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The ASA Meetings in August (Denver) 

 
 The section is now set up for the upcoming 
ASA meetings in August. The section has two 
paper sessions, the second session being 
gratis for our “section day” being on the last 
day of the meetings. New year, we will be on 
the first day of the meetings—perhaps 
something to keep in mind when planning for 
New York.  Most section memberships across 
ASA are generally down (slightly), but for a 
small section like Evolution, Biology, and 
Society, even a small decline is worrisome. We 
need to recruit new members in order to get 
our numbers up for the count that will come 
after the ASA meetings. Since students pay 
highly discounted membership fees, they are 
perhaps our best source of new members. One 
option is to offer to pay for the section 
membership among those students who are 
already members of ASA. 
 At the meetings, the section will hold a joint 
reception, probably on the night before our 
section day. Two other sections will join us for 
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our reception; in this way, we will reduce costs 
and perhaps a bit more “moral density,” to use 
Durkheim’s words. The time for the business 
meeting has not been set at this point, but I 
opted to leave it open so that members who 
attend can raise issues that we might want to 
discuss collectively. Also, as specified in our 
bylaws, we need to take some nominations for 
section committees from the audience at the 
business meeting, and so if any of you are 
interested in participating in the administration 
of the section, ask someone to put your name 
forward at the business meeting.  
 The organizers of the section’s two 
sessions—Richard Machalek and Timothy 
Crippen—have done a fine job assembling 
papers that look very interesting to me. Below, 
participants and their papers are summarized 
for each of the two sessions scheduled to go 
on the last day of the meetings.  
 
1. Varieties of Theoretical Approaches in 
Evolutionary Sociology 

 

 Organizer and Presider:  Richard 
Machalek, University of Wyoming 

 Presenters: 
Michael Hammond—University of Toronto 
“Back to the Future:  The Partial Reversal in 
Social Evolution Theories” 
Alex J. Kevern,—Northwestern University 
“The Micro and Macro Evolutionary 
Consequences of Differential  Fertility for 
Cultural Variants”   
Scott J. Lewis--Penn State University 
 “An Equilibrium Model of Solidarity and 
Frequency Dependent Free Riders” 
Alexandra Maryanski—University of California, 
Riverside  
“The Roots of  Human Neuroanatomy:  An 
Evolutionary Story” 
 
2. Varieties of Empirical Approaches in 
Evolutionary Sociology 

 

 Organizer and Presider: Timothy 
Crippen, University of Mary Washington  

 Presenters: 
K. Jill Kiecolt-- Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
and State University  and Virginia 
Commonwealth University, Steven H. Aggen-- 

Virginia Commonwealth University, and 
Kenneth S. Kendler--Virginia Commonwealth 
University 
“Genetic and Environmental Influences on the 
Relationship between Mastery and Alcohol 
Dependence”  
Rosemary L. Hopcroft--University of North 
Carolina at Charlotte,and David Martin-- 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
 “The Trivers-Willard Hypothesis Revisited”  

 

Discussant:  
François Nielsen, University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill 
 

Growing Interest in Evolutionary Issues in 

the Social Sciences 

 
 Although the total membership of the 
section may eventually become a problem, the 
vitality of evolutionary thinking in sociology 
and, indeed, in the social science more 
generally is very high. As I am sure that many 
of you have noticed, inquiries from students 
and faculty all over the world have increased.  
Not a week goes buy without someone asking 
for more information about evolutionary 
analysis. And, in my department alone, the 
core seminar in evolutionary sociology is 
relatively large—indicating an interest by future 
sociologists. I encourage students who want to 
specialize in evolutionary sociology that they 
must also have “a day job” in sociology 
because there are still biases against bringing 
biology into sociology; and thus, students need 
to have expertise in more mainstream 
specialties when they go on the job market. 
Hopefully, this need to downplay evolutionary 
expertise, especially about the biology of 
human behavior, interaction and social 
organization, but such is the reality today.   
 As one sign of potential interests, Richard 
Machalek, Alexandra Maryanski, and I have 
agreed to edit a Handbook of Evolutionary 
Thinking in the social sciences—title not quite 
finalized (about 600 pages or so of original 
essays)—to eventually be published by 
Paradigm Press. Such a volume will, I think, 
have wide appeal because of the growing 
interest in evolutionary analysis in most of the 
social sciences.  
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 As you will see below, David Frank’s 
authored book on Neurosociology and his co-
edited (with me) Handbook of Neurosociology. 
The fact that publishers are seeking such 
books indicates that there is growing interest in 
and, acceptance of, brining biology into 
sociology. As further evidence of interest in 
evolutionary thinking in sociology, Advances in 
Group Processes is devoting a special issue to 
bringing biological ideas into the analysis of the 
social psychology of group dynamics.  
 Thus, while the numbers in our section 
might indicate otherwise, sociology is 
becoming more receptive to evolutionary 
analysis. Over the last couple of years, I have 
learned of other associations and meetings of 
social scientists and philosophers studying 
evolutionary questions, and in the future, our 
section might profit from forming informal 
alliances.  Several hold what look like 
interesting meetings all over the world in very 
pleasant locations; Alexandra Maryanski and I 
are, for example, going to one this June in 
Denmark on Biological and Cultural Evolution 
and Their Interactions: Rethinking the 
Darwinian and Durkheimian Leagacy in the 
Context of the Study of Religion (long but 
interesting title for a meeting sponsored by the 
International Association for Cognitive Science 
of Religion). There is also another meeting of 
invited participants in Paris this summer on 
evolutionary issues.  And so, outside of 
sociology proper, much is going on; and we 
need to jump aboard this momentum.   

