four years, 
President Obama has spoken 
eloquently on behalf of science, 
started and hosted a now annual 
White House Science Fair, and 
pursued increase funding for basic 
science programs (even though 
federal spending has been tight due 
to slow economic growth). He has 
not backed down from his inaugural 
address statement that his admin-
istration “will restore science to its 
rightful place.” On March 9, 2009, 
he signed an executive memoran-
dum stating that science decisions 
would not be based on political 
ideology but on free and open 
inquiry. Also, early in his presidency 
he directed the White House Office 
of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP) to make sure that federal 
policies are based on the best scien-
tific information.

President Obama promoted 
and advanced science in his first 
term even though science was not 
a primary campaign topic or a top 
voter concern in the 2008 election. 
In 2012, as in 2008 (and most other 
presidential campaigns), basic sci-
ence was not a top campaign topic 
despite strong evidence that basic 
research has been the foundation 
of our nation’s economic prosperity 
over the past 50 years.

The Next Four Years
We do not know what President 

Obama’s science agenda will be 
for the next four years, but his 
responses to the Science Debate 
2012 questions gives us some 
insight. With little focus on science 
in campaign speeches and debates, 
Science Debate 2012 responses from 

Governor Romney and President 
Obama to 14 science policy ques-
tions gives some clues. The ques-
tions focused on topics like climate 

change, food production, 
space, vaccinations and 
health, and use of natural 
resources.

 The most telling 
answer, in my view, is the President’s 
answer regarding innovation and 
the economy. President Obama 
stated that in order for our economy 
to grow and for our nation to be 
globally competitive “we must cre-
ate an environment where inven-
tion, innovation, and industry can 
flourish.” The president also stated 
that he is “committed to doubling 
funding for key research agencies” 
that support scientists. Finally, he 
set a goal of preparing 100,000 
science and math teachers. These 
teachers will be needed “to train one 
million additional science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math (STEM) 
graduates over the next decade.” 

These are great goals and com-
mitments, but can he do it? How 
much political capital will he need 
to spend with Congress to pro-
vide the White House with the 
money necessary to fulfill them? 
Will Congress be a partner with 
the White House to advance this 
agenda?

We obviously won’t know for a 
while. Post-election, the President 
and Congress are negotiating to 
avoid the “fiscal cliff ” or seques-
tration [see September/October 
Vantage Point]. The results of these 
negotiations will determine whether 
money will be added, or drastically 
cut, from the budgets of key science 
agencies and to hire 100,000 new 
science and math teachers could 
be hired if they were trained. The 
current positions held by Congress 
and the White House does not make 
me optimistic. But ASA, COSSA 
(the Consortium of Social Science 
Associations), AAAS (the American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Science) are working hard to protect 
and advance science funding.

The other players
While we do not know the 

outcome of the “fiscal cliff ” debate 
yet, we do know who will be 
leading the House Science and 
Technology Committee during the 
next two (or more) years—Rep. 
Lamar Smith (R-TX) who has 
represented the San Antonio, TX, 
area since 1987. While this will be 
his first time serving as Chair of 
the House Science and Technology 
Committee, he previously served 
as Chair of the House Judiciary 
Committee. In the past Smith has 
expressed interest in space explora-
tion (guess where NASA is!) and 
STEM education. Smith has been 
criticized for being a skeptic of 
manmade climate change. Many 
in the science community hope 
that he will work with House of 
Representative leadership to re-
authorize the America COMPETES 
Act and NASA programs. 

Senator Jay Rockefeller 
(D-WV) will continue to lead 
the Senate Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation Committee. 
Rockefeller has represented West 
Virginia in the U.S. Senate since 
1984. He was one of the first 
co-sponsors of the 1999 legisla-
tion, titled the Federal Research 
Investment Act, which called for 
the doubling of key federal science 
agencies budgets. As Chair he has 
continued to call for the building 
of technology infrastructure and 
funding “transformative research.” 
He is also a strong advocate for 
the American Community Survey 
(ACS), which is under threat in the 
House.

While it is expected that Sen. 
Rockefeller will be receptive to 
White House science proposals, 
Rep. Smith may be another story. 
So for the next two years significant 
changes to U.S. science policy may 
not occur.

Sadly, neither Smith nor 
Rockefeller has been a strong cham-
pion of social science research in 
the past. This could be bad news. 
Last year the social science com-
munity faced votes that eliminated 
funding for political science 
programs at the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) and faced pro-

posed legislation that would have 
eliminated funding for economic 
research at the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH). Could sociology 
research at these two agencies be 
targeted next? 

During President Obama’s first 
term, he was praised for promoting 
science and restoring the status of 
the science advisor position. But 
it took a long time to get a strong 
social scientist into OSTP from 
the academic community. In the 
first term key decisions, like stem 
cell research and climate change, 
were made that will have a lasting 
impact on the future of science 
research. And children seeing 
President Obama host science fairs 
may change their career plans. 
The president’s strong support for 
science will likely continue into the 
second term.

We are also players
As social scientists we must 

increase our role as vocal champi-
ons of science and make a stronger 
case for social science. We must 
continue to engage the media, local 
and state officials, friends, and 
colleagues about the importance 
of sociology and the vital role of 
federal programs supported by NSF, 
NIH, National Institute of Justice, 
and the Census Bureau, our country 
now and in the future. We must be 
vocal champions of our research, 
effectively communicating that our 
research findings help identify and 
address real-world problems. 

Don’t wait. While the President 
understands the importance of 
science as do we, in order to ensure 
that more science gets done in the 
next four years, we need to make 
sure the general public does too.. 
Science needs to be a top campaign 
topic in the future and an issue of 
national concern in pre-election 
polls. 

Sally T. Hillsman is 
the Executive Officer 
of ASA. She can be 
reached by email at 
executive.office@
asanet.org. 

Science is in the Public Interest: Obama gets it, but can he do it?
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U.S. Census Bureau Releases 
American Community Survey 
5-Year Estimates

In early December, the Census 
Bureau released the 2007-11 
American Community 
Survey (ACS) 5-Year 
Estimates, the most 
relied-on source for 
detailed, up-to-date 
socioeconomic statistics 
covering every community in 
the nation every year. These 
estimates give even the smallest 
communities timely information 
on more than 40 topics, such as 
educational attainment, income, 
occupation, commuting to 
work, language spoken at home, 
nativity, ancestry, and selected 
monthly homeowner costs. 

Statistics are available for many 
distinct geographies, including 
all 50 states, DC, Puerto Rico, 
counties, and census tracts. 
For the first time, estimates by 

ZIP Code Tabulation 
Area are also being 
published. To access 
these statistics, visit 
the Census Bureau’s 
American FactFinder 
website <factfinder2.

census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/
index.xhtml>. The ACS provides 
reliable statistics that are indis-
pensable to decision makers at all 
levels of government to man-
age or evaluate a wide range of 
programs, but are also useful for 
research, education, journalism, 
business and advocacy. 

NHA Board of Directors Names 
New Executive Director

This fall, Stephen Kidd was 
named Executive Director of the 
National Humanities Alliance 
(NHA), a coalition of more than 
100 humanities organizations and 
institutions committed to advocacy 
for the humanities. Kidd comes 
to the Alliance most recently 
from the Smithsonian Institution, 
where he served as Director of the 
Smithsonian Folklife Festival and 
Associate Director of the Center 
for Folklife and Cultural Heritage. 
Kidd received MPhil and PhD 
degrees in American Studies from 
George Washington University. 
Stephen Kidd’s appointment as the 
NHA Executive Director was effec-
tive September 4, 2012.

Anthropology Association 
Names New Executive Director

The American Anthropological 
Association (AAA) announced in 
December that its Executive Board 
had selected Edward Liebow as its 
new Executive Director. Liebow 
is an accomplished administrator 
and researcher. In addition, he has 
been very active in AAA, serving 
as AAA Treasurer, as well as an 
Executive Board member. He comes 
to the Executive Director’s position 
after a long career with the Battelle 
Memorial Institute, the world’s largest 
not-for-profit research and develop-
ment organization. He joined Battelle 
in 1986, the year he received his 
PhD in cultural anthropology from 
Arizona State University. Liebow will 
join the AAA in January 2013. 

choose to complete it will be compen-
sated in some way. These trial runs will 
be used to modify the section before 
it “counts” as part of the MCAT score. 
Starting in January 2015 the test will 
include the required section on social 
and behavioral sciences. 

The new section of the MCAT that 
tests sociology and psychology is 
described in a Preview Guide to the 
MCAT2015 Exam. The descriptions 
contained in that guide detail specific 
content areas within sociology 
(including “understanding social 
structure,” “demographic characteris-
tics and processes,” “social stratifica-
tion,” and “social inequality”) that 
will be covered on the test (AAMC 
2012:12). 

Disciplines in the natural sciences 
are discussing the impacts of this 
change upon their curricula. For 
example, recommendations from the 
American Society for Biochemistry 
and Molecular Biology (ASBMB) 
suggest that chemistry/biochemistry/
biology departments “streamline” 
their sequences so that pre-med 
students will have more space in 
their schedule to take the required 
introductory sociology and introduc-
tory psychology courses they will 
need to prepare for the new section 
of the MCAT. 

Some Unknowns 
In addition to not knowing the 

exact content of the questions in the 
new social science section of the test, 
there are a number of other unknowns 
about which sociology departments 
need to start collecting data. 

I teach at a small selective liberal 
arts institution, Southwestern 
University in Georgetown, TX. Our 
pre-medical advisor on campus told 
me that in Texas, medical schools typ-
ically have a list of required courses in 
the undergraduate curriculum.  If a 
student has not taken these, they will 
not be considered for admission. Even 
with high MCAT scores, a high GPA, 
a great interview and stellar recom-
mendations, an applicant must have 
completed all of the courses on the 
list. My colleague in chemistry said 
that Texas medical schools are consid-
ering the addition of introductory 
sociology and introductory psychol-
ogy to those lists, but this decision has 
not yet been made. Such a decision 
could significantly increase enroll-
ments in these introductory courses.

The impact of this change will vary 
considerably by type and size of institu-
tion and may vary by state, depending 
on decisions made by various medical 
schools. In my liberal arts setting, for 
example, all students are required to 
take at least two social science courses 
to fulfill General Education require-

ments. Sociology and psychology are 
both among the most popular choices. 
It is unknown what proportion of 
current pre-med students already take 
the courses. We do know, however, that 
they often take them in their senior 
year. That could change with the new 
section on the MCAT. 

How institutions respond (or need 
to respond) will depend on medical 
school lists of “required courses” for 
consideration for admission. It will 
also vary considerably by institution 
type. Large institutions may consider 
developing specific sections of both 
introductory psychology and intro-
ductory sociology aimed at pre-med 
students. Smaller institutions are 
unable to do that.

Start Planning Now   
The scheduled changes in the 

MCAT will affect students who are 
currently in their first year of college. 
On our campus the pre-medical 
advisors are already suggesting that 
students thinking about medical 
school should take our introductory 
course (Social Patterns and Processes) 
to fulfill one of their General Ed social 
science requirements. This is only one 
of our two introductory sociology 
courses—Social Problems is the other. 
Since we only offer three or four 
sections of that a year, and typically 
a very large proportion of entering 
cohorts (as many has 50 percent or 

more) think that they are pre-med. . 
. we potentially face significant over-
enrollment issues for introductory 
sociology.

The change could also affect graduates 
who are taking the MCAT after complet-
ing their undergraduate degrees. If those 
graduates did not take the required 
course in sociology, they might need to 
find a way to fulfill that requirement for 
admission to medical school.

There are at least six things a 
department chair can do to begin the 
process of planning for this change.

Contact the pre-med advisors on 1. 
campus. Advising procedures often 

MCAT
from Page 1

Continued on page 6
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The ASA provides two types 
of space for individuals or 

groups at the Annual Meeting. 
ASA Council policies on the use 
of such space are outlined below. 
Because ASA Sections have been 
allotted program time, they are 
excluded from these provisions.

Meeting Space
Groups wishing to meet in 

conjunction with the 2013 Annual 
Meeting may request space by 
sending a formal letter of request 
with signature (e-mail mes-
sages are not acceptable) to ASA 
Meeting Services by February 
26, 2013. Rooms are allocated on 
a first-come, first-served basis, 
one meeting per group. In the 
event that space exceeds demand, 
requests for a second meeting will 
be considered. Note: space is very 
limited in New York; submit your 
meeting space request as early as 
possible.

Space requests are catego-
rized as follows:

Small groups sponsored by •	
ASA members requesting space 
for the purpose of conducting 
sessions focused on a special 
aspect of sociology will be 

allocated one time slot from 
6:30-8:15 pm on the first or 
third evening (August 10 or 
August 12). The topic to be dis-
cussed should be clearly stated 
in the request, along with an 
estimate of the size of the group 
expected to attend the session.
Groups or organizations wish-•	
ing to gather for other meetings 
such as those of a religious, 
political, or special interest 
nature are required to sub-
mit a petition containing the 
signatures of 10 ASA members 
who support the request. These 
groups will be assigned one 
meeting room from 8:00-10:00 
pm on the second night of the 
meeting (August 11). If the 
number of requests exceeds the 
available space, groups will be 
assigned to the 6:30 pm time 
slot on August 10 or 12.
Those groups or organizations •	
wishing to hold receptions, din-
ners, or other social gatherings 
should also submit requests 
for space by the February 26 
deadline. Space availability is 
normally limited to 6:30-8:15 
pm on August 10 or 12, and to 
8:00-10:00 pm on August 11.

