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          Instructor:  Ms. Rachael Chatterson 
          Office: SST 675 
          Office Hours:  Tuesday 12:00-1:00pm  
            and by appointment 

            Email: rchatter@uci.edu  
 

SOCIOLOGY 2: International Sociology 
UCI Summer Session II 2013 

Tuesday/Thursday 9:00-11:50am 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Everyday we find ourselves in an increasingly integrated and conflictual globalized world.  We see the outcome of 
globalization in the realms of cultural transmission, the economy, politics, technology, the environment, and religion, 
among others.  A world economy, a world polity, and a world culture are all undergoing rapid expansion.  However, the 
world we live in today is not FULLY global—there are many boundaries constructed, norms followed, and policies 
enacted that hinder the processes of globalization. 
 
This course will offer a thorough introduction to current arguments, research, and debate in the sociology of globalization.  
Looking at arguments from economic sociology, political sociology and cultural sociology, we will compare and contrast 
these perspectives with relevant arguments from economics, political science and anthropology.  This comparative 
approach allows for a more thorough understanding of the social world we live in today.  To simplify this approach, the 
course is broken up into three sections: economic, political and cultural globalization.   
 
We will look at global capitalism, issues of privatization and global economic crises.  We will also discuss the global 
spread of the nation-state structure, schooling, and science.  We will explore global cultural hybridity and global world 
culture pressures.  Throughout the course, we will examine specific examples like the maquiladoras in Mexico, the human 
rights and women’s movements, climate change, food consumption, and Evangelicalism, among other manifestations of 
globalization. 
 
READINGS 
The readings for the course can be found in 2 volumes listed below.  These volumes may be purchased at the Bookstore or 
you can find them on reserve in the library.  Additional articles and excerpts, as specified in the course schedule, will be 
posted on EEE.  You are responsible for completing all assigned readings PRIOR to the class for which they are assigned. 
 
TEXT: Steger, Manfred. 2013. Globalization: A Very Short Introduction. 3rd edition. Oxford. ISBN13: ISBN 
9780199662661 
 
READER: Lechner, Frank J. and John Boli. 2011. The Globalization Reader. 4th edition. Blackwell. ISBN-10: 
0470655631 ISBN-13: 978-0470655634 
 
POLICIES 
 
Attendance:  In order to succeed in this class, you must be able to attend regularly and keep up with the assigned readings 
on a daily basis.  Attendance will be taken randomly based on short written assignments turned in during lecture.  These 
assignments will only be used for attendance and to encourage learning of the material from that day. 
 
Assignment Policies: 
Responses and Quizzes:  Reading and film responses will not be accepted after the due date without official 
documentation of an emergency.  In-class reading quizzes are one-shot deals—they cannot be made up no matter what the 
excuse.  As described below, there is an option for missed responses. 
 
Missed Exams:  If you miss an exam you will get a zero.  Missed exams cannot be taken later, except in extraordinarily 
unusual circumstances.  I have occasionally made special arrangements, in advance, for students with particular needs… 
but, this is not always possible.  Don’t count on it.  DO NOT MAKE TRAVEL PLANS ON THE DATE OF THE 
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MIDTERM OR FINAL EXAM.  Official documentation is necessary for exam make-ups.  Official documentation 
examples are a police report, doctor’s note, hospital note, funeral program, etc. 
 
Cheating, Plagiarism, etc:  Academic violations such as cheating and plagiarism will be dealt with severely, based on the 
specifics of the case. Be sure to keep electronic copies (and backups) of all course work.  Students should refer to the 
college catalog section on academic integrity. 
 
 
University Policies: 
Students in this course must abide by all relevant university policies, ranging from issues of general behavior to academic 
issues such as plagiarism.  It is your responsibility to be aware of university policies.   
 
 
My Policies: 
Respect:  All participants in this course will strive to treat others – and their ideas – with respect.  The course material and 
class discussion will cover sensitive topics.  Disagreements may arise.  You must be aware of and show respect for other 
people’s feelings on such issues.  Conversely, if you find yourself offended by something, please try to raise the issue in a 
constructive manner – either in class, afterward, or even anonymously – so the situation can be addressed.  Often, 
conflicts are rooted in simple misunderstandings, but sometimes they reflect more serious issues that can only be resolved 
if things are brought to my attention.  Cell phones, pagers, and any other disruptive electronic devices must be turned 
off. 
 
