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Social Psychology 
Quarterly 
Welcomes New 
Co-Editors

Brian Powell, Indiana University

“Hardest working sociologist 
I know.” “Extraordinarily 

organized.” “Astonishingly prolific.” 
“Genuinely nurturing.” “Tireless.” 
“Must never sleep.” “Committed to 
sociology and social psychology and 
their future.” These are among the 
responses I received when I asked 
social psychologists from around the 
country to describe Richard Serpe 
and Jan Stets, the incoming co-edi-
tors of Social Psychology Quarterly 
(SPQ). With descriptors like these, 
it’s no wonder that their selection 
as co-editors has been greeted with 
enthusiasm in the sociological social 
psychology community.

Jan (Professor of Sociology at the 
University of California-Riverside) 
and Richard (Chair and Professor of 

Results of the 2014 Election

Continued on Page 9

Jessica K. Taft, Unveristy of California–
Santa Cruz and Hava R. Gordon, 

Unveristy of Denver

The San 
Francisco 

Bay Area has 
long been an 
important site 
of progressive 
and radical 
social move-
ment activity 
within the United States, including 
the founding of the Black Panther 
Party in Oakland, the American 
Indian occupation of Alcatraz, 
and the Center for Third World 
Organizing’s model for community-
based organizing. Furthermore, the 
Bay Area’s social movement history 

has been shaped by the enduring 
strength and legacy of student activ-

ism in the area. 
The Berkeley 
Free Speech 
Movement is 
often described 
as the beginning 
of the wave of 
college student 
activism that 
spread through-

out the United States in the 1960s. 
In fact, the first student strike for 
ethnic studies occurred in 1968 at 
San Francisco State University. 

Contemporary Bay Area youth 
activism is not only informed by 
this earlier history and broader con-
text of social movement vitality, but 

it also emerges directly out of a set 
of struggles that began in the 1990s. 
Youth of color in 1990s California 
were facing increased police 
repression and violence as well as 
pervasive media images that por-
trayed them as a dangerous threat. 
At this time astonishing numbers 
of ballot initiatives were intro-
duced that attempted to prevent 
undocumented immigrants from 
public services, outlaw affirmative 
action in the university system, end 
bilingual education, and increase 
the imprisonment and punishment 
of youth via major changes to the 
juvenile justice system. Many of 
today’s youth activist organizations 
emerged during the fights against 

Continued on Page 8

Looking Forward to the 2014 Annual Meeting

Youth Activism in the Bay Area

Continued on Page 4

Ruth Milkman, CUNY 
–Graduate Center, 

has been elected the 
107th President of the 
American Sociological 
Association (ASA) for 
2015-2016. Barbara 
J. Risman, University 
of Illinois–Chicago, 
has been elected Vice 
President for 2015-2016. 
Milkman and Risman 
will assume their respec-
tive offices in August 
2015, following a year 
of service as President-
Elect and Vice President-
Elect. Milkman will 
chair the 2016 Program 
Committee that will 
shape the ASA Annual 
Meeting program in 
Seattle, August 20-23, 
2016. As ASA President, 
Milkman will be a member of the 
ASA Council, which governs the 
association and its policies, and its 
chair in 2015-2016. She will also 

be a member of the 
ASA Committee on the 
Executive Office and 
Budget (2015-2017) 
and the 2016-2017 
Publications Committee.

Members also 
elected four new 
Council Members-at-
Large: Adia M. Harvey 
Wingfield (Georgia State 
University); Tanya Maria 
Golash-Boza (University 
of California–Merced); 
Margaret Hunter (Mills 
College); and Peter 
Kivisto (Augustana 
College). Also elected 
were, six members 
of the Committee on 
Nominations, four mem-
bers of the Committee 
on Committees and 
two members of the 

Committee on Publications.
In announcing the results of the 

election, Secretary Mary Romero 

Ruth Milkman

Barbara J. Risman
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The following is a version 
of a letter I recently sent 
to an Associate Dean for 
Undergraduate Studies 
at a research univer-
sity on why sociology 
departments should 
and often do teach the 
required statistics course. 

The Sociology Department at 
your university has invited me 

to comment on the reasons why 
sociology departments at both the 
undergraduate and graduate levels 
across the country almost always 
teach BA majors, as well as MA 
and PhD candidates, the required 
statistics courses for their degrees. I 
offer my observations about this as 
Executive Officer of the American 
Sociological Association (ASA), 
having conferred with colleagues 
including the three other PhD 
sociologists at ASA who have 
examined this issue from their 
various perspectives as Directors of 
Academic and Professional Affairs, 
Minority Affairs, and Research on 
the Discipline and Profession.

Sociologists teach statistics, not 
some special variant of statistics, 
but statistics. Sociologists are 
trained in statistics and many have 
extremely rigorous mathematical 
training. (The National Science 
Foundation [NSF] views statistics 
as a part of Mathematics, not as 
an independent discipline, a view 
with which I know many statisti-
cians disagree but that is important 
to understanding how the field is 
taught.) Sociologists, particularly 
those with rigorous mathematics 
backgrounds, also develop statisti-
cal methods. 

In the Beginning
While in the early post-WWII 

period, sociologists tended to 
borrow statistical methods (largely 
from the biomedical sciences), 
sociologists have since moved on 
to develop a number of statisti-
cal approaches that are now the 
cornerstone of the biomedical 
sciences and many other scientific 
disciplines, including, for example, 

multi-level modeling and network 
analysis. Sociologists, however, 
tend to teach statistics contextu-
ally; they do not teach a different 

statistics but a different 
context for statistics. 
Frequently statistics 
taught in a statistics 
department is heavily 

mathematical and abstract, with 
limited application and hypothesis 
testing; but even when application 
and hypothesis testing do occur, 
they often involve non-social sci-
ence examples or social science 
examples that are not meaningfully 
contextualized within a body of 
social science research.

This may or may not be the case 
at your university. But it is the case 
in many Research One universities 
and outstanding private colleges 
and universities, and it is a major 
reason why sociology departments 
across the country have tended 
to teach statistics courses for 
disciplinary degrees. (I am fairly 
sure this is also the case with other 
social science disciplines and for 
similar reasons.) It not a matter of 
good or bad statistical methods; it 
is about intellectual and pedagogi-
cal context. Sociology as a scientific 
discipline teaches us that context 
is extremely consequential in all 
aspects of social life and certainly 
in teaching and learning. In fact, 
one of our journals is Teaching 
Sociology, which is the major 
research journal on teaching and 
learning in sociology. I myself 
was taught doctoral-level statis-
tics in the Columbia Sociology 
Department by the sociologist Paul 
Lazarsfeld, a founder of modern 
applied statistics.

Obtaining Professional Jobs
Undergraduate sociology 

statistics classes, in contrast to 
most statistics classes taught in 
statistics or mathematics depart-
ments, are often heavily based in 
applied examples, social science 
data sets, and hypothesis testing. 
NSF-funded research on the BA 
and Beyond—a national panel 
study of sociology majors after 
graduation conducted by the ASA 

Department of Research—has 
shown that mastery of (and even 
reasonable familiarity with) applied 
statistics is highly predictive of stu-
dents obtaining more professional 
jobs related to their major after 
graduation. It appears that learning 
core statistics in the context of 
sociological theory, sociological 
methods, and substantive research 
findings about the social world is 
what makes students sufficiently 
confident of their mastery of these 
skills that they can present them to 
others as part of their marketable 
skillset.

It is empowering to students to 
fully grasp and to be able to explain 
the meaningfulness of statistics as 
they have understood them within 
an intellectual context—one that 
they have found stimulating and 
challenging. When taught statistics 
within their discipline, students 
feel comfortable that they can 
properly apply those statistical 
principles to problems they face 
in the workplace, read in the news 
media, or discuss at the dinner 
table. (Other data from that same 
NSF-funded research indicate that 
students select sociology as a major 
after their first introductory course 
in college because the concepts 
they learn—that are fundamental 
to our discipline—are experienced 
as exciting and illuminating, 
including the concept of sociology 
as a scientific discipline.)

Teaching Statistics
ASA has been deeply involved 

in bringing quantitative literacy to 
undergraduate sociology depart-
ments across the country for a 
number of years, first through a 
demonstration grant from the Ford 
Foundation that focused depart-
ments on developing curricular 
changes that explicitly included 
statistical techniques for data 
analysis into all sociology classes, 
not just statistics and methods 
courses. We also developed, imple-
mented, and evaluated a prototype 
Advanced Placement course that 
was designed to be quantitative, 
and we tested it in four urban 
(including central city) high 

schools spread across the country. 
It was highly successful in both 
engaging students in disciplinary 
concepts and improving quantita-
tive learning.

