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The Latest from the 
Research Department 
A decline in job listings? Too 
many adjuncts? What do master’s 
students do after graduation?

Council Statement on 
Federal Statistics 
ASA Council passes a statement 
on the independence of federal 
research and statistical agencies.

New Ethics Website 
The Teaching Ethics Task Force 
completed its mission and 
created a website with ethics-
related material.

Funding at the National 
Science Foundation 
In addition to the NSF Sociology 
Program, foundation-wide 
funding opportunities are 
available to sociologists.
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Kathleen S. Lowney  
to Edit Teaching Sociology

Looking Forward to the 2009 Annual Meeting in San Francisco

Bringing Communities Back In?  
Setting a New Policy Agenda

by Patricia Hill Collins,University of 
Maryland-College Park

The Obama administration has signaled 
its desire to make science more central to 

its public policy decision-making process. 
And, in March, the nearly $800-billion 
American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act signed by Obama infused the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) and the National 
Science Foundation (NSF) with about $13 
billion over a two-year period to fund basic 
research. Since then, ASA has provided 
ongoing updates (at <www.asanet.org/
cs/root/leftnav/advocacy/research_fund-
ing_available_from_nih>) for researchers 
interested in applying for this funding.

Independent of the stimulus invest-
ment in science, NSF’s Directorate for 
Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences 
is enhancing research capacity to examine 
the effects of the economic stimulus support 
of science. Through its Science of Science & 
Innovation Policy Program (see p. 2 of the 
January 2009 Footnotes), NSF will use its 
Rapid Response Research five-year fund-
ing mechanism to support short proposals 
(see the NSF article on p. 5) that address 
questions on the impact of this jumpstart 
science investment on science, technology, 
the economy, and the scientific workforce.

In anticipation of this research capital, 
ASA Executive Officer Sally Hillsman 
explored social science’s potential in the 
national recovery in her February 2009 
(p. 2) Vantage Point Footnotes column. 

Subsequently, NIH solidified its plan, 
identifying 15 Challenge Areas, with 
three of particular interest to social 
scientists (Health 
Disparities; Behavior, 
Behavioral Change, 
and Prevention; and 
Models for National 
Mentoring Networks 
for Individuals from 
Diverse Backgrounds 
in Mental Health 
Research). In addi-
tion, each NIH 
Institute and 
Center has issued 
RFAs (Request for 
Applications) tailored 
to their specific missions, many of which 
are relevant to social science.

This favorable shift toward science cre-
ates new opportunities for social scientists 
generally, and sociologists in particular, 
to highlight how social structural analyses 
might profitably address macro policies 
(e.g., social aspects of the economy), as 
well as tackle longstanding social issues 
within health, criminal justice, education, 
housing, and other key areas of public 
policy. But this one-shot research fund-
ing surge for NIH and NSF will have a 
time-limited impact even as the agencies 
attempt to stretch the financial impact. The 
long term has to remain in our focus as we 
aim to identify the most suitable social sci-
ence paradigms to satisfy policy needs.

Social Science Paradigms  
and Policy 

Long-term solutions require social 
scientists to revisit 
two prevailing 
paradigms that frame 
public policy. One 
paradigm contends 
that, because causes 
of social problems as 
well as their solutions 
reflect an accumula-
tion of individual 
choices, the indi-
vidual should be the 
basic unit of public 
policy. Yet, the recent 
global financial crisis 

suggests that market-based solutions that 
focus on individual decision-making as 
the foundation for public policy come with 
serious limitations. In contrast, the other 
paradigm posits that social structures 
should be the basic unit of public policy 
and that changing social institutions even-
tually changes the behavior of the people 
within them. However, this approach 
has been criticized for its seeming era-
sure of individual choice and personal 
responsibility.

There are signs among federal agency 
leadership that the Bush administration’s 
tendency to overemphasize individual factors 
and underemphasize social structural factors 

See Communities, page 6

by Maxine P. Atkinson, North Carolina 
State University

The incoming editor of Teaching 
Sociology, Kathleen S. Lowney, will 

continue the journal’s strong 
leadership in the scholarship of 
teaching and learning—for our 
profession and for the larger 
academy. Lowney believes that 
good teaching comes from 
an engaged teacher/facilita-
tor encouraging students to be 
actively involved with materi-
als, ideas, and each other. A 
great class is created in part with 
much self-reflection by the teacher and 
then thoughtful calibration of technology, 
supportive learning materials, and assign-
ments that captivate students’ interest. 
What happens in a classroom can some-
times seem like alchemy, but it needs to 
be alchemy informed by the latest in the 
scholarship of teaching and learning. 

Lowney loves to teach—it truly is her 
passion; those moments when a student 
who has been struggling suddenly “gets it” 
are more than worth her hours of grading 
and course preparation. It is in a classroom 
with students practicing their collective 
sociological imaginations that Kathe is 
most comfortable. It is this passion for 
teaching that makes her an excellent editor 
of Teaching Sociology.

As good teachers are wont to do, Kathe 
recognizes and acknowledges the contribu-
tions of her own mentors. As an under-
graduate at the University of Washington, 

Kathe was fortunate to be trained by 
excellent scholar-teachers, including 
Guenther Roth, William Bainbridge, and 
Phil Blumstein. Interested in both religious 
beliefs and human behavior, she com-

pleted majors in both sociol-
ogy and comparative religion. 
Seeking a graduate program that 
would allow her to pursue both 
her major interests, she chose 
the interdisciplinary doctoral 
program in religion and society 
at Drew University. Much of her 
scholarship, including two books 
(Passport to Heaven [1992] and 

Baring Our Souls: Television Talk 
Shows and the Religion of Recovery [1999]), 
explores intersections of religion and 
society.

At Valdosta State University, she and 
her colleagues continue to create, assess, 
and strengthen their accredited applied 
sociology programs at the undergradu-
ate and graduate levels. They have sought 
to craft programs that engage students 
and help them to hone skills, which can 
be used to improve their work sites and 
create positive change in their communi-
ties. It was these efforts that drew Kathe 
to regional and national sociology orga-
nizations and the teaching sessions they 
offer. She has co-edited four ASA teaching 
syllabi collections and has contributions in 
several others; she has been the Chair of the 
Midwest Sociological Society’s Committee 
on Undergraduate Education and cur-

Kathleen S. Lowney

See Lowney, page 6

A New  
Footnotes 
Size
You may have noticed 
that this issue of 
Footnotes is being 
printed in a slightly 
smaller size. Future 
issues will continue to be 
printed on this slightly 
smaller paper size. This 
change, which will not 
affect the amount of 
content in each issue, 
will allow ASA to sig-
nificantly improve the 
printing quality and may 
also result in reduced 
postage expenses.

Carla Howery 
1950-2009

On March 31, 2009, Carla B. Howery, 
retired ASA Deputy Executive 
Officer and recipient of the 2009 
ASA Distinguished Contributions 
to Teaching Award, passed away at 
her home in Takoma Park, MD.

Her obituary will appear in the 
May/June issue of Footnotes.
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from the executive officer

A tempered excitement is quietly energiz-
ing the scientific community in the 

government and in academia following 
recent moves by the Obama administra-
tion. Enhancing federally supported basic 
science research through a significant 
two-year funding boost—courtesy of the 
economic stimulus—has helped redress 
the serious downturn in federal support of 
basic science. This supports 
the seriousness of the presi-
dent oft repeated statements 
about the significance of sci-
ence and technology for the 
nation’s current and future 
well-being.

The science community has expressed 
its collective appreciation to Congress and 
the Administration in frequent communi-
cations to the White House and Members 
and staff on Capitol Hill. At the same time, 
a tempered restraint underlies this positive 
response. It stems from the erratic and 
unstable history of federal research fund-
ing over recent years.

Today’s Uncertainties

Two issues dampen unbridled excite-
ment: Congress delayed six months in 
approving the government’s FY 2009 
budget for the science research agencies, 
and Congress has let the five-year push to 
double the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) budget, which culminated in 2003, 
lose its momentum against inflation. 
The NIH budget doubling itself caused 
some serious negative side effects. These 
included calls from Congress demanding 
immediate disease cures and highly visible, 
partisan attacks on the process of deter-
mining research support based on peer 
review. These and other forms of political 
backlash have led some science advocates 
to rethink future efforts to push funding 
doubling initiatives.

Congress’ delay in funding the FY 2009 
budget has had massive adverse conse-
quences on the efficiency of federal science 
agencies to administer funding as well as 
on the work of the research and academic 
communities. Such chaotic budgetary 
upheavals contribute both to slowing 
science and to speeding up the “leaky” 

pipeline of future scientists whose research 
training is threatened. There are potentially 
serious long-term ramifications of such 
unstable science funding to the sustained 
contributions of science to the nation’s 
future economic growth, innovation, and 
well being.

Tomorrow’s a New Day…? Maybe

The promise of science’s 
offerings being discussed 
openly and enthusiastically 
in policy circles offered by 
the new administration sug-
gests a new day is possible. 

The science community’s enthusiasm at 
being noticed and appreciated can only 
feed the creative juices of scientists who 
have felt legitimate anxiety in recent years 
from the funding uncertainties, govern-
ment misuse of their research, and the 
subsequent economic downturn. The 
promises of science are great in the long 
(and sometimes short) run and the posi-
tive results of scientists’ new enthusiasm 
could have significant benefits if there is a 
demonstrable realignment in the relation-
ship between the nation’s elected leader-
ship and the science infrastructure.

The new administration’s science-
friendly rhetoric introduces a qualitative 
change in Washington and is as important 
as the money encouraging young people 
to enter the science education pipeline. It 
is also significant that the impact of the 
science funding is supposed to be evalu-
ated. As important is the requirement of 
the $800-billion American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act that the government’s 
management of the resources be publicly 
accountable and transparent in order 
to reassure taxpayers (and Congress) 
that these supplemental funds are used 
effectively.

Who’s Congress Gonna Call …

The push for responsible spending that 
accompanies this massive distribution of 
taxpayer money directly confronts how the 
federal government exercises its respon-
sibility to calculate societal benefits and 
judge the implications of specific scien-
tific and technological undertakings. The 

President currently has at his disposal a 
chief science advisor (see “Science Policy” 
below)  and the Executive Office of Science 
and Technology Policy (OSTP), as well 
as the knowledge, advice, and research 
of the thousands of scientists at federal 
research, regulatory, and statistical agen-
cies (e.g., NIH, NSF, Department of Labor 
Statistics, Census Bureau, Food and Drug 
Administration). These Executive Branch 
agencies can also commission impartial 
studies by the National Research Council 
(NRC). The NRC produces about 300 stud-
ies a year by panels of academic scientists.

But, who can Congress call on for reli-
able and unbiased advice on science policy 
or objective analyses of federal science 
funding done in a relatively short time on 
often highly technical matters with major 
implications for the nation? Congressional 
committees—whose purview includes sci-
ence and technology—can hold hearings 
and tap the expertise of large numbers of 
scientists, including those in government, 
academia, business, and other private-sec-
tor stakeholders. And, very occasionally, 
Congress appropriates funds to commis-
sion studies by the NRC. But the NRC’s is 
an understandably slow consensus process 
and congressional committees don’t always 
have staff with the expertise to analyzes the 
sometimes disparate views in testimony.

There once was another resource. 
From 1972 until 1995, when a politi-
cally motivated withdrawal of funding 
eliminated the office, Congress had the 
well-regarded, nonpartisan Office of 
Technology Assessment (OTA). A crea-
ture of Congress (like the nonpartisan 
Congressional Budget Office, this efficient, 
140-person intellectual trust provided in-
depth reports on the impact of science and 
technology. Its mission was careful analyti-
cal assessment of the “physical, biological, 
economic, and social and political effects 
of new technology.” OTA helped Congress 
guard against dubious science policy by 
relying on empirical work. Several OTA 
reports wielded substantial influence that 
endured long beyond 1995.

OTA reports were distinguished from 
those of the NRC by virtue of their greater 
breadth of contributors and stakeholders. 

Time for a New (or Renewed) Office of Technology Assessment?

Holdren confirmed as Obama  
science advisor

John P. Holdren was confirmed on 
March 19 by the Senate as the new 
Director of the Office of 
Science and Technology 
Policy (OSTP), which advises 
the president on science 
and technology in domestic 
and international affairs. It 
leads an interagency effort to 
develop and implement sound science 
and technology policies and budgets. 
Holdren is the Teresa and John Heinz 
Professor of Environmental Policy and 
Director of the Program on Science, 
Technology, and Public Policy at Harvard 
University’s Kennedy School, as well 
as Professor of Environmental Science 
and Public Policy in the Department of 
Earth and Planetary Sciences at Harvard. 
Holdren appeared before the Senate 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation on February 12. In a 
response to Committee Chairman Jay 
Rockefeller’s (D-WV) question about how 
he would protect the integrity of science, 

Holdren said he will “develop 
and issue an overarching set of 
principles to ensure the open 
communication of data and 
results from federal scientists, 
and to prevent the intentional 
or unintentional suppression 
or distortion of such research 

findings.” Regarding OSTP, Holdren told 
the senators that he will have four Senate-
confirmed associate directors for science, 
technology, environment, and interna-
tional affairs. He views the primary job 
of OSTP as one of coordination, and 
the building of relationships. Holdren 
plans to revive the National Science and 
Technology Council to ensure bet-
ter coordination and communication 
between federal science agencies.

U.S. teen fertility tops that of other 
developed nations

Compared with other developed coun-
tries, the United States has higher fertility 
rates among teenage girls. Nonetheless, the 
fertility rate of girls ages 15 to 19 declined 
consecutively from 1991 to 2005, accord-
ing to recent Population Reference Bureau 
(PRB) data. However, the latest data for 
2006 may show a reversal of this trend, with 
the fertility rate inching upward. This trend 
is of great concern because of the negative 
effects associated with adolescent preg-
nancy, including lower educational achieve-
ment, unemployment, poverty, repeated 
pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases, 
infant mortality, and high risk pregnancy. 
The PRB article was written by sociologist 
Rogelio Saenz, Texas A&M University, and 
Eugenia Conde, a sociology doctoral stu-
dent at Texas A&M University. For more on 
this topic, see <www.prb.org/Articles/2009/
teenagefertilityrate.aspx>. 

science policy

Without the NRC requirement for report 
consensus, OTA gathered the broadest 
range of study participants, including aca-
demics, industry stakeholders, and other 
policy and technical experts, to ensure 
that the universe of relevant parties was 
engaged.

. . . for Nonpartisan S&T Assessment?

After OTA, a science policy free-for-
all reigned on Capitol Hill. Members of 
Congress scrambled to locate their own 
technology gurus and cherry-pick their 
own data sources. Reliable scientific sources 
on myriad issues (e.g., the then-nascent 
World Wide Web, genetically modified 
food, and technology transfer) were not 
accessible to many individual Members 
who lacked the background to judge the 
integrity of the advice they received or to 
distinguish real- from pseudo-science. The 
resulting chaos could not be resolved easily, 
because the nation was awash in issues that 
required nonpartisan and non-politicized 
analysis not easily found on K-Street, in 
think tanks, or even in academic institu-
tions with particular programs to sell. 

See Vantage Point, page 8

Sally T. Hillsman is the 
Executive Officer of ASA. 
She can be reached by 
email at executive.office@
asanet.org. 
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News from ASA’s Research Department
This column keeps you informed about the latest activities from the Research and Development Department to help you 
stay current with changes in the profession and the discipline.