An announcement of each meet-
ing will be included in the “Activities 
of Other Groups” listing and in 
the body of the program schedule. 
These listings will include the name 
of the group or title/topic of the 
session, name of organizer/sponsor 
if appropriate, and date and time of 
the meeting. Room assignments are 
printed in the Annual Meeting Final 
Program only.

Table Space
ASA members may apply for 

table space to display literature 
about related non-profit organi-
zations or sociologically perti-
nent projects. Available space 
is assigned without charge on a 
first-come, first-served basis. ASA 
Sections are excluded from these 
provisions because two general 
display tables are provided for sec-
tions in the ASA registration area; 
requests from individual sections 
for tables cannot be considered.

Due to the number of requests 
and the limited space available 
for displays, two parties are usu-
ally assigned to each table. There 
are no general storage facilities 
beyond the space beneath each 
table, so each party is solely 
responsible for the security of its 

display materials. Policies on use 
of table space are that (1) nothing 
may be sold and (2) nothing of an 
offensive nature may be displayed.

Deadline and Notification
Formal letters of request—not 

e-mail messages—for meet-
ing space and/or table space 
must be postmarked no later 
than February 26, 2013. Letters 
should be printed on the official 
stationery of the sponsoring 
organization or member’s institu-
tion and must include the sender’s 
signature.

All letters requesting meeting 
space should identify the nature 
of the meeting, the number of 
people expected to attend, desired 
room setup or other physical 
space needs, and the scheduling 
preference of the group within the 
parameters given above.

Send space requests to: 
Kareem D. Jenkins, ASA Meeting 
Services, 1430 K St. NW, Suite 
600, Washington, DC 20005, Fax: 
(202) 638-0882

Confirmation of Meeting 
Space: Groups requesting meeting 
space will receive notification 
regarding the request no earlier 
than April 19, 2013. 

Karyn Lacy, University of Michigan 
Leslie McCall, Northwestern 

University
Patrick T. Sharkey, New York 

University
Nella Van Dyke, University of 

California – Merced
Patricia E. White, National Science 

Foundation
Robb Willer, University of 

California – Berkeley

Committee on Nominations 
Elizabeth A. Armstrong, University 

of Michigan
Maxine Leeds Craig, University of 

California – Davis 
Kathleen J. Ferraro, Northern 

Arizona University
Jill S. Grisby, Pomona College

Wendy Griswold, Northwestern 
University

Monica McDermott, University of 
Illinois, Urbana–Champaign

John Mohr, University of California
Andrew V. Papachristos, Yale 

University
Francesca Polletta, University of 

California – Irvine
Dawn Robinson, University of 

Georgia
Stephen Vaisey, Duke University
Jerry G. Watts, CUNY – Graduate 

Center

Committee on Publications
Jennifer S. Barber, University of 

Michigan
Kenneth C. Land, Duke University
Quincy Stewart, Northwestern 

University 
Amy S. Wharton, Washington State 

University

Committee on Committees 

Members-at-large
Prudence Carter, Stanford Univesity
Nikki Jones, University of California 

– Santa Barbara
Jiannbin Lee Shiao, University of 

Oregon
Brian Steensland, Indiana University
Non-Academic Institutions
Audrey Singer, The Brookings 

Institution
Rita Stephan, U.S. Census Beruea
PhD-Granting Institutions
Catherine I. Bolzendahl, University 

of California – Irvine
Katherine Donato, Vanderbilt 

University

This is not the complete list; 
the full list of 2013 ASA Election 
Candidates will soon be online at 
<www.asanet.org/about/elections.
cfm>. The elected members of the 

Committee on Nominations pre-
pared most of the slates of candi-
dates for the 2013 election; the slate 
of candidates for the Committee 
on Nominations was prepared by 
Members-at-Large of the ASA 
Council. Petitions supporting 
additional candidates for the offices 
of President-Elect, Vice President-
Elect, and Secretary must be signed 
by at least 100 voting members of 
the Association; petition candidates 
for other positions must receive the 
supporting signatures of at least 
50 voting members. All petitions 
must arrive by January 31, 2012. In 
order to be eligible to vote in the 
2012 election, you must renew your 
membership by March 31. If you 
have any questions about the slate of 
candidates or the petition process, 
e-mail governance@asanet.org or 
call (202) 383-9005.  

Election Candidates
from Page 1

Space for Other Group Activities
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Carla B. Howery Teaching 
Enhancement Fund

The Howery Teaching 
Enhancement Fund provides small 
grants (up to $2,000) to projects that 
advance the teaching and learning 
of sociology, serve as seed projects 
that will continue to have an impact 
over time, and are systematic in 
their impact. 

Scott McNall and Cynthia 
Siemsen (California State 
University-Chico) used the funds 
to buy books related to sociology 
and climate change for faculty. “Our 
biggest success was to help assure 
that sustainability will be one of the 
major pathways that students can 
choose to complete their general 
education requirements. We intend 
to show the key role sociology can 
play in helping to understand the 
causes and consequences of climate 
change, and to identify solutions.”  

Angela Harvey (The Ohio State 
University) used the funds to cover 
a small summer stipend, as well 
as the costs of reading packets 
for inmates, and travel costs for 
students who participated in an 
“Inside-Out” course conducted in 
a prison. She conducted a com-
parative evaluation of the course 
and worked to establish a partner-
ship between the prison and her 
university that will allow inmates to 
receive college credit for the course. 

Liz Gauerholz (University of 
Central Florida) used the funds to 
pay for transcribing interviews with 
sociology instructors. Her research 
examined how institutional and 
classroom factors shape the instruc-
tional approaches and expectations 
of sociology teachers. Institutional 
effects seem to be the strongest at 
large, public institutions “where 
demands for increased enrollments 
are intense.”  However, in spite of the 
pressures, sociology faculty mem-

bers continue to be passionate and 
committed to teaching. In the words 
of one of her respondents, “I find it 
very rewarding… teaching is really 
changing students’ lives… It’s very 
rewarding, and that hasn’t changed.”  

In an age of rapid changes in 
both student demographics and 
the shape of higher education, 
donations to the Carla B. Howery 
Teaching Enhancement Grant sup-
port research that advances teaching 
and learning in sociology so that 
it can continue to change students’ 
lives by helping them to understand 
their world in new ways.

Community Action Research 
Initiative (CARI)

The Community Action Research 
Initiative (CARI) is a small grant 
program that supports sociologists 
who are bringing social science 
knowledge, methods, and expertise 
to address community-identified 
issues and concerns. The sociolo-
gists conduct pro bono work with 
a community organization or local 
public interest group. CARI pro-
vides up to $3,000 for each project 
to cover direct costs associated with 
doing the research. For those of us 
whose work and research functions 
relatively far from the direct needs 
of communities, making a dona-
tion to CARI offers a unique way to 
help bring the insights of sociology 
directly to the people and com-
munities who need them. The ASA 
Spivack fund provides matching 
funds.

Successful research programs 
include Beth Tarasawa’s (St. Norbert 
College) research with The Giving 
Tree Pantry of Green Bay, WI, 
and the Howard-Suamico School 
District. Tarasawa examined 
how economically disadvantaged 
students supported by The Giving 
Tree compared to similarly disad-
vantaged students who were not 

supported. The school district hopes 
the research will be used to advocate 
for increased support to disadvan-
taged students.

Another research program 
supported by CARI was Leah 
Schmalzbaur’s (Montana State 
University) research with Latino 
immigrants in Montana’s Gallatin 
Valley. She worked closely with the 
Gallatin Valley Human Rights Task 
Force to help the Latino community 
organize itself to advocate for better 
living conditions.

Shannon Elizabeth Bell 
(University of Oregon) worked 
with the Sludge Safety Project (SSP) 
in the coal mining region of West 
Virginia. Bell’s research helped 
SSP inform, protect, and organize 
coalfield citizens who have suffered 
the environmental consequences of 
irresponsible coal mining practices, 
specifically, the water pollution from 
coal waste.

Using CARI funds sociologists 
have addressed these issues and 
other issues like minority health, 
gang violence, childhood poverty, 
local food deserts, homelessness, 
and “walkable” communities. 
Financial support for CARI is 
needed to allow for similar research 
projects in communities of need in 
the future.

Fund for the Advancement of 
the Discipline

The Fund for the Advancement 
of the Discipline (FAD) is a small-
grant program jointly undertaken 
by the Sociology Program of the 
National Science Foundation (NSF) 
and the ASA that has been in exis-
tence for almost a quarter of a cen-
tury. Since its inception, more than 
310 scholars have received funding. 
The more ASA members contribute 
to the program, the more grants can 
be awarded to ASA members. The 
primary intellectual purpose of this 

program is to advance sociology 
and nurture the development of 
scientific knowledge by supporting 
small, groundbreaking research 
initiatives. The second intellectual 
purpose is to hold conferences and 
other activities that develop new 
research agendas and networks. 
The FAD program holds two award 
competitions per year (June and 
December). Winners receive a 
maximum of $7,000. 

The scholars who applied to the 
FAD program in recent years came 
from a broad spectrum of colleges 
and universities, all academic ranks, 
and a mix of professional ages. 
The FAD program has always been 
successful in recruiting profes-
sionally younger scholars who 
received their PhD degrees fewer 
than seven years ago. Topic areas 
have included: State, Civic, and 
Global Transformations; Politics 
and Culture of Immigration and 
Assimilation; Economic Sociology: 
Inequality, Disadvantage, and 
Mismatch; Integration of Structure 
and Culture; Comparative Studies 
of Health Movements; Managing 
Identities; and Socialization. FAD 
raises awareness of sociological 
projects and allows more junior 
faculty to experiment with novel 
approaches and theories. 

Hiroshi Ono (Texas A&M 
University) received FAD funds for 
“Globalization and Inequality in the 
Labor Market: The Study of Career 
Mobility in the Japanese Financial 
Sector.” One used the grant to help 
support his field research in Tokyo 
where he interviewed finance pro-
fessionals in foreign-owned invest-
ment bank, and HR specialists and 
headhunters who serve the market 
for workers making the transition 
from domestic to foreign firms.

Pamela Popielarz (University of 
Illinois-Chicago) received funding 

 An Alternative Gift Fair for Sociology – Donate to the Small Grants Program 

In recent years, “alternative gift fairs” have become more common—providing holiday shoppers with a chance to make a donation to a non-profit 
organization in a friend or family member’s name. Shoppers then send a card to that person explaining their gift and the greater good it will do in the 

coming year. This year, you might consider making a donation to the ASA Small Grants Program in the name of a colleague, friend, or family mem-
ber. Contribute directly to one of the three ASA funds—the Howery Teaching Enhancement Fund, the Community Action Research Initiative, or the 
the Fund to Advance the Discipline—or make a general contribution to support all three elements of the Small Grants Program. To make a donation, 
log in to the ASA website and click on the “Contribute” link. Pease keep the ASA Small Grants Program in mind as you consider ways to express your 
appreciation to colleagues and friends, as you consider your end-of-year tax deductions, or as part of your estate planning. For more information on any 
of the small frants, see the “Funding” page at <www.asanet.org>.

Continued on page 6
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vary considerably from campus to 
campus. Whether there are faculty 
within a department specifically 
designated to help with pre-pro-
fessional advising or whether it is 
done through a central office,when 
visiting with pre-medical advisors 
on campus collect information on 
the following questions:

Have they started to make cur-•	
ricular changes related to the 
MCAT?  If so, what changes have 
they made?
What advice do they currently •	
give pre-med students in terms 
of taking introductory courses? Is 
a specific course recommended? 
When in their indergraduate 
career are they advised to take the 
course?
Have they made, or do they •	
expect, to make changes in 
pre-medical advising in terms of 
requiring a course in introductory 
sociology?
For the main set of medical •	
schools to which their students 
apply, is there a list of required 
courses for admission? If so, does 
it include an introductory course 
in sociology?

Collect data about pre-medical 2. 
students at the institution Some 
useful data include:  a) the number 
of first-year students who identi-
fied as pre-med in recent entering 
cohorts; b) the number of graduat-
ing students who apply to medical 
school; c) the proportion of current 

pre-med students who already take 
introductory sociology; and d) when 
those students took the introductory 
sociology course in their academic 
career.

On my campus, a colleague in 
chemistry provided me with the 
names of all of the students in the 
last six years who had taken the 
MCAT. While this significantly 
underestimates the total number 
of students who may enter col-
lege thinking that they are going 
to medical school, it provided 
a useful starting point. The 
Registrar’s office did an analysis 
of transcripts to determine what 
proportion of these students had 
taken introductory sociology. 
This analysis suggests that the 
impact on sociology will likely 
be larger than on psychology. In 
all six cohorts, a large majority 
of students who completed the 
MCAT exam had taken the intro-
ductory psychology course. A 
significantly smaller proportion 
had taken introductory sociology. 
In the most extreme year, 100  
percent had taken an introduc-
tion to psychology course, while 
only 25 percent had taken the 
introduction to sociology course. 
In the most recent year, the rela-
tive proportions were 72 percent 
and 36 percent. Nationwide, psy-
chology enrollments are among 
the largest in the social sciences, 
typically outpacing those in 
sociology.