The reason I bring these ASA 
activities to your attention is 
that they are central to the issue 
of teaching statistics to under-
graduates. As a discipline we have 
learned through innovations such 
as these that sociology as a disci-
pline attracts students, including 
the subset of students who have 
anxieties about mathematics and 
“science.” Within the context of 
the subject matter they learn to 
understand and employ statisti-
cal concepts and tools as a means 
of stretching their understanding 
about content they find interest-
ing and intellectually challenging. 
I would add that many of the PhD 
candidates who have been part 
of the ASA Minority Fellowship 
Program (MFP) for the last 40 
years often reflect these findings 
when they share with us and their 
MFP cohort members their per-
sonal experiences of becoming pro-
fessional sociologists. These MFPs 
are now part of the professoriate at 
Yale and Johns Hopkins, University 
of North Carolina and Duke, as 
well as community colleges and 
HBCUs across the country. They 
are research scientists and policy-
makers in foundations, research 
organizations, government and 
industry.

I recognize that there are many 
parameters to a university’s deci-
sion about curriculum. I only 
hope the above observations add 
to the context in which you and 
your colleagues will make the 
decision regarding the teaching of 
statistics to undergraduate sociol-
ogy students. They are what our 
discipline as a science is learning 
about itself.  

Sally T. Hillsman is 
the Executive Officer 
of ASA. She can be 
reached by email at 
executive.office@
asanet.org. 

The Importance of Statistics within the Discipline
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NSF Addressing Transparency 
and Accountability:

Below is a modified letter from 
the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) Acting 
Director Cora Marrett 
regarding a December 11, 
2013, “Important Notice 
to the Community,” which 
announced NSF’s focus on transpar-
ency and accountability. The NSF 
is addressing two primary areas 
of the initiative: Improving public 
understanding of our funding deci-
sions through our award Abstracts 
and Titles, and ensuring that the 
broad areas of supported research (or 
portfolios) are aligned to the national 
interest.

“We are acting to ensure that our 
award Abstracts and Titles clearly 
convey to the public justification for 
our actions. First, NSF abstracts are 
the public face of NSF investments 
and decision-making and they can 
be used to immediately address a 
specific area of interest from those 
outside of the NSF regarding what 
projects are supported and why. By 

providing clearer articulation of our 
actions we will benefit the scientific 
enterprise and better communicate 

the value and excitement 
of what we do. An NSF 
award abstract, with its 
title, is an NSF document 
that describes the project 
and justifies the expendi-
ture of Federal funds…. 

Thus, an NSF award abstract which 
is intended for a broad audience may 
differ from the Project Summary that 
is submitted as part of a technically 
reviewed proposal. Furthermore, 
the title of an NSF supported project 
must describe the purpose of the 
research in nontechnical terms to the 
fullest possible extent.”  

For the complete NSF Notice, 
see http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2014/
in136/in136.pdf. 

Census Bureau Story Maps 
Illustrate Metro Area and 
County Population Change

The U.S. Census Bureau recently 
released interactive thematic maps 
on the nation’s population change. 
The Census Bureau’s two new story 

maps illustrate metro area and 
county population change. Built 
with Esri technology, these maps 
allow users to swipe between two 
different views of population data 
to better understand patterns and 
trends in the United States. “These 
‘Story Maps’ provide insight on 
emerging trends in population 
change across the country,” said 
Jason Devine of the Census Bureau’s 
Population Division. The first map 
shows the difference a decade has 
made in population change patterns 
in metropolitan and micropolitan 
statistical areas. The second map 
shows the extent of population 
growth in each county between 
2012 and 2013 and identifies the 
primary source of that population 
change (such as natural increase or 
net migration). For more informa-
tion, visit http://www.census.gov/
dataviz/visualizations/maps/. 

Impact of Behavioral Health 
Conditions and Treatment on 
Young Adults

Recently released data shows 
that older adolescents and young 

adults with emotional and 
behavioral health conditions are 
much more likely to have sig-
nificant problems with school 
performance, employment, and 
housing stability, according to a 
report from the Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA). 
According to the findings, nearly 
8 percent of older adolescents 
(ages 16 to 17) with co-occurring 
depression and a substance use 
disorder (SUD) do not have a 
stable place to live, moving three 
or more times in the past year. 
Among older adolescents with 
depression and SUD who are 
enrolled in school, 13.5 percent 
have academic difficulties, with 
a grade average of “D” or lower. 
These challenges make it difficult 
for older adolescents with mental 
and SUDs to successfully transi-
tion into adulthood. Young adults 
(ages 18-25) with co-occurring 
serious mental illness (SMI) and 
SUDs are less likely than those 

Advocating for Social Science Is a Team Sport
Wendy A. Naus, Consortium of Social 

Science Associations 

I am a little more than halfway 
through my first year as Executive 

Director of the Consortium 
of Social Science Associations 
(COSSA), having replaced Howard 
J. Silver, who retired at the end 
of 2013. As Howard stated in his 
Footnotes piece in January 2014 
(www.asanet.org/footnotes/jan14/
cossa_0114.html), COSSA has 
witnessed a number of “triumphs 
and difficulties” in its 33-year 
history. In fact, many of the same 
challenges that inspired the creation 
of COSSA in 1981 persist today, 
whether it is having to justify how 
or why federally funded social and 
behavioral science research is in 
our “national interest,” fending off 
attacks on individual grants simply 
because their titles lure additional 
scrutiny, or beating back attempts 
to pit fields of research against one 
another, especially in times of scarce 

resources. Unfortunately, there will 
always be policymakers in need of 
convincing when it comes to the 
value of social and behavioral sci-
ence. The best thing we can do as a 
community is be prepared with the 
cogent arguments that we all know 
to be true. 

Out of the crises of the recent 
past (e.g., the so-called Coburn 
amendment that targeted NSF’s 
political science program in FY 
2013), has blossomed a diverse 
community willing to go to bat for 
social and behavioral science fund-
ing. Not only has COSSA beefed up 
its education and outreach efforts 
to elected officials in recent months, 
but, more notably, the broader 
scientific community has been 
active in defending social science. In 
recent months, national associations 
and societies representing broad 
fields of science, higher education 
associations, university presi-
dents, corporate heads, and even 
the National Science Board have 

all spoken out publicly about the 
federal government’s necessary role 
in funding social and behavioral 
science research. The American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Science (AAAS), the Association of 
Public and Land-grant Universities 
(APLU), the Association of 
American Universities (AAU), 
the Coalition for National Science 
Funding (CNSF), to name a few, 
have been unwavering in their 
objection to bad policy proposals, 
such as the FIRST Act (H.R. 4186), 
which would decimate federal social 
science funding.  

Making Our Voice Heard
Grassroots engagement has also 

exploded as a result of recent chal-
lenges. COSSA now has the capabil-
ity to send alerts to members when 
their action is needed in reaching 
their elected officials. Nearly 4,000 
communications have been sent to 
Capitol Hill in the first five months 
of 2014 stemming from COSSA 

action alerts, urging Members of 
Congress to support social and 
behavioral science funding in both 
appropriations and authorizing bills. 

Don’t get me wrong—considerable 
challenges still lie ahead. Assuming 
social science programs across 
federal agencies make it through the 
fiscal year (FY) 2015 appropriations 
process unscathed, which is hardly a 
certainty, calendar year 2015 prom-
ises to bring a new set of potential 
hurdles. First, the new 114th Congress 
will be seated in January, bringing 
a throng of newly elected policy 
makers to Washington who we will 
need to educate about our science. 
Second, with the Senate within reach 
of a Republican-takeover next year, 
we are left with even more question 
marks when trying to anticipate our 
cast of characters in 2015, as is the 
case when any house of Congress 
flips. Further, an unfortunate 
certainty is the loss next year of key 
Congressional science champions, 

Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 4
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and Executive Officer Sally T. 
Hillsman extended their heartiest 
congratulations to the newly elected 
officers and committee members 
and their appreciation to all ASA 
members who have served the 
Association by running for office 
and by voting in this election.

Nearly half the voting members 
of the ASA community took part in 
the 2014 election, which was nearly 
the same as last year. ASA is one of 
the few scholarly associations with 
participation this high. Of the 9,146 
members eligible to vote in the 2014 
election there was a 45.3 percent 
participation rate, compared with 
47.8 percent in 2013. In the 52 ASA 
Section elections, 53.6 percent par-
ticipated in 2014. Of the total votes 
cast, 100 percent were cast online.

ASA Bylaws Amendments
The membership approved five 

amendments to the bylaws by wide 
margins. Amendment One changes 
the year that the ASA President 
serves on the Committee on 

Publications, from the middle year 
of their term, to the final year of their 
term. Amendment Two makes the 
membership terms of the Committee 
on Committees consistent with the 
rest of ASA’s constitutional commit-
tees. Amendment Three clarifies that 
the nominees to the Committee on 
Professional Ethics are appointed 
by the Committee on Committees. 
Amendment Four corrects an error in 
the bylaws that referred to the wrong 
chapter of the ASA Code of Ethics. 
Amendment Five updated language 
relating to sections to reflect the role 
of electronic communications.