Commitment to Learning:  There is no point in taking a course if you are not committed to learning.  That means doing 
the readings, showing up, and participating in class discussion and group activities.  I strive to make the class interesting, 
but make no mistake:  this is not entertainment.  We will struggle through ideas and readings that are difficult and may 
seem boring if you do not yet understand them.  It is your responsibility to be committed. 
 
Professionalism:  I expect you to conduct yourself professionally.  If you show up and do the work, you will most likely 
do well.  If you do not show up and fail to do the work, expect a bad grade.  Take responsibility for your actions.  (I really 
dislike it when students come to me and say “I haven’t been to class for 6 weeks (or, in this case, 2 weeks) and missed the 
exam.  But, I really need this course to graduate/keep my financial aid/get into law school/make my parents happy.  Can’t 
you give me a better grade?”  If those goals are really so important to you, then do the work!)   
 
Email:  I frequently send out information and communication through email.  It is vital that you both have access to check 
your email and also that you communicate through email as well.  Computer labs are available on campus for student use.  
The student is completely responsible for everything sent over email. 
 
WRITING SUPPORT 
Writing Support is available through the UCI Writing Center.  Please look at the center’s website at 
http://www.writing.uci.edu/writingcenter.html or call 949-824-6451 to make a tutorial appointment.   
 
DISABLED STUDENT SERVICES 
The program serves as a centralized source of information for students with disabilities and those who work with them.  
By providing support services, DSC assists students with disabilities in the enhancement of their academic, career and 
personal development.  They can be contacted at 949-824-7494 – voice 949-824-6272 – TDD or 
http://www.disability.uci.edu/.  Disabled students have the right to reasonable accommodations, equal access and self-
advocacy. 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Readings: 
The readings for the course can be found in 2 volumes listed below.  These volumes may be purchased at the Bookstore or 
you can find them on reserve in the library.  Additional articles and excerpts, as specified in the course schedule, will be 
posted on EEE.  You are responsible for completing all assigned readings PRIOR to the class for which they are assigned. 
 
TEXT: Steger, Manfred. 2013. Globalization: A Very Short Introduction. 3rd edition. Oxford. ISBN13: ISBN 
9780199662661 
 
READER: Lechner, Frank J. and John Boli. 2011. The Globalization Reader. 4th edition. Blackwell. ISBN-10: 
0470655631 ISBN-13: 978-0470655634 
 
Video Material: 
The course will be utilizing video material from various documentaries, including the PBS series “Commanding Heights: 
The Battle for the World Economy.”  When possible, I will provide links to videos on the course website for you to 
review in preparation for the exams.  However, procuring and watching all missed video material is solely the 
responsibility of the student. 
 
Assignments and Evaluation: 
Ø Attendance (5%): The attendance policy as described above will account for 5% of each student’s final grade. 

 Multinational Corporation Alternate Assignment (to account for attendance on August 13):  Please see the 
 handout posted on the course website for further details.  Due date is listed in the course schedule. 

Ø Exams:  Laptops are not allowed during quizzes or exams. 

 Midterm Exam (25%): There will be one closed-book midterm exam that will cover course material from lectures 
 and readings in the first part of the course.  The format will be a combination of multiple-choice and short answer.   

 Final Exam (35%):  There will be one closed-book final exam, focusing mainly on lecture and reading material 
 after the midterm, although some basics may be cumulative.  The format will be a combination of 
 multiple-choice and short answer.   

Ø Reading and Film Responses (20%):  There will be 5 Responses due throughout the quarter—4 Reading Responses 
and 1 Film Response.  Due dates are listed in the Course Schedule.  The Reading Response Assignment is detailed 
here (see below).  For the Film Response on the in-class film, Food, Inc., a handout will be given out in class with 
further details.  The purposes of these assignments are:  to encourage attendance, to make sure you are keeping up 
with the readings, and to develop critical thinking skills.  Each response is graded as a raw score out of 10 points.  All 
responses together account for 10% of the final grade. 

 Reading Responses: Choose 1 required reading from the day the reading response is due.  The TEXT by Manfred 
 Steger CANNOT be used for this assignment.  Complete the following: 1) Describe the author’s topic and why it 
 is sociologically important, 2) Describe the author’s argument along with any data he/she uses to support that 
 argument, and 3) Offer your opinion—whether criticizing or praising the reading, be sure to justify your ideas and 
 explain why your opinion is what you are stating. 

