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Dear Sexualities Section Members:

Happy Spring! You are reading what should have
been the “Winter Issue” of our section newsletter,
but due to my time constraints this has now
become the “Spring Issue.” Despite this delay, rest
assured that we have been busy working on behalf
of the section to organize our 2016 ASA sessions,
identify a site in Seattle for our joint reception with
the section on the sociology of the body and
embodiment, and review nominations for our
various section awards. Andwe are currently in the
process of forming the planning committee for our
section’s 2017 preconference, which will coincide
with our section’s 20th anniversary. I am very
appreciative of our elected section council
members and the section members who have
generously volunteered their time to make it
possible for us to carry out all of these various
section activities. I especially want to highlight
Bethany Coston for serving as our section
newsletter editor. It is the behind-the-scenes labor
of all of our volunteers that contributes to the
strength and visibility our section community in
and outside of ASA.

I amcertain thatmanyof you are closely keepingup
with developments in the recent alarming events
unfolding in states such as North Carolina (HB2),
Mississippi (HB 1523), and Indiana (HEA 1337).

THE PURPOSE

The purpose of the Section on
the Sociology of Sexualities is
to encourage, enhance and
foster research, teaching and
other professional activities in
the sociology of sexuality, for
the development of sociology
and the benefit of society,
through organized meetings,
conferences, newsletters,
publications, awards, and
other means deemed

appropriate by the Section
Council.

The section seeks to promote
communication,
collaboration, and

consultation among scholars
in sociology, the sociology of
sexualities, and allied

disciplines.

(Continued on page 4)
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Division News & Notes

The post discusses and questions contemporary
perceptions regarding the relationship between
gender and sexuality. Here is a link to the publication
if you would like to review it and consider mentioning
it in your upcoming newsletter: https://
gendersociety.wordpress.com/2016/01/12/my-
boyfriends-beef-with-my-drag-queen-crush/
#more-2301

Publications of interest

Blog post of interest

Barry D Adam, Sandra Gardner, Carol Major, Diana Campbell, Lucia Light, and Jason
Globerman. 2016. “Promoting HIV Testing for Gay and Bisexual Men: An evaluation of
the 2011-2012 campaign in Toronto and Ottawa” Health Promotion Practice 17
(1):40-47. DOI: 10.1177/1524839915605060

Barry D Adam and J Cristian Rangel. 2015. “The post-migration sexual citizenship of
Latino gay men in Canada” Citizenship Studies 19 (6-7): 682-695. DOI:
10.1080/13621025.2015.1053797

Connell, Catherine. 2015. “Pride & Prejudice & Professionalism.” Contexts 14(4): 32-37.

Mears, Ashley and Catherine Connell. 2015. “Paradoxical Value in Deviant Cases:
Toward a Gendered Theory of Display Work.” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and
Society 41(2): 333-359.

Connell, Catherine. 2015. “Right to Serve or Responsibility to Protect? Civil Rights
Framing and the DADT Repeal.” Boston University Law Review 95(3): 1015-1048.

Better, Alison and Brandy L. Simula. 2015. How and for Whom Does Gender Matter?
Rethinking the Concept of Sexual Orientation. Sexualities 18(5/6): 665-680.

Hoppe, Trevor. "Disparate risks of conviction under Michigan’s felony HIV disclosure
law: An observational analysis of convictions and HIV diagnoses, 1992–2010."
Punishment & Society 17(1): 73-93.

Mishel, Emma. 2016. "Discrimination against Queer Women in the U.S. Workforce: A
Resume Audit Study." Socius: Sociological Research for a Dynamic World. 2: 1-13. (DOI:
10.1177/2378023115621316)

Daniel Bartholomay, M.S.
Lecturer/Ph.D. Student
Department of Sociology
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
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Division news and notes
Burke, Kelsy. 2016. Christians under Covers: Evangelicals and Sexual Pleasure on the
Internet. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press. http://www.ucpress.edu/
book.php?isbn=9780520286337

Christians under Covers shifts how scholars and popular media talk about religious
conservatives and sex.Moving away fromdebates over homosexuality, premarital sex, and
other perceived sexual sins, Kelsy Burke examines Christian sexuality websites to show
how some evangelical Christians use digital media to promote the idea that God wants
married, heterosexual couples to have satisfying sex lives. These evangelicals maintain
their religious beliefs while incorporating feminist and queer language into their talk of
sexuality—encouraging sexual knowledge, emphasizing women’s pleasure, and justifying
marginal sexual practices within Christian marriages. This illuminating ethnography
complicates the boundaries between normal and subversive, empowered and oppressed,
and sacred and profane.
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(Editor's Note contined from p. 1)

We are witnessing the erosion of women’s reproductive rights and LGBTQ rights through
the notion of “protection,” such as the legalization of discrimination against LGBTQ
individuals to “protect” women and children in public restrooms, as well as “protecting”
individuals who practice discrimination on the basis of their religious beliefs. It is in the
promotion and signing of such laws thatwe discern the reach andpower of social institutions
in our lives and howmechanisms of inequality, such as heteronormativity and patriarchy, are
deployed and reproduced within social institutions. There have been various groups,
organizations, and businesses that have already denounced these laws and are actively
working to challenge them. As sociologists we have the ability to contribute to these efforts
in various capacities such as through our research, teaching, and our connections with
activists and social movements. And I am positive that many of our section members are
already doing their part to contribute to these efforts.

I am immensely encouraged by moments in which folks mobilize to collectively call out
inequality and demand social justice. I am still feeling the energy from my participation in
the April 1st rally and march that was primarily organized and lead by the Chicago Teacher’s
Union as part of its’ one-day strike to protest among several things, city and state education
cuts. This “Day of Action” brought together thousands of people, including parents,
students, community members, members of other unions, and members of organizations
such as Fight for 15, all with the understanding that the various issues that individuals and
groups are concerned about are also connected to the issue of educational inequality, such
as the defunding of public education in Chicago and the State of Illinois, the closing of
Chicago Public Schools and displacement of students and their communities, the
strengthening of the school-to-prison pipeline for students of color, police brutality within
communities of color, the failure to address undocumented students’ access to higher
education, and the inadequate support and inclusivity that many LGBTQ students still
confront in their schools. Standing side by side with all those in attendance that day and
marching with them on the streets of downtown Chicago during the evening rush hour
remindedme of the power we can generate when we work towards coalition building across
various issues and identities. I hope that you are also able to find inspiration to keepmoving
forward with social justice work in your part of the world.

With best wishes to all,
Lorena Garcia
Chair, ASA Sociology of Sexualities Section

Newsletter Editor's notes
***If you would like to be featured as a “Graduate Student
on the Market,” please send me your name, affiliation, a
short description of your work (300 words or less), and picture
of yourself.

***We are also welcoming suggestions for newsletter content.
If you have an idea for a section/feature (such as pedagogy,
publication tips and tricks, etc.), send me an email!

We're on Facebook! You should like us as much as we like you...

https://www.facebook.com/sociologyofsex/

Just search: "ASA Section on Sexualities"

Assistant Professor, Health and
Queer Studies

Gender, Sexuality, andWomen's Studies
Virginia Commonwealth University

bmcoston@vcu.edu
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