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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
The Network on Life Course Health Dynamics and Disparities invites interested investigators to submit 
proposals that address women’s health for seven-month pilot research projects.   Projects must be 
completed by August 31st, 2015.   
 
Please share this announcement with researchers who might be interested.  
 
RESEARCH FOCUS 
The new NIA supported research network promotes research dedicated to understanding health 
dynamics and disparities in the United States.  This year, our focus is on women’s health and we are 
soliciting pilot projects in that area. 
 
Despite spending far more on health care and insurance, the U.S. is falling further behind comparably 
developed nations, and even some less developed ones, on major indicators of population health. The 
relative declining level of health of the U.S. population has been most clearly documented for mortality, 
but has also been observed for many indicators of morbidity and functional health limitations. Reasons 
for the declining level of U.S. population health relative to other countries are not well understood. Better 
understanding the relative and absolute deteriorating levels of health in portions of the U.S. population 
constitutes a critical first step in understanding and alleviating the increasing health disadvantage of 
America’s population relative to comparably wealthy nations.   
 
Trends in health among American women are clearly inferior to not only their peers in other countries but 
also to men and the more advantaged in this country. For example, since 1980, U.S. women have lost 1-
6 years of life expectancy relative to women in comparably wealthy nations, and 2-3 years of life 
expectancy relative to American males.   
 
Research is needed that aids in understanding the striking worsening of trends in U.S. women’s life 
expectancy, and the deterioration in morbidity and functional health that lead up to and cause death.  
Pilot grants will be awarded to individuals whose pilot research is likely to result in successful grant 
applications and important publications that address this issue. 
 
 
BUDGET 
Investigators may request total (direct + indirect) costs in the range of $10,000 to $15,000 per 
year for pilot projects.  Funds can be used for research assistance, salaries, travel, data 
acquisition, project-specific supplies, etc.    
 
TIMETABLE 

x Jan 19 - Proposal submitted – NIH format - 3 pages including Specific Aims, 
Significance, Innovation, and Research Design. Plus NIH detailed Budget page and 
justification, and NIH Biosketch – submitted in one PDF file. 

x Jan 26 - Notification of decisions; Request for Human subjects approvals  
x Start Date - After notification of approval from NIA and Submission of IRB 

approvals 
x Duration of Pilot Projects - Until August 31, 2015  

 



Expected Outcomes: (1) Project report presented at Network Meeting likely to be held in May 2015 
and participation in future Network activities; and (2) Written report upon completion of the project. 
Subsequent outcomes such as resulting proposals, research funding, and publications must be reported 
to Network.  All research resulting from the pilot work must credit NIA grant R24 AG045061. All 
publications must be submitted to Pubmed Central. 
 
Format of Proposals 
Cover page with title and investigator’s name and an abstract which clarifies the value of the 
research, NIH-biosketch for all key-personnel, a PHS 398 budget page and budget justification, 
plus 3 page proposal covering specific aims/hypotheses, significance, innovation, research 
design, and methods.  All proposals using human subjects will need institutional IRB approval 
before funding is awarded.   
 
Selection Criteria  
Proposals will be evaluated for (a) the quality of the proposed research; (b) relatedness of 
research to the Network topic for the year; (c) likelihood that proposed work will result in R01 
funding within 2 years; (d) likelihood the research will result in important publications with 
insights into population health; (e) credentials of investigators – young investigators are 
encouraged to apply.  
 
Submit proposals as a single PDF file by January 19 to Barbara Strane at 
bstrane@umich.edu 
 
For more information contact: 
James House, University of Michigan, jimhouse@umich.edu 
Eileen Crimmins, University of Southern California, crimmin@usc.edu 
Mark Hayward, University of Texas at Austin, mhayward@prc.utexas.edu 
Robert Hummer, University of Texas at Austin, rhummer@prc.utexas.edu 
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