The full slate of the newly elected 
ASA-wide officers and committee 
members are as follows:

President-Elect
Ruth Milkman, CUNY–Graduate 

Center

Vice President-Elect
Barbara J. Risman, University of 

Illinois–Chicago

Council Members-at-Large
Adia M. Harvey Wingfield, Georgia 

State University

Election
From Page 1

including Rep. Frank Wolf (R-VA), 
Rep. Rush Holt (D-NJ), Rep. Henry 
Waxman (D-CA), Sen. Tom Harkin 
(D-IA), and Sen. Jay Rockefeller 
(D-WV). Lastly, while sequestra-
tion was avoided for FY 2014 and 
2015 thanks to the bipartisan budget 
agreement brokered in late 2013, it 
is scheduled to return in FY 2016, 
which will undoubtedly reignite 
the partisan battles over spending 
that have all but paralyzed Congress 
in recent years unless additional 
steps are taken. This is the backdrop 
for our advocacy in 2015, further 
solidifying the need for all commu-
nity partners to join the conversation 
in support of social and behavioral 
science funding.  

Looking to the Future
The challenge to our community 

as we look to the future will be 
balancing the need to stay proactive 
in our outreach and advocacy while 
playing defense as discrete attacks 
arise. We have to resist the urge to 
be lured in by negative rhetoric that 

is often spun about social science 
and instead shift the conversation 
and advocate for social and behav-
ioral science on our terms.

Despite the recent challenges of 
late and any that may lie ahead, I 
am encouraged about the social sci-
ence community’s collective efforts 
to promote the value of social and 
behavioral science in meeting chal-
lenges of national importance. We 
are grateful to ASA for its ongoing 
support as a COSSA Governing 
Member and look forward to engag-
ing with you all as we chart a path 
forward for impactful social and 
behavioral science advocacy. You can 
stay informed of COSSA’s activi-
ties by subscribing to the COSSA 
Washington Update (www.cossa.org/
communication/update.shtml), fol-
lowing us on Twitter (@COSSADC), 
and liking us on Facebook 
(SocialScienceAssociations). 

The true value of COSSA is the 
opportunity for what may otherwise 
be dispersed disciplines to come 
together for a common cause to 
pursue shared goals. I’m thrilled to 
be part of the team. 

Advocating
From Page 3

Science Policy
From Page 3

without co-occurring disorders to 
be high school graduates. Young 
adults with SMI who received 
treatment were more likely to 
graduate high school than their 
peers who did not receive treat-
ment. For more information, visit 
www.samhsa.gov/newsroom/advi-
sories/1405060514.aspx. 

U.S. Teen Pregnancy, Birth, and 
Abortion Rates Reach Historic 
Lows

Recently released findings 
from the Guttmacher Institute 
reported that teen pregnancy 
rates declined in every state 
and among all racial and ethnic 
groups. Overall, rates of teen 
pregnancy, birth, and abortion 
have declined dramatically in the 
United States since their peak in 
the early 1990s. In 2010, some 
614,000 pregnancies occurred 
among teenage women aged 15 to 
19, for a rate of 57.4 pregnancies 
per 1,000 women that age. This 
marks a 51 percent decline from 

the 1990 peak, and a 15 percent 
decline in just two years, from 
67.8 in 2008, according to the 
“U.S. Teenage Pregnancies, Births 
and Abortions, 2010: National 
and State Trends by Age, Race 
and Ethnicity” study. The study 
also found dramatic declines in 
teen pregnancy rates among all 
racial and ethnic groups. Teen 
pregnancy rates declined in all 
50 states between 2008 and 2010. 
Yet even with ongoing declines, 
substantial disparities remain 
between states. In 2010, New 
Mexico had the highest teenage 
pregnancy rate (80 per 1,000), and 
New Hampshire (28 per 1,000) 
had the lowest rate. The authors 
suggest that the demographic 
characteristics of states’ popula-
tions, the availability of compre-
hensive sex education, knowledge 
about and availability of con-
traceptive services and cultural 
attitudes toward sexual behavior 
and early childbearing likely play 
a role in these variations. For the 
full report, see www.guttmacher.
org/pubs/USTPtrends10.pdf. 

Tanya Maria Golash-Boza, 
University of California-Merced

Margaret Hunter, Mills College
Peter Kivisto, Augustana College

Committee on Nominations
Grace Kao, University of 

Pennsylvania
Rashawn Ray, University of 

Maryland
Omar A Lizardo, University of 

Notre Dame
Lyn Spillman, University of Notre 

Dame
Wendy Cadge, Brandeis University
Victor Rios, University of Southern 

California - Santa Barbara

Committee on Publications
Kathleen M. Blee, University of 

Pittsburgh
Douglas Hartmann, University of 

Minnesota

Committee on Committees
Bandana Purkayastha, University of 

Connecticut
Gilda L. Ochoa, Pomona College
Rita Stephan, U.S. Department of 

State
Amin Ghaziani, University of 

British Columbia 

2014 ASA Dissertation Award Winners

The ASA Dissertation Award honors the best PhD dissertation from 
among those submitted by advisors and mentors in the discipline. 

The winners of the 2014 award are:
Yan Long (University of Michigan) “Constructing Transnational 

Actorhood: The Emergence and Transformation of the AIDS 
Movement in China, 1989-2012”

Ya-Wen Lei (University of Michigan)  “Uncovering the Roots of 
the Nationwide Counter-public Sphere in China”
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Mary Scheuer Senter, Central 
Michigan University

Bobbie Spalter-Roth 
is terrific at project 

management. While she 
will continue at the ASA 
Executive Office after June 
30 as a Senior Research 
Fellow, finishing up several 
major ASA projects includ-
ing the Bachelor’s and Beyond proj-
ect, she will take on new challenges 
as an affiliate faculty member and 
Distinguished Research Fellow at 
George Mason University (GMU). 
She tells me that the plan—and 
a best-laid one at that—is to stop 
working 60-hour weeks! 

Faculty members at George 
Mason are “thrilled.” Amy Best, 
incoming chair of the GMU 
Department of Sociology and 
Anthropology, tells us that “Bobbie 
brings a lifetime of research experi-
ence that will enrich our master’s 
and PhD program in sociology, and 
her presence will only strengthen 
our Center for Social Science 
Research. She’s also a wonderful 
colleague to work with, making her 
move to us all the better.” James 
Witte, Director of the Center for 
Social Science Research [CSSR], 
echoes those sentiments. “Bobbie 
brings us a wealth of research expe-
rience and know-how that is already 
proving a boon to our research 
capabilities. Just as importantly, 
Bobbie has an infectious enthusiasm 
for the discipline, and particularly 
for applied research. Combined, 
this makes Bobbie a great research 
colleague, and just as importantly 
she is proving to be a great informal 
mentor for our junior faculty and 
graduate students as we seek to 
develop a research culture here at 
CSSR and in our relatively new 
PhD program in public and applied 
sociology.” 

The rest of us in the sociol-
ogy community should second 
Diane Pike’s heartfelt “thank you” 
to Bobbie. Diane, Professor of 
Sociology at Augsburg College, 
editor of ASA’s TRAILS, and ASA 
Department Resources Group 
(DRG) member, tells us that, 
“whether reporting national trends 
in sociology that DRG reviewers 

find essential, findings of 
NSF-funded projects, or 
digging deep into questions 
of faculty career paths, 
Bobbie has contributed a 
body of research for which 
we should all be most 
appreciative.” 

First Director of 
Research

Bobbie joined the ASA 
Executive Office staff almost 17 
years ago as the creator and first 
Director of the ASA Department 
of Research on the Profession 
and Discipline. Sally Hillsman, 
ASA Executive Officer, notes 
that “under Bobbie’s leadership, 
ASA has become a model for 
other scientific associations that 
now realize how important it is 
for them to conduct research on 
their own disciplines. As a result, 
Bobbie has a growing cadre of 
fellow sociologists who are doing 
similar research in disciplinary 
associations in the natural and 
bio-medical sciences as well as in 
the social sciences.” Willie Pearson, 
Professor in the School of History, 
Technology and Society at the 
Georgia Institute of Technology, 
agrees, noting that “Bobbie’s 
evidence-based approach to the 
analysis of ASA programs and 
policies has been a model for 
other professional societies.” And 
Rachel Ivie, a key researcher at 
one of those societies as Associate 
Director of the Statistical Research 
Center at the American Institute 
of Physics, concurs. She states, 
“I never cease to be impressed 
by Bobbie’s energy and the sheer 
number of on-target research ideas 
and projects that she generates. 
That’s something that I aspire to.“

Have you taken a quick glance 
recently at the “Research on 
Sociology” tab at the top of the 
ASA homepage? Of course, you 
cannot really make it quick because 
Bobbie’s research activities for ASA 
have been extensive. In addition, 
“Current Projects” embrace a wide 
variety of topics including studies 
of the job market in sociology, an 
exploration of sociologists’ profes-
sional networks, research on the 
status of sociology majors before 

and after their baccalaureate gradu-
ation, information on what students 
can do with a master’s degree in 
sociology, data from a department 
chairs’ survey on what’s happening 
in sociology departments across the 
United States, and studies examin-
ing the career trajectories of sociol-
ogy PhDs both in academic and 
non-academic positions. And then 
there are the more than 90 research 
briefs and articles authored by 
Bobbie and her staff in recent years, 
available free for download. And, if 
that does not satisfy your curios-
ity and you want more tables and 
figures, you can download trend 
data on the discipline and profes-
sion compiled by Bobbie’s depart-
ment. Bobbie is proud of her staff 
of research assistants and associates 
and recognizes the contributions 
that they have made to the overall 
success of the research department 
over the years. 

