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2014 ASA 
Annual Meeting 
Sets Attendance 
Records

Daniel Fowler,  
ASA Public Information Office

Sociologists flocked to San 
Francisco for the 2014 

American Sociological Association 
Annual Meeting, which had the 
highest attendance ever for a meet-
ing held outside of New York City 
and the third-highest attendance 
overall.

With a total attendance 5,950, 
the 109th Annual Meeting was just 
short of the record-breaking 6,184 
attendance of last year’s meeting in 
New York City and the 6,025 who 
attended the 2007 conference also in 
the Big Apple. 

“We could not have been more 
pleased with the turnout,” said 
ASA Executive Officer Sally T. 
Hillsman. “We believe that the 

Continued on Page 4

Kathryn Edin, Johns Hopkins University

To say she loves what she does 
would be an under-

statement. To claim that 
she’s hardworking doesn’t 
begin to capture the truth. 
One colleague, Timothy 
Smeeding, put it best: 
“Many people think I am 
hardworking, but I don’t 
hold a candle to Paula.” 
And as for getting it right, 
she’s as dedicated and as 
tenacious as they come. Perhaps her 
core quality, though, say colleagues, 
is her love of ideas. 

When assigned the task of writ-
ing this essay, I set out to collect 

data from former colleagues and 
students across the country. Fellow 
faculty, past and present, were eager 

to share particular “Paula 
moments.” One colleague 
recalls a long, grueling 
day during a MacArthur 
research network in Aspen. 
The group retired to the hot 
tub to relax and the conver-
sation wandered from one 
inconsequential topic to 
another until Paula joined. 

She was right back to the rich intel-
lectual discussion that the group 
had been having earlier in the day. 
Another time, she and a colleague 
had been so intent in their discus-

sion of what predicts unintended 
fertility that they walked out of the 
restaurant without paying. After 
the waitress chased them down 
the street and demanded payment, 
they realized that they were so lost 
in conversation they were walk-
ing the wrong way. Then there are 
Paula’s distinctive habits—subject 
to change every decade or so. In the 
80s and 90s, it was clogs and Diet 
Pepsi. When Paula left Arizona for 
Stanford, one colleague commented, 
“It sure will be hard to fill Paula’s 
clogs!”

Anyone who knows the subject of 
this essay well—knows she’s famous 

Continued on Page 8 

The Contexts Editors Bring 
Energy and Experience with 
Public Engagement

Douglas Hartmann, University of 
Minnesota

Extra! Extra! Read all about it! The 
new editors for Contexts, the ASA’s 

one-of-a-kind, accessible to a general 
audience publication, have been 
chosen. They are Philip N. Cohen of 
the University of Maryland and Syed 
Ali of Long Island University. Cohen 
and Ali will take their turn at helm 
beginning in 
January. They 
bring with them 
big ideas about 
sociology, tons 
of energy and 
experience with 
public engage-
ment, and their 
own distinctive 
(and sometimes 
irreverent) 
sensibilities.

About the New Editors
Philip Cohen is Professor of 

Sociology at the University of 
Maryland-College Park, where 
he received his PhD in 1999. He 
returned to his alma mater in 
2012 after stints at University of 
California-Irvine and the University 
of North Carolina-Chapel Hill. 

Continued on Page 6

Syed Ali and Philip Cohen

Profile of the 2015 ASA President

Paula England: No Sense of (Geographic) Direction but 
a Profound Sense of Academic Direction

Paula England
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great attendance was a combina-
tion of two key factors. First, 2014 
ASA President Annette Lareau 
and the Program Committee cre-
ated a fantastic program centered 
around the theme, ‘Hard Times: The 
Impact of Economic Inequality on 
Families and Individuals’. Second, 
San Francisco is a wonderful city 
with many cultural opportunities 
that our members and their families 
were able to enjoy.”

Program Details 
The theme, which Lareau 

addressed in her Presidential 
Address, brought attention to the 
many ways in which inequality 
reverberates throughout American 
society and the world.