 Missed Response Option: 
 Film Critique:  In the case that you, for any reason, neglect to turn in a Response (either Reading or Film), you 
 have the option of completing one film review for one missed response.  Students may only use this option 
 ONCE, and thus can only make up for 1 missed Response (either Reading or Film).  If you choose to complete the 
 critique, choose ONE film from the list of films on page 6 of the syllabus and complete a film review following 
 the instructions detailed below the list of films on page 6.  Other films not on the  list need prior approval from the 
 instructor.  In answering the questions, please provide your own answers—I will know if you copied off the 
 internet or another student.  The optional critique may be turned in at any point during the quarter.  All optional 
 Film Critiques must be turned in by ___. 
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Ø In-class Reading Quizzes (15%):  There will be 2 in-class open-book reading quizzes throughout the semester.  Quiz 
dates are listed in the Course Schedule.  The first in-class Reading Quiz will cover reading material from the first 3 
class days.  The second in-class Reading Quiz will cover reading material from Week 3 Day 6 to Week 5 Day 9 (i.e. 
all readings since the midterm exam). Although the quizzes are open-book, the quiz will be timed at 15 minutes, so 
you will want to have a decent grasp on the readings prior to coming to class.  Laptops are not allowed during quizzes 
or exams—so if you need to have a copy of an electronic reading, you must bring a paper copy to class. 

 
FINAL GRADING WEIGHTS 
Attendance   5% 
Reading and Film Responses 20% 
Reading Quizzes  15% 
Midterm Exam   25% 
Final Exam   35% 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
Week/Date Theme Readings Assignments Due 
WEEK 1   
Day 1  
August 6 

Introduction to Course and 
Globalization 

§ TEXT Ch. 1-2 
§ READER Intro pp. 106-108; Chs. 13, 14, 

15, 18 

 

Week 1  
Day 2 
August 8 

Economic Globalization: 
States, Markets and 
Globalization 

§ TEXT Ch. 3 
§ Krugman 2008 Partying (NY Times) 
§ Hiltzik 2009 Privatizing UC Won’t Work 

(LA Times) 
§ Rodrik 2010 Capitalism 3.0 
§ Leonhardt 2008 Can’t Grasp Credit 

Crisis (NY Times) 
§ Friedman 2005 Untouchables 
§ Friedman 2005 Golden Straightjacket 

Reading Response  
 

Week 2 
Day 3 
August 13 

NO CLASS 
Economic Globalization: 
States, Markets and 
Corporations  
Midterm Review Sheet on 
Course Website 

§ READER Intro pp. 149-154; Chs. 19, 20, 
21, 24 

§ Krugman 2007 Trouble with Trade (NY 
Times) 
 

NO CLASS:  
-Keep up on Readings 
-Work on Alternate 
Assn on MNCs 
 

Week 2 
Day 4 
August 15 
 

Economic Globalization: 
Global Capitalism and 
Inequality; Exploitation or 
Opportunity? 

§ READER Intro pp. 47-50; Chs. 6, 22, 23, 
25, 27   

§ Dados/Connell 2012 The Global South 
§ Marber 2004 Globalization & Contents 
§ Pierce 2012 Feminists Work Never Done 

-In-Class Reading Quiz 
 

Week 3  
Day 5 
August 20 

Political Globalization: The 
Stateless World Polity and 
National Isomorphism 
MIDTERM REVIEW 

§ TEXT Ch. 4 
§ READER Intro pp. 216-218; Chs. 10, 28, 

31, 32 
(Reading on Final Exam, not Midterm) 

-Alternate Assn on 
MNCs DUE 

MIDTERM REVIEW 

Week 3 
Day 6 
August 22 

MIDTERM 
Political Globalization: Non-
State Actors and Human 
Rights 

§ READER Intro pp. 291-294; Chs. 39-41, 
43, 44 

§ Hagan 2011 Voices of Darfur Genocide 
§ Ratner 2008 Geneva Conventions 
§ Ron/Ramos/Rodgers 2006 West’s HR 

Focus 

Reading Response 
 
MIDTERM EXAM 

Week 4  
Day 7 
August 27 

Political Globalization: 
Domination or Cooperation? 

§ READER Chs. 9, 42 Reading Response 
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Week 4  
Day 8 
August 29 

Political Globalization: 
Environmental Degradation 
and Global Environmentalism 

§ TEXT Ch. 6 
§ READER Intro pp. 427-430; Chs. 58-62 
§ Klare 2009 Navigating Energy Transition 
§ McKibben 2009 Climate Change 

Reading Response 
FILM: Food, Inc. 