Talk with appropriate administra-3. 

tors about resource needs related to 
these changes.These conversations 
should start early in the process 
and continue as more data are 
available on changes to in the 
MCAT and their impact.
Examine the content of, as well as 4. 
the student learning outcomes for, 
introductory courses. Do they cover 
the content/competencies/student 
learning outcomes needed for the 
social and behavioral science sec-
tion of the new MCAT?
Have department discussions about 5. 
student learning outcomes of intro-
ductory sociology and the needs of 
pre-med students taking the MCAT. 
Discuss the range of issues that need 
to be addressed, including increas-
ing the number and timing of 
sections of introductory sociology 
offered as well as coverage of mate-
rial needed to prepare pre-medical 
students for their careers. One of 
the first recommendations found in 
Liberal Learning and the Sociology 
Major Updated is that “Departments 
should gauge the needs and interests 
of their students, and department 
goals and practices should, in part, 
reflect and respond to these needs 
and interests as well as to the mis-
sion of the institution” (McKinney, 
et al. 2004:ii). The upcoming shift in 
the MCAT is a perfect example of 
how the needs of a specific subset of 
our students in introductory sociol-
ogy may change.
Talk with appropriate depart-6. 
ment chairs about the desirability/
feasibility of offering introductory 

sociology specifically for pre-med 
majors. Even if no specific sec-
tions of introductory sociology 
are developed, coordination with 
departments that offer other 
required courses in the pre-
medical sequence (such as biology 
and chemistry) is essential. It is 
important that a significant num-
ber of the sections of introductory 
sociology do not conflict with the 
timing of other required courses 
for pre-med students.

Hopefully this background and set 
of suggestions will help departments 
and programs plan for changes that 
may have an impact upon enroll-
ments in introductory sociology as 
the MCAT changes its format in the 
coming years. 
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for “Schools of Bureaucracy: Fraternal 
Orders in the Industrializing Midwest, 
1890-1920.”  She said, the grant 
“helped me to expand my project 
significantly. I was able to hire an RA 
to code some data that I’d already 
gathered on my own… I was also able 
to travel to gather new data from a 
source that had been suggested to me 
by several colleagues.”

R. Tyson Smith (Rutgers University), 
who received funding for “Informal 
Coping Mechanisms of U.S. Veterans 
of the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars,” 
reported that FAD helped him move 
forward with an important project on 

returning Iraq and Afghanistan war 
veterans. The money has helped get 
the (very long) interviews transcribed. 
“It’s nice to have the financial and intel-
lectual support of the ASA. The critical 
feedback from reviewers was beneficial 
too.”

Marc Dixon (Dartmouth College) 
and Andrew Martin (Ohio State 
University) received funds for “Social 
Protest and Corporate Change.” “The 
FAD award was critical in allowing 
me to start a new line of research 
prior to promotion,” said Dixon. 
“The award has supported a steady 
stream of undergraduate research 
assistants at Dartmouth and is now 
bearing fruit in multiple papers in 
progress and is the basis of a larger 

funding proposal.”
Melinda Kane (East Carolina 

University) used the ASA FAD grant 
to expand her research on university-
recognized LGBT student groups by 
funding a graduate research assistant 
to help with data collection and 
analysis. “Not only did this result in 
the traditional research outcomes 
such as new data, conference pre-
sentations, manuscript submissions, 
the research also contributed to a 
discussion of LGBT issues at a cam-
pus brownbag attended by university 
administrators, faculty, and students. 
The experience helped my graduate 
assistant qualify for a new university 
position, focused specifically on the 
retention of LGBT students. 

FAD holds a workshop each year 
at the ASA annual meeting to help 
ASA member scholars, especially 
career, to sucessfully apply for a grant. 
The FAD director (Roberta Spalter-
Roth) discuss: What are the chances 
of winning? What kinds of proposals 
get funded?  What makes research 
“cutting edge” and significant for 
sociology as a field?  How do you 
emphasize the scientific, social and 
educational impact of the proposal?  
How do you deal with suggestions 
and criticisms if you are asked to 
revise and resubmit? Along with 
the annual workshop, Spalter-Roth 
(spalter-roth@asanet.org) provide 
pre-proposal guidance to potential 
applicants. 

Small Grants
from Page 5

MCAT
from Page 3
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Karen A. Cerulo, Rutgers University, 
Chair of the ASA Committee on 

Publications 

In large associations, it is some-
times difficult to get a full 

picture of what committees and 
subcommittees actually do. Thus, 
for several years, the Chair of the 
ASA Committee on Publications 
(otherwise known as PubsComm) 
has written for Footnotes, reporting 
on different aspects of our work. My 
article joins those of Michael Hout 
(2008), Christine Williams (2010), 
and Robert Zussman (2011).  

Who are we?
PubsComm consists of six 

members elected by the ASA 
membership; we serve three-
year terms. Voting members also 
include the ASA President and 
Secretary. PubsComm meets twice 
a year, once for a full day at the 
Annual Meeting and once during a 
December weekend in Washington, 
DC. Editors from each of the ASA’s 
eight journals, Contexts magazine, 
and the Rose Book Series attend 
the meetings, although they are not 
voting members of the committee. 
Sally Hillsman, the ASA Executive 
Director, also attends our gather-
ings as do two wonderful ASA staff 
members who work regularly with 
the committee: Karen Edwards 
(Director of ASA Publications and 
Membership) and Janine Chiappa 
McKenna (the ASA Journals and 
Publications Manager). Of course, 
in addition to these meetings, we 
confer regularly via e-mail, talking 
as a full committee or as a series of 
subcommittees devoted to specific 
tasks. 

What We Do
PubsComm works on several 

different issues. However, one of 
the committee’s primary tasks 
involves recruiting editors for ASA 
journals. When openings occur, a 
PubsComm subcommittee gener-
ates a list of potential editors, all 
of whom are then invited to apply 
for the position. We also post print 
and web announcements about 
openings in order to reach a broad 
audience of applicants. 

In my time on the committee, I 
have seen as many as seven applica-
tions for an editorship, but I have 

also seen as few as one application. 
If editorial work is attractive to you, 
submitting an application is a good 
investment—one that carries a high 
probability of success.

This year, our committee began 
something new to encourage ASA 
members to be more involved in the 
selection process. Once receiving all 
of the applications, short, anony-
mous “vision statements” were 
posted on the ASA website (www.
asanet.org/journals/upcoming_edi-
torships/vision_statements.cfm) 
so that members could share their 
reactions to would-be editors’ ideas. 

With applications and feed-
back in hand, a subcommittee of 
PubsComm reviews the candidates 
and, at the December meeting, 
makes a recommendation to the 
full committee. The full commit-
tee then ranks the applications 
and makes a recommendation to 
the ASA Council. ASA Council 
has the final say—and yes, they 
sometimes overturn PubsComm’s 
recommendations. 

In 2012, we searched for editors 
of the Journal of Health and Social 
Behavior and Sociology of Education. 
In August 2013, we will start the 
process for several other ASA 
journals. If you might like to toss 
your hat in the ring, read on! I will 
briefly discuss what an editor does 
to “get the word out” on sociological 
research.

What Editors Do
It is true that editing a journal is a 

difficult task. It takes much time and 
effort, lots of attention to detail, and, 
often, difficult decision making. It 
is, however, very rewarding work 
that gives scholars an opportunity to 
mold the direction of the disci-
pline. Thus, while editing differs 
from original research, it makes an 
important contribution in develop-
ing the sociological canon. Is it a job 
for you? Perhaps some thoughts on 
editorial work may help you answer 
that question.

The first task of an editor is to 
assess a journal’s mission and con-
sider the interests of its readership. 
New editors review the founding 
intentions of the journal; they also 
frame the publication’s current 
concerns and set an agenda for the 
future. Changing editorial visions as 

they occur over time keep a journal 
dynamic and relevant.  Where 
would Sociological Theory be, for 
example, without the fresh eyes and 
attention to change that each new 
editorial team brings to the ever-
developing landscape of theory? 
Where would Social Psychology 
Quarterly be— a field with ever 
evolving approaches (i.e., symbolic 
interactionism, theories of social 
structure and personality, exchange 
theories, expectation states theories, 
etc.)—without editors’ sensitivity to 
the various ways of knowing? 

The second job of an editor is to 
create a narrative—a dialog between 
the articles within an issue, across 
issues, and across pieces published 
in related journals. While the 
quality of manuscripts is always of 
primary concern, so too is the “fit” 
of manuscripts—where a piece falls 
on an intellectual map and how it 
links to the conversation within a 
journal. Of course, it is this dialog 
that maintains a journal’s impact 
ratings, something that editors 
strive to increase.

Editors, along with their review-
ers, are teachers and mentors as 
well. Through detailed feedback, 
constructive and thoughtful criti-
cism, and intellectual engagement, 
editors work to bring the best out of 
authors. They help authors to clarify, 
underscore, target, and focus as 
well as fine tune and clearly express 
ideas. Even for authors whose work 
is rejected by an editor, it is the edi-
tor’s job to “part company” in a way 
that gives an author something on 

which to build.
Finally, editors are administra-

tors and managers, perhaps the 
least attractive part of the job, but 
a critical function. Editors must 
keep their reviewers from delaying a 
decision on a manuscript; encour-
age authors to make timely revisions 
and corrections; and attend to copy-
right issues and keep manuscripts 
moving through the production 
process. Keeping one’s readership 
intact requires the regular predict-
able appearance of quarterly or 
bimonthly issues.

Editorial tasks are many—and 
the direct financial compensation 
to editors is minimal. ASA journal 
editors do not receive the large 
stipends that many non-association 
journals provide, although ASA 
does pay for each journal’s editorial 
office. (However, PubsComm is cur-
rently reviewing the ASA’s editorial 
honoraria—something that has not 
happened since 1981) While there 
is little financial incentive, editors 
do enjoy professional and intel-
lectual rewards. Editing can make a 
difference. It may even be the best 
postdoc one can get.  

As PubsComm Chair, I have 
enjoyed the opportunity to address 
issues that help get the word out 
in sociology and make it more 
attractive for people to say “yes” 
when that editorial invitation hits 
their inbox. Thanks to my wonder-
ful committee for their energy and 
hard work, and thanks especially to 
Executive Office staff for charting 
the waters for us. 

PubsComm: Getting the Word Out

ASA Minority Fellowship Program Call for Applications
The online application portal for the Minority Fellowship Program 
(MFP) is now live. Prospective applicants can review the essay 
prompts prior to beginning the submission process at www.asanet.
org/funding/mfp_application.cfm. MFP is supported by significant 
annual contributions from Sociologists for Women in Society, Alpha 
Kappa Delta, and the Midwest Sociological Society, along with the 
Association of Black Sociologists, the Southwestern Sociological 
Association, numerous individual ASA members, and the East-
ern Sociological Society and the Pacific Sociological Association. 
Eligible applicants MUST be enrolled in and have completed one 
full academic year in a graduate program that grants the PhD in so-
ciology at the time of applying. Applicants must be members of an 
underrepresented racial/ethnic minority group in the United States. 
The deadline for all materials is January 31, 2013 with the exception 
of the applicant’s transcripts. Contact minority.affairs@asanet.org 
with any questions.
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University of Michigan, agreed with 
Prewitt, asserting that once again there 
are “simplistic notions” in our discus-
sion of race in America. In addition, 
John Mark Hansen of the University 
of Chicago suggested that the political 
polarization evident in Washington 
reflected a polarized nation.

The first scheduled speaker 
was Norman Ornstein, American 
Enterprise Institute, who provided an 
assessment of the 2012 election results, 
suggesting that Republicans were still 
in shock over losing a presidential race 
they believed they were going to win. 
Ornstein commented that Republican 
pollsters had assured the Romney 
campaign that the election was theirs. 
However, Ornstein noted, their polls 
were based on erroneous predictions. 
With this unexpected outcome, he 
asserted, there is now a battle within 
the GOP. One side, believes Romney 
was not conservative enough and 
that continuing the very conservative 
direction of the party is necessary 
for future success. Others, believing 
that achieving more success among 
Hispanic voters is the key, support 
passing some version of the Dream 
Act to make these voters happy, while 
remaining true to other conservative 
policies. Another, dubbed the “prag-
matists” by Ornstein, understands 
that much needs to be done, including 
redefining the GOP message, since the 
2012 problem was not only with the 
Hispanic vote, but also the disastrous 
outcome among Asian American 
voters.

Even with the election over, 
Ornstein stated that the “fiscal cliff” 
negotiations were moving very slowly. 
He worried about the continuing pres-
sure on the discretionary spending 
side of the budget that would produce 
a “destructive zero-sum game” among 
health, transportation, science, 
education, justice, and agriculture 
spending. He advised the audience 
that it remained important to express 
to policy makers the “immense value 
to society and the global economy” of 
social and behavioral science research.

Congressional Panel
The colloquium attendees next 

heard from a panel of congressional 
staffers.

Barbara Pryor, Senior Legislative 
Assistant for Sen. Jay Rockefeller 

(D-WV), spoke about the impor-
tance of the American Community 
Survey (ACS), which the House 
voted to eliminate. Eliminating 
the ACS or making it voluntary 
(as advocated by some lawmakers) 
would hurt the data, she argued. The 
loss would be felt within a year, but 
Pryor said, by five years, it would be 
a “disaster.” She argued that protect-
ing the ACS is important enough for 
those in the social science commu-
nity to become vocal activists. 

Dahlia Sokolov, Democratic Staff 
Director of the House Research and 
Science Education Subcommittee, 
recommended ways the social and 
behavioral science community could 
become more active in its interaction 
with Congress. She noted that mem-
bers of Congress tend to focus single-
mindedly on the concept of STEM 
education and that they need help 
understanding the value of social sci-
ence. She called on the social science 
community to reach out to her col-
leagues on the Committee. Sokolov 
urged social scientists to “sell” their 
work to Congress, rather than hop-
ing it would speak for itself. She 
suggested social scientists use narra-
tives to show how their work helps 
Americans and to point to tangible 
applications of their research.