Employment Prospects

As the current economic recession affects 
faculty hiring in higher education, disci-
plinary associations such as the American 
Historical Association and Modern 
Language Association (MLA) have reported 
declining numbers of jobs for PhDs adver-
tised at their meetings or on the websites. 
As a result of what they refer to as “turmoil 
in financial markets” and “what appears 
to be a non-trivial economic downturn,” 
the American Economics Association has 
asked employers who have listed positions in 
JOE (Job Opportunities for Economists) to 
announce any suspension or cancellation of 
listed jobs. Between August and December 
2008, more than 50 jobs were cancelled, 
according to the list of announcements.

The American Sociological Association 
(ASA) is joining its sister organizations in 
announcing job losses for sociology PhDs 
at all levels. The table below compares 
the number of unduplicated job listings 
advertised in the ASA Job Bank in 2006 
(a particularly good year for job listings in 
sociology) and 2008 (what appears to be a 
particularly bad year for job listings in soci-
ology). (The 2006 findings were originally 
discussed in Too Many or Too Few PhDs?: 
Employment Opportunities in Academic 
Sociology, which can be accessed at the 
“Research and Stats” webpage at <www.
asanet.org>). The table shows a decline of 
22.8 percent overall between the two years. 
This dip was not as precipitous as first might 
appear. For example, the dip did not occur 
all at once. When accounting for the overall 
number of jobs advertised (including dupli-
cates), there was a 36-percent decline in list-
ings between 2006 and 2007, and another 
17-percent decline between 2007 and 2008.

Jobs for assistant professors, the largest 
category of listings, declined by almost 40 
percent between 2006 and 2008. The largest 

decreases in listings 
were for full and 
associate professor 
positions. These 
positions have been 
reduced to a hand-
ful, although most 
jobs at this level are 
likely to be handled 
through more infor-
mal networks. The 
smallest declines are 
for fellowships and 
positions in applied, 
research, and policy 
settings.

The story of 
decline may be overly pessimistic, how-
ever. For example, in 2008, there was a 
small increase in the number of academic 
positions for deans, department heads, 
visiting professors, or soft-money research. 
Most significant, however, was an increase 
in the number of positions with faculty 
rank open or having more than one rank 
listed. Jobs open to all ranks more than 
tripled over the two-year period. In addi-
tion, an unknown number of jobs are not 
advertised in the ASA Job Bank (i.e., paid 
ads) but are listed on ASA sections’ listserv 
distributions and by regional sociological 
societies and aligned association websites 
(i.e., non-paid ads). The number of jobs 
not listed through paid outlets such as the 
ASA Job Bank may have grown with the 
increasing economic uncertainty.

Alternatively, the picture of losses may 
be more glass-half-empty, especially for job 
seekers. As with the economists, jobs may 
have been cancelled. In order to present 
a more accurate picture of the job market 
for PhD-level sociologists, Jerry Jacobs 
(University of Pennsylvania) will work 
with the ASA Research and Development 

Department to find out how many of the 
2008 jobs listed in the Job Bank were filled 
and how many were cancelled. Chairs 
and department administrators of sociol-
ogy departments should expect a short 
survey later this spring. Preliminary find-
ings should be available at the 2009 ASA 
Annual Meeting in San Francisco.

Who’s Teaching and How Much?

Higher education organizations, 
coalitions, professional associations, and 
disciplinary societies have decried the 
increasing use of adjunct faculty and its 
negative impact on the quality of student 
learning. It is generally assumed that the 
heavy use of adjunct faculty is limited to 
the humanities, but reports in 2008 by the 
American Federation of Teachers and the 
MLA show that this type of employment is 
widespread across disciplines, estimating 
that between 38 and 41 percent of courses 
are taught by adjunct faculty at four-year 
institutions. However, results from the 
2001 and 2007 ASA Department Surveys 
reveal an opposite trend in sociology: Full-
time and supplementary faculty numbers 
have remained stable in the six years 

Comparison of Job Bank Listings in 2006 and 2008 

Position 2006 2008 Percent 
Change

Instructor/Lecturer  64  38  -40.6
Assistant Professor  610  370  -39.3
Associate Professor  65  13  -80.0
Full Professor  49  14  -71.4
Open or More Than  
 One Rank

 37  164  +343.2

Fellowship/Post Doc  71  66  -7.0
Other Academic  101  111  9.9

Sociological Practice  89  62  -30.3

Total  1086  838  -22.8

ASA Council Supports Independence of Federal Statistical and Research Agencies
by Lee Herring, ASA Public Affairs and 

Public Information Office

At its February 2009 meeting, ASA Council 
considered a long-brewing concern that 

has been affecting the credibility of specific 
federal statistical and research agencies in 
recent years. This latest story begins with 
the criminology research community in 
November 2008. Through an open letter 
from Jeremy Travis, the President of the John 
Jay College of Criminal Justice at the City 
University of New York, to the American 
Society of Criminology (ASC), Travis urged 
the ASC to examine “the federal role in pro-
moting research on crime, society’s responses 
to crime, and the administration of justice.” 
Travis issued the request at that time because 
of the “unprecedented opportunity” pre-
sented by the election of a new U.S. Congress 
and President, he wrote.

Travis also executed a far-reaching 
appeal to the broader research community, 
including sociology, through professional 
associations’ leadership and members. As a 
former director of the U.S. Department of 
Justice’s (DOJ) National Institute of Justice 
from 1994-2000, the nation’s primary 
source of extramural research funding on 
crime and justice, Travis brought unique 
insights about the value of federal criminal 
justice research and statistical enterprises 

in relation to the efficiency and function 
of the organizational structure in which 
they operate within DOJ’s Office of Justice 
Programs.

In particular, the research community 
long has entertained the notion that a new 
organizational structure is needed. In early 
2009, the Law and Society Association 
(LSA) supported Travis’ request “to restruc-
ture the National Institute of Justice and 
the Bureau of Justice Statistics to create a 
scientific branch of government that oper-
ates under scientific principles comparable 
to such agencies as the National Science 
Foundation or the National Institutes 
of Health.” According to LSA Executive 
Officer, Ron Pipkin, the LSA plans now to 
work cooperatively in designing a final rec-
ommendation to Congress and the White 
House. The goal is to establish a new Office 
of Justice Research and Statistics, headed 
by an Assistant Attorney General who has 
a background and expertise suitable for 
running a statistics and research agency, 
bringing this domain of federal research on 
a par with the quality exhibited in federal 
research on drug abuse, education, and 
health and disease.

Officers of ASA’s Section on Crime and 
Deviance approached the ASA leadership in 
December 2008 with a request for endorse-
ment of the proposed new structure. The 

Consortium of Social Science Associations 
(COSSA) urged support of the initiative in a 
meeting with President Barack Obama’s tran-
sition team for the DOJ. COSSA maintained 
that “an office will give higher status and 
greater visibility to justice research and place 
the justice research agenda on sounder footing 
. . . ,” according to Sally Simpson, Chair of 

the ASA section. The ASC also submitted a 
detailed memo to the transition team, express-
ing the need for an organizational structure 
that supports rigor and robust research on 
crime and justice policies. As interest builds 
for this initiative, the ASA Council at its 
February 17, 2009, meeting approved the sup-
portive formal statement below. 

between surveys, while teaching loads have 
increased for full-time professors. These 
findings are available in the latest brief from 
the ASA Department Survey series, What’s 
Happening in Your Department? Who’s 
Teaching and How Much?

Given the lack of consistency between 
ASA findings and those of the other 
surveys, the ASA Research Department 
would like to hear if the findings reported 
here match your department’s experiences. 
Comment on this brief at the new ASA 
Research Department Blog (<asaresearch.
wordpress.com>).

A Master’s Degree in Sociology 

The ASA Research Department has 
launched a new webpage, “What Can I Do 
With a Master’s Degree in Sociology?,” to 
provide information to students interested 
in applied and professional degrees and to 
faculty members developing or running 
these programs. New information will 
be gathered from ASA’s new longitudinal 
study of master’s candidates in sociology 
(see p. 5 of the March 2009 Footnotes). 
This survey seeks to bridge the informa-
tion gap on MA degrees and aid depart-
ments in efforts to improve or develop 
programs that would make the master’s a 
more meaningful degree. In March, the 
ASA Research Department invited more 
than 1,400 students in sociology master’s 
programs to participate in a two-year sur-
vey. The first-year survey asks about their 
experiences in their programs and goals 
upon obtaining their degrees. The second 
examines employment and additional 
education outcomes.

Findings from the master’s survey 
will be reported on an ongoing basis on 
the ASA website. To learn more about 
the study, view findings from a survey of 
graduate directors, preview the Phase I 
student survey, and purchase a copy of 
the report Thinking About the Master’s 
Degree in Sociology: Academic, Applied and 
Everything in Between by the ASA Task 
Force on the Master’s Degree, visit <www.
asanet.org/cs/research/masters>. 

ASA Council Statement on Federal Statistical and Research Agencies

The Council of the American Sociological Association (ASA) unanimously affirms its long-
standing commitment to the independence, transparency and scientific leadership of federal 
agencies that conduct and support research and collect statistical data that are vital to the 
well-being of American society. The range, rigor and openness of research and statistics on 
the nation’s many social institutions, processes and problems are enhanced by federal re-
search and statistical agencies that are characterized by independence and transparency and 
led by persons with relevant scientific expertise who are appointed to fixed terms of office. 

As a scientific society, the ASA carefully monitors the performance of federal research and 
statistical agencies that are essential to the conduct of high quality social science research. 
The ASA also monitors the development of proposals about the structure and operation of 
these agencies that may impact the extent to which the principles Council has affirmed (i.e., 
independence, transparency and scientific leadership) are institutionalized.

The ASA Council endorses the goals of recent proposals regarding the future of the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics and the National Institute of Justice, both agencies within the 
U.S. Department of Justice that are important national scientific investments. One proposal 
endorsed by the Executive Board of the American Society of Criminology, the Consortium of 
Social Science Associations, and similar organizations calls for moving these statistical and 
research agencies into a new independent office within the Justice Department. 

The Council of the American Sociological Association encourages Congress to evaluate 
these proposals in terms of their impact on the independence, transparency and scientific 
leadership of these important federal science and statistical agencies.
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UCSF Doctoral Sociology Program Celebrates Its 40th

The University of California-San Francisco 
(UCSF) Doctoral Program in Sociology 

recently celebrated its 40th birthday and 
almost 50 years of sociology at the univer-
sity. The first sociologist on the faculty was 
Anselm Strauss, hired in 1960, who was 
soon joined by Virginia Olesen, Fred Davis, 
Barney Glaser, Leonard Schatzman, and 
Egon Bittner. Focused on medical sociol-
ogy, UCSF pioneered in research on chronic 
illness, medical care institutions, women’s 
health, aging, qualitative methods, and 
health policy. Those traditions continue 
along with newer emphases in science, 
technology and medicine studies and race, 
health disparities, and globalization. 

The 40th birthday brought together 
alumni, other former students whose 
training and careers were shaped by the 
sociology program, current students, 
and long-time friends from the School 
of Nursing and across UCSF. The UCSF 
Doctoral Program in Sociology is the only 
one in the world structurally located in a 
School of Nursing. 

The birthday event, held at the cam-
pus, was dedicated to emeriti faculty: 
Carroll Estes, Charlene Harrington, 
Ginnie Olesen, Robert Staples, Lenny 
Schatzman (deceased), and Anselm Strauss 
(deceased). The celebration began with a 
hilarious and sophisticated assessment, 
by Stefan Timmermans (UCLA), of the 
“Contributions of UCSF Sociology Past, 
Present and Future,” delineating faculty’s 
enduring theoretical and methodological 
innovations and impressive range of proj-
ects, including biomedicalization theory. 
A second keynote, by Margaret Kearney 
(University of Rochester) on “Contributions 
of UCSF Sociology to Nursing Scholarship,” 
documented the sustained impact of Strauss 
and Glaser’s grounded theory and discussed 
Adele Clarke’s situational analysis. 

Specialty Areas

Six panels then focused on the spe-
cialty areas the faculty have generated 
over the past 40 years. The first panel 
was classic medical sociology, discussed 
by alums Carolyn Wiener (UCSF) and 
Kathy Charmaz (Sonoma State), including 
research on the technologized hospital, 
lived experiences of chronic illness, and 
informed consent in medical research. 
More recent work on violence as a health 
issue was framed by Department of Social 
and Behavioral Sciences Chair Howard 
Pinderhughes, along with projects on elec-
tronic health records, a genealogy of phan-
tom limb, and HIV disclosure. Research on 
drugs and needle exchange was detailed by 
student Peter Davidson. 

Women’s health/gender and health was 
the second specialty emphasis, initiated 
in 1973 by Ginnie Olesen and Sheryl Burt 
Ruzek (Temple University). They orga-
nized the first social science conference on 
women’s health in 1975 with federal sup-
port. Early research examined breast can-
cer, informed consent, domestic violence, 
and donor insemination in Sweden. Alum 
Monica Casper (Arizona State University) 
and student Airin Martinez discussed 
recent and future directions including 
research on fetal surgery, abortion, safer 
sex, brokering of Philippine domestic 
workers, lesbians’ use of assisted reproduc-
tion, cosmetic surgery, and gender and 
the sociology of food in transnational 
migration. 

Today, UCSF sociology is internation-
ally known for its research in the sociol-
ogy of aging, including its Institute for 
Health and Aging founded in 1979 by 
Carroll Estes, now led by alum Patrick Fox 
and Wendy Max. A talk by Estes framed 
the faculty’s theoretical contributions to 
critical gerontology, including biomedi-

calization of aging. Alum 
Steve Wallace (UCLA) 
provided an ambitious 
overview of UCSF research 
on Altzheimer’s, hospice, 
caregiving, and disability 
studies. Future directions 
were discussed by alum 
Brooke Hollister including 
home care, Social Security 
reform and social isolation 
of elders. 

Deeply linked to aging 
research is the emphasis 
on health policy spear-
headed by faculty Charlene 
Harrington and Bob Newcomer and exem-
plified in their studies of long-term care 
and nursing homes. Alum Dick Culbertson 
traveled from Tulane University to discuss 
his and other alums’ work on physician 
autonomy under managed care, nursing 
home staffing and safety, and academic 
health centers. Alum Alexis Martinez (San 
Francisco State University) framed recent 
research directions including bioprepared-
ness, health labor force issues, dental care 
delivery, community benefits of local 
hospitals, smoking and mental illness, and 
Gardasil immunization as policy issues.

Science, technology, and medicine stud-
ies has been led by faculty Adele Clarke 
since 1989. At the event, early accomplish-
ments in this area were framed by alum 
Leigh Star (Santa Clara/Pittsburg) including 
historical sociologies of brain localization 
and reproductive sciences as well as sex pre-
selection. More recent work on the molecu-
larization of environmental sciences, stem 
cell research, chemoprevention, Viagra, and 
cloning of endangered species was framed 
by alum Sara Shostak (Brandeis University). 
Future directions were elucidated by 
student Jia-shin Chen, including projects 

on scientific expertise and harm reduction 
policy, autism genetics, biomonitoring, 
and pubertal “windows of vulnerability” in 
breast cancer risk.