“In recent decades, the United 
States has experienced dramatic 
increases in the growth of inequal-
ity,” Lareau said. “In addition, the 
Great Recession has an important 
lingering influence on the life 
chances of young adults. Since 
younger sociologists, as well as more 
senior scholars, have important 
insights on these issues, I wanted to 
spotlight them.”

The conference featured 600 
sessions and 3,772 papers on such 
subjects as family, education, sex, 
health, religion, work, same-sex 
marriage, immigration, bullying, 
race, social media, crime, relation-
ships, gender, technology, socio-
economics, children, disability, 
neighborhood life, substance abuse, 
and climate change. By comparison, 
the 2013 meeting featured 578 ses-
sions and 3,738 papers. 

Among three of the meet-

ing’s most highly anticipated 
sessions, two featured speakers 
were from outside of academia. 
Facebook Chief Operating Officer 
Sheryl Sandberg, author of Lean 
In: Women, Work, and the Will 
to Lead, headlined a thematic 
session titled “Lean In.” Famed 
journalist and best-selling author 
Malcolm Gladwell delivered the 
keynote address in a plenary session 
titled “An Evening with Malcolm 
Gladwell.” Gladwell is the author 
of numerous books, including The 
Tipping Point, Blink, and Outliers. 
Former U.S. Labor Secretary Robert 
B. Reich, the Chancellor’s Professor 
of Public Policy at the University 
of California-Berkeley, headlined a 
Saturday plenary, titled “The Impact 
of Inequality.” 

“It was a great opportunity for 
our members to hear from these 
supremely accomplished people 
who have generated such interest-
ing dialogue among the general 
public as well as among scholars and 
students,” Hillsman said. 

Technology
For the third year in a row, any 

individual with Internet access was 
able to watch a live webcast of the 
meeting’s five plenary sessions as 
well as the Awards Ceremony and 
Presidential Address. Live tran-
scripts accompanied the webcasts, 
which were (and still are) accessible 
on mobile devices, tablets, and 
computers. 

For the 2014 meeting, ASA 
encouraged the use of its web-
based mobile app, which featured 
the condensed meeting program, a 
chat function, an interactive floor 
plan, and recent program updates. 
On August 16, the first official day 

of the meet-
ing, the app 
received 652 
unique visitors, 
with 2695 ses-
sions favorited 
by app users. 

In addition, 
ASA once 
again offered 
free WiFi in 
all meeting 
rooms, which 
contributed to 
active discus-
sions on social 
media during 
the meet-
ing; live tweeting kept people (in 
attendance or not) apprised of the 
latest research, current debates, and 
high-profile speakers. According 
to Neal Caren, University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill, there were 
about 12,800 Tweets using the 
meeting hashtag, #ASA14. This is 
roughly 2,000 more than in 2013. 

Perhaps it shouldn’t be surpris-
ing that meeting attendees were so 
active on social media given the 
social media preconference work-
shops on August 15, sponsored by 
Just Publics @ 365, where attendees 
learned the ins and outs of social 
media including blogging, op-ed 
pitches, Twitter, and podcasts. 

Media Coverage
Sociologists were not the only 

ones who took an interest in 
the meeting. Thirteen journal-
ists—including reporters from 
LiveScience, Inside Higher Ed, 
and Pacific Standard as well as 
the host of “Against the Grain” on 
KPFA—attended the meeting. More 
impressive was the amount of media 
coverage that research presented at 
the meeting received. 

The Association and research 
presented at the ASA meeting were 
mentioned in hundreds of articles. 
According to Meltwater, a media 
coverage tracking service, the U.S. 
press mentioned the American 
Sociological Asociation in 1,233 
articles in the month of August. As 
part of that coverage, the U.S. press 
mentioned the ASA in 452 articles 
on August 19, the final day of the 
Annual Meeting. Not limited to the 
print media, the Annual Meeting 
generated both radio and television 
coverage as well. 