Week 5 
Day 9 
September 3 

Cultural Globalization: The 
Modern World Culture; 
Schools and Sciences 
Receive Final Review Sheet 

§ TEXT Ch. 5  
§ Frank/Meyer 2007 University Expansion  
§ Schofer 2004 Expansion of Science 
§ Neem et al. 2012 Education Assembly 

Line  

Film Response: Food, 
Inc.  
In-class Reading Quiz 

Week 5 
Day 10 
September 5 

Cultural Globalization: 
Heterogeneity and 
Homogeneity; Religion, 
Nationalisms and 
Fundamentalisms 
FINAL EXAM REVIEW 

§ READER Intro pp. 387-390; Chs. 5, 46, 
48, 50, 51-57 

§ Gettleman 2010 Evangelicals Uganda 
Anti-Gay (NY Times) 

§ Garces-Foley 2008 Catholic Evangelical 
Integration Efforts 

FINAL EXAM 
REVIEW 

Week 6 
Day 11 
September 10 

Final Exam § Catch up on Readings. 
§ Exam administered during regular class 

time: 9:00-11:50am 

FINAL EXAM 
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Film Critique 
Optional 
 
Films (in no particular order): 

Ø Life and Debt (2001 documentary; economic, Jamaica) 
Ø The Shape of Water (2006 documentary; economic, Senegal, Israel/Palestine, Brazil, India) 
Ø Deadly Embrace: Nicaragua, the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (1995 documentary; economic, 

Nicaragua) 
Ø Mardi Gras: Made in China (2005 documentary; outsourcing, China) 
Ø Traffic (2000 film; Mexico drug trafficking)  
Ø Syriana (2005 film; petroleum politics, global influence of oil industry)  
Ø Hotel Rwanda (2004 film; political, cultural, genocide) 
Ø Blood Diamond (2006 film; political, cultural, economic, Africa) 
Ø Monsoon Wedding (2001 film; cultural, marriage, India) 
Ø My Big Fat Greek Wedding (2002 film; cultural, marriage, Greece) 
Ø Slumdog Millionaire (2008 film; cultural, India) 
Ø An Inconvenient Truth (2006 documentary; political, environmental) 
Ø Apocalypse Now [or Apocalypse Now Redux] (1979 [2001] film; political, Africa) 
Ø Moloch Tropical (2009 film; political, human rights) 
Ø Moolaadé (2004 film; political, cultural, female circumcision) 
Ø The Sun Behind the Clouds: Tibet’s Struggle for Freedom (2010 documentary; political, cultural, Tibet, China) 
Ø Kundun (1997 film; political, cultural, Tibet, China, India) 
Ø ABC Africa (2002 documentary; economic, AIDS, Africa) 
Ø Avatar (2009 film; political, cultural, economic) 
Ø Taken (2008 film; economic, political, slave trade) 
Ø War/Dance (2006 documentary; political, cultural, Uganda) 
Ø The Joy Luck Club (1993 film; immigration, cultural, China, U.S.) 
Ø Beyond Borders (2003 film; political, human rights) 
Ø The Last King of Scotland (2006 film; political, Uganda) 
Ø The Cove (2009 documentary; environmental, political, Japan) 
Ø Mexico’s Drug War (2010 documentary; Mexico drug trafficking, US/Mexico border issues)  
Ø The Globalization Tapes (2003 participant-filmed documentary; economic, political, worker unions) 
Ø The Take (2004 documentary; economic, political, worker unions, Argentina) 
Ø War Witch [“Rebelle”] (2012 film; political, war, women, Congo) 
Ø The Lady (2011 film; political, women, Burma [Myanmar]) 

 
The following questions must all be addressed in order to receive full credit.  Critiques must be typed, double-spaced with 
Times New Roman 12-point font, 1” margins and your name and student ID at the top of the first page.  Decent critiques 
will likely be anywhere from 2-3 pages. 
 
Questions: 
1. RELEVANCE OF THE MOVIE 

§ Relevance of the movie to the course’s subject in general 
§ Relevance of the movie to specific area(s) or topic(s) of the course 

2. SYNOPSIS OF THE MOVIE 
§ Story and Plot of the movie 
§ Time frame of the story/historical setting 
§ Main or pertinent characters in the movie 

3. SPECIFIC ASSESSMENT OF THE MOVIE/STORY 
§ Which issues emerged as the strongest…as the weakest? 
§ What specific sociological analysis or concepts from lecture can be applied? 

4. CONCLUSION 
§ What did you learn…and/or…how did it enhance your understanding? 
§ What is your recommendation about the movie? 
§ What would you suggest people keep in mind while viewing it? 