Section Awards 

 The student paper award goes to Man-

Kit Lei and Mary Bond Edmond, both of the 
University of Georgia, for their paper “The 
Effect of Concentrated Disadvantage, Social 
Ties, and Genetic Variation on the Antisocial 
Behavior of African American Women.” 
Congratulations to you both.  And thanks to the 
student paper award committee chaired by 
Christine Horne and filled out with Noah Mark 
and Christopher Chase-Dunn.  

 David Franks is the winner of the book 
award for Neurosociology: The Nexus between 
Neuroscience and Social Psychology. It is 
books like this that make a strong case for a 
more biologically informed sociology. David 
has been at the forefront of neurosociology, 

and thus he is most deserving of this award. 
The book award committee was composed of 
Joan Huber, Chair, Seth Abrutyn and Bob 
Mcaulay. Thanks to you all. 
 

The Future of Evolution, Biology, and 
Society 
 
 Let me end where I began: membership 
in the section. We need to build the 
membership. If we can secure fifty new 
members this year and then another 50 in 
each of the following years, we could be very 
secure as a section. Fifty new members is a 
very realistic target number, and again, I urge 
you all to recruit, especially graduate students 
who are, after all, our future.  
 Section membership problems aside, the 
fields covered by our section’s name are 
advancing, not only in sociology but also 
across the social sciences. Members should 
keep the editor of the newsletter informed of 
conference, articles, and books so that we can 
all become aware of what our members are 
doing. Interest in what we all do is growing, if 
publisher inquiries and willingness to publish 
books in our field is any indicator. And, I think 
that this interest will continue to grow, which 
means that biological and evolutionary 
theorizing and research will become ever-more 
central to sociology, especially as younger 
scholars come into the field. My generation of 
sociologists are too filled with fears about 
“reductionism” and “biological determinism,” 
but at least some in my age cohort have taken 
up the challenge that bringing biological 
thinking back into sociology poses. Younger 
scholars do not have my generation’s fears 
and prejudices; and so, the future look bright 
for the section and for evolutionary sociology 
more generally.  
 
Jonathan Turner 
University of California, Riverside 
USA 
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Book Review   

The Beginning of Infinity: 

Explanations that Transform the 

World  

by David Deutsch 

 (2011: Allen Lane Science) 
 

Rosemary L. Hopcroft 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

 
This wide ranging book is unified by the 

idea of the central role of explanation in 
creating all human knowledge. Deutsch argues 
that ever improving explanations have infinite 
reach, hence the title, the “beginning of 
infinity.”    

Deutsch argues that all our knowledge 
of the universe consists of explanations that 
work. Good explanations are explanations that 
are hard to vary in the sense that changing the 
details would ruin the explanation. If an 
explanation can easily explain anything in a 
given field, then it actually explains nothing.  
For most of the history of our species, we had 
almost no success in creating such good 
explanations. Most good explanations have 
been generated since the Enlightenment, 
which began a culture of the criticism and 
debate of existing ideas. 
 Empiricism suggests that we derive 
knowledge from sensory experience, but this is 
false. All observations are “theory laden” as 
Karl Popper put it. Deutsch relates the story of 
Karl Popper going into a classroom, and telling 
his students to observe. Their first question, of 
course, was observe what?   