Throughout her career, Bobbie 
has focused on ways of assisting 
groups that have been underrepre-
sented in the academy, in the STEM 
workforce, and in the larger society. 
Before coming to ASA, she worked 
as a research or project director for 
the Institute for Women’s Policy 
Research, the Women’s Bureau 
of the U.S. Department of Labor, 
and the Women’s Research and 
Education Institute. She has been 
the ASA staff liaison to numerous 
task forces and research projects 
designed to document the chal-
lenges as well as the successes of 
underrepresented groups. Whatever 
the explicit focus of her inquiries, 
she looks first, for the implicit biases 
that might disadvantage some in 
their pursuit of skills, benefits, 
mentors, degrees, or jobs. Pearson 
notes, “I have been impressed with 
Bobbie’s collaboration with Jean 
Shin (Director of the ASA Minority 
Affairs Program) to involve former 
Minority Fellowship Program 
(MFP) Fellows in the work of the 
Association.” He goes on to praise 
her for “taking a leadership role 
in working across social science 
disciplines to highlight the value of 
these disciplines in broadening the 
participation of underrepresented 
groups in STEM professions.”

Hillsman, reflecting on Bobbie’s 
“remarkable career,” remembers 
how rare it was for sociologists of 
their generation to choose the world 
outside the academy as “the place 
for a rich and exciting professional 
career that could make a difference 
to society and to our discipline. 
Bobbie was doing high-quality 
public sociology before Michael 
Burawoy, the 2004 ASA President, 
encouraged the rest of us to get on 
board. ”

Pike remembers Bobbie’s presen-
tations at ASA and at the Midwest 
Sociological Society as “focused, 
straight-forward, and hard-work-
ing.” I have worked with Bobbie on 
the 2005 and 2012 Bachelor’s and 
Beyond project. I think of her as 
the consummate research-focused, 
practical sociologist who nonethe-
less maintains a keen eye for situat-
ing research in a larger theoretically 
informed, political context. She 
works and works until she gets it 
right and then steps back to tease 
out the policy implications. 

Best Wishes
And she may remember that 

response rate that she was so 
worried about when the two of us 
met for dinner at an ASA Annual 
Meeting a couple of years ago. 
Well, typical for Bobbie’s work, 
she tried harder, and the response 
rate topped out at more than 60 
percent! Best wishes, Bobbie, as 
you move beyond the Rockaways, 
Bloomington, K Street, and the 
District to help launch, not only 
new sociology majors and sociology 
PhDs, but new projects at GMU 
and new adventures of your own. If 
you wish to reach Bobbie, contact 
her at Spalter-Roth@asanet.org and 
rspalter@gmu.edu. 

Thank You, Bobbie Spalter-Roth!

Roberta Spalter-Roth

Do you have an 
announcement for 
Footnotes? Send it to 

footnotes@asanet.org.

http://www.asanet.org/footnotes
mailto:Spalter-Roth%40asanet.org?subject=
mailto:rspalter%40gmu.edu?subject=


 American Sociological Association footnotes.asanet.org

6 footnotes • July/August 2014

Margaret Weigers Vitullo, ASA Academic 
and Professional Affairs

 “I’ve learned that making a 
‘living’ is not the same thing as 
‘making a life’.” 

—Maya Angelou

What are the 
contours 

of a satisfy-
ing career in 
sociology? 
Undergraduates 
tell us that 
they choose 
sociology both 
because it is 
fascinating and 
because they 
want to gain 
the knowledge 
and skills to 
help change the 
world for the 
better (Spalter-
Roth and Van 
Vooren 2009). For many graduate 
students their passion for sociology 
and desire to change the world are 
channeled into dreams of becoming 
a professor in a tenure-track position. 
Less frequently does the image of a 
sociologist working in an applied set-
ting come to mind.  Are there unique 
satisfactions to be found in applied 
careers? Can a person maintain an 
identity as a sociologist outside of 
academia? What about one’s sense of 
idealism and passion to change the 
world for the better? Four staff mem-
bers at Westat, in Rockville, MD, 
generously agreed to be interviewed 
about these topics, each offering 
insights on the satisfactions and chal-
lenges of careers in applied sociology. 

Westat is a for-profit, employee-
owned research company. In addi-
tion to the 2,000 employees that 
work at the Rockville headquarters, 
the company also employs research-
ers at five regional offices across the 
United States and eight international 
offices around the world. Westat 
clients include federal and state gov-
ernments, foundations, non-profit 
organizations, and private industry. 
The interviewed Westat staff mem-
bers are below:

Rula Zaru (BA, McDaniel College), 

a research assistant, was born in 
Palestine and moved to a rural county 
in the United States as a young girl. 
From her first courses as an under-
graduate at McDaniel, Zaru found 
that studying sociology provided 
a vocabulary and set of theories to 
translate her feelings and experiences 
to others as well as herself. “Sociology 
helped me explain my life, and that’s 
why it was more than just, ‘Oh, that’s 
my major’; sociology became a way of 
life for me.” 

Atsushi Miyaoka (MA, University 
of North Carolina-Chapel Hill) is a 
senior statistical analyst. His lifelong 
interest in human behavior led him 
to study sociology as an undergradu-
ate in Japan and then come to the 
United States to study English and 
earn a master’s in sociology. His 
mentor at UNC introduced him to 
the world of applied sociology. 

Jenna Scott (PhD, Syracuse 
University) is a senior research 
analyst. She intended to go into the 
professoriate, but after teaching 
in inner city Baltimore and doing 
an internship at the Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) in 
Washington, DC, during graduate 
school, she decided on an applied 
career.

Robert Hill (PhD, Columbia 
University) retired in 2009 after a 
30-year career that included 10 years 
at Westat as well as equally long 
tenures at the National Urban League 
and Morgan State’s Institute for 
Urban Research. Born in Brooklyn, 
NY, he was always interested in 
history, but was told that a career in 
engineering would be more lucrative. 
While an engineering major at City 
College in New York, he met a soci-
ologist who was teaching the history 
of engineering and discovered that 
his quantitative aptitude and fascina-
tion with historical context could 
both be at home within sociology. 
During graduate school at Columbia 
University, he began his applied 
research career working closely with 
Robert Merton at the Bureau of 
Applied Social Research. 

Working as a Team
Academics often strive to become 

the expert in a narrowly defined area, 

working alone or with a small number 
of close colleagues. In contrast, each of 
the four Westat employees discussed 
the pleasure of working with teams. 
Zaru said that the people she worked 
with were the source of her greatest 
satisfaction. Hill put it this way: “At 
Westat you are rewarded for your 
team work, not for individual accom-
plishments or showing up colleagues.” 
Scott echoed that view, saying that the 
collegial atmosphere and the oppor-
tunity to learn from her peers was 
deeply satisfying. In her first project 
at Westat she was impressed with how 
the team members collaborated to 
achieve the highest possible method-
ological rigor for their work. “After 
that, I was basically hooked,” she said. 

Constant Learning
A theme that echoed across the 

interviews was the joy of being in 
an environment that encouraged 
constant learning and provided sup-
port for professional development, 
including funding for conferences. 
Atushi described research teams as 
centers of constant learning. “Almost 
all of my research projects are 
interdisciplinary, with people with 
different skill sets and different con-
tent areas. So we fight, we discuss, 
and we learn from each other!” Even 
in an entry-level position growth is 
encouraged.  Zaru said that when 
she found herself interested in a 
particular topic her supervisor 
supported her in learning more and 
pursuing her interest. 

Work that Makes a Difference
Another source of satisfaction 

for these four individuals came 
directly from the applied nature of 
their work. Scott said, “sometimes 
as graduate students, we’re stuck in 
our ivory towers, we’re writing about 
things no one else cares about… 
but after my experiences teaching 
in the inner city in Baltimore, the 
idea of being able to create change 
through research was something 
that was really important to me.” 
Hill, looking back across his career, 
vividly recalled the excitement of 
presenting a briefing to the Kerner 
Commission, which was established 
by President Lyndon Johnson to 
explore the causes of the 1967 

race riots in the United States. In 
an applied setting, “you see your 
research being used more,” he said. 
“It wasn’t [just] theoretical…”

Frustrations 
Of course, no job is without its 

challenges. Competing for grants 
is difficult and comes with rigid 
deadlines, and Hill and Scott both 
mentioned how disappointing it 
can be when a grant on a fascinat-
ing topic goes to another organiza-
tion. Working with clients means 
that project methodology does 
not always follow the research-
ers’ preferences. Opportunities for 
open-ended discussions of socio-
logical theory are rare. While lack 
of interaction with students is a 
lament of some applied sociologists, 
Hill addressed this by regularly 
teaching graduate level courses on 
an adjunct basis (one course at a 
time, scheduled once a week in the 
evening). He also served as an out-
side committee member for more 
than two dozen dissertations. “In 
other words, I had my cake and ate 
it too, because I could work with the 
students and didn’t have to go to all 
those faculty meetings.” 