Princeton University’s Angelina 
Grigoryeva’s study, which found 
that daughters provide much greater 
elderly parent care than sons do, 
was particularly popular with the 
media. Research was covered in 
USA Today, the Washington Post, 
the Chicago Tribune, The Huffington 
Post, the Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel, the Detroit Free Press, 
National Journal, U.S. News and 
World Report, Scientific American, 
CBSNews.com, TIME.com, The 
Telegraph in England, and many 
others. 

“I was excited about the media 
attention that my study on the gen-
der division of elder care by adult 
children received,” Grigoryeva said. 
“To me, it means that my academic 
research could be of interest to a 
broad audience.”

Furman University’s Christin 
Munsch’s study also received signifi-
cant media coverage. She found that 
men are viewed more favorably than 
women when seeking work-life bal-
ance. Media outlets including NBC’s 
Today show, the Washington Post, 
the Chicago Tribune, New Republic, 
Al Jazeera America, Elle, the 
Huffington Post, Salon, CBSNews.
com, Yahoo!News, the Atlantic, The 
Guardian in England, and many 
others covered the research. 

“I was pleasantly surprised by 
the media coverage,” Munsch said. 
“I became a sociologist, not to 
speak solely to the academic com-
munity, but rather to understand 
social injustices and incite social 
change. The ASA press release gave 
me the opportunity to speak to a 
much broader audience about the 
mechanisms that perpetuate gen-
der inequality and concrete ways 

Annual Meeting
From Page 1

ASA President Annette Lareau.

The 2014 ASA Major Award Winners. Continued on Page 12
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The substantive program for the 
2016 Annual Meeting is now 

taking shape under the leadership 
of President-Elect Ruth Milkman 
and the 2016 Program Committee. 
The theme of “Rethinking Social 
Movements: Can Changing the 
Conversation Change the World?” 
invites participation across the 
discipline and provides many 
opportunities to bring together 
a variety of sociological work in 
diverse formats.

The spectrum of sessions on the 
Annual Meeting program reflects 
the ASA’s commitment to facilitate 
intellectual communication and the 
transmission of knowledge, informa-
tion, and skills relevant to the field of 
sociology and aligned social sciences.

Members are encouraged to 
submit session proposals for all 
components of the 2016 program 
where participation is by invita-
tion only. Proposals should include 
both the topic for a session and the 
names of individuals who could be 
invited to speak at the session. This 
process of submitting proposals is 
highly competitive. The Program 
Committee often has many more 
proposals than can be accepted, but 
it appreciates hearing ideas from 
members. We recommend submit-
ters confer with the members of the 
proposed session to ensure they are 
available and ask them to submit a 
tentative paper or “talk” title. 

Members who wish to volun-
teer to serve as organizers for 2016 
Regular Session topics, (i.e., open to 
paper submission process), should 
watch for an announcement in mid-
December 2014.

All ASA Annual Meetings are 
programs of the members, by the 
members, and for the members. 
But a meeting of its size and scope 
requires advance planning. Think 
ahead and propose session topics and 
organizers for 2016 now. With the 
collective input of ASA members, the 
2016 Annual Meeting program will 
achieve a high mark of excellence.

The six different types of 
invited sessions

Thematic Sessions examine the 
meeting theme. These sessions are 
broad in scope and endeavor to 

make the theme of the meeting come 
alive. Ideas for Thematic Sessions 
are due by November 13, 2014. 

Special Sessions focus on new 
areas of sociological work or other 
timely topics that may or may not 
relate to the theme. They gener-
ally address sociological issues, 
whether in research or its applica-
tion, of importance to the discipline 
or of broad interest. Proposals 
for sessions co-sponsored with 
sister sociological associations are 
usually accommodated under this 
component.

Regional Spotlight Sessions 
provide opportunities to look at 
issues pertinent to the host site for 
the Annual Meeting. With Seattle, 
Washington, as the site of the 2016 
Annual Meeting, there are many 
opportunities to develop interesting 
session topics with invited panelists, 
as well as ideas for local tours and 
site visits.