The most recent area of emphasis—race, 
health disparities, and globalization—harks 
back to early work. Alum David Hayes-
Bautista (UCLA), a founder of the non-
profit health care facility La Clinica de la 
Raza, detailed his career-long documenta-
tion of Latina/o health issues, including the 
Latino paradox. Other early work focused 
on the Hmong, Lakota Sioux, and the Port 
Chicago disaster. Alum and faculty Janet 
Shim discussed her sociology of epidemiol-
ogy, its use of racial categories, and others’ 
projects on mixed-race identification, and 
Chinese and Vietnamese immigrant com-
munity health. Last, the most recent addi-
tion to the faculty, Shari Dworkin, discussed 
her work on gender relations, economic 
empowerment programs, and HIV/AIDS 
prevention in Africa.

As Stefan Timmermans concluded, for 
a quite small program, UCSF sociology 
has created some very large footprints in 
the discipline. For further information, see 
<www.ucsf.edu/medsoc> and <www.ucsf.
edu/anselmstrauss/>. 

UCSF faculty and alumni Brooke Hollister, Carroll Estes, Leigh Star, 
and in the middle, David Hayes-Bautista at the department’s 40th  
anniversary celebration

Task Force on Teaching Ethics Completes Its Work
For professors who have been search-

ing multiple websites for resources to 
teach an ethics course or class, ASA now 
has your one-stop source. The ASA Task 
Force on Teaching Ethics Throughout 
the Curriculum, chaired by Earl Babbie, 
Chapman University (emeritus), and 
co-sponsored by the ASA Committee 
on Professional Ethics (COPE), recently 
completed its two-year charge. Their final 
product is a website to be used by sociol-
ogy teachers at all levels (see the “Ethics” 
link on the ASA homepage or < www2.
asanet.org/taskforce/ethics>). The website 
contains ethics-related cases for consider-
ation, discussion questions, an annotated 
bibliography, and other resources for use in 
the sociology curriculum. 

In addition to Babbie, the other Task 
Force members were Thomas Van Valey, 
Western Michigan University (emeritus), 
and Lisa Anne Zilney, Montclair State 
University. The ASA staff liaison to the 
project was Minority Affairs Program 
Director Jean H. Shin.

In 2006, under the advice of former 
ASA Deputy Executive Officer Carla B. 
Howery, the Task Force’s mission was to 
work with members of COPE to “develop 
curriculum materials to teach students 
about professional ethics from early in 
their undergraduate careers through 
graduate school.” According to Babbie, 

the “aim was to create and make available 
resources to help teachers bring ethical 
issues alive in all areas of the sociology 
curriculum.” The Task Force members 
agreed that developing a website contain-
ing a collection of ethics-oriented mod-
ules would be the most effective way to do 
this, as they could be quickly downloaded 
and easily updated. 

Because COPE had begun compiling 
cases in a separate collection-related proj-
ect in 1997 (a project that had substantial 
work done on it but was not completed), 
there was a base of materials already in 
place. With the assistance of then-COPE 
members Lisa Brush, Virginia O’Connell, 
Douglas Anderton, and Christopher Hill, 
the Task Force was able to edit many of the 
existing cases and also find new materials 
to add to the collection. In addition, calls 
for case submissions were published in 
issues of Footnotes in spring and early sum-
mer 2008, and further solicitations were 
made through ASA ChairLink and to the 
ASA sections’ listservs.

Website Offerings

For Van Valey, the website is aimed at 
two main populations: teaching faculty and 
department chairs. He said that “teach-
ing faculty should be able to use the cases 
in their classes to help students become 
sensitive to ethical issues, and department 

chairs can use them to help 
their faculty do the same.” 

The new website con-
tains separate case sections 
by ethics-related topic, 
by a selection of sociol-
ogy courses, and a special 
section for department 
chairs. The ethics-related 
case topics include author-
ship credit, competence, 
confidentiality, conflicts 
of interest, harassment, 
plagiarism, public com-
munication, and numerous 
others. There are 15 differ-
ent sociology courses for 
which cases were deemed 
especially appropriate 
by the Task Force and 23 
cases that are specifically 
geared for use by depart-
ment chairs. For each case, 
there are also discussion 
questions to pose as well as some commen-
tary to help start a discussion. Importantly, 
a full annotated bibliography of articles 
and books is available to help both teachers 
and students do research on ethics issues.  
Because the cases are linked directly to 
the ASA Code of Ethics, the website should 
help make more sociologists aware of the 
Code and its place in the profession.

After seeing a presentation on the 
website at its February 2009 meeting, 
ASA Council members unanimously 
approved it as the final report of the Task 
Force and encouraged its use by teachers 
throughout the sociology curriculum. 
The new website and its contents will 
be featured in various places this sum-
mer at the 2009 Annual Meeting in San 
Francisco. 
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Beyond the Regular and Dissertation Competitions:  
Funding Opportunities at NSF
When sociologists seek funding from 

the National Science Foundation 
(NSF) they typically submit proposals to 
the Sociology Program. There are more 
options. In addition to the Sociology 
Program, sociological research is appro-
priate for consideration in all major 
foundation-wide funding competitions 
and is actively sought by interdisciplinary 
programs. In this article, the Sociology 
Program directors discuss the range of 
funding opportunities for sociological 
research and training at NSF. Sociologists 
directing two interdisciplinary programs 
in the Division of Social and Economic 
Sciences: Science, Technology, and Society 
(STS) and Methods, Measurement, and 
Statistics (MMS) discuss types of fund-
ing available through these programs. 
Additional information is available on the 
NSF website (www.nsf.gov).

Support for Sociological Research 
and Training

Program Directors: Jan E. Stets, University 
of California-Riverside, and Patricia White, 
National Science Foundation

The Sociology Program supports 
investigator-initiated basic research that is 
theoretically focused empirical work. The 
Program is open to research in the sub-
stantive areas represented in the American 
Sociological Association, with appropriate-
ness of projects determined by the clarity 
of theoretical aims and potential contribu-
tions. NSF recognizes that research infra-
structure and data resources are necessary 
for an ongoing basic social science enter-
prise, so the Program funds secondary 
analysis, but it also supports original data 
collection. It encourages the use of quanti-
tative and qualitative approaches.  

The majority of proposals the Program 
receives is in response to the regular 
proposal and doctoral dissertation com-
petitions (see a future issue for a listing of 
funded proposals). However, there is an 
array of funding for sociologists beyond 
these, including two new mechanisms that 
became available in January 2009: the Rapid 
Response Research (RAPID) and Early-
concept Grants for Exploratory Research 
(EAGER). RAPID supports studies that 
have severe urgency for the collection and 
analysis of data. It would include quick-
response research on natural disasters and 
similar unanticipated events. EAGERs 
support work in its early stages on untested 
but potentially transformative ideas and 
approaches. The research may be considered 
“high risk-high payoff,” perhaps involving 
radically different approaches, applying new 
expertise, or engaging in novel disciplinary 
and interdisciplinary perspectives. 

The NSF Directorate for Social, 
Behavioral and Economic Sciences issued 
a Dear Colleague Letter in December 2008 
that encourages the submission of research 
proposals in three areas: (1) infrastructure 
development including, but not limited to, 
machines, shared databases, repositories, 
consortia, etc., (2) large-scale interdisci-
plinary projects that advance our under-
standing of the dynamics of human action 
and development and organizational, 
cultural, and societal adaptation and 
change, and (3) complexity science includ-
ing the dynamics of complex systems such 
as “tipping points” where many things 
change all at once and “emergent phenom-

ena.” A second Dear Colleague Letter was 
issued in January to announce funding for 
interdisciplinary work in Environment, 
Society, and the Economy (ESE). Topics of 
interest include decision-making strate-
gies related to environmental changes and 
environmental change and its impact on 
the evolution of human behavior. 

The Sociology Program continues to 
fund workshops on specific topics that 
hold the potential for opening up areas of 
new research. Past workshops have been 
highly successful and have directed schol-
ars to neglected and/or emerging areas 
within the discipline including qualitative 
sociology, global climate change, and most 
recently, survey research in the Middle 
East. A forthcoming workshop is sched-
uled on the moral dimension of social life.

NSF considers graduate student train-
ing an important part of its mission, and 
it has two ongoing graduate traineeship 
programs: Integrative Graduate Education 
and Research Traineeship (IGERT) and 
Partnership for International Research 

and Education (PIRE). IGERT supports 
interdisciplinary graduate research training, 
while PIRE promotes international research 
collaborations to advance social scientific 
knowledge and discoveries. Sociologists are 
encouraged to develop sociologically based 
IGERTs and PIREs or integrate sociology as 
a component of interdisciplinary graduate 
training. Funding opportunities for sociolo-
gists are also available in the Polar Social 
Science Program that supports sociological 
research in polar regions, and the Science 
of Science Innovation Policy (SciSIP) 
Program. SciSIP supports research on the 
ways in which the contexts, structures, and 
processes of science are affected by policy 
decisions and the collection, analysis, and 
visualization of new data for the scientific 
enterprise. 

Science, Technology and Society 
(STS) Program

Program Directors: Laurel Smith-Doerr, 
Boston University, and Stephen Zehr, 
University of Southern Indiana

Sociology is a key part of STS. The STS 
program funds research in four areas of 
social aspects of science, engineering, and 
technology: ethics and values, history and 
philosophy, social studies, and studies 
of policy. STS supports funding through 
standard awards, postdoctoral fellowships, 
doctoral dissertation grants, professional 
development fellowships, small grants for 
training and research, and workshop/con-
ference grants. Because of the centrality of 
sociology in STS, the involvement of soci-
ologists is incredibly important for future 
research directions in the program. 

The following examples of recent STS 

awards to sociologists illustrate the pro-
gram’s range. 
•	 Patrick	Carroll,	University	of	

California-Davis, “California Delta: 
The Engineered Heart of a Modern 
State Formation” examines how social, 
natural, and technological elements are 
engineered and interconnected in the 
California Delta, a prime example of 
a large socio-technical network that is 
crucial to the stability of a modern state. 

•	 Marion	Fourcade,	University	of	
California-Berkeley, “Measure 
for Measure: Social Ontologies of 
Classification” investigates national 
classificatory styles in the emergence 
and development of three debates over 
classification in America and France: 
the ranking of wines, the digitization 
of books, and the economic valuation 
of nature. 

•	 Chris	Henke,	Colgate	College,	
“Contested Fields: Place-Bound 
Conflicts over Transgenic Crops” 
explains ongoing conflicts over 

transgenic crops as spatially rooted 
in places where crops are developed, 
tested, and grown. 

•	 Doug	McAdam,	Stanford	University,	
“A Comparative Study of Community 
Response to Infrastructure ‘Siting 
Decisions’” focuses on responses to 
siting decisions rather than move-
ments (including cases with little to 
extensive public opposition) allowing 
for more robust understanding of 
links between movement mobilization 
and technical factors. 

•	 Amit	Prasad,	University	of	Missouri-
Columbia, “Scanning the Globe: 
Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) 
Research and Development in the 
United Kingdom, India and the 
United States” notes that even though 
the relationship between the United 
Kingdom, India, and the United States 
is asymmetrical, techno-scientific 
research among these nations can-
not be understood through simple 
conceptual dichotomies of center/
periphery, west/non-west, dominant/
dominated, or globalism/localism.

Methodology, Measurement, and 
Statistics (MMS) Program 

Program Director: R. Saylor Breckenridge, 
Wake Forest University

Sociology plays a central role as well 
in the Methodology, Measurement, and 
Statistics (MMS) Program, an interdis-
ciplinary program. MMS funds research 
revolving around the development, appli-
cation, and extension of formal models 
and methodology for social and behavioral 
research including data collection, orga-

nizational infrastructure, and educational 
efforts. The MMS program supports a vari-
ety of awards including regular research 
awards, doctoral dissertation grants, and 
mid-career research fellowships where, in 
part, investigators are expected to spend 
their fellowship period at a host location 
immersing themselves in an area of study 
outside their current areas of expertise. 
MMS also supports Research Experience 
for Undergraduates (REU) Supplements 
to enhance undergraduate education and 
training in the development of methods for 
the social, behavioral, and economic sci-
ences and to broaden the participation of 
underrepresented students in high-quality 
research projects.

MMS supports a wide range of socio-
logical research, often in conjunction 
with the Sociology Program through co-
reviews. Recent examples of MMS funding 
to sociologists include:
•	 Jason	Kaufman,	Harvard	University,	

Social Networks and Online Spaces: 
A Cohort Study of American College 
Students” collects large and complete 
network data from Facebook.com to 
study network relationships, cultural 
tastes, and the formation of friendship 
groups. 

•	 Stefan	Timmermans,	University	of	
California-Los Angeles, “Strengthening 
Qualitative Research through 
Methodological Innovation and 
Integration: An Integration of 
Conversation Analysis and Ethnography” 
links methodologies to understand social 
context and the mechanisms of social 
change through research on clinician-
parent communications during new-
borns’ health screening.

•	 Devah	Pager,	Princeton	University,	
“CAREER: Toward Improving the 
Conceptualization and Measurement 
of Discrimination” improves empirical 
measurement of discrimination via a 
mix of methods that are then used to 
better understand the economic exclu-
sion of young disadvantaged men. 

•	 Katherine	Stovel,	University	of	
Washington, “Hearing About a 
Job: Networks, Information, and 
Segregation in Labor Markets” devel-
ops a labor market simulation to exam-
ine the segregation in labor markets. 

•	 Kazuo	Yamaguchi,	National	
Opinion Research Center, “Multi-
level Risk-interdependence 
Models for Competing Events and 
their Applications to Social and 
Demographic Research“ develops 
improved hazard rate models for the 
occurrence of multiple events.

Concluding Thoughts

All of us at the Foundation encourage 
sociologists to become involved in the 
activities of NSF. Serve as a reviewer. Once 
you have your PhD in hand, send your 
curriculum vita to relevant program direc-
tors and offer to review grant proposals 
in your specialty areas. Submit a proposal 
as a principal investigator or co-principal 
investigator on a disciplinary or interdis-
ciplinary grant. Serve on an NSF review 
panel, if invited. Finally, think about apply-
ing for openings at the NSF as a program 
director, division director, or even assistant 
director to the directorate. The experience 
will enrich you. 

  In addition to the Sociology Program, 

sociological research is appropriate for 

consideration in all major foundation-wide 

funding competitions and is actively sought 

by interdisciplinary programs.  
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is lessening. Take, for example, the Obama 
transition team advisors’ approach to the 
federal investment in biomedical and health 
research. They listened to the science advo-
cacy community’s assertion (via Research! 
America) that the effects of most medical 
treatments hinge not only on individual fac-
tors, such as patients’ age, sex, and co-mor-
bidity, but also on social structural factors. 
Social science advocates’ chronic drumbeat 
heralding the role of social structure—across 
the spectrum of macro policies—is being 
heard in Washington. Yet this short-term 
shift to pay more attention to structure may 
yield only short-term fixes. Effective social 
science paradigms for long-term policies 
must find a way to encompass both prevail-
ing paradigms.