Maintaining a connection to 
sociology

Can an applied researcher main-
tain a connection to a disciplinary 
home? Hill’s professional identity 
seemed to be more closely tied to the 
primary focus of many of his proj-
ects: “my work has focused on the 
strength of black families.” For Zaru, 
who has been a working professional 
for less than a year, the question was 
hard to answer. She responded, “I see 
myself as a learner. Right now I am 
in sponge mode, absorbing every-
thing around me.” Scott explained 
that if someone asked about her 
profession she might say that she’s 
a researcher, or a consultant, but “I 
always say that I am a sociologist.” 
Atushi’s response was an unequivo-
cal — “I’m a sociologist.” 
References:

Spalter-Roth, Roberta and Nicole Van 
Vooren. 2009. “Idealists vs. Careerists: 
Graduate School Choices of Sociology 
Majors.” American Sociological 
Association, Washington DC.

Making a Life in Applied Sociology: Working at an Employee-Owned 
Research Corporation

Robert Hill

Rula Zaru
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Cynthia Ganote, Saint Mary’s College of 
California, and Sheila Katz, University 

of Houston

Oakland, California, is a city that 
inspires deep emotion and strong 

reactions. Both of us are transplants 
to Oakland, but in the five years we 
have lived here, 
Oakland has 
become a beloved 
home that has 
earned our 
staunch loyalty. 
Its rich cultural 
history, diverse 
population, 
outstanding food 
and art scenes, beautiful cityscape, 
Bay views, and urban lake sanctu-
ary makes Oakland our chosen 
home amongst Bay Area cities. Yet 
Oakland is full of contradictions: 
amazing wealth exists alongside 
entrenched poverty and beauti-
ful art is created amidst decaying 
infrastructure. The city government 
is complex, inefficient, and often 
frustrating. Oakland is a city that 
inspires multiple narratives and 
many of us latch onto our favorite 
and run with it. 

The most recent Oakland nar-
rative is this: the storied vision of 
San Francisco as a place for artists, 
activists, and the widely discussed 
creative class is the Oakland of 
today. As the super-gentrification 
occurring in San Francisco (see 
Stover, “Understanding Super-
Gentrification in San Francisco,” 
April 2014, Footnotes) pushes out 
so many residents (long-time, low- 
and middle-income, and young 
residents without tech-industry 
incomes), people of all backgrounds 
are moving to Oakland in droves. 
Because of this trend, Oakland 
regularly appears in New York Times 
articles, being hailed as “Brooklyn 
by the Bay”1 one of the top five 
places to visit in the world,2 with 
new neighborhoods developing 
where abandoned buildings once 
existed,3 whose residents sport a 
notable “street style.”4 

But another narrative exists 
around Oakland, too: Isn’t that the 

city where you can walk out of your 
house and be shot at any random 
moment? As residents of Oakland, 
we are informed of this very thing 
by both residents of the Bay Area 
and other parts of the United States. 
People attempt to tell us about our 

own city, but 
they have clearly 
never visited 
Oakland. They 
never talk about 
its diversity of 
people, incredible 
neighborhoods, 
amazing food, 
or unpreten-

tious attitude. Instead, they talk 
about their perceptions of horrible 
crime, how frightened they would 
be to enter such a city, and how 
they could not bring themselves 
to buy a condo or single-family 
home in Oakland, given the “being 
shot every time you walk out your 
door” problem. Tempted to respond 
with, “Oh, you shouldn’t go there, 
then,” most of the time we resist and 
instead explain why we are so in 
love with our city. 

Rapid Change
Perhaps these divergent nar-

ratives come from the fact that 
Oakland is rapidly changing. 
Over the last five years, Oakland 
has evolved immensely through 
ongoing gentrification, the Occupy 
movement protests, numer-
ous incidents of police brutality, 
development of community benefit 
districts, and persistent inequal-
ity. Oakland is often thought of in 
comparison to San Francisco, but 
Oakland has always had its own fla-
vor, vibe, and community dynamics, 
which are far different from those of 
its more famous neighbor. Oakland 
is one of the most ethnically diverse 
major cities in the country, more 
ethnically and economically diverse 
than San Francisco. 

Oakland’s diversity is due in large 
part to the Second Great Migration, 
when African Americans moved 
from the Deep South to Oakland for 
plentiful war-industry jobs during 
World War II. This pattern, along 

with the migra-
tion of Mexican 
Americans 
from the 
Southwest, 
continued 
throughout the 
20th century as 
migration and 
immigration 
to Oakland 
expanded. 
This history 
strongly shapes 
the culture 
that attracts 
residents to Oakland today. While 
Oakland is often externally defined 
by its crime rates, the last five years 
illustrate how crime is only one 
piece of the puzzle. Community 
organizing and protesting, new 
neighborhoods and businesses 
emerging to provide needed ser-
vices, and artists creating the Art 
Murmur and First Friday events are 
other important, emergent pieces 
of the puzzle. Ongoing inequality 
and rampant gentrification are other 
critical pieces. 

The Occupy Movement
Below, Cynthia presents a short 

narrative of her experience with the 
Occupy Oakland movement. 

I counter outsiders’ fears of 
Oakland by waxing poetic about 
how my zip code (94610) is one of 
the top five most diverse zips in the 
United States. I discuss how Lake 
Merritt and its natural beauty takes 
my breath away every time I drive 
home from work, how my walking 
neighborhood contains restau-
rants with cuisines from so many 
cultures, how friendly my neighbors 
are, and how young and old, rich 
and poor people from all around 
the world live in Oakland. Walking 
around Oakland, you can see any 
number of “I hella heart Oakland!” 
and “Oaklandish” t-shirts; these and 
other visual reminders let you know 
that many Oakland residents hold a 
deep-seated loyalty to our city. (One 
of my proudest moments came 
recently when my hip San Francisco 
friend said, apropos of nothing: 

“Okay, I admit it! Oakland has 
become cooler than San Francisco.” 
This was a watershed moment.) 

The Oakland narratives created 
by outsiders, compared to those of 
Oakland residents, were particu-
larly striking during the Occupy 
Oakland protests. In the fall of 2011, 
as I watched mainstream media 
accounts of Occupy Oakland, a 
dissonant feeling would rise up. 
Corporate-backed U.S. media 
outlets continuously reported on 
the “leaderless movement” with 
“no central message” and depicted 
crowds looking like a scary mob 
riot, throwing rocks, tagging store-
fronts, and breaking bank windows. 
“That’s not my experience!” I yelled 
back. When any of my students par-
roted those same messages in class, 
I could not yell (except in my head), 
and I had to develop more sophisti-
cated ways to convey how dissonant 
the mainstream depictions were 
from my personal experiences with 
Occupy Oakland. “That’s not my 
experience!” became my common 
refrain. 

My actual experience is more 
complicated. As a sociologist and a 
qualitative methodologist, I could 
convey a systematic ethnographic 
account of the Occupy movement, 
but I won’t do that here. In this 
space, I give you my standpoint on 
the Occupy Oakland movement. As 
a resident of Oakland, CA, I visited 
the Occupy Oakland camp many 
times, although I did not consider 
myself an Occupier. (I was not 

Looking Forward to the 2014 Annual Meeting

Evolving Oakland: Five Years Living in a Gentrified, Occupied,  
and Artified City

Oakland cityscape

Continued on Page 14

http://www.asanet.org/footnotes


 American Sociological Association footnotes.asanet.org

8 footnotes • July/August 2014

these propositions. Importantly, the 
1990s were also an apex of activism 
around educational justice and calls 
for ethnic studies programs in area 
high schools and colleges. 

The battle for ethnic studies 
across institutions of learning 
brought together junior high and 
high school students with college 
students who had access to ethnic 
studies and women’s studies courses. 
These college-aged and teen-aged 
youth partnerships were instrumen-
tal in transmitting critical knowl-
edge about systems of oppression 
to younger students who had little 
access to these kinds of studies. For 
the younger students in particular, 
receiving this mentorship from 
college students was central to fos-
tering a critical consciousness about 
social inequality and movement his-
tory, which these youth then carried 
into their future years of organizing. 

Today’s Activists
Today, youth activism in the Bay 

Area is highly institutionalized. A 
multitude of community organiza-
tions either work entirely on “youth 
organizing” or include programs 
for youth within their broader 
work. Compared with much of the 
rest of the United States, Northern 
California has a particularly extensive 
network of organizations providing 
opportunities for youth involve-
ment in activist projects for political 
and social change. There are many 

nonprofit youth activist organizations 
that are now well established, with 
their own institutionalized structures 
and curricula for political and activist 
education. Most of these organiza-
tions and programs are also explicitly 
youth-led and committed to the idea 
that young people can and should be 
the primary decisionmakers within 
these programs. In addition to the 
dozens of nonprofits that facilitate 
youth activism, there are countless 
more informal school- and neighbor-
hood-based groups in which teenag-
ers become engaged in activism. 