Deutsch argues that the real source of 
theories is not observation but conjecture, and 
the real source of our knowledge is conjecture 
alternating with criticism.  The role of 
experiment and observation is to help us to 
choose between existing theories, not to be the 
source of new ones. He notes that when we 
make an error, it is an error in the explanation 
of something.  The growth of knowledge 
consists of correcting misconceptions in our 
theories. Can this creativity, the growth of 
knowledge, continue indefinitely? Deutsch 

argues that it can. He suggests that in the 
development of good explanations about the 
world, only two things are certain: 
1. Problems are inevitable 
2. Problems are soluble. 
 Detusch debunks what he calls the 
“Principle of Mediocrity” (the idea that people 
are really insignificant in the scheme of things). 
He argues that people are the most significant 
entities, because they are the only ones we 
know of who are capable of creating 
knowledge.  

Deutsch suggests that the only other 
process besides human creativity known to be 
capable of creating knowledge is biological 
evolution. The evolution of biological 
adaptations and the creation of human 
knowledge share deep similarities, but also 
some important differences.  Genes and ideas 
are both replicators. The main difference, 
human knowledge can be explanatory and 
have great reach, adaptations are never 
explanatory and rarely have much reach 
beyond the situations in which they evolved. 
 He also debunks what he calls the notion of 
“Spaceship Earth” (that the biosphere of earth 
is a life-support system for humans). People 
are not supported by their environments, they 
support themselves by creating knowledge that 
allows them to survive in their environments. 
He points out that people could not live in 
Oxfordshire (where Deutsch lives) without 
substantial knowledge.  
 Deutsch deals with the twin problems of 
explanation: reductionism  (science must 
always explain things by analyzing them into 
components) and holism (all significant 
explanations are of components in terms of 
wholes rather than vice versa).  He argues that 
there are different levels of emergence, and 
explanations at any level of emergence can be 
fundamental. He suggests that there is no 
inconsistency in having multiple explanations 
of the same phenomenon at different levels of 
emergence. 
 Deutsch also deals with the idea of the 
separation of science and morality (p. 120). 
This is the idea that you can’t derive an ought 
from an is, therefore morality cannot be 
justified by reason.  Deutsch argues that you 
can’t derive an “ought” from an “is”, but you 
can’t derive a factual theory from an “is”, either. 
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That is not what sciences does. The growth of 
knowledge consists of finding good 
explanations. Further, facts can help challenge 
immoral doctrines. Advocates of highly 
immoral doctrines almost invariably believe 
associated factual falsehoods as well.  
 Deutsch notes that success at science 
entails commitments to all sorts of values. The 
individual scientist has to value truth, and good 
explanations, and be open to ideas and to 
change. He says we should not be surprised at 
these connections. The truth has structural 
unity as well as logical consistency. Since the 
universe is explicable, it must be that morally 
right values are connected in this way with true 
factual theories, and morally wrong values with 
false theories.  
 This also illustrated the emptiness of 
reductionism in philosophy. He notes that if I 
ask you for advice as to what objectives to 
pursue in life, it is no good telling me to do 
what the laws of physics mandate. I shall do 
that in any case.   

All knowledge growth is by incremental 
improvement, but in many fields there comes a 
point when one of the incremental 
improvements in a system of knowledge or 
technology causes a sudden increase in reach, 
making it a universal system in the relevant 
domain. He uses the benefits of the DNA code 
in biological evolution, and the introduction of 
Indian numbers and alphabets as examples of 
the benefits of the introduction of universal 
systems.  

The largest benefits of any universality, 
beyond whatever problem it is intended to 
solve, come from its being useful for further 
innovation. And innovation is unpredictable. So 
universal systems are usually introduced not 
for the purposes that they eventually come to 
be useful for. 
 Optimism is the theory that all failures- all 
evils- are due to insufficient knowledge. Truth 
exists in all fields, and progress towards it is 
made by seeking good explanations. Problems 
are inevitable, because our knowledge will 
always be infinitely far from complete. 
Problems are soluble, and each particular evil 
is a problem that can be solved. An optimistic 
civilization is open and not afraid to innovate, 
and is based on traditions of criticism.  

The communication of new ideas – even 
mundane ones like directions- depends on 
guess work on the part of both the recipient 
and the communicator, and is inherently 
fallible. If a theory is good a theory then it is 
exceedingly hard to vary while still remaining a 
viable explanation. So the learners, through 
criticism of their initial guess and with the help 
of their books, teachers, and colleagues, 
seeking a viable explanation will arrive at the 
same theory as the originator. That is how a 
good theory manages to be passed faithfully 
from generation to generation, despite no one 
caring about its faithfulness to the original 
version put forth by the first innovator. 