Wendell Primus, Senior Policy 
Adviser to Rep. Nancy Pelosi 
(D-CA), discussed the impending 
fiscal cliff and the prospects for a 
comprehensive debt deal. He stated, 
“Your funding is tied to the fiscal 
cliff,” and that the impact will be 
felt in both the long and short term. 
Primus predicted that a debt deal 
is likely to consist of two parts: an 
initial “down-payment” agreement 
about revenues followed by a more 
comprehensive agreement next 
year covering entitlements and tax 
reform. He noted that of the $2.9 
trillion in program cuts recom-
mended by the Bowles-Simpson 
plan, $1.6 trillion has already been 
enacted (while none of the recom-
mended $2.6 trillion in revenue 
increases has). Meanwhile, between 
1979 and 2007, tax rates for the 
wealthiest one percent of Americans 
fell by more than seven percent, 
compared to a 3.7 percent drop for 
those in the 21st to 80th percentiles. 
Primus argued that we now face a 
choice between cutting taxes for the 
wealthy and breaking the promises 

we made to the elderly, disabled, and 
disadvantaged.

Broadening Participation in 
Science

The first day of the Colloquium 
concluded with a robust discussion 
regarding “Broadening Participation 
in Science in a Diverse America.” 
The panel consisted of Dorit Zuk, 
National Institutes of Health (NIH); 
Kellina Craig-Henderson, National 
Science Foundation (NSF); and Joan 
Y. Reede, Harvard Medical School. 
The panel was moderated by our 
own Sally Hillsman. 

Hillsman began the discus-
sion with a brief report on the 
Collaborative for Enhancing 
Diversity in Science (CEDS) May 
24, 2012, workshop, “Enhancing 
Diversity: Working Together to 
Develop Common Data, Measures 
and Standards.” The workshop was 
designed to develop comprehensive 
and cohesive metrics to track the 
efforts of governments, universities, 
private foundations, and associations 
to enhance minority participation in 
the sciences. For more information 
on the workshop see www.cossa.org/
diversity/diversity.html.

The first panelist, Zuk reviewed 
the product of two working groups 
of the Advisory Committee to the 
NIH Director. One, the “Biomedical 
Research Workforce,” determined 
that NIH’s efforts to support training 
for graduate students and post-docs 
was inadequate. Zuk then discussed 
NIH’s responses to charges made 
by Ginther, et. al. in Science that the 
Institutes need greater diversity in the 
research workforce. Another working 
group also made recommendations 
in this area including: enhancing data 
collection and evaluation; strengthen-
ing mentoring, career preparation, 
and retention; increasing institutional 
support at universities, academic 
health centers, and at the NIH; and 
conducting research on possible 
unconscious bias.

Craig-Henderson began by cit-
ing the September 2012 National 
Academies of Science report, 
Expanding Underrepresented Minority 
Participation, which noted the urgent 
need to expand participation in 
STEM fields, currently at about nine 
percent, because the United States 
now relies on non-U.S. citizens and 
international students for large num-
ber of STEM doctorates and employ-

ees.  She also reviewed research 
findings across the social science 
fields that describe implicit bias, ste-
reotype threat, and other phenomena 
that grantees experience. The NSF, 
Craig-Henderson said, was beginning 
a significant effort to stimulate the 
Science of Broadening Participation 
(SBP). Craig-Henderson sees SBP 
as “potentially transforming,” since 
“ultimately this kind of work can 
disrupt our existing paradigms.” 
Employing empirical approaches, she 
said, can yield interesting and coun-
terintuitive results, citing research 
that finds assertiveness training does 
not improve women’s ability to nego-
tiate and that “diversity training does 
not lead to greater diversity in senior 
management.”

Reede described her experi-
ences and lessons learned from her 
years as director of the Harvard 
Medical School (HMS) Office for 
Diversity Inclusion and Community 
Partnership. There is a rich literature, 
Reede explained, regarding the barri-
ers to achieving diversity: inadequate 
opportunity, lack of preparation, lack 
of awareness, insufficient resources, 
inadequate relationships with men-
tors, networks, and supports, as well 
as institutional barriers (culture, 
policies and practices). So the first 
lesson, she stressed, is that broaden-
ing participation must be central to 
the mission of your organization, 
otherwise it is not taken seriously. 
COSSA Staff assisted in writing this article

COSSA
from Page 1

Nominations 
Sought for 2013 
Section Awards
Each year ASA’s 52 sections 
celebrate the achievements 
of sociologists working in 
their topic areas. Awards are 
given to authors of books, 
dissertations and articles, to 
students, and to celebrate 
great career achievements. 
This year, please consider 
nominating any of your 
colleagues and students 
who are doing outstanding 
work.  You can find out more 
information about individual 
section awards online at 
www.asanet.org/sections/
section_awards.cfm.
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Call for Papers
Publications

Contemporary Justice Review Special 
Issue: Anarchism as a Foundation for 
Justice. Contemporary Justice Review 
welcomes papers that focus on the 
theory of anarchism as it relates to jus-
tice as well as on practices that serve to 
meet the needs of all in different social 
situations. Anarchism is regarded as a 
needs-based perspective on social life 
whose aims are best achieved through 
nonviolent means. Articles might sug-
gest or outline anarchist strategies for 
fostering families, schools, and places 
of work that take into account the 
needs of all, structurally as well as in 
the daily practices of those involved in 
these social arrangements. Articles fo-
cusing more broadly on economic and 
sociopolitical issues as they impact the 
principles and processes of justice are 
also welcome. We will gladly welcome 
any work on the ecology movement, 
animal rights movement, local food 
movement, sustainable agriculture 
movement, and/or restorative justice 
movement. Deadline: April 15, 2013. 
Contact: Dennis Sullivan at dsullivan6@
nycap.rr.com.

Feminist Criminology Special Issue: 
30th Anniversary of the Division on 
Women & Crime. In November 2014, 
the American Society of Criminology’s 
Division on Women & Crime (DWC) 
will be celebrating its 30th anniversary. 
In honor of this milestone event, the 

Division’s official journal, Feminist Crimi-
nology, is soliciting papers for a special 
issue commemorating the DWC’s 30th 
anniversary. Papers for this issue will 
be divided into three categories but 
will have one unifying theme: an as-
sessment of the “state of the discipline” 
for feminist criminology. The three 
categories include: Feminist crimino-
logical theorizing, Feminist crimino-
logical methodology, and Feminist 
criminological praxis. All papers should 
be anchored in an analysis of current 
best practices for feminist criminology. 
Empirical analyses are preferred, but 
theoretical essays also may be submit-
ted. Deadline: April 19, 2013. Contact: 
Susan Sharp at ssharp@ou.edu or 
Amanda Burgess-Proctor at burgessp@
oakland.edu; <fcx.sagepub.com>.

The Michigan Sociological Review 
is pleased to announce its upcoming 
special edition (Vol. 27, Spring 2013): 
Social Construction of Difference and 
Inequality. Topics salient to inequality 
and difference are welcome. All manu-
scripts are to be in ASA format and 
sanitized (remove author self-referenc-
es) for review. Deadline: February 28, 
2013. Contact: tore@stcloudstate.edu; 
<www.gvsu.edu/msr/

Meetings

11th Conference of the European 
Sociological Association, August 
28-31, 2013, University of Turin, Italy. 
Theme: “Crisis, Critique and Change.” 
The conference calls for research, 

explanations, and reflections on the 
causes of the crisis and its effects, 
both on the political agenda, and on 
individuals’ and family lives. We look 
for sociological contributions to foster 
an understanding of the crisis and the 
dual role of critique in interpreting and 
affecting changes. Deadline: February 
1. <www.esa11thconference.eu>.

18th International Conference of the 
Society for Philosophy and Technol-
ogy, July 4-6, 2013, ISEG, Technical 
University of Lisbon, Portugal. Theme: 
“Technology in the Age of Informa-
tion.” A main aim of the conference is 
to encourage debate on the cultural, 
social, economic, political, and ethical 
implications of advances in informa-
tion and media technology. Digital net-
works and computerized technological 
systems have enlarged the domain 
of human technological action and 
responsibility, which raises new ques-
tions about the impacts of globaliza-
tion and of the expanding information 
economy on the public and cultural 
spheres. Reflecting on the emergence 
of information and communication 
technologies (ICTs), several questions 
may be raised. Contributions from a 
variety of disciplines are encouraged. 
Deadline: February 1, 2013. Contact: 
spt2013@iseg.utl.pt; <www.spt2013.
com>.

2014 Organization of American 
Historians Annual Meeting, April 10-
13, 2014, Atlanta, GA. Theme: “Crossing 
Borders.” The history of the United 

States is a product of migrations – 
internal and international. Along with 
people, goods, and ideas crossed these 
borders, reshaping the composition 
and character of the American people. 
The theme for the 2014 conference 
seeks to examine, in all their complex-
ity, a broad array of border cross-
ings and “encounters” in U.S. history, 
highlighting the contributions and 
challenges presented by those who 
transcended borders to redefine their 
lives or flee the constraints of their 
pasts. The program committee invites 
the submission of panels and presenta-
tions that deal with the themes of the 
conference and other important issues 
in American history. Teaching sessions 
and professional development sessions 
are also welcome. Deadline: February 
15, 2013. <www.oah.org/news/index.
html?article_id=3043>.

Collaboration among Government, 
Market, and Society: Forging Part-
nerships and Encouraging Compe-
tition, May 25-26, 2013, Shanghai, 
China. The conference will examine the 
various aspects of collaboration from 
theoretical and empirical perspec-
tives in a cross-national setting. It 
requests proposals for high-quality, 
theory-driven papers. Collaboration 
and competition among government, 
nonprofit, and for-profit organizations 
have been growing trends over the 
years and have fundamentally shaped 
the values, operations, responsibilities, 
and results of public management. 
Synergy is sought to deal with complex 
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issues that are best handled by mul-
tiple agencies or actors. With varying 
results, different forms of collabora-
tion, from competitive outsourcing to 
long-term public/private partnerships, 
have been used in countries with dif-
ferent political, social, economic, and 
cultural backgrounds. While new op-
portunities are created, collaboration 
induces boundary blurring that poses 
challenges to public management 
regarding its missions, core technolo-
gies and competencies, the nature of 
its performance, and accountability. 
Partnerships may also impose con-
straints on competition, and vice versa. 
Deadline: December 31, 2012. <www.
appam.org/events/international-
conferences/>.

International Congress on Sociol-
ogy of Law and Political Action (ISA/
RCSL), September 3-6, 2013, Toulouse, 
France. Workshop: “Environment and 
the Law: Popular Struggles, Popular 
Epidemiology and other Forms of 
Resistance ‘from Below’ in Worldwide 
Areas at Risk”. This workshop aims to 
explore how lay-actors’ reactions to en-
vironmental manipulations attempted 
by states and corporations challenge 
the law, the policies concerning the 
development of the areas, and the 
notion of general interest, citizen-
ship, etc. In particular, postcolonial 
reflections on the relations between 
space, “development,” and the law are 
welcomed. The workshop is open to 
any kind of method, but it favors quali-
tative and ethnographic investigations 
on the subject. Deadline: February 1, 
2013. <2013rcslcongress.sciencespo-
toulouse.fr/IMG/pdf/Call_for_Pa-
pers_-_Environment_and_the_Law.
pdf>.

International Workshop on Religion, 
Law and Policy Making: European 
Norms and National Practices in 
Eastern Europe and the Russian 
Federation, June 13-14, 2013, Tartu, 
Estonia. The goal of the workshop is 
to advance the multidisciplinary study 
of the processes—cultural, economic, 
political, and legal—of European 
integration related to the patterns of 
interaction among religion, policies 
and law in post-communist countries 
of Eastern Europe. The complex inter-
play among European and national 
law and law, policy, and religion at the 
levels of nation and European Union is 
approached from jurisprudential, reli-
gious, sociological, cultural, historical, 
and political perspectives. Deadline: 
February 11, 2013. Contact: Alar Kilp 
at alar.kilp@ut.ee, Jerry G. Pankhurst at 
jpankhurst@wittenberg.edu, or William 
B. Simons at william.simons@ut.ee; 
<ceurus.ut.ee/conferences/call-for-pa-
pers-religion-and-politics-workshop/>.

Power and Justice in the Contem-
porary World-Economy, August 9, 
2013, Hotel Pennsylvania, New York 
City. This one-day conference will focus 
on highlighting sociologists’ contribu-
tions to contemporary struggles for 
social justice around the world.  It is 
co-sponsored by four ASA sections and 
is being held the day before the open-
ing of the ASA annual meeting in New 
York. The conference program is open 
and all proposals for participation on 
topics related to power and justice in 
the contemporary world-economy will 
be considered. Deadline: February 23, 
2013. <powerandjustice.com>.

The Society for the Study of Social 
Problems (SSSP) 63rd Annual Meet-
ing, August 9-11, 2013, New York, NY. 

Theme: “Re-imagining Social Problems: 
Moving Beyond Social Construc-
tionism.” SSSP is an interdisciplinary 
community of scholars, practitioners, 
advocates, and students interested in 
the application of critical, scientific, and 
humanistic perspectives to the study of 
vital social problems. Each participant 
is permitted to submit one sole-author 
paper and one critical dialogue paper, 
but additional co-authored papers may 
be submitted. Critical Dialogue sessions 
include short (5 minute) presentations 
by eight authors followed by an en-
gaged dialogue that critically explores 
connections among the papers. The 
audience will have an opportunity 
to participate in the dialogue as well. 
Deadline: January 31, 2013. Contact: 
sssp@utk.edu; <www.sssp1.org>.

Meetings
February 1, 2013. Fifth Annual 
Medicine and the Humanities and Social 
Sciences Conference, Sam Houston 
State University, Huntsville, TX. Con-
tact: soc_aab@shsu.edu; <www.shsu.
edu/~hss001/conference/>.

February 14-16, 2013. Australian and 
New Zealand Studies Association of 
North America 20th Annual Conference, 
Georgetown University, Washington, 
DC. Contact: Patricia O’Brien at pao4@
georgetown.edu; <www.anzsana.net>.