Bay Area youth organizing 
focuses on a variety of issues and 
modes of activism: youth media and 
youth radio; countering the school-
to-jail track; spoken-word poetry 
and the arts; educational, environ-
mental, juvenile, and racial justice; 
immigrant rights organizing; groups 
addressing gender and sexuality; and 
many more. Research in sociology, 
education, political science, and 
human development suggests that 
youth activists develop important 
critical thinking and communication 
skills, increase their self-confidence 
and sense of efficacy, and maintain 
higher levels of civic and political 
engagement. In addition to impact-
ing individual participants, youth 
activist organizations have achieved 
substantial political victories. For 
example, after 11 years of advocacy, 
agitation, and public pressure, Youth 
United for Community Action in 
East Palo Alto won the shut down 
of a toxic waste facility that had 
violated numerous health and safety 

regulations and 
damaged the 
community. 
San Francisco’s 
Center for 
Young Women’s 
Development 
has improved 
conditions for 
young mothers 
and LGBTQI 
youth in the 
juvenile justice 
system. And 
high school 
and college 
students played a vital role in the 
organizing that led to the passage of 
the California DREAM Act, which 
gives undocumented students access 
to financial aid for higher education. 

An Organizational Structure
Despite these victories, youth 

activists in the Bay Area face specific 
challenges distinct from those faced 
by youth activists in the 1960s. 
Given the growing institutionaliza-
tion of youth social justice work 
in formal nonprofit organizations, 
youth activists today find routes to 
political power and public policy 
that are shaped by the organizational 
logic of the 501(c)(3). Reliant on 
specific funding sources and often 
tied to neoliberal ideology, the non-
profit structure and youth-oriented 
foundations can sometimes work 
against the transformational promise 
of grassroots youth organizing. As 
Kwon (2011) points out, these non-
profits and their funding agencies 

often perpetuate the idea of youth 
organizing as the solution to the 
problems faced by “at-risk” youth, 
while they seek to empower these 
youth. In this way, youth themselves 
(rather than the state) bear the 
burden of fixing broader social, eco-
nomic, and political problems. These 
countervailing forces are particularly 
acute in the Bay Area, where youth 
organizing is strongly anchored in 
the landmark social movements of 
the 1960s while standing against the 
backdrop of state retrenchment.

Those interested in learning more 
about these topics are invited to 
attend a session with local youth 
organizers, “Social Justice Youth-
Style: Bay Area Youth Activists’ 
Perspectives on Race, Education, 
and Coalition Politics,” on Sunday, 
August 17 at 8:30 a.m. 
Reference

Kwon, S.A. (2013). Uncivil youth: Race, 
activism, and affirmative governmentality. 
Durham: Duke University Press.

Activists
From Page 1

2014 Graduate Poster Session
The Graduate Poster Session at 
the Annual Meeting is a place for 
undergraduate student advisors, 
graduate school faculty, and 
prospective graduate students 
to learn about master’s and doctoral programs at 
institutions across the country.  For an opportunity 
to speak with a representative from the graduate 
schools, please stop by Yosemite Hall at the Hilton 
San Francisco Union Square on Saturday, August 
16 from 2:30-4:10 p.m.The posters will be on 
display throughout the conference.

Ferry Building in San Francisco (Photo Credit: San Francisco Travel 
Association/Scott Chernis)
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the ASA Social 
Psychology 
Section, and 
served with 
distinction 
as editor of 
Sociological 
Perspectives. 
He also chaired 
the University 
of California-
San Marcos 
Sociology 
Department 
and will be 
entering his tenth year as chair at 
Kent State University. That anyone 
can be chair for that long and still 
be well-liked and admired by his 
colleagues is remarkable—indeed, 
almost unheard of—and speaks to 
Richard’s fair-minded, resource-
ful, and, in the words of one of his 
colleagues, “visionary” leadership. 
It also speaks to his obvious grasp 
of social psychology! 

Deputy Editors
Richard and Jan have assembled 

a terrific team of deputy editors 
whose backgrounds nicely comple-
ment the theoretical, substantive, 
and methodological strengths of the 
co-editors. They are Linda George 
(Duke University), a respected 
scholar in the areas of medical 
sociology, mental health, and aging 
and the life course; Donileen Loseke 
(University of South Florida), a pre-
eminent practitioner of qualitative 
methods; and Will Kalkhoff (Kent 
State University), an active and cre-
ative sociologist who studies group 
processes and neurosociology. The 
selection of these deputy editors is 

in line with Richard and Jan’s com-
mitment to further diversify SPQ 
and to encourage self-proclaimed 
non-social psychologists—even 
those who use social psychological 
theories and measures in their own 
scholarship without recognizing 
it—to read the journal and consider 
submitting their own work to the 
journal. 

With Jan and Richard as editors 
and Linda, Donileen, and Will as 
deputy editors, SPQ is in good—no, 
inspired—hands.

SPQ publishes theoretical and 
empirical papers on the link 
between the individual and society, 
including the study of the relations 
of individuals to one another, as 
well as to groups, collectivities and 
institutions. It also includes the 
study of intra-individual processes 
insofar as they substantially influ-
ence, or are influenced by, social 
structure and process. This journal 
is genuinely interdisciplinary and 
publishes work by both sociolo-
gists and psychologists. For more 
information, see www.asanet.org/
journals/spq/social_psychology_
quarterly.cfm. 

Sociology at Kent State University) 
met over three decades ago as grad-
uate students at Indiana University. 
In their first few years as graduate 
students, both showed an interest 
in the fundamental issue of self and 
identity—i.e., what determines who 
we are and how we and others see 
ourselves—that continues to guide 
much of their scholarship. This 
topic is central to social psychol-
ogy but also transcends it and has 
broad applicability to sociological 
scholarship on gender, culture, 
social movements, medical sociol-
ogy, education, and law and society, 
among others.

Different Research Paths
Despite Richard and Jan’s joint 

interest in the question of identity, 
each approaches it in different ways. 
Richard’s research explores the link-
age between people’s identities and 
their position in the social structure, 
while Jan’s research emphasizes 
the internal dynamics that govern 
individuals’ claims of identity in 
social situations. Richard’s research 
relies mostly on surveys, while Jan’s 
research relies mostly on experi-
ments. Richard’s research often takes 
on an applied direction and, in turn, 
covers diverse and “real-world top-
ics” such as decision-making among 
minority or women science college 
students, body dysmorphic disorder, 
views about poverty, interethnic 
adoption, and the identity construc-
tion of people who do not fit societal 
norms (e.g., being childless, single, 
unemployed, or not religious). Jan’s 
research takes on a more theoreti-
cally driven approach and bridges 
identity theory to other theories in 
social psychology and to topics such 
as emotions and the moral self.

Jan and Richard have accumu-
lated a record of accomplishment 
in scholarship and leadership 
that most of us can only aspire to. 
Although quantity of publications 
and grants is only a rough indica-
tor of influence in the field, one 
cannot help but be impressed by the 
sheer volume of articles, chapters, 
and books written or edited by, 
and grants awarded to Jan and 
Richard. Jan’s CV lists more than 
40 refereed articles, more than 20 
book chapters, and 6 volumes. She 

also has the distinction of being one 
of the most published sociologists 
in SPQ, having authored 14 articles 
in the journal. Jan’s selection as 
co-editor means more room in SPQ 
for the rest of us! Richard also has 
been a regular presence in SPQ: his 
first SPQ article appeared in 1987 
and most recent one will appear 
later this year. Reflecting his inter-
est in showcasing the applicability 
of social psychological thought 
to and in branching out to other 
disciplines, his scholarship has 
been featured in communications, 
psychiatry, education, medical, and 
music journals. He also has been a 
principal investigator or co-princi-
pal investigator for over 60 grants.

Richard and Jan’s influence 
goes far beyond mere quantity of 
published and funded scholar-
ship. For example, Richard’s SPQ 
article (coauthored with frequent 
collaborator Sheldon Stryker) 
“Identity Salience and Psychological 
Centrality: Equivalent, Overlapping, 
or Complementary Concepts” is 
a must-read piece for any serious 
student of social psychology, as is 
Jan’s SPQ review piece (coauthored 
with longtime collaborator Peter 
Burke) “Identity Theory and Social 
Identity Theory.” 

Esteemed Scholars
Their contributions to sociologi-

cal social psychology, sociology, 
and higher education have been 
acknowledged in many ways. Jan 
was elected as chair of three sec-
tions of the ASA, was selected as a 
fellow to the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, 
received the Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the ASA Emotions 
section, and was inducted into the 
Sociological Research Association. 
She also has served on the national 
board of the General Social Survey 
and the Executive Committee 
of the International Society for 
Research on Emotions. For some 
of us, though, her most important 
role to date has been as Sociology 
Program Director for the National 
Science Foundation, where she 
tirelessly advocated for theoreti-
cally grounded, empirically sophis-
ticated, and innovative sociological 
research. Richard was elected 
as Vice President of the Pacific 
Sociological Association, was 
chosen for multiple positions in 

SPQ
From Page 1

Seeking Donations:  
Digitizing Editorial Archives
At its meeting in March, ASA Council voted to invite mem-
bers desiring to preserve the 588 boxes of manuscripts and 
other editorial materials from 1990–2010 to send contribu-
tions toward digitization to the ASA Executive Office, to be 
received by June 15, 2015. Any donation must be made 
with the explicit understanding that ASA Council retains 
complete authority to decide when and how the Association 
can provide access to these digitized records for scholarly 
research. For background information and full details on how 
to donate to this initiative, see www.asanet.org/journals/Do-
nationsDigitizingEditorRecords.cfm.