 In science, the main impact of bad 
philosophy has been through the idea of 
separating a scientific theory into 
(explanationless) predictions and (arbitrary) 
interpretation. This has helped to legitimize 
dehumanizing explanations of human thought 
and behavior. He particularly attacks 
correlational studies, such as between 
individual happiness and certain genetic traits, 
mostly because they do not involve causal 
explanations. 

There are many different topics 
explored in the book, including the theory of 
the quantum multiverse. There is also a 
chapter on beauty, on voting systems, and the 
evolution of creativity. 

There is also an interesting chapter 
relevant to section members arguing against 
treating cultural evolution as analogous to 
biological evolution, and modeling it 
accordingly. He notes that the idea that 
cultures evolve is at least as old as that of 
evolution. He says that such arguments by 
analogy are fallacies. Almost any analogy 
between any two things contains some grain of 
truth, but one cannot tell what that is until one 
has an independent explanation for what is 
analogous to what, and why. The main danger 
in the biosphere-culture analogy is that it 
encourages one to conceive of the human 
condition in a reductionist way that obliterates 
the high-level distinctions that are essential for 
understanding it – such as those between 
mindless and creative, determinism and 
choice, right and wrong.   

Although biological and cultural 
evolution are described by the same 
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underlying theory, the mechanisms of 
transmission, variation and selection are very 
different.  That makes the resulting ‘natural 
histories’ different too. There is no close 
cultural analogue of a species, or of an 
organism, or a cell, or of sexual or asexual 
reproduction. Genes and memes are about as 
different as can be at the level of mechanisms 
and of outcomes; they are similar only at the 
lowest level of explanation. 

I liked this book for it for its rationality, 
clarity and optimism. It propounds a philosophy 
of knowledge similar to that of Karl Popper’s, 
and like Popper, he stresses the role of 
criticism of ideas in the growth of knowledge.  

If I have any criticisms of the book, it is 
in part because of those very qualities of 
rationality and optimism, and Deutsch’s 
avoidance of the problems to the posed to the 
creation of knowledge created by humans 
themselves. I think the barriers to continued 
creative construction of ideas are not just 
mindless adherence to static rule structures 
(see Chapter 16). Certain types of rules help 
foster the kind of creative destruction of ideas 
and explanations that Deutsch has in mind.   

Deutsch speaks from physics, which 
has already progressed from pre-
enlightenment stages, through what Deutsch 
refers to as empiricism or instrumentalism, 
toward explanatory science. In my view 
sociology is at best in the second stage. Can 
we even get to the kind of explanations 
Deutsch talks about? In my view, we can do a 
lot better than we are doing. We can continue 
to focus on our emergent wholes – societies, 
groups, etc –but our explanations must mesh 
with the best explanations we have of the 
individuals who make up those wholes. We 
can have explanations at different levels of 
analysis, as Deutsch argues in Chapter 5, but 
they must be consistent! 

The book is long (nearly 500 pages), 
and has some mind boggling physics (see 
especially Chapter 11 on the multiverse). But it 
is a delight to read, entirely clear, and for me 
challenged many things I held to be true (for 
example, in chapter 5, on the lack of 
separation between morality and science). In 
other places he made some things I thought to 
be true very clear – for example, in chapter 15, 
the problems with modeling cultural evolution 

the same way biological evolution is modeled. I 
do not agree with all the chapters – in 
particular the chapter on beauty (Chapter 14) 
and his reasoning for the evolution of creativity 
(Chapter 16).  However, others will disagree, 
and I encourage you to read the book for 
yourself. 
 

 

******** 
 

 

Section Sessions at ASA 

Meetings, Denver 2012 
 

Reception: 
Joint Reception: Section on Rationality and 

Society; Section on Mathematical 

Sociology; Section on Sociology of 

Evolution, Biology and Society  

Time: Sun, Aug 19 - 6:30pm - 8:30pm  

   
Open Session 1: Varieties of Empirical 

Approaches in Evolutionary Sociology.  