Because sociologists routinely study 
social networks and communities, sociology 
as a discipline may be uniquely positioned 
to reconcile these seemingly disparate 
paradigms. Specifically, the construct of 
community incorporates both individual 
behavior and social context, suggesting 
that peoples’ individual beliefs and actions 
cannot be understood without attending 
to their communities and diverse social 
networks, and that social networks and 
communities are meaningless without 

some knowledge of the actual people within 
them. Bringing multifaceted ideas about 
community that view individual choice 
in the context of social structural realities 
might develop more robust social science 
paradigms for long-term policy needs.

Plenary Panel

The 2009 ASA Annual Meeting program 
theme, The New Politics of Community, 
contains many opportunities to investigate 
renewed possibilities for social science and 
public policy. Yet one important and excit-
ing plenary session, “Bringing Communities 
Back In? Setting a New Policy Agenda,” 
should not be missed. Four prominent 
sociologists have been invited to grapple 
with the question of how making ideas 
about community more central to sociologi-
cal thinking might catalyze new avenues of 
investigation for public policy. All of our 
panelists are renowned scholars with signifi-
cant accomplishments within their respec-
tive public policy venues, and all work with 
communities and social networks broadly 
defined.

Panelists who are scheduled to join us 
for the plenary session include Robert J. 
Sampson, Henry Ford II Professor of the 
Social Sciences and Department Chair, 
Harvard University. Sampson’s recent pub-
lications have focused on race/ethnicity and 
social mechanisms of concentrated inequal-
ity, collective efficacy and crime, immigra-

tion, the social meanings and stigma of 
“disorder,” poverty traps, the spatial dynam-
ics of social life, the comparative network 
structure of community influence, collec-
tive civic engagement, and other topics 
linked in general to community-level social 
processes. This research stems from the 
Project on Human Development in Chicago 
Neighborhoods, for which Sampson serves 
as Scientific Director.

Pedro Noguera is a professor in the 
Steinhardt School of Culture, Education, 
and Human Development at New York 
University. An urban sociologist, Noguera’s 
scholarship and research focus on the 
ways in which schools are influenced by 
social and economic conditions in the 
urban environment. Noguera has served 
as an advisor and engaged in collaborative 
research with several large urban school 
districts throughout the United States 
and has served as the Judith K. Dimon 
Professor of Communities and Schools at 
the Harvard Graduate School of Education. 
Noguera is currently the Executive 
Director of the Metropolitan Center for 
Urban Education and the co-Director of 
the Institute for the Study of Globalization 
and Education in Metropolitan Settings.

Bernice Pescosolido is Distinguished 
Professor and Chancellor’s Professor 
of Sociology at Indiana University-
Bloomington. Her research agenda 
addresses how social networks connect 

individuals to their communities and to 
institutional structures, providing the 
“wires” through which society’s energies 
(social interaction) influence people’s atti-
tudes and actions. The majority of her work 
has aimed to understand how individu-
als, their families, and their communities 
respond to illness. Focusing primarily on 
the case of mental illness, she has examined 
how the social networks of both patients 
and medical providers help determine the 
fates of illness and occupational careers.

Steven Gortmaker is Professor of the 
Practice of Health Sociology and director 
of the Harvard School of Public Health 
Prevention Research Center (HPRC). 
HPRC’s mission is to work with community 
partners to design, implement, and evaluate 
programs that improve nutrition and physi-
cal activity, reduce overweight, and reduce 
chronic disease risk among children and 
youth. HPRC projects involve community 
partners in every phase: conceptualization, 
design, planning, implementation, and 
evaluation. Gortmaker’s research is focused 
on the health of children and adolescents, 
particularly households living in poverty 
and minority populations. His research is 
focused on a broad variety of risks that face 
the young, ranging from sociological con-
cepts such as income poverty, social stress 
and social networks, to behaviors such as 
smoking, inactivity (exemplified by televi-
sion viewing), and diet. 

rently is the Chair of the Society of Social 
Problem’s Teaching Social Problems 
Division. She is now serving a term on 
the ASA’s Council for the Section on 
Teaching and Learning and, earlier, was 
co-editor of its newsletter. In addition, for 
the past few years she served on the ASA 
Distinguished Contributions to Teaching 
Award Committee. 

Lowney has been a reviewer for many 
journals, including Teaching Sociology, 
and has been on the editorial board of 
Sociological Perspectives and Sociological 
Spectrum. Her current research interests 
include constructionist studies of social 
problems and the media; adolescent 
Satanic style; collaborative community-
university service-learning projects; and 
productivity websites and images of the 
self. 

Lowney as an Editor

Lowney knows quality scholarship 
when she sees it. She recognizes good 
teaching as one form of good scholarship. 
Her contributions will include organiza-
tion, management, and a creative vision 
of what Teaching Sociology can do for 
the discipline and the teacher-scholars 
who practice it. Kathe has a knack for 
recognizing not only the great work we 
as sociologists do but also the underlying 
potential that is often more difficult to 

see. She will be a constructive, support-
ive, and honest editor who will help both 
the journal and the individual authors 
take steps toward creating an even more 
exciting scholarship of teaching and 
learning. Her leadership will combine an 
understanding and appreciation of both 
the broader assessment movement in 
higher education and the application of 
sociological methods and theory to what 
happens in classrooms. 

Kathe’s personal skills and habits 
will also contribute to her success as 
an editor. She is contemplative with an 
unflappable calmness, a capacity for 
hard work, and a strong sense of fair-
ness. She and her deputy editor, Glenn 
Muschert, Miami University (Ohio), 
will continue to build Teaching Sociology 
into one of the premier publications in 
the scholarship of teaching and learning. 
Once again, we are most fortunate that 
such capable scholars have chosen to do 
this most important work.

Teaching Sociology publishes articles, 
notes, and reviews intended to be helpful 
to the discipline’s teachers. Articles range 
from experimental studies of teaching 
and learning to broad, synthetic essays 
on pedagogically important issues. 
Notes focus on specific teaching issues 
or techniques. The general intent is to 
share theoretically stimulating and useful 
information and advice with teachers. For 
more information, see <www.asanet.org/
cs/journals/ts>. 

Communities
from page 1

Lowney
from page 1

ASA’s Teaching Enhancement Fund 
Supports Three New Projects
Three awards designed to enrich the quality 

of teaching of sociology have been awarded 
through the ASA Teaching Enhancement 
Fund (TEF). Principal criteria for the award 
are: The project advances the teaching and 
learning of sociology, serves as a seed project 
that will continue to have an impact over 
time, and will be systemic in its impact. A 
TEF grant, up to $2,000, may be given to an 
individual, a department, a program, or a 
committee of a state/regional association. The 
2009 funded projects are as follows: 

Kathleen McKinney (Illinois State 
University) for “A Multi-Institutional Study 
of Research Experience Capstone Courses 
in Sociology.” This project will assess student 
learning and student perceptions of a one-
semester, required sociology research experi-
ence capstone courses at seven different 
institutions that vary in location, size, public-
private status, and co-ed or same-sex status. 
Since little is known about the outcomes of 
research-based capstone courses, McKinney’s 
work is poised to contribute significantly 
to the scholarship of teaching and learning 
literature and to provide insights that could 
improve curricular planning and course 
design across the discipline. 

Carissa M. Froyum and Marybeth C. 
Stalp (University of Northern Iowa) for 
“Implementing a Teacher Development 
Pilot Program for MA Students.” This study 
will implement and test the effectiveness 
of a small pilot program that prepares MA 
students to teach core sociology courses at 
community colleges in Iowa. The proposed 
pilot program will have three central com-
ponents: a teaching-focused proseminar 
course, a congruent teaching practicum, 
and a guided teaching internship. The 
objectives of Froyum and Stalp’s program 
are to prepare MA students to teach core 
sociology courses at community colleges; 
train them to reflect upon and address 
“positionality” within the classroom; and 
engage them in the scholarship of teach-

ing and learning. The project responds to 
the growing number of community college 
students in Iowa and across the country by 
seeking to advance the practice of preparing 
competent and pedagogically attuned com-
munity college educators. 

Suzzane S. Hudd (Quinnipiac 
University) for “Arriving at a Sociology of 
Writing.” When sociologists reference the 
deeper role of writing and its contribu-
tion to the development of our students’ 
critical thinking skills, they commonly 
refer to research in composition theory. 
This is despite the fact that a good deal of 
sociological scholarship on pedagogical 
approaches to the assignment of writ-
ing already exists. This project will bring 
together the literature on writing in the 
disciplines (i.e., the theories of composi-
tionists) with the scholarship of sociolo-
gists to initiate a more meaningful and 
multi-disciplinary dialogue about student 
writing in sociology that will expose the 
“hidden curriculum” surrounding the writ-
ten work professors assign. Through inter-
views with sociologists across a wide-array 
of institutions, Hudd seeks to develop a 
“rhetoric of sociology.” She hopes to define 
a “writing praxis” that supports this rheto-
ric. By treating writing as a socio-cultural 
phenomenon and linking it to the critical 
thinking skills it is intended to develop, she 
seeks to expose the shared aims between 
sociological writing and other disciplines. 
Hudd hopes to facilitate the compositional 
transition from one discipline to another. 

The next deadline for TEF applications 
is February 1, 2010. For additional infor-
mation, visit the ASA website at <www.
asanet.org> (click on Funding). TEF is 
largely supported by contributions made 
during the Annual Meeting at Just Desserts. 
See the Annual Meeting insert in the May/
June issue for details about this fundraising 
event at the 2009 Annual Meeting in San 
Francisco. 

Time to Vote!
The 2009 election is underway as of mid-April. All mem-
bers with valid e-mail addresses will receive instructions 

on how to access candidate statements and how to cast their votes 
online, or you can visit <www.asanet.org> to cast your vote. The 
election will be open for voting through June 1.
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Public Sociology Is Not Community 
Organizing

Some quixotic members of our profes-
sion have fostered an image of the public 
sociologist as a romantic swashbuckler—
the sociologist as community organizer or 
public policy guru. In an article appearing 
in Academic Matters and Inside Higher Ed, 
a Canadian sociologist suggests a more 
realistic alternative to these charades. 
Robert Brym’s “Why I Teach Intro” is an 
elegant endorsement of teaching as a genre 
of public sociology.

The truth is that most sociologists 
who promote these activist fantasies are 
wannabes. Self-delusion, however, is not 
limited to this discipline; these reveries are 
perhaps even more widespread in depart-
ments of literature and cultural studies. 
Only those who have spent their entire 
adult lives in academic monasteries are 
naïve enough to see community organizing 
and public policy advocacy as leisure-time 
activities.  

Last week I spent two days meet-
ing with Minnesota legislative leaders. 
Recently, I exchanged e-mails about 
legislative strategy with the Speaker of the 
House. Last evening I testified at a legisla-
tive town hall meeting in Woodbury. Yet, I 
harbored no illusion that I was practicing 
a profession. I was merely being a good 
citizen and, by my definition, a public soci-
ologist. I encourage sociologists to engage 
in citizenship whenever and wherever the 
opportunity presents itself. However, do 
not delude yourself by conflating citizen-
ship with what Max Weber called “politics 
as a vocation.”

Before becoming an academic, I spent 
20 years mastering the craft of community 
organizing. I spent those years learning 
to mentor leaders, build organizations, 
research issues, develop strategies and tac-
tics, speak and write for public audiences, 
and exercise political moxie. Drawing 
upon the work of the philosopher Hubert 
Dreyfus, I now chart that half of my adult 
life as an experiential learning process, a 
slow and anxiety-ridden progression from 
novice to master. 

Dreyfus has spent nearly 30 years refin-
ing a typology of skill acquisition that has 
applicability to everything from basketball 
and chess to intellectual dexterity and pro-
fessional practice. He structures the learn-
ing process into a useful continuum of six 
stages. Mastery is a gradual transition from 
rigidly following rules to an intuitive mode 
of reasoning that resembles Aristotle’s 
concept of “practical wisdom.” To success-
fully advance through the first three stages 
requires only the limited commitment 
of a layperson. This first package of skill 
acquisition describes the civic repertoire 
of a reasonably competent citizen. Moving 
through the last three stages requires a 
deep allegiance to craft and an apprentice-
ship to one or more masters.

In other words, if you desire to practice 
politics as a vocation give up tenure, find 
a mentor or two, and embed yourself in 
a couple of grassroots organizations for a 
decade or so. If not, then perhaps a more 
humble definition of public sociologist is 
in order. 

While there are a variety of venues for 

this modest rendition of public sociol-
ogy, Michael Burawoy has identified the 
one skill that best suits most sociologists: 
“Students are our first public.” Anyone with 
aspirations as a public sociologist should 
first dedicate themselves to the craft of 
teaching as a vocational calling. Dreyfus 
provides a guide for those perplexed about 
the requisite skill acquisition.

Brym, a University of Toronto profes-
sor, has made a poignant case for humility 
when professing public sociology—becom-
ing a masterful teacher is virtue enough:

“I am delighted when [students] tell 
me that a lecture helped them see how 
patterned social relations shape what they 
can become in this particular historical 
context. On such occasions I know that I 
have taught them something about limits 
and potential—their own and that of their 
society. Teaching intro thus allows me to 
discharge the public responsibility that, 
according to Burawoy and others, should 
be part of every sociologist’s repertoire.”

Monte Bute, Metropolitan State University 
in Minneapolis-St. Paul, is active with his 
statewide faculty union and frequently 
writes op-ed essays for daily newspapers.

Sociology and Public Policy 

Why should sociologists care about 
public policy? Too often public policy is 
understood as an overly technical and 
even technocratic field of inquiry that is 
distinct from, and even less valuable than, 
an inquiry into broad theoretical issues or 
empirical shifts. I seek to debunk the myth 
that good sociology and public policy 
should remain separated. Sociologists are 
in a good position to provide useful policy 
advice at a time when the United States is 
wrestling with an economic crisis that has 
dire social consequences.  

There are six general reasons why 
sociologists should take public policy seri-
ously. First, from a historical standpoint, 
key founders of our discipline had clear 
policy objectives, and they played a central 
role in the policy debates of their time. For 
example, Émile Durkheim wrote extensively 
about education reform under France’s 
Third Republic. More recently, prominent 
sociologists like Frances Fox Piven, Paul 
Starr, and William Julius Wilson have taken 
a stance in major policy debates about issues 
ranging from gender equality and race rela-
tions to tax and health care policy. 

Second, the expansion of state power 
since the 19th century means that, today, 
public policy is literally everywhere. From 
this perspective, it is impossible to study 
social processes without explicitly taking 
into account the changing role of the state 
and, more importantly, the reconfigura-
tions of the relationship between the state 
and other social institutions. The state is 
involved in all aspects of our lives, and 
public policy is an essential component 
of the “big picture” sociologists seek to 
understand. 

Third, there is a growing consensus 
within and beyond our discipline that glo-
balization has not strongly weakened the 
potential role of national states in society 
and policy development. Yet, the contem-
porary debate on globalization stresses 
the need to take into account the role 
of transnational actors and processes in 
policymaking. Our discipline is in a privi-
leged position to shape the contemporary 
debates on the intersection of national and 
transnational policy actors and processes. 
In the future, greater involvement of North 
American sociologists in international 
scholarly and policy forums could help to 

reshape future national and global policy 
agendas.  

Fourth, with the growing interest in 
“public sociology,” it is becoming easier to 
move the relationship between sociology 
and public policy beyond the technocratic 
model that dominated the post-war era. 
But while recognizing that our policy 
positions are related to power relations, 
sociologists do not necessarily have to 
embrace a purely partisan approach. This 
is because the best we have to offer is the 
unique perspective of our discipline and its 
capacity to inform policy debates alongside 
other disciplinary perspectives. 