February 16, 2013. 34th Annual Meet-
ing of the Hawaii Sociological Associa-
tion, Honolulu Community College, Ho-
nolulu, HI. Theme: “Critically Examining 
Structures of Inequality: Encouraging 
Agency and Creating Change.” Contact: 
hawaiisoc@gmail.com; <sites.google.
com/site/hawaiisociology/home>.

March 18-20, 2013. 2013 International 
Labour Process, Rutgers University, New 
Brunswick, NJ. Contact: ilpc.admin@
ilpc.org.uk; <www.ilpc.org.uk

March 27-30, 2013. 93rd Annual Meet-
ing of the Southwestern Sociological 
Association, New Orleans, LA. Theme: 
“New Social Media and Life, Politics, 
and Society in the Early 21st Century.” 
Contact: Cynthia Cready at Cynthia.
Cready@unt.edu; <www.swsociology.
org/html/home.html>.

March 27-30, 2013. Midwest Socio-
logical Society (MSS) Annual Meeting, 
Chicago, IL. Theme: “Integrating the 
Sociology Eclectic: Teaching, Re-
search and Social Activism.” Contact: 
Barbara Keating and Kimberly Maas at 
mss2013@mnsu.edu; <www.theMSS.
org>.

March 27-30, 2013. Popular Culture 
Association/American Culture Associa-
tion National Conference, Wardman 
Park Marriott Hotel, Washington DC. 
Contact: katrina.hazzard@gmail.com; 
<pcaaca.org/national-conference/

March 29-31, 2013. Australian Interna-
tional Cultural and Educational Institute 
Online Conference on Multidisciplinary 
Social Sciences. <www.auaicei.com>.

April 9-13, 2013. Annual Meeting of 
the Association of American Geogra-
pher, Los Angeles, CA. <www.aag.org/
annualmeeting>.

April 10-13, 2014. 2014 Organiza-
tion of American Historians Annual 
Meeting, Atlanta, GA. Theme: “Crossing 
Borders.” <www.oah.org/news/index.
html?article_id=3043>.

May 17-19, 2013. International Confer-
ence of Half Century of Migration and Re-
gional Integration in South China, Pearl 
River Delta Social Research Centre, 
CUHK-Shenzhen Research Institute, 
Shenzhen, China. Contact: abby.kan@
cuhk.edu.hk; <www.cuhk.edu.hk/soc/
prdsrc/index.html>.

May 22-26, 2013. Religion, Spirituality, 
and the Politicization of Sexualities in the 
United States Panel at the French Associa-
tion for American Studies Annual Meet-
ing, Angers, France. Contact: Guillaume 
Marche at gmarche@u-pec.fr; <afea.fr/
spip.php?article447#atelier 10>.

May 25-26, 2013. Collaboration among 
Government, Market, and Society: 
Forging Partnerships and Encouraging 
Competition, Shanghai, China. <www.
appam.org/events/international-
conferences/

June 6-8, 2013. Society for Menstrual 
Cycle Research 20th Biennial Conference, 
Marymount Manhattan College, New 
York, NY. Theme: “Making Menstruation 
Matter.” <www.menstruationresearch.
org/2013-conference>.

June 6-9, 2013. Labor & Employment 
Relations Association First Annual Meet-
ing, St. Louis, MO. Contact: david.lewin@
anderson.ucla.edu; <leraweb.org>.

June 13-14, 2013. International 
Workshop on Religion, Law and Policy 
Making: European Norms and National 
Practices in Eastern Europe and the Rus-
sian Federation, Tartu, Estonia. Contact: 
Alar Kilp at alar.kilp@ut.ee, Jerry G. 
Pankhurst at jpankhurst@wittenberg.
edu, or William B. Simons at william.
simons@ut.ee; <ceurus.ut.ee/confer-
ences/call-for-papers-religion-and-
politics-workshop/>.

July 1-3, 2013.  CEPE 2013 Conference, 
Autónoma University, Lisbon, Portugal.
Theme: “Ambiguous Technologies: Phil-
osophical Issues, Practical Solutions, 
Human Nature.” <www.cepe2013.com

July 4-6, 2013. 18th International Con-
ference of the Society for Philosophy and 
Technology, ISEG, Technical University 
of Lisbon, Portugal. Theme: “Technol-
ogy in the Age of Information.” Contact: 
spt2013@iseg.utl.pt; <www.spt2013.
com>.

August 9, 2013. Power and Justice 
in the Contemporary World-Economy, 
Hotel Pennsylvania, New York, NY. 
<powerandjustice.com>.

August 9-11, 2013. The Society for the 
Study of Social Problems 63rd Annual 
Meeting, New York, NY. Theme: “Re-
imagining Social Problems: Moving Be-
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yond Social Constructionism.” Contact: 
sssp@utk.edu; <www.sssp1.org>.

August 28-31, 2013. 11th Conference 
of the European Sociological Associa-
tion, University of Turin, Italy. Theme: 
“Crisis, Critique and Change.” <www.
esa11thconference.eu>.

September 3-6, 2013. International 
Congress on Sociology of Law and Politi-
cal Action (ISA/RCSL), Toulouse, France. 
Workshop: “Environment and the Law: 
Popular Struggles, Popular Epidemiolo-
gy and other Forms of Resistance ‘from 
Below’ in Worldwide Areas at Risk.” 
<2013rcslcongress.sciencespo-tou-
louse.fr/IMG/pdf/Call_for_Papers_-_En-
vironment_and_the_Law.pdf>.

Funding
American Philosophical Society 
Research Programs. Franklin Research 
Grants. This program of small grants 
to scholars is intended to support the 
cost of research leading to publication 
in all areas of knowledge. The Franklin 
program is particularly designed to 
help meet the cost of travel to libraries 
and archives for research purposes; the 
purchase of microfilm, photocopies, or 
equivalent research materials; the costs 
associated with fieldwork; or labora-
tory research expenses. Applicants 
are expected to have a doctorate or 
to have published work of doctoral 
character and quality. Deadline: De-
cember 17, 2012. Lewis and Clark Fund 
for Exploration and Field Research. This 
Fund encourages exploratory field 
studies for the collection of specimens 
and data and to provide the imagina-
tive stimulus that accompanies direct 
observation. Grants will be available to 
doctoral students who wish to partici-
pate in field studies for their disserta-
tions or for other purposes. Deadline: 
February 1, 2013. Contact: Linda 
Musumeci, Director of Grants and Fel-
lowships, (215) 440-3429; LMusumeci@
amphilsoc.org; <www.amphilsoc.org>.

The Law School Admission Council 
(LSAC) Research Grant Program 
funds research on a wide variety of 
topics related to the mission of LSAC. 
Specifically included in the program’s 
scope are projects investigating precur-
sors to legal training, selection into law 
schools, legal education, and the legal 
profession. To be eligible for funding, 
a research project must inform either 
the process of selecting law students 
or legal education itself in a demon-
strable way. The program welcomes 
proposals for research proceeding from 
any of a variety of methodologies, a 
potentially broad range of topics, and 
varying time frames. Proposals will 
be judged on the importance of the 
questions addressed, their relevance to 
the mission of LSAC, the quality of the 
research designs, and the capacity of 
the researchers to carry out the project. 
Deadlines: February 1 and September 
1. <www.lsacnet.org/LSACResources/
Grants/lsac-legal-education-grant-

program.asp>.

National Science Foundation (NSF) 
New Interdisciplinary Behavioral 
and Social Sciences (IBSS) Competi-
tion. The new IBSS competition will 
support the conduct of interdisciplin-
ary research by teams of investigators 
in the social and behavioral sciences. 
Emphasis is placed on support for 
research that involves researchers 
from multiple disciplinary fields, 
that integrates scientific theoretical 
approaches and methodologies from 
multiple disciplinary fields, and that 
is likely to yield generalizable insights 
and information that will advance basic 
knowledge and capabilities across mul-
tiple disciplinary fields. The two types 
of projects that may be supported 
by IBSS are IBSS large interdisciplin-
ary research projects (with maximum 
awards of $1,000,000) and IBSS inter-
disciplinary team exploratory projects 
(with maximum awards of $250,000). 
Deadline: January 23, 2013. Contact: 
Thomas Baerwald at tbaerwal@nsf.
govand Brian Humes bhumes@nsf.gov; 
<www.nsf.gov/pubs/2012/nsf12614/
nsf12614.htm>.

The Society for the Study of Social 
Problems 2013 Racial/Ethnic 
Minority Graduate Scholarship. 
Persons identified as Black/African 
American, Hispanic/Latino, Asian/
Asian-American, Native Hawaiian or 
Other Pacific Islander, or American 
Indian or Alaska Native and accepted 
into an accredited doctoral program 
in any one of the social and/or 
behavioral sciences are invited to 
apply for the $12,000 Racial/Ethnic 
Minority Graduate Scholarship. 
All applicants must be a current 
member and a citizen or permanent 
resident of the United States when 
applying. Deadline: February 1, 2013. 
Contact: Alfonso R. Latoni at alfonso.
latoni@nih.gov; <www.sssp1.org/
index.cfm/m/261/Racial/Ethnic_Mi-
nority_Graduate_Scholarship>

Fellowships
American Research Center in Sofia 
(ARCS) Postdoctoral Fellowship in 
the Humanities and Social Sciences. 
Six-month Postdoctoral Fellowship is 
available for scholars currently teaching 
at an American institution of higher 
education or independent scholars 
who have received their PhD within the 
last 10 years and are United States citi-
zens or noncitizens with at least three 
years of residence in the United States. 
In accordance with the mission of ARCS, 
the fellowship is open to candidates 
whose research focuses on any aspect 
of the humanities and social sciences of 
Bulgaria and the Balkans from antiquity 
to the present day. Deadline: Decem-
ber 31, 2012. Contact: Eric De Sena, 
sofiadirector@arcsofia.org; <arcsofia.
org/en/fellowships/programs/8-ARCS-
Postdoctoral-Fellowship-in-Humanities-
and-Social-Sciences>.

Jefferson Science Fellowship (JSF). 
Tenured or similarly ranked academic 
scientists, engineers, and physicians 
from U.S. institutions of higher learn-
ing who are U.S. citizens are eligible 
for selection as Jefferson Science 
Fellows (JSF). Each Fellow will spend 
one year at the U.S. Department of 
State or the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID) for an 
onsite assignment in Washington, 
DC, which may also involve extended 
stays at U.S. foreign embassies and/
or missions. While in general JSF 
assignments will involve providing 
up-to-date expertise in the rap-
idly advancing science, technology, 
engineering, and medical arenas that 
routinely impact the policy decisions 
encountered by the U.S. Department 
of State/USAID, each fellow will also 
be expected to become conversant 
with the functional operation of the 
U.S. Department of State/USAID. In 
doing so, the JSF program comple-
ments and enhances the existing 
efforts by the permanent staff within 
the U.S. Department of State/USAID. 
Following the fellowship year, the 
Jefferson Science Fellow will return to 
his/her academic career but will re-
main available to the U.S. Department 
of State/USAID for short-term projects 
over the subsequent five years. Dead-
line: January 14, 2013. Contact: jsf@
nas.edu; <sites.nationalacademies.
org/PGA/Jefferson/PGA_048242>.

Predoctoral Fellowship: Multidisci-
plinary Training in Gender, Sexual-
ity, and Health. The Department of 
Sociomedical Sciences at Columbia 
University’s Mailman School of Public 
Health will offer at least one and pos-
sibly two Predoctoral Fellowships in 
Gender, Sexuality and Health to PhD 
applicants entering in the fall of 2013. 
This fellowship is funded by a training 
grant award from the National Institute 
of Child Health and Development, 
Demographic and Behavioral Sciences 
Branch. Fellowships cover tuition and a 
stipend and include monies for profes-
sional meeting travel and academic 
supplies.  Funding is guaranteed up to 
five years (although students will be 
encouraged to seek outside funding 
for their dissertation research).  Ap-
plicants must apply to and be accepted 
by the Department of Sociomedical 
Sciences before a training fellow-
ship can be offered. Contact: Andrea 
Constancio at ac995@columbia.
edu; <www.mailman.columbia.edu/
academic-departments/sociomedical-
sciences/academic-programs/doctoral-
program/predoctoral-fellowship>.

Public Health Prevention Service 
(PHPS) is a three-year training and 
service fellowship for master-level 
public health professionals. The fellow-
ship focuses on public health program 
management and provides experience 
in program planning, implementation, 
and evaluation through specialized 
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hands-on training and mentorship at 
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
and in-state and local health organiza-
tions. The goal of the program is to 
prepare public health professionals 
for leadership positions in local, state, 
national, and international public 
health agencies. Fellows first work in 
program areas within the CDC. They 
are then placed in a field assignment 
with a public health agency. Fellows 
initially earn a salary equivalent to a 
GS-9 pay grade and advance to GS-11 
with geographic adjustments. Fellows 
receive supervision and mentoring 
while working on multidisciplinary 
projects with public and private 
partners. <www.cdc.gov/PHPS/index.
html>.

Rutgers University’s School of Man-
agement and Labor Relations. Fel-
lowships are available for sociologists 
with an interest in economic sociology, 
the sociology of organizations, the 
sociology of work, labor movements, 
and/or political sociology for the 
2013-2014 academic year. Fellows 
will study employee stock ownership, 
profit sharing, broad-based stock 
options, and broadened ownership of 
capital and economic democracy in the 
corporation and society in the United 
States. Several $25,000 and $12,500 
fellowships will be offered by Rutgers 
University’s School of Management 
and Labor Relations to doctoral candi-
dates, recent PhD graduates, and pre- 
and post-tenure scholars in the social 
sciences. Fellows may be in residence 
at their own university or visit Rutgers. 
Deadline: January 31, 2013. Contact: 
Joseph Blasi at blasi@smlr.rutgers.
edu; <smlr.rutgers.edu/research-and-
centers/fellowship-programs>.