Time: Mon, Aug 20 - 10:30am - 12:10pm 
Session Organizer: Timothy Crippen,  
 University of Mary Washington 
Presider: Timothy Crippen, University of Mary 
Washington 
 
Paper Presentations: 
“Genetic and Environmental Influences on the 
Relationship between Mastery and Alcohol 
Dependence.” K. Jill Kiecolt, Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University and 
Virginia Commonwealth University; Steven H. 
Aggen, Virginia Commonwealth University; and 
Kenneth S. Kendler, Virginia Commonwealth 
University. 
 
“The Trivers-Willard Hypothesis Revisited.” 
Rosemary L. Hopcroft, University of North 
Carolina at Charlotte; and David Martin, 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte. 
 
Discussant: François Nielsen, University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
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Open Session 2: Varieties of Theoretical 

Approaches in Evolutionary Sociology. 

Time: Mon, Aug 20 - 12:30pm - 2:10pm. 
Session Organizer: Richard S. Machalek, 
University of Wyoming.   
  
Presider:  Richard Machalek, University of 
Wyoming 
  
Presenters: 
  
Hammond, Michael—University of Toronto 
 “Back to the Future:  The Partial Reversal in 
Social Evolution Theories” 
  
Kevern, J. Alex—Northwestern University 
 “The Micro and Macro Evolutionary 
Consequences of Differential Fertility for 
Cultural Variants”  
  
Lewis, J. Scott—Penn State University 
 “An Equilibrium Model of Solidarity and 
Frequency Dependent Free Riders” 
  
Maryanski, Alexandra—University of California, 
Riverside 
 “The Roots of  Human Neuroanatomy:  An 
Evolutionary Story” 
 

  

Section on Evolution, Biology and 

Society Council and Business 

Meeting including Award Ceremony 

Scheduled Time: Mon, Aug 20 - 2:30pm - 

4:10pm  

 
Also of interest to  
section members: 

Sponsor:  

Biosociology/Biosocial Interaction  

Scheduled Time: Sat, Aug 18 - 10:30am - 

12:10pm 

Biosociology/Biosocial Interaction  
Session Organizer: Colter Mitchell (Princeton 
University)   
Presider: Colter Mitchell (Princeton University)   
 
Childhood Abuse and Metabolic Syndrome: 
Sleep Quality and Eating Behaviors as 
Mediators  

*Chioun Lee (State University of New Jersey-
Rutgers)  
 
Does Marriage Lower Biological Risk among 
Older Adults?  
*Michael Jason McFarland (University of 
Texas-Austin), Mark D. Hayward (University of 
Texas-Austin), Dustin C. Brown (University of 
Texas-Austin)  
 
Genetic Antecedents to Environmental 
Sensitivity: 5HTT, Smoking, and Alcohol 
Consumption  
*Jonathan K. Daw (University of Colorado-
Boulder), Michael J. Shanahan (University of 
North Carolina-Chapel Hill), Kathleen Mullan 
Harris (University of North Carolina), Andrew 
Smolen (University of Colorado), Jason D. 
Boardman (University of Colorado)  
 
Neighborhood Effects, Genetic Variations, and 
Adult Antisocial Behavior: A Biosocial 
Perspective  
*Man Kit Lei (The University of Georgia), Mary 
Bond Edmond (The University of Georgia)  
Discussant: Bridget Goosby (University of 
Nebraska- Lincoln)   

 

 

******** 

 

 

New Publications and News of 

Section Members 
 
 Blute, Marion. “It isn’t true, it isn’t new, we 
knew it all along.” Review of Maria 
Kronfelder’s, Darwinian Creativity and 
Memetics, Acumen, 2011. Forthcoming, 
Metascience. 
 
Gallagher, Timothy J. 2012. “G.H. Mead’s 
Understanding of the Nature of Speech in the 
Light of Contemporary Research.”  Journal for 
the Theory of Social Behavior, 42(1): 40-62. 
 
Hopcroft, Rosemary L. and Julie McLaughlin. 
2012. “Why is the Sex Gap in Depression 
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Wider in High Gender Equity Countries?” 
Social Science Research, 41, 3: 501–513. 
 
Lewis, J. Scott.: "Online Delivery as a Course 
Adjunct Promotes Learning and Student 
Success" by J.Scott Lewis and Marissa A. 
Harrison. Published in Teaching of Psychology 
January 2012, 39(1) 72-76. 
 
J. Scott Lewis also has a book review coming 
out in The General Psychologist in March. The 
book is "Barack Obama in Hawaii and 
Indonesia" by Dinesh Sharma. 
 