Fifth, studying policy issues from a 
sociological perspective is fulfilling the 
promise of what C. Wright Mills called the 
“sociological imagination.” For him, socio-
logical imagination is about understanding 
the relationship between apparently private 
troubles like losing one’s job and public 
issues like unemployment—a collective 
problem. Because the social construc-
tion of public problems is a major aspect 
of both policy and sociological debates, 
sociology unavoidably deals with policy 
issues. From a historical standpoint, as 
Robert Nisbet suggests in The Sociological 
Tradition, sociology emerged partly as an 
alternative to (or, at least, as a corrective 
to the individualistic worldview associated 
with) modern economics. Today, among 
the social sciences, economics remains 
the dominant perspective in most policy 
debates. Meanwhile, in such debates, soci-
ologists are not as visible as they could be. 

Sixth, interdisciplinary policy research 
is both relevant and legitimate, as long as 
we understand that disciplinary traditions 
are here to stay, and that the perspectives 
they offer must complement one another 
in order to make citizens and policymakers 
more aware of the challenges and opportu-
nities they face. As a consequence of their 
participation in broad policy debates, soci-
ologists can become more relevant without 
necessarily losing their identity as scholars. 

Overall, by understanding the history 
of our discipline, the enduringly central 
role of the state in contemporary societies, 
and the potentially important contribu-
tion of the sociological perspective on 
major policy debates, we should no longer 
think of public policy as a purely technical 
and, therefore, inferior topic. In the end, 
through the analysis of policy issues related 
to the “big picture,” our discipline can 
achieve a crucial element of the “sociologi-
cal imagination.”

Daniel Béland, Canada Research Chair in 
Public Policy, University of Saskatchewan; 
www.danielbeland.org

Human Rights and Sociology

Sally Hillsman (Vantage Point, January 
2008 Footnotes) rightly commends the 
ASA’s expressions of interest in—and activ-
ities in support of—human rights in recent 
years, especially the 100th-anniversary 
statement and the founding of the Science 
and Human Rights Coalition through the 
AAAS.

However, I would urge that sociologists 
not focus on too narrow a subset of human 
rights but recognize their full breadth. 
Hillsman’s column briefly mentions social 
and economic rights but concentrates 
mainly on the right of free inquiry and 
scholarship. These are universal rights and 
the Association should promote them, 
but, let’s face it, they also correspond to 
our mutual self-interest as scholars and 
academics. The great majority of the 
world’s population have their human rights 

violated in ways that are far more grave.
The human rights tradition, enshrined 

in the Universal Declaration and the two 
principal human rights covenants—The 
International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights and the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social, and 
Cultural Rights—embraces a full range 
of economic and social rights to a decent 
standard of living; education; employment 
with living wages and safe working condi-
tions; freedom from discrimination on the 
basis of race, color, sex, religion, political 
opinion, and other proscribed criteria; par-
ticipation in cultural life; and many others.

It is important that these rights be part of 
the Association’s advocacy of human rights, 
especially because we as sociologists have 
special expertise on many of these human 
rights issues and can point to ways in which 
they are violated and policies to improve 
their fulfillment. Granted, the covenant 
on economic, social, and cultural rights 
explicitly recognizes that not all states have 
the material conditions to realize them fully. 
The shortfalls in virtually every country in 
the world should still be documented by 
research, and the conditions that allegedly 
impede their fulfillment should be con-
stantly evaluated and questioned.

As sociologists, we are also well aware 
of the strong tendency in human societ-
ies for people to affirm their particular 
needs and desires as universal principles. 
We should be concerned with the human 
rights that benefit all people in the world, 
not just those that happen to correspond to 
our class interest.

John L. Hammond, Hunter College and 
Graduate Center, CUNY

Are You an Advocate?

“Isn’t it true, Dr. Squires, that you are an 
advocate?”  

As an occasional expert for plaintiffs 
in fair housing lawsuits this is a question 
I almost always get during depositions. 
The implication, of course, is that as an 
advocate I am less knowledgeable, more 
biased, and less credible than the experi-
enced, informed, and, most importantly, 
objective representatives of the defendant. 
Consequently, judges and juries should 
dismiss any input I might provide. 

This is a widespread but rather peculiar 
framing of these issues when one consid-
ers that it is the defendant who in fact 
is the most biased and is the strongest 
advocate of their own self-interest in these 
proceedings.

Like many experts in such proceed-
ings, I am a college professor. My financial 
self-interest is served primarily through 
writing articles and books for refereed 
publications. The implied motivation for 
my testimony is unlikely, given that if my 
work is viewed as biased or the posturing 
of an advocate, I will be less likely to get 
my work published and any increase in my 
compensation from my university will be 
reduced as a result. 

So while it may be the case that all of 
us have our subjective perspectives on 
various matters, the academic occupation 
demands, more than most, that I at least 
strive for objectivity in my work. That 
is not the case for a defendant in a fair 
housing lawsuit. (Plaintiffs, of course, have 
a partisan interest but the work of their 
experts is of no value to them if it is viewed 
simply as advocacy.)

This question recently came up again 
when I was deposed as an expert for the 

See ASA Forum page 8
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Call for Papers
Publications
International Feminist Journal of 
Politics seeks manuscripts for a special 
issue on new directions in feminism and 
human rights. We invite manuscripts that 
capture the invocation of human rights 
strategies and discourses by feminist ad-
vocates, activists, and grassroots move-
ments for politically radical ends as well 
as manuscripts that offer new critiques 
and challenges of human rights practices 
in struggles for justice. We are especially 
interested in manuscripts that engage 
with both new and longstanding concep-
tions of human rights as individual, impe-
rial, and state-centric by foregrounding 
transnational feminist mobilizations of 
human rights. Deadline: August 1, 2009. 
For more information, visit <www.tandf.
co.uk/journals/titles/14616742.asp>.

The Journal of Inter-Religious Dialogue 
call for submissions on for “Engaging the 
Taboo: Gender, the Body, and Sexuality in 

our Religious Traditions.” Conceptual-
izing gender, sexuality, and the body has 
challenged theologians and religious 
leaders for millennia. The Journal of Inter-
Religious Dialogue hopes to broaden the 
scope of discourse on these topics, which 
all too often are left out of interreligious 
dialogue and work for the common 
good. Deadline: May 31, 2009. Contact: 
submissions@irdialogue.org. For more 
information, visit <www.irdialogue.org/
submissions>.

Social Action Fact Sheets 2010. The So-
cial Action Committee of the Sociologists 
for Women in Society (SWS) is issuing a 
call for proposals from persons interested 
in compiling Fact Sheets for the calendar 
year 2010 on the following topics: 
Women and Criminal Justice, Women and 
Nutrition, Gender and Medicalization, 
Oppression without Bigots, Women and 
Work in Hard Times, and an open cat-
egory. Fact sheets will be distributed to 
SWS members quarterly via the Network 
News in 2010 and will be made available 
on the SWS website. The purpose of fact 

sheets is to aid people in the trenches of 
our communities educating and working 
for social justice. Fact sheets are intended 
to be useful sources of information for 
teaching, social action, and other areas 
where succinct, accessible information 
is needed. Facts sheets be concise (2-4 
pages), readable, and manageable. 
Proposals are due June 1, 2009. Contact: 
Jodie M. Lawston at jlawston@csusm.edu.

Meetings
Association for Humanist Sociology 
2009 Annual Meeting, November 
12-15, 2009, Hampton Inn & Suites Con-
vention Center, New Orleans, LA. Theme: 
“Doing Change Work: The Many Paths to 
Peace, Equality, and Justice.” Proposals 
are invited for papers, special sessions, 
panels, workshops, or more creative for-
mats that reflect the conference theme 
or related humanist concerns. Deadline: 
June 15, 2009.  Contact: Greta Pennell, at 
gpennell@uindy.edu. For more informa-
tion, visit <www.humanistsociology.
org>.

Federal Committee on Statistical 
Methodology (FCSM) Research Confer-
ence, November 2-4, 2009, Washington 
Convention Center, Washington, DC. The 
conference will feature mostly contrib-
uted papers with formal discussion and 
software demonstrations on topics related 
to a variety of statistical research issues. 
Papers and demonstrations should address 
methodology, empirical studies, relevant 
issues, or needs for statistical research. 
Papers must be original and not previously 
published or disseminated. Submit the 
abstract online by April 10, 2009. Contact: 
Anna Holaus at (301) 763-2308; fcsm@
census.gov or Dawn E. Haines at (301) 763-
4881; dawn.e.haines@census.gov. For more 
information, visit <www.fcsm.gov/events>.

Meetings
April 29, 2009. Columbia Population 
Research Center Workshop on the Fragile 
Families Dataset, Population Association 
of America 2009 Annual Meeting, Detroit 
Marriott at the Renaissance Center. 

plaintiff in a discrimination case 
where an insurance company was 
accused of refusing to provide 
service to a community in part 
because of the ethnic composition 
of the residents of that community. 
Attorneys for the insurer asked me 
if I was an advocate. I acknowl-
edged that I am in favor of strong 
enforcement of fair housing rules 
and responded that I assumed this 
makes me no more of an advocate 
than anyone else in the room. 

I then pointed out that I was 
receiving an hourly fee for my 
work on this case that would not 
be affected at all by the outcome. 
On the other hand, I reminded my 
questioners that the insurer they 
represented had a major financial 
self-interest in the outcome and 
observed that, consequently, their 
client was the most subjective par-
ticipant in these proceedings and 
the one whose objectivity should in 
fact be in question. They were rep-
resenting the advocate. They then 
changed the line of questioning.

Litigation is an adversarial 
procedure. It is to be expected that 
defendants and plaintiffs in a lawsuit 
will strive to represent their inter-
ests. But the credibility of those who 
are incentivized primarily to pursue 
objective social science research and 
who favor effective enforcement 
of fair housing rules should not be 
discounted or discredited in favor of 
those whose financial self-interest 
is tied directly to the outcome of a 
particular case. 

Gregory D. Squires is a professor 
of sociology and public policy and 
public administration at George 
Washington University. 

ASA Forum
from page 7

There was lots of “snake oil” for 
solving our nation’s problems. 
Since 1995, during the peak of our 
nation’s needs for thoughtful science 
and technology policy, Congress 
has been starving for accessible, 
thoughtful, nonpartisan analyses to 
assess the potential long- and short-
range contributions to Americans’ 
social, economic and environmental 
well-being.

Congress has endured a 
13-year, self-imposed intelligence 
handicap as it attempted to allocate 
government resources without a 
central infrastructure to support 
well-researched policy options. A 
centralized, nonpartisan congres-
sional resource that builds on 
the OTA experience could help 
Congress keep a level head about 
science projects and issues as well 
as provide an appropriate balance 
to the White House’s OSTP. Debate 
about this is essential if science—
and especially social science—is 
going to have a place at the policy 
table and an “adult” conversation at 
that table. 

Vantage Point
from page 2
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Theme: “Using the Fragile Families and 
Child Wellbeing Study Data to Study 
Marriage and Family.” The workshop will 
provide an overview of the research de-
sign and key components of the data and 
then provide insights into using the data 
for studying union status and household 
structure, union history, relationship 
quality, and fertility. The target audience 
is young scholars from various social 
science disciplines, including advanced 
graduate students, postdoctoral fellows, 
junior faculty, and other researchers who 
are interested in using the Fragile Fami-
lies data for the analysis of marriage and 
family. Contact: cprc@columbia.edu. 

May 1, 2009. 6th Annual Graduate Student 
Ethnography Conference, Stony Brook 
University-Manhattan Campus. This one-
day conference will exhibit the research 
of graduate students using ethnographic 
methods, including field research and 
in-depth interviews. Contact: sbethnogra-
phyconference@gmail.com.

May 7-9, 2009. 3rd Annual Conference on 
Understanding Interventions that Broaden 
Participation in Research Careers, Bethes-
da North Marriott, MD. The conference 
is designed for behavioral/social science 
and education researchers, graduate stu-
dents, evaluators, and faculty in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathemat-
ics (STEM) fields who participate in or 
conduct research on intervention pro-
grams designed to increase the number 
of students in the STEM PhD pipeline. For 
more information, visit <www.under-
standinginterventions.org>.

June 5-6, 2009. Globalization and Euro-
pean Integration, University of Warwick, 
Coventry, United Kingdom. Theme: “The 
Nature of the Beast.” The conference aims 
to stimulate interdisciplinary exchange 
on the historical materialist frameworks 
used to investigate the relationship 
between global governance, regional 
integration, and the national state, 
with special reference to the European 
Union. Contact: Andreas Tsolakis at 
A.A.Tsolakis@warwick.ac.uk and Petros 
Nousios at P.Nousios@warwick.ac.uk. 

July 5-8, 2009. 15th International 
Symposium on Society and Resource Man-
agement (ISSRM), University of Natural 
Resources and Applied Life Sciences, 
Vienna, Austria. Theme: “Meet Old and 
New Worlds in Research, Planning and 
Management.” Contact:  +43 1 47 654 
7247; fax +43 1 47 654 7209; issrm09@
boku.ac., at <www.issrm09.info>.

July 17-19, 2009. Gender and Social 
Transformation: Global, Transnational 
and Local Realities and Perspectives, Bei-
jing, China. The goal of the conference 
is to provide an international forum 
in which to examine how women and 
gender relations are shaped by societal 
transformation economically, politically, 
socially, and culturally in the global, 
transnational, and local contexts and 
processes. Contact: Esther N. Chow at 
echow@american.edu. 

August 7, 2009. ASA Pre-Conference: 
Teachers Are Made, Not Born: A Work-
shop for New Sociology Instructors. The 
day-long conference will combine 
presentations, panels, and roundtable 
discussions on teaching and learning 
issues, all led by experts in the field. 
Contact: Idee Winfield at (843) 953-4899; 
winfieldi@cofc.edu; </www2.asanet.org/
sectionteach/>. 

August 7, 2009. The Carework Network 
Sixth International Carework Conference, 
San Francisco, CA. Theme: “Bridging 
Worlds of Care.” The Carework Network 
is sponsoring a one-day conference that 
brings together researchers, policymak-
ers, and advocates involved in various 
domains of carework. For more informa-
tion, visit <www.carework-network.org>.

November 11-14, 2009. American Evalu-
ation Association (AEA) Annual Conference, 
Rosen Shingle Creek Resort, Orlando, FL. 
Theme: “Context and Evaluation.” Con-
tact: Heidi Nye, (888) 232-2275 or (508) 
748.3326; info@eval.org; <www.eval.org/
eval2009>. 

Funding
The Anthony Marchionne Founda-
tion announces its 2009 small grants 
competition.  The foundation supports 
work on life-singlehood and pilot work 
on health-behavior connections. Projects 
of the latter type are expected to form 
the basis of a major grant proposal to 
a federal agency or large foundation. 
For more information, visit <www.wsu.
edu/~socpsych/anthony_marchionne_
foundation.htm>.