UCLA Career Development Program 
in Cancer Prevention and Control 
Research. The Center for Cancer 
Prevention and Control Research, of 
the School of Public Health and the 
Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center 
at UCLA, is now accepting applications 
for a post-doctoral career develop-
ment program in population-based, 
multi-disciplinary cancer prevention 
and control research. The program is 
funded by the National Cancer Institute 
of the National Institutes of Health 
and offers a strong foundation for a 
career in cancer prevention and control 
research, mentored research oppor-
tunities with senior faculty of national 
and international renown, coursework 
opportunities including the option of 
completing a MA-level course of study 
in public health, and compensation of 
$60,000 per year plus benefits and re-
search support. Applicants must hold a 
doctoral level degree and must be U.S. 
citizens or permanent residents. New 
graduates and those in mid-career are 
encouraged to apply. Deadline: Janu-
ary 15, 2013. Contact: Barbara Berman 
(310) 794-9283; bberman@ucla.edu; 
<www.ph.ucla.edu/cancerprevention-
training>.

Competitions
21st Annual John Heinz Disserta-
tion Award for the Best Doctoral 
Dissertation in the Social Insurance 
Field. The National Academy of Social 
Insurance (NASI) is accepting applica-
tions for the John Heinz Dissertation 
Award for an outstanding disserta-
tion in the field of social insurance. 
The award is designed to recognize 
and promote outstanding research 
by new scholars addressing social 
insurance policy questions. Presented 
annually in memory of Senator John 
Heinz, the winner will receive a $2,500 
honorarium and the opportunity to 
participate in the 25th Annual NASI 
conference, with expenses paid. The 
dissertation award will be given to the 
best doctoral dissertation in the social 
insurance field completed between 
January 1, 2011 and October 15, 2012, 
addressing topics relevant to the 
design, planning, implementation, or 
evaluation of social insurance policy. 
Contact: (202) 452-8097; <www.nasi.
org/studentopps/heinz>.

North Central Sociological Associa-
tion (NCSA) 2013 Student Paper 
Competition. Submit your paper to 
the competition for a chance to be 
published in Sociological Focus. The 
competition is broken down into two 
divisional awards: Graduate Student 
Division and Undergraduate Division. 
The competition is open to all students 
at two-year and four-year colleges, uni-
versities, and community colleges. The 
maximum length of a paper is 5,000 
words (approximately 18-20 pages). 
An abstract of no more than 100 words 
must also be included. Papers with 
multiple authors will be considered 
provided that all authors are students 
in the same division category. Winners 
are expected to present their papers 
at the NCSA 2013 annual meeting to 
receive the monetary award. Deadline: 
January 7, 2013. Contact: Carolette 
Norwood at Carolette.Norwood@
uc.edu, Subject line: NCSA Student 
Paper Competition.

The Peter K. New Student Research 
Competition invites papers (maximum 
of 45 pages) based on original research 
in the general area of health or human 
services from students at the graduate 
or undergraduate level. The competi-
tion winner will receive $2,000 as well 
as a Baccarat trophy. Travel funds will 
also be provided for the winner to 
present the paper at the Society for Ap-
plied Anthropology Meeting in Denver 
in March 2013.  Second and third prizes 
will be awarded depending on the 
quality of the competition. Deadline: 
December 31, 2012. Contact: info@
sfaa.net; <www.sfaa.net>.

In the News
Amy Adamczyk, John Jay College 
of Criminal Justice, was quoted in an 
October 18 LiveScience.com article 

about her American Sociological Review 
study, which found that religious affili-
ation and residence in Muslim-majority 
nations influence sexual behavior. The 
study was also the subject of articles 
in a number of other media outlets 
including Yahoo!News on October 18, 
NBCNews.com on November 19, the 
Washington Post on October 26, the 
Huffington Post on October 28, and the 
Deseret News on October 30.

Jennifer Ailshire, University of 
Southern California, was quoted in a 
November 18 UPI.com article about 
her research finding that living in areas 
of high air pollution is a risk to seniors’ 
brain health and function. 

Wayne E. Baker, University of Michi-
gan, wrote a November 26 AnnArbor.
com column, “Tolerance: Is it ‘Endlessly 
Increasing’ in America?”

Chloe E. Bird, RAND Corporation, 
wrote an October 8 commentary blog 
post for Ms. Magazine about how 
California improves on the Affordable 
Care Act by letting registered nurses 
dispense birth control. 

Jason Boardman, University of 
Colorado-Boulder, was quoted in a 
November 1 PsychCentral.com article, 
“Balancing Social, Genetic Factors in 
How Friendships Form.”

Stephanie Bohon, University of 
Tennessee-Knoxville, was quoted in a 
November 8 Watchdog.org article, “VA: 
In Wake of Election, Old Dominion’s 
Political Identity Shifts.”

Stephanie Bohon, University of 
Tennessee-Knoxville, Kris Marsh, 
University of Maryland-College Park, 
and Clara Rodríguez, Fordham 
University, were quoted in a November 
9 CNN.com article, “The New America: 
What the Election Teaches Us About 
Ourselves.”

Robert Brulle, Drexel University, was 
quoted in a November 5 USA Today 
article about Hurricane Sandy and 
climate change. 

Alec Campbell, Reed College, wrote a 
November 10 Oregonian column about 
how we ask a lot of our soldiers. 

Andrew Cherlin, Johns Hopkins 
University, was quoted in a November 
12 Baltimore Sun column, “A Victory for 
Creatures of the State.”

Jay Coakley, University of Colorado-
Colorado Springs, and Faye Wachs, 
California State Polytechnic University, 
were quoted in a November 26 Wired 
article, “Spreading Joy in Afghanistan 
and Cambodia, One Skateboard at a 
Time.”

Jordan Colosi, University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison, wrote a November 5 
Huffington Post column, “Life’s Race: 
Some Thoughts from a Sociologist on 
Election Day Eve.”

Matthew E. Dupre and Linda George, 
both of Duke University, were men-
tioned in a November 19 USA Today 

article about their study on unemploy-
ment and heart attack risks. The study 
was also the subject of articles in a 
number of media outlets including 
NBCNews.com, the Los Angeles Times, 
BBC News, and the Associated Press 
on November 19, and Reuters and 
ABCNews.com on November 20.

Morten Ender, United States Military 
Academy at West Point, was quoted in 
a November 18 New York Times article 
about the acceptance of gay and 
lesbian cadets at U.S. military acad-
emies following the repeal of “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell.” The article referenced 
attitude data collected since 9/11 and 
recently published on in Armed Forces 
& Society with David Rohall, Western 
Illinois University.  

Lori Freedman, University of 
California-San Francisco, wrote a 
November 19 Huffington Post column 
about abortion.

William H. Frey, Brookings Institution, 
and Clara Rodríguez, Fordham Uni-
versity, were quoted in a November 8 
Boston Globe article, “GOP Must Adapt 
to Ever-Changing U.S. Demographics.”

Hilary Levey Friedman, Harvard Uni-
versity, was mentioned in a November 
15 NECN.com article about why youth 
sports make parents crazy and which 
sports produce the craziest parents. 
She was interviewed on NECN’s “The 
Morning Show” about the same topic. 
She was also quoted in a November 8 
Philadelphia Inquirer article, “‘After-
schooling’ No Punishment.”

Charles Gallagher, La Salle University, 
appeared on FOX 29 Philadelphia’s 
morning show four times in September 
and October discussing the most racist 
cities in the United States, affirmative 
action in the context of the Fischer v. 
Texas Supreme Court case, the relation-
ship between increasing levels of 
poverty and violence, and trends in 
interracial dating. He also wrote a No-
vember 18 Philadelphia Inquirer op-ed 
about whites as a demographic group.

Brian Grim, Pew Forum on Religion 
& Public Life, and Roger Finke, Penn-
sylvania State University, were quoted 
in a November 23 Star Tribune column 
about how religious tensions fuel 
global hostilities in digital age.

John L. Hammond, Hunter College 
and Graduate Center-CUNY, was inter-
viewed on NY1 television on Septem-
ber 17 and in the Tehran newspaper 
Hamshari about the first anniversary of 
Occupy Wall Street on September 18.

Kevan Harris, Princeton University, 
was quoted in an October 27 Washing-
ton Post article about Iranian consum-
ers in the face of sanctions.

Roderick Harrison, Howard Univer-
sity, and William H. Frey, Brookings 
Institution, were quoted in a November 
10 Associated Press article about the 
United States’ changing demographics 
and the election. The article appeared 
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in a number of media outlets including 
ABCNews.com and The Fresno Bee.

William Helmreich, Graduate Center-
CUNY, was quoted in a November 26 
Jewish Week article about Jewish politi-
cal candidates running for mayor and 
other positions in New York City.

Marcus Anthony Hunter, Yale Uni-
versity, wrote an October 17 New York 
Times letter to the editor about black 
populations in cities.

Carole Joffe, University of California-
San Francisco, was interviewed in an 
October 22 public radio station WNYC 
story on the centrality of the abortion 
issue in the 2012 election. 

Arne L. Kalleberg, University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill, was quoted in a 
November 3 New York Times article, “For 
Some After the Storm, No Work Means 
No Pay.”

Roberto Patricio Korzeniewicz, Uni-
versity of Maryland, was interviewed in a 
November 10 story about the Latino vote 
on Univision’s “Perspectiva Nacional.”

Bridget Lavelle, University of Michi-
gan, was quoted in a November 16 U.S. 
News and World Report article about 
her Journal of Health and Social Behav-
ior study, which found that women 
often lose their health insurance after 
they get divorced. 

Zai Liang, University at Albany, 
was quoted in an October 31 New 
York Times article, “Wary of Future, 
Professionals Leave China in Record 
Numbers.”  

Andrew London, Syracuse University, 
was quoted in a November 13 USA To-
day article about why powerful people 
engage in infidelity. 

Robert Martin, Pennsylvania State 
University, and Kevin Dougherty, 
Baylor University, were quoted in an 
October 30 Huffington Post article, 
“Belief in Miracles on the Rise.”

Josh Meisel, Humboldt State Univer-
sity, was quoted in an Associated Press 
article about how his university has 
launched a research institute devoted 
to marijuana. The article appeared in a 
number of media outlets including the 
Huffington Post, the Miami Herald, and 
the Seattle Times on November 26.

C.J. Pascoe, Colorado College, was 
quoted in a November 5 Colorado 
Springs Business Journal article about 
how she was appointed to Lady Gaga’s 
Born This Way Foundation’s research 
advisory board.

Charles Perrow, Yale University, was 
mentioned in a November 24 St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch editorial, “A Record Fine 
for a ‘Normal’ Accident, With More to 
Come.”

Robert Putnam, Harvard University, 
was mentioned in a November 10 Plain 
Dealer article, “Anne Applebaum’s New 
Investigative History, ‘Iron Curtain,’ is 
Essential Reading.”

Phyllis Rippeyoung, University of Ot-
tawa, and Mary Noonan, University of 
Iowa, were mentioned in a November 
21 Chicago Tribune column about 
breastfeeding. 

Nestor Rodriguez, University of Texas-
Austin, was quoted in a November 
7 Houston Chronicle article, “Some 
Immigration Advocates See Election as 
‘Wake-Up Call’ for GOP.”

Andrew Schrank, University of New 
Mexico, was quoted in an Associ-
ated Press article about how income 
inequality continues to grow in New 
Mexico. The article appeared in media 
outlets including the San Jose Mercury 
News and the Seattle Post-Intelligencer 
on November 14.

Kathleen Tierney, University of 
Colorado-Boulder, and Christine Bevc, 
University of  North Carolina-Chapel 
Hill, were mentioned in a November 6 
Slate.com article, “The Civilizing Power 
of Disaster.”

Yvonne Vissing, Salem State Uni-
versity, was quoted in a November 
22 Boston Globe article, “Homeless to 
Home for Thanksgiving.”

Lisa Wade, Occidental College, and 
Paula England, New York University, 
were quoted in November 5 Atlantic 
column about the hook-up culture and 
how to encourage an alternative. 

Ronald Weitzer, George Washington 
University, was quoted in a November 
19 Portland Press Herald article about 
how many of the alleged clients in the 
Kennebunk prostitution scandal work 
or worked in a business associated with 
home building or construction.

Barry Wellman, University of Toronto, 
co-authored the October 16 Globe and 
Mail article “Two Tickets, No WASPs in 
Networked America.” 

Martin Whyte, Harvard University, 
was quoted in a November 8 Reuters 
article, “China’s Leadership Challenge in 
New Era: Douse ‘Inequality Volcano.’”

W. Bradford Wilcox, University of Vir-
ginia, wrote a November 19 Washing-
ton Post “Guest Voices” blog post, “U-Va. 
Sociology Professor: Parenting in Red, 
Blue and Purple America.”

William Julius Wilson and Robert J. 
Sampson, both of Harvard University, 
Nancy Denton, University at Albany, 
Stephen Raudenbush, University 
of Chicago, Patrick Sharkey, New 
York University, Douglas S. Massey, 
Princeton University, Mary Pattillo, 
Northwestern University, and Stefanie 
DeLuca, Johns Hopkins University, 
were quoted or mentioned in a No-
vember 5 Chronicle of Higher Education 
article, “The Neighborhood Effect.”

Robert Wuthnow, Princeton Uni-
versity, was quoted in a November 3 
Huffington Post column, “More God on 
the Quad: Religions on Campus.”