David Franks is writing a essay on 
neurosociology for the second edition of The 
International Encyclopedia for the Social and 
Behavioral Sciences. It will be published by 
Elsevier in 2015. 
He and Jeff Davis are writing a chapter titled: 
"Critique and Refinement of the 
Neurosociology of Mirror Neurons" for  a 
special volume on Biosociology and 
Neurosociology edited by Will Kalkhoff, Shane 
R. Thye and Edward J. Lawler. Publication 
date is planned around September 2012.His  
Handbook of Neurosociology edited with 
Jonathan Turner should be published by the 
Springer Press by July 2012. 
 
Horwitz, Allan V. and Jerome C. Wakefield. All 
We Have to Fear: Psychiatry's Transformation 
of Natural Anxieties into Mental Disorders. 
Oxford University Press, May 2012. 
This book uses an evolutionary perspective to 
define what natural anxiety is and how 
psychiatry has conflated natural and 
disordered anxiety conditions to produce an 
epidemic of anxiety disorders. It argues that it 
is a normal part of human nature to fear things 
that are not at all currently dangerous, however 
irrational and unreasonable such fears might 
be in current social circumstances, because it 
was completely rational to fear these things 
during our prehistoric past.  
 
Poston, Dudley (Texas A&M University) 
published the following articles and op-eds in 
2011: 
  
Amanda K. Baumle and Dudley L. Poston, Jr. 
2011. “The Economic Cost of Homosexuality: 

Multilevel Models.” Social Forces 89: 1005-
1032. 
  
Carol S. Walther, Dudley L. Poston, Jr., and 
Yuan Gu. 2011. “Ecological Analyses of Gay 
Male and Lesbian Partnering in the 
Metropolitan United States in 2000.” 
Population Research and Policy Review 
30:419-448. 
  
Poston, Jr., Wadha Saeed Khamis Alnuaimi, 
and Li Zhang. 2011. “The Social Demography 
of China’s Muslims.” Modern China Studies 18 
(1): 14-72. 
  
Dudley L. Poston, Jr. 2011. “Puerto Rico Gain 
as a State Could Be Loss for Texas: An 
Addition Would Lead to Subtraction.” Houston 
Chronicle (July 
3)http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/editorial
/outlook/7637224.html#ixzz1RMFiPHE8 
  
Dudley L. Poston, Jr. and Peter A. Morrison. 
2011. “Chinese Workers Could Replace 
Mexican Immigrants.”Houston Chronicle 
(August 13) 
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/editorial/o
utlook/7695428.html 
  
Dudley L. Poston, Jr. and Peter A. Morrison. 
2011. “Next Wave of Illegal Immigration Could 
Be from China.” San Jose Mercury News 
(August 19). 
  
Dudley L. Poston, Jr., Eugenia Conde, and 
Bethany DeSalvo. 2011. “China's Unbalanced 
Sex Ratio at Birth: Millions of Excess 
Bachelors and Societal Implications.” 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies 6:4, 
314-320 
  
Also, Poston’s current research on the sex 
ratio at birth (SRB) in China was the 
centerpiece for a recent op-ed piece written by 
Alexandra Harney and published on December 
19, 2011 in both the New York Times and the 
International Herald Tribune 
http://latitude.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/12/19/th
e-plight-of-chinas-favored-
sons/?scp=1&sq=a&m&st=cse 
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His SRB research was also highlighted in a 
Press release written by Tyjen Tsai and 
published in early 2012 by the Population 
Reference Bureau in Washington, DC. 
http://www.prb.org/Articles/2012/china-census-
excess-males.aspx 
 
 
 
 
 

******** 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Let me know someone is reading this! 

 

 

If you have any comments, complaints 

or suggestions, please email me at 

rlhopcro@uncc.edu 

 

 
Find the Complete Works of Charles Darwin 
on-line at   

http://darwin-online.org.uk/ 

 
  

 
Neurosociology: the nexus between 
neuroscience and social psychology 

 
(2012 Section Book Award Winner) 

 
David D. Franks 
Springer Press  

 
 
Recently, neuroscientists have presented 
new research which has a direct impact on 
many areas of social psychology. These 
include the evolution of the social brain and 
the human "self", the social nature of mind, 
socialization and language acquisition, role-
taking (theory of mind), consciousness, 
intersubjectivity, a balanced social 
constructionism, human agency and the 
necessity of emotion for rational decision 
making. This book integrates glossed-over 
areas of George Herbert Mead's social 
behaviorism with current neuroscience and 
demonstrates how current work on mirror 
neurons supports the basic tenets of the 
American pragmatists' focus on the priority 
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