Jan Stets and Richard Serpe
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Brandn Green, Bucknell University; 
Kristal Jones, Penn State University; and 

Carl Milofsky, Bucknell University

On April 1, 2014, the White 
House tweeted with the hashtag 

#7MillionAndCounting, in reference 
to the surge of applications for health 
insurance through the federal and 
state-run Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
Marketplaces. A volunteer group of 
faculty and students in rural central 
Pennsylvania helped perhaps 150 of 
those 7 million individuals submit 
an application online and offered 
counsel to many more whose cir-
cumstances were more complex than 
a simple online application could 
handle. As sociologists at a liberal 
arts university, we are interested in 
research questions about inequality 
and exclusion in access to health care 
in the rural context. As educators, we 
have used the volunteer opportu-
nity that the ACA has offered our 
students to support their engagement 
with the local region—from which 
they are otherwise often sequestered. 
And as private citizens, we have all 
experienced a range of emotional 
and intellectual challenges in trying 
to understand, explain, and work 
within the unwieldy health care 
and social service systems of which 
the ACA is a part. Along the way, 
we have gained a first-hand look 
at how expanding access to health 
insurance impacts access to health 
care in the broader context of rural 
communities.

Understanding Health in the 
Rural Context

Two years ago, a superintendent 
of a local school district asked us 
to help him with an evaluation of 
the health impacts of building a 
new track at the high school. His 
hope was that by creating a central, 
public space for exercise, activity 
in the community would increase 
and with it physical health and 
social well-being. We created an 
evaluation project that drew on a 
broad range of actors and interested 
individuals in a wide radius around 
the school itself, in order to fully 
understand the scope of health-
related services, organizations, and 
activities that might contribute to 
community health and well-being. 
We received an ASA Community 

Action Research Initiative <www.
asanet.org/funding/fundinggrants.
cfm> grant to support our research 
along with several of our students, 
and over the course of a summer, we 
interviewed 30 key informants and 
the students completed an inven-
tory of health associations to better 
understand the influences at work in 
our region.

One of the people we met was a 
woman named Bette, who runs a 
free health clinic in a small town in 
the region. When we asked Bette 
what the most important issues 
related to community and pub-
lic health were in the region, she 
answered without hesitation, “a lack 
of infrastructure to implement the 
Affordable Care Act.” She told us 
that there were no federal resources 
being disbursed in our area 
(Pennsylvania received $2 million in 
federal funding for Navigator orga-
nizations, all of which are located 
in the urban center of southeastern 
or southwestern Pennsylvania), that 
the local political leaders had all 
opposed the ACA along party lines, 
and that social service and nonprofit 
agencies were not adequately orga-
nized to provide help to their clients 
who might benefit from the ACA 
and access to affordable insurance. 
She connected these issues to the 
broader context of a lack of health 
literacy in a region without a robust 
network of health care institutions, 
and she suggested that there was 
much work to be done in educat-
ing people about the ACA and then 
providing enrollment assistance.

Implementing ACA in Rural PA
After talking to Bette, we became 

interested in ACA implementation 
in our region as a research proj-
ect, a teaching opportunity, and a 
personal interest of all involved. We 
reached out to a health advocacy 
organization, the Pennsylvania 
Health Access Network based in 
Philadelphia, and received training 
in educating the public about the 
framework and basic features of 
the ACA. Throughout early fall 
2013, we gave public presentations 
in towns across the region. People 
asked us at the end of talks, how can 
I check this out? Our answer was, by 
calling a toll-free phone number or 

online. Access 
to the Internet 
and computers, 
as well as com-
puter skills, are 
not, however, 
realistic for 
many rural 
residents and 
in many rural 
communities. 
This is where  
technologically 
savvy under-
graduates with 
an interest in 
helping others, learning about pub-
lic health, and getting to know the 
community in which their universi-
ties are located enter. In addition 
to technological challenges, many 
residents with whom we spoke were 
not personally familiar with health 
insurance, and wanted the chance to 
see the Marketplace options and talk 
about their choices with someone 
in person. 

Initially, we thought that perhaps 
we could support social service 
agencies in the region in their imple-
mentation plans. However, in a state 
that has neither expanded Medicaid 
nor put any resources toward ACA 
education or enrollment, there sim-
ply was not a mandate for any gov-
ernment agency to help. Our interest 
in creating place-based educational 
experiences for students and our 
personal desire to help implement 
the ACA led us to create the Central 
Susquehanna Affordable Care Act 
Project. Four faculty coordinators, 
one project coordinator, and Bette, 
the manager of the local free clinic, 
as well as 25 students from a range 
of disciplines went through the 
federal training to become Certified 
Application Counselors, and have 
provided enrollment assistance at 
local libraries, churches, and the 
free clinic since November. We 
advertised our project in the local 
newspaper and on the radio, and 
we consistently received calls from 
individuals looking for help as well 
as from local social service agencies 
and state representatives’ offices. 

Lessons Learned
Providing enrollment assistance 

has generated research questions 

related to rural livelihoods and access 
to health care in the context of the 
ACA. Eligibility for a tax credit to 
supplement the cost of insurance, for 
example, is based on income level, 
with those falling below 100 percent 
of the Federal Poverty Line chan-
neled out of the Marketplace and 
into the Medicaid system. However, 
Medicaid expansion was ruled by 
the Supreme Court to be a state-level 
decision, and Pennsylvania to date 
has declined the offer of funding 
for expansion. This creates what 
is referred to as the Medicaid gap, 
which is especially pronounced in 
rural areas where people have fam-
ily and social networks that allow 
them to get by on very low incomes. 
Helping our students understand 
these and many other complex 
aspects of health and social service 
policies has broadened their grasp 
of how politics, policy, and place-
specific characteristics can create 
particular types of inequalities. Some 
of them participated  in a rally in 
the capital in mid-April to express 
their support for Medicaid expan-
sion. As educators, we are proud of 
our students for translating learning 
into actions, and are excited for the 
ongoing contributions that the ACA 
project can make to our community 
in a variety of ways—from providing 
education and enrollment assistance 
to increasing political awareness and 
engagement. 
Brandn Green has a PhD in rural sociol-
ogy and is Director of the Place Studies 
Program at Bucknell University. Kristal 
Jones has a PhD in rural sociology and is 
the coordinator of the Central Susquehanna 
Affordable Care Act Project. Carl Milofsky 
is a Professor in the Sociology Department 
at Bucknell University.

Sociologists Tackle Access to Health Care in a Rural Community

The students, faculty, and community partners of the Central Susque-
hanna Affordable Care Act Project.
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Olga V. Mayorova, Higher School of 
Economics (Perm)

About two years ago, I left my 
wonderful job at the ASA and 

moved to Russia to become an 
Associate Professor at the Higher 
School of Economics (HSE). The 
school is based in Moscow, with 
three other campuses including 
one in Perm—the city where I was 
born. Even though the Perm campus 
did not have a sociology program I 
knew immediately where I wanted 
a teaching position and where I 
could make the most contribu-
tion. Since the move, my life has 
been an amazing adventure and a 
challenge at the same time. I had to 
relearn Russian in some ways, teach 
research methods and statistics to 
students majoring in management, 
jump through bureaucratic hoops in 
the process of licensing a sociology 
program in Perm, co-edit a working 
paper series for Russian sociolo-
gists writing in English. In addi-
tion, I head the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Department, consult 
and mentor junior faculty on their 
research projects, and participate 
in the university’s domestic and 
international recruitment efforts. All 
while keeping up with my ongoing 
research projects and becoming 
involved in new ones in partnership 
with leading Russian and Western 
scholars.

Having only completed industri-
alization in the 20th century, Russia 
is currently making an exceptional 
effort to build a post-industrial 
economy based on knowledge 
production. The key to such 
economy is the system of education, 
which is now undergoing dramatic 
restructuring. My university is at 
the front of educational reforms, 
and I am proud to be a part of this 
process and to have the opportu-
nity to contribute my knowledge, 
experience, and efforts to it. There 
are many other scholars who have 
joined HSE in recent years and I 
will let them tell in their own words 
what research, teaching, and life in 
general are like in Russia.

Sarah B. Spencer, Assistant 
Professor, HSE (Moscow)

While earning my doctoral 
degree the University of Chicago, I 
conducted my dissertation research 
in Russia. I have also worked at 
other universities in Russia, so 
when the opportunity to teach at 
HSE opened up, I was excited at the 
prospect of returning to the country. 
HSE draws on strong Russian 
traditions of teaching and research, 
introducing innovations in both 
areas. While supporting their strong 
local and national reputation, HSE 
is expanding its international repu-
tation through increased academic 
mobility and increased publica-
tions in English-language journals. 
Academic mobility includes student 
exchange programs, a new interna-
tional sociology MA program, plac-
ing alumni into graduate programs 
in the United States and Europe, 
and finally, hiring an increasing 
number of sociology PhDs from the 
United States and Europe. 