The Directorate for Social, Behav-
ioral, and Economic Sciences (SBE) 
and the Directorate for Geosciences 
(GEO) seek to increase collabora-
tion between the geosciences and 
the social and behavioral sciences by 
augmenting funding for interdisciplin-
ary research related to environment, 
society, and the economy. GEO and SBE 
will consider proposals that describe 
new research efforts relating to the 
integrated study of environment, 
society, and economics. Interdisciplin-
ary teams of researchers are strongly 
encouraged. Projects are expected to 
involve researchers in the geosciences 
and social and behavioral sciences, but 
they may also include other disciplines. 
Investigators are strongly encouraged 
to contact an SBE or GEO Program Offi-
cer to determine if their proposed ideas 
respond to this activity’s goals, discuss 
relevant topics of interest, and gain 
advice on how best to prepare a pro-
posal for this activity. Contacts: Robert 
O’Connor, SBE/SES, (703) 292-7263; ro-
connor@nsf.gov or Susan Weiler, GEO/
ATM, (703) 292-8520; cweiler@nsf.gov. 
For more information, visit <www.nsf.
gov/dir/index.jsp?org=sbe> or <www.
nsf.gov/dir/index.jsp?org=geo>.

The William T. Grant Foundation an-
nounces the release of the 2009-10 Wil-
liam T. Grant Scholars Program Brochure. 
The Scholars Program funds promising 
early-career researchers from diverse 
disciplines. It supports the professional 
development of early-career scholars 
who have demonstrated success in con-
ducting high-quality research and who 
are seeking to further develop their skills 
and research. The new brochure contains 
a description of the program, application 
guidelines, and a list of current William 
T. Grant Scholars. For more information, 
visit <www.wtgrantfoundation.org/
info-url5243/info-url_show.htm?doc_
id=646415>.

Competitions
Hacker-Mullins Graduate Student Pa-
per Award. The American Sociological 
Association section on Science, Knowl-
edge, and Technology invites submis-
sions for the Hacker-Mullins Graduate 
Student Paper Award. The award comes 
with a $250 prize. An eligible author 
must be a student at time of submis-
sion. Published and unpublished works 
are accepted. Submissions are due April 
15, 2009. For more information, visit 
<www2.asanet.org/sectionskat/section-
info/awards.html>.

Outstanding Graduate Student Paper 
Award for 2009. This award, from the 
American Sociological Association 
Race, Gender, and Class section,  is 
for the best paper in the field of race, 
gender, and class written by a gradu-
ate student. Eligible papers must be 
unpublished, sole-authored, and must 
have been written while the author 
was enrolled as a graduate student in 
2007, 2008, or 2009. Papers will be ac-
cepted from authors who are currently 
enrolled or who hold their terminal MA 
or PhD degree. Nominations may be 
submitted by the author or by others. 
To nominate a paper, send a letter of 
nomination not exceeding two pages 
that states why the paper makes a 
significant contribution to the field 
of race, gender, and class to Siobhan 
Brooks, Siobhan.Brooks@lawrence.edu. 
Deadline: April 15, 2009.

In the News
Alcohol and Drugs
Sarah Bowen, North Carolina State Uni-
versity, had her research on tequila farms 
in Mexico discussed on NPR’s The State of 
Things, on January 23 and highlighted in 
the Raleigh News & Observer on January 
29. Her study shows that while tequila’s 
surge in popularity over the past 15 years 
has been a boon for industry, it is trigger-
ing significant social and environmental 
problems in Mexico.

Jay Coakley, University of Colorado-Col-
orado Springs, was quoted in a February 
8 Chicago Tribune article about Michael 
Phelp’s marijuana use. 

George W. Dowdall, Saint Joseph’s 
University, participated in a question and 
answer column about his book, College 
Drinking: Reframing a Social Problem, in the 
February 26 edition of Inside Higher Ed. 

Harry Edwards, University of California-
Berkeley, was quoted about the scandal 
involving doping and Alex Rodriguez of 
the New York Yankees in a February 13 
USA Today article. 

Children and Youth
Glen Elder, University of North Carolina, 
was quoted in a February 18 Wall Street 
Journal article about the recession’s 
impact on children. Elder is author of 
Children of the Great Depression.

Carl Taylor, Michigan State University, 
and Lyn Lewis, University of Detroit-
Mercy, were quoted in a February 16 
Detroit News story about violence in 
youth culture. 

Collective Behavior/Social 
Movements
Alexander Barnard, Princeton University, 
was profiled in a February 20 Chronicle of 
Higher Education article about freeganism, 
an activist movement based the principle 
of minimal consumption of resources, or 
otherwise known as dumpster diving. 

Communication and 
Information Technologies
Richard Sullivan, Illinois State University, 
was a guest on Laura Ingraham’s syn-
dicated radio program on February 24. 
During the show, Sullivan expressed his 
ideas about teens and their attachment 
to cell phones and text messaging. 

Zeynep Tufekci, University of Maryland-
Baltimore County, discussed shifting 
perceptions of “public” and “private” due 
to the Internet in a February 24 Baltimore 
Sun article about Facebook.

Community and Urban 
Sociology
Herbert Gans, Columbia University, was 
profiled in a February 2009 Planning ar-

ticle about his seminal research and book 
on Levittown, NJ.

Thomas J. Sugrue, University of 
Pennsylvania, was quoted in a March 1 
Philadelphia Inquirer article about aban-
doned industrial age buildings in the 
Philadelphia area.  

Crime, Law, and Deviance
Barbara Brents, University of Nevada-
Las Vegas, was quoted in a February 15 
Las Vegas Review-Journal article about 
the city’s attempts to crack down on 
prostitution.

Karen Heimer, University of Iowa, had 
her research on the violent victimization 
of minorities detailed in a February 16 
HealthDay News article that appeared on 
the website for U.S. News & World Report. 

Jack Levin, Northeastern University, was 
quoted about the prevalence of serial 
killers in a February 25 Associated Press 
story about the hunt for a killer in Los An-
geles. The article was published by FOX 
News, The San Diego Union-Tribune, The 
Examiner, and other outlets. Levin was 
also quoted in a February 19 Newsweek 
online exclusive about seemingly ordi-
nary men who murder their families. 

Bill McCarthy, University of California-
Davis, was interviewed on Sacramento’s 
KSTE-AM on February 12 about his study 
that found that teens in love commit less 
crime. 

Michael Shively, Abt Associates, and 
Martin Monto, University of Oregon, 
were cited in a February 26 Los Angeles 
Times article for their research surround-
ing “john school,” an effort by Los Angeles 
law enforcement to stem prostitution in 
the city. 

Bert Useem, Purdue University, 
discussed prison system tensions in a 
February 7 Associated Press article about 
riots in Texas prisons. The article was 
published in media outlets throughout 
Texas and online on websites such as 
CBSNews.com. 

Ron Weitzer, George Washington Univer-
sity, discussed child prostitution in a 
February 14 Press-Enterprise article about 
an increase in crime in San Bernardino 
County, CA. 

Sociology of Culture

Julie Albright, University of Southern 
California, was quoted in a February 
24 Associated Press story about fall 
from grace of the mother of octuplets, 
Nadya Suleman. The article appeared 
nationwide in outlets such as USA Today, 
CBSNews.com, and Yahoo!News. 

Barry Glassner, University of Southern 
California, was quoted in a February 
13 Associated Press story about the 
impact of the peanut products recall on 
American families. The article received 

widespread coverage across the country. 
Glassner is author of The Gospel of Food: 
Everything You Think You Know About 
Food Is Wrong.  

Barbara Katz Rothman, Baruch College 
of the City University of New York, wrote 
an article for the February 20 Chronicle 
of Higher Education about needing to 
downsize her book collection before 
moving to a smaller place.

Paul Roof, Charleston Southern University, 
discussed the potential sociological rea-
sons for the renewed popularity of beards 
in a February 10 article on MSNBC.com. 

Scott Schaffer, Millersville University, 
was quoted in a February 24 article 
posted to the NPR website about why 
people like to make lists.  

Economic Sociology
Ed Collom, University of Southern Maine, 
was interviewed about his research on 
the local currency movement on National 
Public Radio’s  February 27 Marketplace 
program.  He was also quoted in a Febru-
ary 16 San Francisco Chronicle article on 
time banking and a February 28 NPR 
Marketplace program on the same topic. 

Patrick Fox, University of California-San 
Francisco, was cited for his work on a 
report about the cost to California for 
the care of its residents with Alzheimer’s 
disease in an article in the San Francisco 
Chronicle on February 26. 

Mauro F. Guillen, University of Pennsyl-
vania, was interviewed in March 2009, by 
BBC, National Public Radio, Bloomberg 
TV, BusinessWeek, and the International 
Herald Tribune on the topic of the eco-
nomic and financial crisis and how the 
United States can learn from the experi-
ences of other countries.

Brooke Harrington, Max Planck 
Institute, was quoted in the February 
19 Oregonian regarding the decline in 
participation in investment clubs.

Kevin Leicht, University of Iowa, was 
quoted about the decline of the middle 
class in a March 6 CQ Research article. 

Beverly Moran, Vanderbilt University, 
authored an opinion column in the Feb-
ruary 22 Tennessean about tax policy and 
revenue neutrality. 

Bruce Nissen, Florida International 
University, was quoted in a February 26 
Miami Herald article about mass layoffs in 
South Florida.

The Department Resources Group

D•R•G
Here to Help with Program Review, 

Assessment, and Curriculum Development

Now offering off-site consulting and a men-
tors program for new department chairs, 
directors of graduate studies programs, 

assessment coordinators, and others with key 
roles in the department.

Contact: ASA Academic and Professional 
Affairs Program (202) 383-9005 x323 or  

apap@asanet.org

ASA Research 
Briefs Available 
Online
Decreasing the Leak from the 
Sociology Pipeline: Social and 
Cultural Capital to Enhance  
the Post-baccalaureate 
Sociology Career 

This research brief explores how 
outside-the-classroom activi-
ties—particularly those that focus 
on job readiness—help lead BA 
sociology graduates to careers 
they perceive as closely related to 
their degree.  

What Is Happening in Your 
Department? A Comparison of 
Findings from the 2001 and 2007 
Department Surveys 

This is the first in a series of 
research briefs, which provide 
peer comparisons on structure, 
enrollment and degrees, faculty 
size, and use of assessment in 
sociology departments.

For free access to these 
research briefs and others, 
see the “Research and Stats” 
page at <www.asanet.org>.
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David Segal, University of Maryland, 
discussed the impact of the economy on 
military recruiting in a February 1 San An-
tonio Express-News article. He was a guest 
on NPR’s Marketplace program on Febru-
ary 20 to discuss the economic future for 
members of the military today. 

Stephen Sweet, Ithaca College, was 
quoted in a February 23 United Press 
International story about the financial 
risks of job loss for dual-income families. 
The article was published in a number of 
print and online media outlets. 

Steven P. Wallace, University of 
California-Los Angeles, had his research 
on the economy’s impact on older 
Californians detailed in a February 24 
Associated Press story that was published 
widely throughout the state. The study 
found that the incomes of more than 
half of Californian seniors who live alone 
are too low to cover basic necessities. 
Wallace also discussed the impact of the 
economy on immigrant households in a 
February 12 Los Angeles Times article. 

Christine B. Whelan, University of Iowa, 
was quoted in a February 13 ABC News 
article about the economy’s impact on 
online dating services. Whelan is author 
of Marry Smart: The Intelligent Woman’s 
Guide to True Love.

Sociology of Education
James G. Ennis, Tufts University, was 
quoted in a February 10 Inside Higher Ed 
article about the debate surrounding the 
transfer value of AP credits. 

Christy Lleras, University of Illinois, 
was featured in the November 3 issue 
of BusinessWeek for her study on the 
importance of social skills in predicting 
educational attainment and future earn-
ings. She was also quoted in USA Today 
(October 17), United Press International 
(October 23), and more recently in the 
Washington Post (February 1).

Barbara Schneider, Michigan State Univer-
sity, was quoted in a February 11 USA Today 
article about her report examining the 
psychological and social implications of col-
lege admission policies. The report was also 
covered by Inside Higher Ed on February 12. 

Environment and Technology
J. Elizabeth Jackson, University of Wash-
ington, was quoted about the deadly im-
pact of heat waves in an article about the 
effects of climate change in the February 
12 Seattle Post-Intelligencer. 

Sociology of Family
Paul Amato, Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity, was quoted in a February 24 USA 
Today article describing a campaign 
touting the benefits of getting mar-
ried.  Amato is an adviser to the National 
Healthy Marriage Resource Center, which 
is spearheading the campaign.

Suzanne Bianchi, University of Mary-
land, was cited in a February 27 MSNBC.
com story about working mothers. 
Bianchi was recognized for her research 
illustrating the changes in how married 
couples spend their time.

Sampson Lee Blair, University at Buffalo, 
was quoted in a February 14 Washington 
Post article about families outgrowing 
their homes. Blair discussed changing 
American fertility rates. 

Deborah Carr, Rutgers University, was 
quoted in a February 10 Palm Beach Post 
article about the book she co-authored 
about mother-daughter relationships: 
Making Up with Mom.

Jean Elson, University of New Hamp-
shire, offered tips for families whose adult 
children return to the nest in a February 
15 Boston Globe article about the increas-
ing trend due to the economy. 

Steven Martin, University of Maryland, 
provided context to the rising number 
of younger women having children in a 
February 4 Wall Street Journal article. 

Pamela Smock, University of Michigan, 
was quoted in a February 11 Detroit News 

article about a recent decrease in the 
time between couples getting engaged 
and getting married.

Sociology of Law
Brian Uzzi, Northwestern University, 
was quoted in two articles about the 
economy’s impact on law firms in The 
Examiner (Washington, DC) on February 
17. Uzzi predicted that firms would be 
less likely to take on pro bono work and 
that law firm pricing would shift. 

Medical Sociology
Sarah Burgard, University of Michigan, 
was cited for her research on job insecu-
rity and long-term health in a February 
20 U.S. News & World Report article. 

Nicholas Christakis, Harvard University, 
was cited for his recent British Medical 
Journal commentary about the growing 
hysteria over nut allergies in a February 
27 Time magazine article.

Iwalani Else, University of Hawaii, urged 
lawmakers not to tap tobacco settlement 
funds to cover state budget shortfalls in 
an article in the February 28 Honolulu 
Star Bulletin. She described the costs and 
health effects of tobacco for the state. 

Joan Kahn, University of Maryland, 
was quoted in a February 16 Milwaukee 
Journal-Sentinel article about the toll 
financial concerns can have on a person’s 
health. 

John Mirowski, University of Texas-Austin, 
was quoted in a February 5 LiveScience.
com article about the biology and sociol-
ogy of age and parenthood, linked to a 
study of killer whales. The article appeared 
on Yahoo! News and the website for U.S. 
News & World Report on February 5.

Sociology of Mental Health

Ronald Kessler, Harvard Medical School, 
was quoted in a February 2 Boston Globe 
article discussing the mental health of 
adolescents and young adults. 

Matt Wray, Temple University, was quot-
ed in a February 26 BusinessWeek.com 
article about the emotional toll of the 
recession. Wray was cited for his research 
on high rates of suicide in Las Vegas and 
in other parts of the Intermountain West. 

Organizations,  
Occupations & Work
Dalton Conley, New York University, 
wrote an opinion piece in the February 
15 Washington Post about the Lily Led-
better Fair Pay Act and women’s progress 
in the workforce and how it relates to the 
widening income gap.