Yang Yang, University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill, was quoted and Nicholas 

Christakis, Harvard Medical School, was 
mentioned in a November 19 Atlantic ar-
ticle on what boomer women can learn 
about aging from older women. 

Awards
Francis O. Adeola, University of New 
Orleans, received the 2012 Stanford M. 
Lyman Distinguished Book Award from 
the Mid-South Sociological Association 
for his book Hazardous Wastes, Industrial 
Disasters and Environmental Health Risks: 
Local and Global Environmental Struggles.

Amy Chasteen-Miller, University of 
Southern Mississippi, received the 2012 
Sociological Spectrum Paper of the Year 
Award for her paper “On the Margins of 
the Periphery: Unassisted Childbirth and 
the Management of Layered Stigma.”

Adele E. Clarke, University of 
California-San Francisco, was awarded 
the 2012 John Desmond Bernal Prize 
for Distinguished Contribution to the 
Field by the Society for Social Studies 
of Science.

Melani Duvall, University of Louisville, 
received the 2012 Graduate Student 
Paper of Distinction Award from the 
Mid-South Sociological Association 
for her paper “Peer versus Professional 
Trainers: Educating Fraternities about 
Rape and Sexual Assault.”

Alondra Nelson, Columbia University, 
received the 2012 Letitia Woods Brown 
Award from the Association of Black 
Women Historians and the 2012 As-
sociation for Humanist Sociology Book 
Award for her book Body and Soul: 
The Black Panther Party and the Fight 
against Medical Discrimination.

Basudhara Sen, Oklahoma State 
University, received the 2012 Stanford 
M. Lyman Memorial Scholarship Award 
from the Mid-South Sociological As-
sociation for her proposed dissertation 
research “Ethnic Identity Formation and 
Ritual Dynamics: An Analysis of First 

Generation Asian Indian Immigrants in 
the United States.”

Kristi L. Stringer, University of Ala-
bama-Birmingham, received the 2012 
Stanford M. Lyman Memorial Scholar-
ship Award from the Mid-South Socio-
logical Association for her proposed 
dissertation research “Motherhood 
Stigma and Illicit Substance Use: The 
Impact of Socially Constructed Ideas 
of Motherhood on Treatment Seeking 
among Substance Using Women.”

Judith Treas, University of California-
Irvine, is the 2012 recipient of the 
Award for Theoretical Developments in 
Social Gerontology presented by the 
Gerontological Society of America in 
cooperation with American University.  

Mary Wygle, Centenary College of 
Louisiana, received the 2012 Under-
graduate Student Paper Competition 
Award from the Mid-South Sociological 
Association for her paper “Sex Toys, 
Child-raisers, and Home-makers: 
Hegemonic Gender Norms and College 
Women’s Sexual Experiences.”

Transitions
Roksana Badruddoja is the new Vice 
President of Research for the Partner-
ship for the Homeless in Manhattan.

People
Stephen J. Morewitz, California State 
University-East Bay, had a solo author 
exhibit, “Dr. Stephen J. Morewitz: a 
Retrospective,” at the California State 
University-East Bay Library, June 11- 
September 1. 

Enrique S. Pumar, Catholic University 
of America, will coordinate Phase II of 
the Latino History Project at the Smith-
sonian in 2012-13.

Christian Smith, University of Notre 
Dame, had his work on the Science 
of Generosity project featured in a 
two-minute segment in the University 

108th ASA Annual  
Meeting
August 10-13, 2013
New York, NY

save the date

http://www.asanet.org/footnotes
http://www.abcnews.com
http://www.fresnobee.com/
http://www.thejewishweek.com/
http://www.nytimes.com
http://www.nytimes.com
http://www.nytimes.com
http://www.usnews.com/
http://www.usnews.com/
http://hsb.sagepub.com/
http://hsb.sagepub.com/
http://www.nytimes.com
http://www.nytimes.com
http://www.usatoday.com
http://www.usatoday.com
http://www.huffingtonpost.com
http://www.huffingtonpost.com
http://www.miamiherald.com/
http://seattletimes.com/html/home/index.html
http://csbj.com/
http://csbj.com/
http://www.stltoday.com/
http://www.stltoday.com/
http://plaindealer.com/
http://plaindealer.com/
http://www.chicagotribune.com
http://www.chron.com/
http://www.mercurynews.com/
http://www.mercurynews.com/
http://www.seattlepi.com/
http://www.slate.com
http://www.bostonglobe.com
http://www.theatlantic.com/
http://www.pressherald.com/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/
http://www.reuters.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.washingtonpost.com
http://chronicle.com/section/Home/5
http://www.huffingtonpost.com
http://www.theatlantic.com/


announcements

14 footnotes • December 2012

footnotes.asanet.org American Sociological Association

of Notre Dame’s award winning “What 
Would You Fight For?” series. The seg-
ment aired on the local NBC affiliate 
during a home football game.  

New Books
David L. Altheide, Arizona State 
University, and Christopher J. Sch-
neider, University of British Columbia,  
Qualitative Media Analysis, 2nd ed. 
(SAGE, 2012).

Patricia Hill Collins, University of 
Maryland, On Intellectual Activism 
(Temple University Press, 2012).

Frederic C. Deyo, Binghamton Uni-
versity, Reforming Asian Labor Systems: 
Economic Tensions and Worker Dissent 
(Cornell University Press, 2012).

Sally K. Gallagher, Oregon State 
University, Making Do in Damascus: 
Navigating a Generation of Change in 
Family and Work (Syracuse University 
Press, 2012).

John Gilliom and Torin Monahan, 
Vanderbilt University, SuperVision: An 
Introduction to the Surveillance Society 
(University of Chicago Press, 2013).

Jean Halley, College of Staten Island- 
CUNY, The Parallel Lives of Women 
and Cows: Meat Markets (Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2012).

Harry Hiller, University of Calgary, Host 
Cities and the Olympics: An Interactionist 
Approach (Routledge, 2012). 

Shamus Rahman Khan, Columbia 
University, Privilege: The Making of 
an Adolescent Elite at St. Paul’s School 
(Princeton University Press, 2012).

Donna King, University of North 
Carolina-Wilmington, and Carrie Lee 
Smith, Millersville University, Men Who 
Hate Women and Women Who Kick Their 
Asses: Stieg Larsson’s Millennium Trilogy 
in Feminist Perspective (Vanderbilt 
University Press, 2012).

Stjepan Mestrovic, Texas A&M 
University, Strike and Destroy: When 
Counter-Insurgency [COIN] Doctrine 
Met Hellraiser’s Brigade or, The Fate of 
Corporal Morlock (Algora, 2012).

John F. Padgett, University of Chicago, 
and Walter W. Powell, Stanford Univer-
sity, The Emergence of Organizations 
and Markets (Princeton University 
Press, 2012).

Enrique S. Pumar, Catholic University 
of America, Ed., Hispanic Migration and 
Urban Development (Emerald Press, 
2012).

Jason E. Shelton and Michael O. 
Emerson, Blacks and Whites in Christian 
America: How Racial Discrimination 
Shapes Religious Convictions (New York 
University Press, 2012).

Robert A. Stebbins, University of 
Calgary, The Committed Reader: Read-
ing for Utility, Pleasure, and Fulfillment 
in the Twenty-First Century (Scarecrow, 
2013).

Summer Programs
20th Annual RAND Summer Insti-
tute, July 8-11, 2013, Santa Monica, 
CA. Two conferences addressing 
critical issues facing our aging 
population: Mini-Medical School for 
Social Scientists and Workshop on the 
Demography, Economics, Psychology, 
and Epidemiology of Aging. Interested 
researchers can apply for financial 
support covering travel and accommo-
dations. <www.rand.org/labor/aging/
rsi.html>.

Deaths
Roger Scott, Association of Black 

Sociologists Executive Officer Barbara 
Scott’s husband for over 40 years, 
succumbed to cancer on November 
14, 2012.

Obituaries
Rudolf Johannes Faller
1944-2012

Rudolf Johannes Faller was born on 
May 29, 1944, in Freiburg, Germany 
(Baden-Wuerttemberg). He attended 
the Jesuit Academy of St. Blasien, and 
graduated in 1964. In 1967, he traveled 
to the United States and ended up 
spending much of the remainder of 
his life here. He was awarded an MA 
in sociology from Western Michigan 
University, studying under Stanley 
Robin, and subsequently completed 
his doctorate, also in sociology, at the 
University of Maryland in 1981.

After some success as a consultant in 
Washington, DC, Fuller was employed 
by the Inter-American Development 
Bank (IDB), where he remained until his 
retirement in 2004.  He served the bank 
in the social evaluation department, 
at length becoming the department’s 
director.

He lived in the Washington, DC, area 
for more than 30 years. He was active 
in a good many charitable enterprises, 
among them funding medical care 
for the rural poor in Latin America, 
supporting the Holy Cross Cistercian 
Monastery in Berryville, VA, and the 
Benedictine Abbey in Ettal, Germany.

Following his retirement from the IDB, 
he made his home in Ettal, Bavaria. He 
died there on September 3, 2012, fol-
lowing a sustained and resolute battle 
against cancer.

James L. McCartney
1936-2012

James Lee McCartney died August 
28, 2012, after a two-year battle with 
multiple myeloma. He is survived by 
his wife Karen Kaupanger, daughter 
Carrie Risberg, son Brian McCartney, 
stepson Keefe Kaupanger-Swacker, 
their spouses, and six grandchildren. 
Jim McCartney was born on August 
15, 1936, in Omaha, NB. He received 
a BA and MA in sociology from the 
University of Nebraska.

Jim McCartney came to the University 
of Minnesota in 1959 to study with 
Arnold Rose. However once there, 
he became intrigued by the conflict 
theory- oriented criminology of 
George Vold and the Chicago School 
sociology of work and organizations 
of Ed Gross; he chose the latter as his 
adviser and dissertation director. Jim’s 
dissertation, dealing with the effect of 
funding on research, was one of the 
early sociology of sociology studies. Af-
ter completing his dissertation in 1965, 
Jim joined the Sociology Department 
at the University of Missouri where he 
remained until retirement in 2006.

Jim made strong contributions to 
sociology and social science as a 
respected editor. His first stint was with 
The Sociological Quarterly from 1971-
1977. The ASA selected him to revive 
The American Sociologist (1980-1982) 
before it was sold to Transaction Pub-
lishers. In 1978, he became one of four 
collaborating editors of the interna-
tional journal Social Studies of Science. 
Jim was known for his balanced and 
fair decisions, improved quality and 
direction of the journals, and excellent 
communication with authors.

The sociology of science was Jim’s 
main scholarly interest. He studied the 
effects of funding and budgeting on 
research patterns and methodologies 
in the social and natural sciences. At 
the same time, he explored how disci-
plines developed their own interests 
within the discourses and formats of 
funding agencies. His 1984 Midwest 
Sociological Society Presidential Ad-
dress was a summary of his perspec-
tive. Jim also continued his interest in 
conflict theory and criminology in a 
co-authored text with John Galliher, 
published in 1977.

Jim McCartney’s service to the 
Missouri Department of Sociology, 
his colleagues, and its students was 
outstanding. He taught numerous 
courses at all levels, advised many 
graduates and undergraduates, and 
was twice Chair of the department. 
Those administrative positions both 
came in crisis periods. His exemplary 
collegial and deliberative leadership 
eased the troubles and improved the 
campus reputation of the department.

Jim became interested in extending 
his sociology of science studies to an 
international venue, that of Korea. This 
took him to broader concerns with 
East Asia and then other regions. He 
led faculty tours to Korea, Brazil, and 
Russia.  The campus called on him to 
be the director of the International 
Center. Once again he faced difficult 
conditions of morale, funding, and 
direction. Jim provided a strong stabi-
lizing influence, hired excellent staff, 
and improved unit reputation.

He finished his career as Associate 
Vice Provost for International Pro-
grams, an achievement that reflected 
both the internationalization of the 
campus and the highest respect of 

its top administration. Jim retired in 
2006.

Jim was very much a multi-dimen-
sional person. He was a jazz aficio-
nado, a bird enthusiast, an insightful 
movie critic, an observant photogra-
pher, an expert soccer referee, and an 
experienced international traveler. In 
his later years he delved into family 
genealogy, extensive landscaping and 
gardening, and, most of all, reveling in 
his grandchildren.

Jim McCartney was a kind, gentle 
man who genuinely was more inter-
ested in hearing from others rather 
than talking about himself. He rarely 
showed anger or complained about 
misfortune. His temperate, reflective 
approach to colleagues, issues, and 
conditions were focused on collective 
needs and strategies for solutions. He 
was a calming and constructive par-
ticipant in department and campus 
discourse. Many staff and colleagues 
were devoted to him.  

Ken Benson, University of Missouri, and 
Peter Hall, Colorado State University

Rekha Mirchandani
1963-2012

Rekha Mirchandani, Associate 
Professor of Sociology at Bowling 
Green State University (BGSU), passed 
away on March 8, 2012, at the age of 
48, following a battle with cancer. She 
leaves behind a rich legacy of schol-
arship in the areas of sociological 
theory and sociology of law, as well 
as mentorship of numerous students 
in BGSU’s Sociology Department and 
American Culture Studies Program. 