Author Meets Critic Sessions 
are designed to bring authors of 
recent books deemed to be impor-
tant contributions to the discipline 
together with discussants chosen to 
provide different viewpoints. Books 
published during 2012-2015 are 
eligible for nomination. Only ASA 
members may submit nominations; 
self-nominations are not accepted.

Workshops provide practical 
advice or instruction to sociologists 
at every professional level. The cat-
egories for workshops are: depart-
ment leadership and management; 
professional development; teaching; 
and policy and research. If you 
have tried a pedagogical approach 
that has been effective, developed 
insightful career advice, or have 
wisdom to share about using sociol-
ogy in applied and research settings, 
please volunteer to organize and 
lead a workshop. Workshops are 
open to all attendees; no fees are 
involved.

Courses are designed to keep 
sociologists abreast of recent 
scholarly trends and developments. 
These intensive sessions are led by 
expert instructors who are consid-
ered to be at the forefront of a given 
field. Course instructors are urged 
to prepare, teaching materials (e.g., 
handouts and reading lists), and to 

use the same teaching techniques 
they would use in advanced courses. 
If you have cutting-edge method-
ological or theoretical knowledge 
in an important area, or know a 
colleague who has such expertise, 
please submit a proposal for a course. 
Participants in courses register in 
advance and pay a small fee to cover 
cost of materials.

Guidelines for the Session 
Proposals

Thematic Sessions, Special 
Sessions, and Regional Spotlight 
Sessions Proposals must include:
• Designation of the session type: 

Thematic Session; Special Session; 
Regional Spotlight Session

• Working title for the session;
• Brief description of the substan-

tive focus;
• Rationale for inclusion of the topic 

on the 2016 program;
• Recommendation(s) for session 

organizer, including address, 
telephone, and email; and

• A list of potential participants 
including address, telephone, and 
email.
Author Meets Critics Session 

proposals must include:
• Name and affiliation of book 

author(s);
• Complete title of the book;
• Publication date and name of 

publisher;
• Brief statement about the book’s 

importance to the discipline of 
sociology;

• Rationale for inclusion on the 
2016 program; and

• Suggestions for critics and session 
organizer.
Workshop proposals must 

include:
• Working title for the session;
• Brief description of the focus, 

goals, and intended audience for 

2016 Annual Meeting Theme:
Rethinking Social Movements: Can Changing the Conversation 
Change the World?

The harsh social, economic, and political realities of the 21st century 
make efforts to link sociology to a social change agenda ever more 

compelling. Growing economic precarity, declining welfare provision, 
deunionization and deregulation, soaring inequality in income and 
wealth, ongoing environmental destruction, and the steady erosion of 
democratic institutions in many countries, have generated a variety 
of social movement responses in recent years. These span the politi-
cal spectrum, ranging from the Occupy Wall Street uprisings to the 
Tea Party in the United States, with parallel developments around the 
globe. Among the many progressive examples in the United States 
are low-wage worker organizing, protests against police brutality, and 
voter suppression, campaigns for racial justice and immigrant rights, 
the environmental justice movement, new waves of feminism, and 
campaigns for LGBTQ rights. Taken together, such stirrings of popular 
discontent suggest the potential for a broader challenge to market 
fundamentalism, like the counter-movements Karl Polanyi wrote about 
decades ago. But all too often these efforts have been exercises in the 
politics of possibility: they have been more successful on the discursive 
level—changing the conversation—than in winning structural trans-
formation. Occupy Wall Street, for example, galvanized public concern 
about growing inequality but failed to reverse its momentum. Can such 
movements muster the power to achieve lasting social change? 

Please join us in Seattle in August 2016 for sessions on the full range 
of sociological topics, and a program showcasing discussions of the 
challenges facing 21st century social movements. 
Ruth Milkman, President-Elect, American Sociological Association, and Chair of 
the 2016 Program Committee

Think Ahead to 2016! Invited Session Proposals Solicited for the 111th Annual Meeting
Deadlines are November 13, 2014 and February 5, 2015

Continued on Page 12
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