Robert J. Hironimus-Wendt, Western 
Illinois University, was interviewed on 
February 2 by WUIS, a public radio station 
in Springfield, Illinois, about his study, titled 
“The Human Costs of Worker Displace-
ment” (Humanity & Society 2008). He also 
was the invited guest for a February 18 
call-in show, “Focus 580 with host David 
Inge,” on WILL-AM, a public radio station in 
Urbana-Champaign, Illinois. The discussion 
focused on the findings from his year-long 
study of displaced workers on unem-
ployment, and his recommendations for 
reframing unemployment policies.

Jerry Jacobs, University of Pennsyl-
vania, was quoted in a February 4 
Philadelphia Inquirer article about job 
loss and men. 

Charles S. Koeber and David W. Wright, 
both of Wichita State University, were 
cited in a January 31 New York Times 
story for their 2002 study of the effects of 
layoffs on men and women. 

Deborah Smith, University of Missouri-
Kansas City, was quoted in a February 6 
Kansas City Star column about corporate 
culture and layoffs. 

Peace, War, and Social Conflict
Brian Gran, Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity, was quoted in a February 14 New 
York Times article about a potential lift on 

the ban of media coverage of war dead 
returning to Dover Air Force Base. He 
has studied the so-called Dover Test, an 
intangible measure of how many coffins 
Americans can stomach seeing.

Meyer Kestnbaum, University of 
Maryland, was a guest on a February 26 
broadcast on WTOP-FM in Washington, 
DC. Kestnbaum discussed the implica-
tions of the Pentagon’s lift on the ban 
of media coverage surrounding coffins 
of war dead returning to the United 
States. 

David R. Segal, University of Mary-
land, was quoted in the Army Times on 
December 29 regarding a poll of the 
attitudes of military personnel toward 
the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy regard-
ing sexual orientation in the military. 
He was also quoted on December 31 in 
the Battle Creek Enquirer regarding the 
attitudes of military personnel toward 
Barack Obama.

Political Economy of the World 
System 
Margaret M. Chin, Hunter College and 
The Graduate Center, was quoted on 
Lunar New Year remittances to China in 
The Wall Street Journal on January 28.

Political Sociology 
Kevin B. Anderson, University of 
California-Santa Barbara, and Janet 
Afary, Purdue University, had their book, 
Foucault and the Iranian Revolution, 
discussed in the February 12 issue of the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung.

Benoit Challand, European University 
Institute, was the weekly guest for the 
January 22 interview on BBC (French 
Services). He analyzed the background of 
the Israeli campaign in the Gaza Strip in 
the beginning of 2009.

Sociology of Population
Andrew Beveridge, Queens College, 
authored an article about New York and 
the fight surrounding the 2010 Census 
in the February edition of the Gotham 
Gazette. 

Race, Gender, and Class
Charles Gallagher, La Salle University, 
was quoted in a March 1 Associated 
Press article about the depiction of racial 
harmony in television ads. He called the 
ads a distortion of reality.

Peter Phillips, Sonoma State Univer-
sity, authored a controversial faculty 
report that was the subject of a Febru-
ary 25 article in Inside Higher Ed. The 
report asserts that the university has 
become the “whitest” public institution 
in California. 

Gwen Sharp, Nevada State College, was 
quoted in a February 25 column in The 
San Francisco Chronicle’s “Asian Pop” blog 
about the controversial “Stimulus Chimp” 
cartoon in The New York Post. Sharp is a 
contributor to the “Sociological Images” 
blog. 

Min Zhou, University of California-Los 
Angeles, was cited in a February 23 
Forbes.com article about race in America. 
Zhou noted that ethnic enclaves operate 
differently from ghettos. 

Racial and Ethnic Minorities
Milagros Pena, University of Florida, was 
quoted in a February 23 Florida Times-
Union article about the need for months 
that recognize the history of certain 
demographic groups.  

Sociology of Religion
Nancy T. Ammerman, Boston Univer-
sity, was quoted in an Associated Press 
story about a televangelist and his 
family problems. The article appeared in 
the San Francisco Chronicle (February 1), 
on MSNBC.com (January 31), in the Los 
Angeles Times (January 31), and other 
outlets nationwide. She was also quoted 
in a February 16 USA Today story about 
religious loyalty.

Cheryl Townsend Gilkes, Colby College, 
was quoted in a January 2 New York Times 
article about Watch Night, or Freedom’s 
Eve, one of the highest holy days within 
black churches. She was also quoted 
in a January 24 Washington Post about 
religious inclusion during the Obama 
administration.D. Michael Lindsay, Rice 
University, was quoted in an article about 
James Dobson’s resignation from Focus 
on the Family in a February 27 Associated 
Press story. The article was published 
widely across the country.

Christian Smith, University of Notre 
Dame, was quoted in a February 12 Chi-
cago Tribune article about church services 
designed with young people in mind.  

Rodney Stark, University of Washington, 
discussed the findings of a survey about 
gender and religion in a March 1 Live-
Science article that appeared on Yahoo! 
News. The survey showed that women 
were more likely to believe in God than 
men.

Phil Zuckerman, Pitzer College, authored 
an article in the January 30 edition of The 
Chronicle of Higher Education about reli-
gion and the health and success of nations 
around the world. The article was adapted 
from his book, Society Without God.

Sociology of Sex and Gender

Laurel Davis-Delano, Springfield Col-
lege, commented on the controversy 
surrounding Southwest Airlines’ newly 
unveiled “S.I. One,” a plane printed with 
the image of a Sports Illustrated swimsuit 
model. The article appeared in the 
February 25 San Diego Union-Tribune. 
Davis-Delano is author of Swimsuit Issue 
and Sport: Hegemonic Masculinity and 
Sports Illustrated.

Michael Kimmel, State University of New 
York-Stony Brook, was cited in the March 
2 issue of Newsweek about the history of 
masculinity in an article about men and 
unemployment. He was quoted in a Feb-
ruary 27 Houston Chronicle article about 
the recession and the role of men. 

Christine Whelan and Christie Boxer, 
both of the University of Iowa, were cited 
in a February 6 Des Moines Register article 
about their research. Whelan and Boxer 
studied mate preferences and found 
that women’s financial prospects attract 
young men while a man’s desire for a 
family attracts young women. 

Sociology of Sexualities
Kathleen A. Bogle, La Salle University, 
was cited in a February 2 online special 
by The American Prospect about teens and 
cyber-safety. She was cited for her research 
finding that American teens are more con-
servative than their elders were at that age. 

Laura Miller, Rand Corporation, was 
quoted in a February 8 op-ed column in 
The New York Times about homosexuals 
in the military. 

Pepper Schwartz, University of Washing-
ton, was cited for her 1983 book, American 
Couples, in a February 19 San Francisco 
Examiner article about the decline in 
sexual activity between couples who have 
been together for a length of time. 

Teaching and Learning
Robert Brym, University of Toronto, au-
thored the column, “Why I Teach Intro,” in 
the February 24 edition of Inside Higher Ed. 

Tim Clydesdale, The College of New 
Jersey, authored an article about un-
derstanding the perspectives of today’s 
college students in the January 23 issue 
of The Chronicle Review.

Awards
Augsburg College Department of 
Sociology won the Departmental Award 
for Teaching Excellence from the Midwest 
Sociological Society. 

Jennifer Eichstedt, Humboldt State 
University, received the Outstanding 

Professor of the Year award from the uni-
versity. The award recognizes excellence 
in teaching. 

Linda Kalof, Michigan State University, 
received a 2008 Choice Outstanding 
Academic Title Award for A Cultural His-
tory of Animals.

Philip Kasinitz, John Mollenkopf, 
both of CUNY Graduate Center, Mary C. 
Waters, Harvard University, and Jennifer 
Holdaway, SSRC, won the 2009 Mirra Ko-
marovsky Book Award from the Eastern 
Sociological Society for their work Inherit-
ing the  City: The Children of Immigrants  
Come of Age.

Samuel Oliner, Humboldt State Univer-
sity, received the 2008 Humboldt County 
Peacemaker Prize. The award was given 
by the Eureka Interfaith Fellowship for 
Oliner’s substantial contributions in 
fostering peace in the California North 
Coast Region. 

Transitions
Stephen J. Morewitz, Stephen J. 
Morewitz, PhD, & Associates, has joined 
the Department of Nursing and Health 
Sciences at California State University-
East Bay.

People
Mary Frank Fox, Georgia Institute of 
Technology, is Co-principal Investigator 
of the world’s first international research 
summit for women in engineering, sup-
ported by the National Science Founda-
tion. The Women’s International Research 
Engineering Summit (WIRES) will bring 
50 women engineers from the United 
States and 50 from other countries to 
Barcelona in June 2009.

Cheryl Townsend Gilkes, Colby College, 
took part in a lecture series honoring the 
U.S. civil rights movement at Michigan 
State University on February 26. She 
spoke about the role of black women in 
generating social change.

Judith Lorber, CUNY-Graduate School, 
was honored by the Society for Women in 
Society with the creation of the Feminist 
Transformation of the Academy Award 
and naming it the Judith Lorber Award. 

Stephen J. Morewitz’s book, Death 
Threats: New Research and Clinical Per-
spectives, is on the Amazon.co.uk Books 
Bestsellers List: The Most Popular Items 
on Hate Crimes.

John M. Steiner, Holocaust survivor and 
scholar, was invited by the President of 
Germany’s Saarland Landtag, Hans Ley, 
to speak at the commemoration of the 
victims of National Socialism and the 
liberation of Auschwitz. This event took 
place on January 27, 2009, at the memo-
rial of Saarbrucken’s former Gestapo 
camp “Neue Bremm.” Steiner described 
his experiences in Nazi death camps and 
his interviews and research with former 
members of the SS. 

New Books
Joel Andreas, Johns Hopkins University, 
Rise of the Red Engineers: The Cultural 
Revolution and the Origins of China’s New 
Class (Stanford University Press, 2009).

Jerome P. Baggett, Jesuit School of 
Theology at Berkeley/GTU, Sense of the 
Faithful: How American Catholics Live Their 
Faith (Oxford University Press, 2009).  

Alessandro Bonanno and Douglas 
H. Constance, both of Houston State 
University, Stories of Globalization. Trans-
national Corporations, Resistance and 
the State (Pennsylvania State University 
Press, 2008).

Christine E. Bose, University at Albany-
SUNY, and Minjeong Kim, Eds., Global 
Gender Research: Transnational Perspec-
tives (Routledge, 2009).

Madeleine Cousineau, Mount Ida Col-
lege, Introducing Sociology: A Whole New 
World (Marquette Books, 2008). 
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Bonnie Thornton Dill and Ruth Enid 
Zambrana, Eds., Patricia Hill Collins, 
Forward, all of University of Maryland-
College Park, Emerging Intersections: Race, 
Class, and Gender in Theory, Policy, and 
Practice (Rutgers University Press, 2009).

George W. Dowdall, Saint Joseph’s 
University, College Drinking: Reframing a 
Social Problem (Praeger, 2009).

Evelyn Nakano Glenn, University of 
California-Berkeley, Ed., Shades of Differ-
ence: Why Skin Color Matters (Stanford 
University Press, 2009).

Stephen Halebsky, State University of 
New York-Cortland, Small Towns and Big 
Business: Challenging Wal-Mart Super-
stores (Lexington Books, 2009).

Sandra L. Hanson, Catholic University of 
America, Swimming Against the Tide: Afri-
can American Girls and Science Education 
(Temple University Press, 2009).

J. David Knottnerus, Oklahoma State 
University, and Bernard Phillips, Ed., 
Bureaucratic Culture and Escalating World 
Problems: Advancing the Sociological 
Imagination (Paradigm, 2009). 

Louis Kriesberg, Syracuse University, 
and Bruce W. Dayton, Eds., Conflict Trans-
formation and Peacebuilding: Moving from 
Violence to Sustainable Peace (Routledge, 
2009).

Beverly Lindsay, Pennsylvania State 
University, Ralph Johnson Bunche: Public 
Intellectual and Nobel Peace Laureate 
(University of Illinois Press, 2008).

Michael A. Messner, University of South-
ern California, It’s All for the Kids: Gender, 
Families and Youth Sports (University of 
California Press, 2009).

David C. Ogden, and Joel Nathan 
Rosen, Moravian College, Eds., Recon-
structing Fame: Race, Sport, and Evolving 
Reputations. The Redemption of Yesterday’s 
Villains, and What It Means for Today’s 
Athletes. (University Press of Mississippi, 
2008).  

Joel Nathan Rosen, Moravian College, 
The Erosion of the American Sporting 
Ethos: Shifting Attitudes toward Competi-
tion (McFarland & Co., 2007).

Mark Sherry, University of Toledo, 
Disability and Diversity: A Sociological 
Perspective (Nova Science, 2008).

Other 
Organizations
The Prejudice Institute has approxi-
mately 20 years of newspaper, magazine, 
and journal clippings available free 
for researchers or library collections. 
The material is available in the follow-
ing fields: campus ethnoviolence, hate 
crimes, police abuse, and the news media 
and minorities. The recipients will be 
responsible for shipping. Contact: (410) 
366-9656; hjehrlich@aol.com; <www.
prejudiceinstitute.org>.  

New 
Publications
The International Journal of Learning 
and Media. MIT Press and the Monterey 
Institute for Technology and Educa-
tion announce the publication of the 
first issue of The International Journal 
of Learning and Media (IJLM). This new 
journal is devoted to examining the 
intersection of media and learning 
in multiple contexts. Volume 1, Issue 
1, edited by David Buckingham, Tara 
McPherson, and Katie Salen, is now 
available for free at <ijlm.net>. While 
IJLM retains the peer-review process of a 
traditional scholarly journal, its editorial 
vision and electronic-only format permit 
more topical and polemic writing, visual 
and multimedia presentations, and 
online dialogues. IJLM will allow the 
broad community interested in digital 
media and learning to share its insights 
using the tools of digital media. Sections 

of the journal range from shorter pieces 
on critical issues of a timely nature, and 
longer essays on keywords shaping the 
landscape of learning and media today, 
to traditional peer-reviewed scholarly 
articles. The IJLM website is currently in 
its beta stage and welcomes your com-
ments, questions, and thoughts on how 
to improve the site. For more informa-
tion, visit <ijlm.net>. 

New Programs
PhD in Sociology, University of South 
Florida. The PhD in sociology emphasiz-
es multi-disciplinary research, teaching, 
and scholarship related specifically to 
the study of Sustainable Communities 
in Global and Urban Environments. 
Designed to prepare students to engage 
in research and teaching that focuses 
on the post-industrial urban environ-
ment, the program requires a minimum 
of 60-credit hours beyond the MA and 
includes an interdisciplinary professional 
seminar, disciplinary core requirements, 
disciplinary electives, interdisciplinary 
electives, a capstone interdisciplinary 
seminar, and a dissertation. The program 
is currently accepting applications for 
fall 2009. Contact:  Donileen R. Loseke, 
at dloseke@cas.usf.edu; <sociology.usf.
edu/>.

Deaths 
Ethelyn C. Davis, Texas Women’s 
University, died at Presbyterian Hospital 
in Denton, TX, at the age of 93. She was 
recently profiled in a May/June 2006 
Footnotes article about her 70 years of 
membership with ASA. 

John Hope Franklin, who died March 
25 at the age of 94, was a historian who 
taught at a number of colleges and 
universities. He was a scholar of the 
American black experience, who assisted 
Thurgood Marshall’s legal team in Brown 
v. Board of Education, served in govern-
ment, and was awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom in 1995, to name a few 
accomplishments. 