Rekha graduated with distinction 
from the University of Vermont in 
Burlington, VT, in 1985 with majors in 
sociology and English. She received 
her PhD from the University of 
North Carolina in 1998, where she 
completed her dissertation under 
the direction of Craig Calhoun. In 
2001, after serving on the faculties of 
Bucknell University and the University 
of Utah, Rekha joined the faculty of 
the Sociology Department at BGSU, 
where Rekha taught graduate and 
undergraduate courses in sociological 
theory, sociology of gender, sociol-
ogy of law, and criminology. Known 
particularly for her work in teaching 
the required graduate theory se-
quence in the Sociology Department, 
Rekha’s dedication to engaging and 
encouraging students, providing clear 
direction, and her remarkable ability 
for explicating complex ideas in the 
classroom were appreciated by all 
students who had the good fortune 
to take her classes. It is rare that 
required courses are so well regarded 
by students; yet, at BGSU, her courses 
were consistently popular. Among 
both students and her colleagues, 
Rekha was considered one of the best 
and most inspiring teachers in the de-
partment. Rekha excelled in working 

http://www.asanet.org/footnotes
http://www.rand.org/labor/aging/rsi.html
http://www.rand.org/labor/aging/rsi.html


announcements

footnotes • December 2012 15

footnotes.asanet.org American Sociological Association 

with graduate students, and success-
fully directed numerous theses and 
dissertations in both sociology and 
American culture studies. 

Rekha was also an exceptional de-
partmental and university citizen. At 
BGSU, she was a faculty affiliate of the 
Center for Family and Demographic 
Research, the Women’s Studies 
program, and the American Culture 
Studies program. Rekha also served 
as a member of the university’s Un-
dergraduate Council, the Faculty Sen-
ate, and the Senate’s Faculty Welfare 
Committee. She was active in several 
professional organizations, including 
the American Sociological Associa-
tion’s Theory section and Law and 
Society section, the Law and Society 
Association, and the Critical Theory 
Roundtable.

Rekha’s scholarly work was pub-
lished in many leading journals in her 
field, including Current Perspectives 
in Social Theory, Sociological Theory, 
and Law and Society Review. As a 
theorist, she was a leading American 
interpreter and scholar of the work of 
the German sociologist Jurgen Hab-
ermas. Most recently, she developed 
a burgeoning interest in Habermas’ 
recent re-engagement with the issues 
of religion and immigration, and the 
implications for the public sphere in 
the modern world. In addition to her 
scholarship in the area of sociologi-
cal theory, Rekha was involved in an 
international multi-site study of 
domestic violence courts in Salt Lake 
City, UT, Ann Arbor, MI, and Brooklyn, 
NY. She was interested in these courts 
as an example of problem-solving in-
stitutions that mediate relationships 
between individuals and the state, 
and she was the author of numer-
ous studies examining the social 
effects of such mediating structures. 
Throughout this research, Rekha 
expressed her genuine optimism and 
deep desire to bridge theory and 
praxis in order to make meaningful 
sociological contributions that would 
ultimately help the lives of others.

Rekha’s example of peace, love, 
gratitude, and positive enthusiasm for 
fully living life is left to her gradu-
ate and undergraduate students, 
sociology colleagues, friends, and 
her daughters and husband. The 
deeply humane, generously loving, 
and warm spirit Rekha embodied will 
be dearly missed by those who knew 
and loved her. 

Monica A Longmore, Bowling Green 
State University

Katharine Payne Moseley
1941-2012

Katherine Payne Moseley (KP 
Moseley) passed away suddenly but 
peacefully in Vermont on October 4, 
2012. Her often cited work with Im-
manuel Wallerstein on pre-capitalist 
social structures initiated a long list of 

studies and publications on the trans-
Saharan trade, the political economy 
of West Africa including Sierra Leone 
and Nigeria and, most recently, the 
economic and social history of the 
larger oasis band of the northern 
Saharan edge including Morocco and 
Mauritania. Kay also actively promoted 
water and other environmental issues 
as represented through her paper 
titled “Development or Ecocide?  
Dilemmas of Water Exploitation in the 
Sahara,” which was to be presented 
at a conference of the Middle Eastern 
Studies Association in November.

Katharine was born into a military 
family, lived as a child in Japan, and 
traveled around the world with her 
mother. Growing up in rural Vermont 
when the state was still a bastion of 
conservative Republican politics, she 
developed a strong desire for inde-
pendence and, atypically perhaps for 
that place and time, a growing interest 
in Africa. Katharine graduated from 
Barnard College and received her PhD 
in sociology from Columbia University. 
She did the fieldwork for her disserta-
tion in Dahomey and later taught at 
Fourah Bay College (Sierra Leone) and 
at the University of Port Harcourt (Ni-
geria), as well as at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity, Brooklyn College, the University of 
Connecticut -Storrs, Temple University, 
and Grinnell College. 

At Port Harcourt during the 1980s, 
she is remembered for her contri-
bution to building the Sociology 
Department, alongside Claude Ake, 
Pade Badru, and Teresa Turner. Many 
members of the current faculty are her 
former students. She is also renowned 
for her kindness to students: mentor-
ing them, opening her house to those 
who needed food and shelter, and 
organizing parties for colleagues, 
students, and visiting professors from 
overseas. 

In the 1990s, Kay was a visiting 
professor at several U.S. universities 
but returned to Africa on a two-year 
Fulbright Research Fellowship in 
Morocco at the Institut des Etudes 
Africaines, Rabat. There she studied 
trans-Saharan relations of commerce 
and exchange, both formal and 
informal, past and present, continuing 
work begun in Mali and Niger. This 
resulted in the paper “The Moroccan 
South, Oasis Social Structures, and the 
Trans-Saharan Trade,” presented at the 
1994 African Studies Association and 
“Sharecroppers, Serfs, and Notables: 
Variations in the Traditional Status of 
the Haratin,” presented at al-Akhawayn 
University in 2000.

From 2000-06 she worked as a 
Foreign Service Officer with the U.S. 
State Department and served in 
Sudan, Mauritania, and Chad. She 
continually returned to Mauritania 
to study the structures and sustain-
ability of oases societies whose water 
sources are under threat. As one close 
friend described it: “Kay loved the 

research itself: traveling on her own 
to a small desert town and spending 
a few days with the people who lived 
there, asking questions and taking 
copious notes as she listened. Despite 
the heat, food, or anything else that 
most people might find a reason to 
complain about, I never once heard 
Kay complain about these logistical 
challenges. Although she was always 
thoroughly exhausted, Kay came 
back to Nouakchott ready to head to 
the library to continue her research 
or schedule meetings with various 
professors and academics to get their 
perspectives on her findings.”  Underly-
ing Kay’s choice of research topics was 
a sense of urgency—for population, 
economy, environment, and culture.

Family and friends in far-flung profes-
sional networks will always remember 
her warmth, sense of fun, wit, love of 
jazz and African rhythms, and music 
in general, her generosity, hospitality, 
openness, and elegance. 

An Africanist in both her intellect and 
her soul, Katharine Moseley is best 
evoked by a young colleague who 
recalls: “I first saw Kay dancing Sabar at 
an Embassy 4th of July party [in Maure-
tania]. I went to get a drink and came 
back to see an enormous circle around 
Kay as she leapt, kicked, and danced 
her way into the hearts of everyone 
present. Kay was 70 going on 25 years 
of age. I knew at that moment that I 
wanted to be just like her.” 

Pade Badru, Delia Dunlap, Rosemary 
Galli, Sharon Zukin, CUNY Graduate 
Center

Setsuko Matsunaga Nishi
1921-2012

Setsuko Matsunaga Nishi, Profes-
sor Emerita of Sociology at Brooklyn 
College and the City University of 
New York Graduate Center, died on 
November 17, 2012, at the age of 91. 
She was a pioneering scholar of Asian 
Americans and multiracial relations.

Setsuko Matsunaga was born in 
Los Angeles to Japanese immigrant 
parents. Her father, Tahei Matsunaga, 
was an immigrant from Japan and 
was the unofficial “Mayor of Little 
Tokyo.” At the University of Southern 
California, she studied Sociology with 
Emory Bogardus. She was caught 
in the mass removal and incarcera-
tion of Japanese Americans. In early 
1942 she had sent a telegram urging 
Roosevelt to recognize Nisei citizen-
ship rights. After a brief incarceration, 
Setsuko was allowed to enroll in the 
MA program in sociology at Washing-
ton University-St. Louis, reporting for 
the University of California-Berkeley-
based Japanese Evacuation Research 
Survey.

She enrolled in sociology at Univer-
sity of Chicago, where she met and 
married Ken Nishi, a California-born 
painter serving in the U.S. Army. 
The couple would have five children 

while Ken Nishi struggled to support 
himself as an artist. He died in 2001. 
In 1951, the Nishis visited Cape 
Breton Island in Nova Scotia where 
Setsuko would spend summers until 
her death.

In Chicago she worked at Parkway 
House, a settlement house directed 
by African American sociologist 
Horace R. Cayton. She became both a 
bridge between Black and Japanese 
communities, and a visible activ-
ist in favor of racial equality. She 
lobbied for a statewide Fair Employ-
ment Practices Bill, worked for the 
Pittsburgh Courier and the Chi-
cago Defender. With funds from the 
American Council on Race Relations, 
Setsuko wrote the widely distributed 
“Facts About Japanese Americans” 
(1946) and teamed up with sociolo-
gist William Caudill to work for the 
Chicago Nisei Resettlers Committee 
and with Horace Cayton to produce 
The Changing Scene (1955). She 
received her doctorate in 1963 with 
her dissertation “Japanese American 
Achievement in Chicago: A Cultural 
Response to Degradation.” 

In 1965, with support from Sociolo-
gist Alfred McClung Lee, Nishi was 
appointed professor of sociology at 
Brooklyn College CUNY and became 
Emirita in 1999. During her tenure, 
she taught the first courses on Asian 
American Studies there, served as a 
mentor to a generation of scholars, 
and organized and directed the 
Japanese American Life Course Sur-
vey on long-term effects of wartime 
incarceration.

She collaborated with African 
American sociologist Hylan Lewis on 
methods and strategies for achieving 
school integration and served as an 
advisor on Kenneth Clark’s HARYOU-
ACT minority youth aid project. For 
30 years, she served on the executive 
board of the New York State Advisory 
Committee to the U.S. Civil Rights 
Commission, championing the rights 
of all minorities against discrimina-
tion. In 1998 she joined the delega-
tion of Japanese Americans in New 
York, where she met with Jewish 
community leaders to discuss the use 
of the phrase “concentration camps” 
at the Japanese American National 
Museum’s Ellis Island exhibition. 

Nishi’s many honors include awards 
from the American Association of 
University Women, the Asian Pacific 
American Women’s Leadership, and 
the Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the Association for Asian American 
Studies in 2007. In 2009, Professor 
Nishi was conferred The Order of the 
Rising Sun with Gold Rays and Neck 
Ribbon by the Government of Japan.

Nishi is survived by her five children, 
grandchildren, her brother , and the 
many students she mentored. 

Greg Robinson, UQAM, and Barbara 
Katz Rothman,  CUNY Graduate Center
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ASA Online Bookstore
ASA members save up to 70 percent on publications and merchan-
dise through the ASA online bookstore at www.asanet.org/book-
store. Order the ASA Style Guide, save $5 on the hilarious Sociologist’s 
Book of Cartoons, or check out the E-book Publishing Options: An 
Author’s Guide to Journals. Use your ASA ID and password to order. 

Magazine Program
Members can save up to 50 percent on subscriptions to thousands 
of popular magazines through the ASA Magazine Program. Some 
prices are so low that they are well below the publisher’s lowest 
advertised rate! Visit www.buymags.com/asa to see if your favorite 
magazine is listed. Even if it isn’t listed, they can usually negotiate di-
rectly with the publisher for a rate below the lowest advertised price.

ASA’s Publishing Partners Offer 
Member Discounts
ASA members receive a 20 percent discount on Sage books. Use 
promotion code S09ASA when ordering at <www.sagepub.com> 
or by telephone at (800) 818-7243.

ASA members also get a 20 percent discount on sociology titles 
published by the University of California Press. Visit UC Press at 
www.ucpress.edu/books/subject/socmaj.php> and use the code 
10W9688 at checkout. Or call 1-800-UC-BOOKS.

For complete information on these and other ASA member 
benefits, visit <www.asanet.org/benefits>.

Membership in ASA benefits you!

Carla B. Howery Teaching Enhancement 
Grants Program
Deadline: February 1, 2013
Applications are being accepted for the Carla B. Howery Teaching 
Enhancement Grants Program. This small grants program sup-
ports teaching projects that advance the Scholarship of Teaching 
and Learning (SoTL) within the discipline of sociology. 
Carla B. Howery Teaching Enhancement grants can support an 
individual, a program, a department, or a committee of a state or re-
gional association. ASA will award up to two grants of up to $2,000 
each. Competitive proposals describe projects that will advance 
the teaching and learning of sociology, will continue to have an 
impact over time, and optimally, will lead to systemic change. The 
criteria are intentionally flexible in order to accommodate innova-
tive proposals. 
Applications should consist of a project description, CVs for all project 
leaders, and IRB documentation where appropriate. The project de-
scription is limited to a maximum of five pages and should: (a) include 
an overview of the project, describing the problem it addresses, the 
approach to addressing the problem, and the empirical basis for evalu-
ating that approach; (b) briefly locate the project in the Scholarship of 
Teaching and Learning literature as well as other relevant literature; 
(c) describe the expected benefits of the project, including systemic 
impacts; (d) provide a detailed budget; and (e) indicate whether, in the 
event the project is funded, a check should be made payable directly 
to the project leader or to an affiliated institution. 
For more information, visit the funding page at <www.asanet.org> 
or e-mail apap@asanet.org.

funding

http://www.asanet.org/bookstore
http://www.asanet.org/bookstore
http://www.buymags.com/asa
http://www.sagepub.com
http://www.ucpress.edu/books/subject/socmaj.php
http://www.asanet.org/benefits
http://www.asanet.org
mailto:apap@asanet.org

	Print: 
	Share: 