Carla B. Howery, retired ASA Deputy 
Executive Officer and recipient of the 
2009 ASA Distinguished Contributions 
to Teaching Award, died on March 31, 
2009.

Bruce D. Johnson, National Develop-
ment and Research Institute, passed 
away on February 20 at the age of 65. He 
suffered from cardiac arrest.

Obituaries
Bruce L. Berg
1954-2009

Bruce L. Berg died suddenly on Feb-
ruary 20, 2009. At the time of his death, 
he was an active and highly productive 
member of the Criminal Justice faculty 
at California State University-Long Beach 
(CSULB). His funeral service on Febru-
ary 24 was attended by more than 400 
people, including current and former 
students, colleagues, and many that he 
mentored through the years.  

Bruce received his PhD from Syracuse 
University in 1983. His first faculty posi-
tion as Assistant Professor was at Florida 
State University, where he also served 
as Internship Director. In 1986, he took a 
position at University of Massachusetts-
Boston Harbor campus. Then from 1988 
to 1996, he moved up the academic 
ladder at Indiana University of Pennsylva-
nia, achieving tenure and full profes-
sor status. He served as chair of many 
doctoral dissertation committees and 
thus influenced generations of young 
scholars. In 1997, he moved to Southern 
California and took a faculty position 
at CSULB, where he remained until his 
death.

Many who met Bruce described him 
as “larger than life.” He was energetic, 
enthusiastic, passionate, and generous 
with his time. Perhaps his most memo-

rable trait was his sense of humor. His 
students adored him, and classes were 
often filled to capacity. As a professor, 
his style was academic, with a touch 
of stand-up comic. He would entertain 
his students in class, prodding them to 
learn while they were laughing. Bruce 
spent hours correcting student papers, 
agonizing over each word. He was 
motivated by the desire to do the right 
thing and was frequently an advocate 
for the underdog. He possessed a love 
for teaching and mentoring students, 
especially those in the graduate 
program. Bruce also served as a role 
model for junior faculty, guiding them 
toward research and publication. He was 
admired by faculty inside and outside of 
the Department of Criminal Justice. He 
was consumed with passing on “the gift” 
of mentoring.

Bruce was a highly productive 
scholar. At the time of his death, he 
had written and revised six texts, eight 
book chapters, and more than 40 re-
search articles. The success of his schol-
arship was demonstrated by multiple 
editions of his books. Most recently, he 
published the seventh edition of his 
highly regarded book, Qualitative Meth-
ods for the Social Sciences. Bruce was up 
at the crack of dawn each day, writing 
and teaching, and he devoted the late 
afternoon to his family and his beloved 
dog, Bebe. Until the time of his death, 
colleagues who were once his doctoral 
students would continue to commu-
nicate with him, soliciting advice on 
scholarship, academic pursuits, and 
inviting him to participate on myriad 
projects and publications. 

Bruce’s service to the university 
was also extensive. He served on many 
department, college, and university 
committees, and mentored first-gen-
eration college students as part of the 
“Partners for Success Program” at CSULB. 
He also held numerous positions during 
his tenure at CSULB including Interdis-
ciplinary Studies Director, Department 
Chair, and Graduate Advisor for both the 
on-campus and off-campus graduate 
programs. Bruce always contributed 
generously of his time at all levels of 
university service. 

Bruce was a dedicated friend, hus-
band, and father. He always found time 
for play, enjoying Disney and science 
fiction movies, and reading mystery 
novels. He traveled to Hawaii every 
year on vacation, fascinated by the 
beauty of the islands. Bruce could often 
be seen walking on the Long Beach 
campus, chatting with colleagues and 
wearing Hawaiian shirts. He had lost 
110 pounds the year before he died 
and moved into a beautiful new home 
he called his “castle.” As his son, Alex 
recently said, “he was at the top of his 
game, in the best shape of his life, and 
living the dream.” Bruce was extremely 
proud of his children: daughter Kate 
and son-in-law Jon, who are lawyers, 
and son, Alex, an accountant. On many 
days, Bruce enjoyed the true California 
experience, driving along the Pacific 
Coast Highway with the top down on 
his T-Bird convertible and his dog by 
his side.

As his wife and best friend for 34 
years, I can say that he was an extraordi-
nary man who will be missed greatly. 

Jill Berg

Patrick G. Feeney
1952-2008

Patrick G. Feeney, a professor of 
sociology at Montgomery College in 
Rockville, MD, died on December 3, 2008, 
at his home in Alexandria, VA. 

Patrick Feeney (known to his col-
leagues as Pat) was born in Washington, 
DC, and grew up in Burtonsville, MD. Upon 
high school graduation, he worked as an 
automobile mechanic until a customer 
backed over his ankle, which led him to 
consider other employment options. Pat 
began taking classes at Montgomery 
College and found his calling in a sociol-
ogy class. He received a scholarship to 

the University of California-Santa Barbara 
and headed west where he majored in 
sociology and began pursuing his lifelong 
interest in social justice and racial equality. 
Graduating with a BA with highest honors, 
Pat returned to the east, where he did 
graduate work at the University of North 
Carolina-Greensboro, completing a mas-
ter’s degree in sociology in 1982 and at 
Temple University in Philadelphia earning 
his PhD in 1991. Along the way he taught 
at Piedmont Technical College, Randolph 
Technical College, Guilford College, 
University of North Carolina-Greensboro, 
Temple University, Tougaloo College, St. 
Joseph’s University in Philadelphia, and 
Catholic University in Washington, DC. He 
became a tenured professor at Mount St. 
Mary’s College in Emmitsburg, MD, where 
he taught from 1992 until 2003. In the 
fall of 2003, Pat returned to Montgomery 
College, the start of his academic journey, 
and joined the full-time faculty in the 
department of sociology, snthropology 
and criminal justice. 

During his years as a graduate 
student and instructor of sociology, Pat 
Feeney wrote a number of papers that 
he presented at conferences. His papers 
reflected his academic passion and re-
lated to civil rights with a focus on voting 
rights, census undercounts, and appor-
tionment, social class, and ideology. 

During his five years at Mont-
gomery College, Patrick Feeney was a 
highly popular instructor who inspired 
and interested students through his 
interactions and teaching methods. 
He mentored students in sociological 
research activities, which culminated in 
presentations of Montgomery College 
students at two Southern Sociological 
Society Annual Meetings and in the 
development of demographic research 
of the Washington metropolitan area. 
This research appeared as the fold-out 
on “Social Class and Life Chances—A 
Ride on the Washington, DC Metro” in 
James Henslin’s Sociology, A Down to 
Earth Approach (9th edition). Feeney 
responded to the college-wide initiative 
on service learning with successful 
implementation in many of his courses 
and enhanced his discipline and his 
department by his involvement in the 
development and teaching of a new 
course on globalization issues. He also 
taught courses on the sociology of sport 
and social problems as well as intro-
ductory sociology classes. Outside the 
classroom, Patrick Feeney served as the 
secretary for the Montgomery College 
chapter of the American Association of 
University Professors. 

On a personal level, Pat was a 
man of many talents and interests. 
Athletically he was accomplished 
at basketball and golf, was a billiard 
enthusiast, shooting pool with his own 
custom-made pool cue, and bowled. He 
cherished the outdoors and competed 
yearly in the Seagull Century bike ride 
on the Eastern Shore. He loved music 
especially, Motown, and good blues gui-
tarists. He played guitar and had a little 
band of sociologists at Mount St. Mary’s 
talent shows that called themselves, 
“Exiles from Sweden.” Pat was an in-
volved father, serving as a coach for his 
daughter’s basketball and soccer teams. 
His concerns about social injustice led 
him to be actively involved in a number 
of political campaigns. He was a skilled 
auto mechanic and an avid motorcyclist. 
When he first came to Montgomery 
College he rode his motorcycle from 
his home in Alexandria, VA, most days. 
He was known for his sense of humor 
and his stories. He is missed by his col-
leagues and his students who recently 
honored him with letters written to his 
daughter. 

Pat Feeney is survived by his 
daughter, Emma Marie Feeney of Alex-
andria, VA,  his former wife, Kathleen 
Kelly of Alexandria, VA, and Cheryl 
Wagner, his good friend from Washing-
ton, DC.   

Charlotte Twombly, Montgomery College, 
Kathleen Kelly, and Emma Feeney, with 
thanks to Cheryl Wagner

Mohamed Dayee Turay
1950-2007

Dr. Mohamed Dayee Turay, who 
spent the past 17 years of his professional 
life at Savannah State University, passed 
away on November 15, 2007. He was as 
gifted and multi-faceted a scholar as the 
discipline has ever produced. Brilliant, 
creative, and particularly perceptive, 
Turay left a professional legacy in both 
his body of work as well as through his 
associations with students, colleagues, 
and other professional acquaintances. 
But to know him solely based on his pro-
fessional contribution is to know only a 
fraction of what Turay meant to those of 
us who knew and admired him deeply.

Born in Monrovia, Liberia, and raised 
in Freetown, Sierra Leone, where he was 
educated in the local colonial schools, 
Turay grew into sociology primarily as a 
result of the sorts of day-to-day interac-
tions that swirled about him during these 
challenging times. Conversant in several 
languages and dialects (though he once 
confided in me that he still translated 
everything he heard back into Mand-
ingo) and pushed by his highly educated 
elders, he developed a knack for sifting 
through the difficulties brought about 
by colonial life. At the same time, he ex-
ploited whatever opportunities he could 
find as he sought to better himself and 
his condition through higher education.

Turay earned a dual bachelor’s 
degree in 1978 in English and the social 
sciences at the University of Sierra Leone, 
which in those days was still affiliated 
with England’s University of Durham. Fol-
lowing graduation, he moved on to How-
ard University in Washington, DC, where 
he found that even the most educated 
American students still thought of West 
Africans as at least marginally primitive, 
a matter often exacerbated by roles such 
as that played by Ken Norton in the film 
Mandingo, for which he was often asked 
to comment and explain. Undeterred, 
he earned his master’s and his PhD in 
sociology at Howard before heading out 
for even greener pastures, which would 
include stops at Bethune-Cookman and 
Daytona Beach Community College 
before settling into his career at Savan-
nah State, where he was awarded tenure 
in 1997. During his professional career, 
he was also a Fulbright Scholar and won 
numerous awards, grants, and recogni-
tions too numerous to mention here.

Once in Savannah, Turay was able 
to put on display his primary talents in 
demography and research methods, 
though as coordinator of the program, 
he was often asked to teach different 
courses far removed from his comfort 
zone. It was also during this time that he 
was able to hone a budding interest in 
Asiatic life, most specifically Japanese tea 
ceremonies, a subject matter that brought 
him much of his professional acclaim as 
one of the West’s foremost authorities 
and heralded lecturers on this particular 
component of Asian studies.

A member of several professional 
and civic organizations and responsible 
for a boatload of on- and off-campus 
programs and commemorations, Turay 
gave freely of his time, even as he 
struggled through his many health is-
sues. Indeed, one of my most cherished 
images of him was watching him danc-
ing in full Mandingo garb with an entire 
room full of school children riveted by 
his many stories and explanations of his 
homeland the year before his passing.

Along with his many friends and 
colleagues who loved him, Dr. Turay 
is survived by a far-reaching network 
of family members highlighted by 
his three beautiful and accomplished 
daughters, Jameela, Fateema, and 
Khaleelah, all of whom display a similar 
passion for friends, family, and learning. 
They were both his joy and his inspira-
tion, and it is through them that we 
remember a man who could light up 
a room like few others, though he left 
us way before we were ready to say 
goodbye.

Joel Nathan Rosen, Moravian College



American Sociological Association
1430 K Street NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20005

NON-PROFIT ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
ALBANY, NY

PERMIT NO. 370

Volume 37 • Number 4 • April 2009

Fund for the Advancement of the  
Discipline
Application Deadline: June 15 & December 15
The American Sociological Association (ASA) invites submissions for the Fund for the 
Advancement of the Discipline (FAD) awards. FAD is supported by a grant from the 
National Science Foundation with matching monies from ASA. The goal of this award is 
to nurture the development of scientific knowledge by funding small, groundbreaking 
research initiatives that will advance the discipline. FAD awards provide scholars with 
“seed money” for innovative research that provides opportunities for substantive and 
methodological breakthroughs, broadens the dissemination of scientific knowledge, 
and provides leverage for acquisition of additional research funds.

Selection Criteria and Funding Requirements
Proposals are reviewed for scientific merit and the importance of the proposed 
research project or a conference for sociology as a discipline. Specific evaluation 
criteria include the following:
• Innovativeness and promise of the research idea;
• Originality and significance of research goals;
• The potential of the study as a building block in the development of future research;
• Appropriateness and significance of the research hypothesis;
• Feasibility and adequacy of project design;
• Plans for dissemination of results; and
• Appropriateness of requested budget.
Principal investigators (PI) and co-PI(s) must have a PhD or equivalent. Preference is 
given to applicants who have not previously received a FAD award. Awards shall not 
exceed $7,000. Payment can go directly to the PI and is not taxed. Checks will be sent 
to the PI’s institution, but PIs should be aware that no overhead can be charged. Award 
money may not be used for convention expenses, honoraria, or PI’s salary. Awardees 
must agree to meet the reporting requirements of the award and must be ASA 
members when they receive the award.

New! Online Application Process
Proposals may be submitted online at <asanet.org/cs/funding/FAD>. Applications 
must include title of project, name of lead author and additional author(s), 100-
200-word abstract, maximum of five (5) single spaced pages describing the project 
(excluding appendices), detailed budget and time schedule, statement of pending 
support, bibliography, and vitas for all authors.

Contact Information
For more information and to submit proposals, see the “Funding” page at <www.
asanet.org>. For questions prior to submitting proposals, contact project director 
Roberta Spalter-Roth, (202) 383-9005 x317, spalter-roth@asanet.org or Nicole Van 
Vooren, (202) 383-9005 x313, vanvooren@asanet.org. For examples of recent FAD 
awards see the May/June 2008 issue of Footnotes.

For Members Only . . .

Travel Discounts for  
ASA Members
Car Rental Discounts:
Members save up to 20% by using special ASA discount codes at 
the following companies:

Hertz 
www.hertz.com (ASA Discount Code:  453806) 
Toll-Free Reservation Number:  (800) 654-2210

Alamo 
www.alamo.com (ASA Discount Code:  AMSOCIO) 
Toll-Free Phone Number:  (800) 354-2322

National 
www.nationalcar.com (ASA Discount Code:  AMSOCIO) 
Toll-Free Phone Number:  (800) 227-7368

Hotel Discounts:
Save 15% on lodging at ChoiceHotels, including Comfort Inn and 
Suites, Clarion, EconoLodge, Quality Inn, Sleep Inn, and Rodeway. 
Visit the Choice Hotels website at www.choicehotels.com and 
enter ID #00803219.

Vacation Discounts:
Visit www.membersonvacation.com for great discounts 
on cruises, tour packages on international trips and airline 
reservations.  You may also call (800) 434-2235 and please note that 
you are a current ASA member when you make travel reservations.

For complete information on these and other ASA member 
benefits, visit www.asanet.org/benefits. 

Membership in ASA benefits you!

funding

save the date