Scholarly research is of central 
significance at HSE, and many 
faculty members are affiliated with 
a research center (or “laboratory”) 
where they attend workshops and 
collaborate with others with similar 
research interests. Publishing in 
English-language journals is empha-
sized more strongly than at many 
other Russian universities, but local 
HSE faculty continue to publish 
in Russian-language journals 
and monographs. HSE welcomes 
collaboration between local and 
international faculty, which can lead 
to top-quality English-language 
publications. 

HSE is known for its specializa-
tion in economic sociology, but 
other areas of sociology are also 
well developed. Undergraduate and 
masters’ students receive excel-
lent training in research methods. 
Unlike in the United States, all soci-
ology undergraduate students write 
senior theses with some original 
research. Most undergraduate and 
masters’ students pay no tuition, 
which means they can focus more 
on their studies. Students here are 
hardworking and take their studies 
seriously, but also find time to make 
friends and have fun. From a strong 
domestic university, HSE is becom-

ing an increasingly 
international place 
to study, teach, and 
conduct research. 

Eduard Ponarin, 
Professor, HSE (St. 
Petersburg)

At HSE, I lead 
the Laboratory for 
Comparative Social 
Research (LCSR), 
which was established 
at HSE in November 
2010 when Professor 
Ronald Inglehart 
and I were awarded a 
“Mega-grant” by the 
government of the 
Russian Federation. 
The purpose of the 
government’s “Mega-
grant” program is 
to attract leading 
Western scientists to 
Russian universities. 
LCSR aims to develop 
rigorous quantitative 
and comparative research in Russian 
social science. The joint effort of 
international and Russian scholars 
within the Laboratory is bringing 
comparative sociology in HSE to the 
forefront of international research. 
The focus of research is on compara-
tive studies of social change—the 
analysis of cross-sectional and 
longitudinal data.

LCSR is based in the Moscow 
and St. Petersburg campuses. It 
employs about 30 people, includ-
ing Ronald Inglehart and Christian 
Welzel. Additionally, LCSR has 
developed a network of about 50 
associated scholars, mostly from 
post-socialist countries and Europe, 
who meet three times a year to 
discuss their projects with the 
purpose of publishing in interna-
tional peer-reviewed journals. LCSR 
has a stake in bringing up a new 
generation of Russian scholars. Our 
junior colleagues have published in 
top journals such as the Journal of 
Conflict Management and Resolution 
and World Politics and some of 
them have entered graduate pro-
grams of Columbia, Princeton, and 
Michigan.

Benjamin Lind, Assistant Professor, 
HSE (Moscow)

Moscow offers an incredible living 
laboratory ripe for social research. 
In terms of basic demographics, it 
counts approximately 12 million 
inhabitants within the federal city 
limits. The diverse ethnic composi-
tion of the city includes not only 
Russians, but also Tatars, Ukrainians, 
along with the many immigrant 
groups from the Caucasus region and 
Central Asian states. The political 
climate in Moscow has been incred-
ibly dynamic, especially given Russia’s 
heightened role in international 
relations in addition to notoriously 
contentious domestic legislation. This 
political climate emerges from a state 
founded 22 years ago and one that in 
many ways carries the institutional 
legacy of perhaps the greatest social 
experiment of the 20th century. 
Scholars interested in immigration, 
urban sociology, political sociology, 
and historical institutionalists would 
certainly find the setting stimulating.

Beyond research, the city’s 
dynamism can be felt in everyday 
life. Each day the city’s metro system 
carries millions of passengers. 

international perspectives

Russian Academia: Building an Information Society and Global Ties

Continued on Page 13
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Shani Adia Evans (Council/
Leadership Campaign MFP)
Undergraduate 
Institution: 
Amherst 
College
Graduate 
Institution: 
University of 
Pennsylvania

Shani 
Adia Evans 
is a doctoral candidate at the 
University of Pennsylvania. She 
completed a BA in Anthropology at 
Amherst College and an MSEd in 
Education Policy at the University 
of Pennsylvania. Prior to begin-
ning doctoral study, Shani worked 
at Research for Action, a non-
profit educational research firm, 
where her projects focused on high 
school reform and community 
organizing for education. Shani’s 
research and teaching interests 
include education, inequality, 
race, and qualitative methods. 
Her work considers the relation-
ship between the organization of 
schooling and the reproduction 
of inequality. In her dissertation, 
which uses qualitative methods 
to examine college preparation 
and choice among first-generation 
college students, she considers how 
students’ relationships with teach-
ers, and other aspects of their high 
school experience, may shape their 
postsecondary trajectories. Shani’s 
other research focuses on school 
choice in urban communities, 
including conducting an ethno-
graphic study of the admissions 
process at an academically selective 

public school. She is also collabo-
rating on two papers about school 
choice processes among urban 
middle-class parents. Shani’s work is 
supported by the National Academy 
of Education/Spencer Dissertation 
Fellowship.

Ryan Gabriel (MSS/ABS MFP)
Undergraduate Institution: Utah 
State University 
Graduate Institution: University of 
Washington

Ryan Gabriel 
is a doctoral 
student at the 
University of 
Washington. 
He earned his 
BA in sociol-
ogy at Utah 
State University. 
While at Utah 
State, Ryan was in the Sociology 
Honors Program and President 
of Alpha Kappa Delta. Ryan has 
multiple research interests includ-
ing investigating research that 
shows an enduring impact of 
lynching between 1882 and 1930 
in the southern United States and 
contemporary white-on-black 
homicide. While previous research 
links this violence to lynching, 
the mechanisms responsible for 
the relationship remain obscure. 
Ryan’s goal is to define and estimate 
intervening institutional- and 
population-based mechanisms that 
contribute to a collective memory of 
racial domination. In addition, he 
is a co-founder of the Seattle Urban 
Research Group (SURG). This 
group integrates undergraduates, 
graduate students, and professors 

in investigating sociological issues 
within Seattle’s vibrant culture. 
SURG is currently using quantita-
tive spatial analysis, visual sociol-
ogy, along with demographic and 
historical methodology to create an 
in-depth descriptive study of the 
stratification associated with racial 
residential segregation at the block 
level within select integrated tracts 
in Seattle. Lastly, for his dissertation, 
Ryan is researching the residential 
mobility and attainment of mixed-
race couples in the United States.

Jackelyn Hwang (AKD MFP)
Undergraduate 
Institution: 
Stanford 
University
Graduate 
Institution: 
Harvard 
University

Jackelyn 
Hwang is 
a PhD candidate in sociology 
and social policy at Harvard 
University and a doctoral fellow 
in the Multidisciplinary Program 
in Inequality and Social Policy at 
the Harvard Kennedy School. She 
received a BAS with honors in 
sociology and mathematics from 
Stanford University, where she 
conducted research on the social 
construction of neighborhoods dur-
ing gentrification. After graduating 
from Stanford, she was a project 
manager for a community-based 
charter school in West Philadelphia. 
These experiences inspired her 
research interest in how racial and 
ethnic inequality both impacts and 
is impacted by gentrification and 

the recent housing crisis. Drawing 
on innovative forms of data to 
measure neighborhood character-
istics, her dissertation examines the 
role of immigration in the evolution 
of gentrification in U.S. cities. In 
particular, this work sheds light on 
how race-based residential selection 
processes and racial and ethnic 
compositional changes intersect to 
reproduce neighborhood inequal-
ity. Her other projects examine how 
segregation is associated with sub-
prime lending and the foreclosure 
recovery. Her research is supported 
by the National Science Foundation, 
the Harvard Graduate Society, the 
Joint Center for Housing Studies, 
the Taubman Center for State and 
Local Government, and the Institute 
for Quantitative Social Science.

Yvonne Y. Kwan (Council/
Leadership Campaign MFP)
Undergraduate 
Institution: 
University of 
California–San 
Diego 
Graduate 
Institutions: 
University of 
California-Los 
Angeles and 
University of California-Santa Cruz

Yvonne Y. Kwan is a doctoral can-
didate in sociology at the University 
of California-Santa Cruz. Yvonne’s 
teaching and research interests 
include race, Asian Americans, 
language, identity, trauma, and 
methodology. Her dissertation 
addresses Cambodian Americans 

Introducing MFP Cohort 41

ASA and the Minority Fellowship Program (MFP) are pleased to introduce the seven new Fellows who comprise MFP Cohort 41. The MFP Advisory Panel 
met this spring in Washington, DC, to review the large and highly competitive pool of applications. MFP Cohort 41 consists of talented PhD candidates 

with strong and diverse sociological research interests. The new Fellows will officially begin their participation on August 1, 2014. 
The Fellows will attend the 2014 Annual Meeting in San Francisco, where they will take part in a day-long orientation, including a brief history of ASA 

and a series of research and professional development-themed presentations by sociologists (with several former Fellows). The new Fellows will also par-
ticipate in a number of required sessions, events, and workshops, including a breakfast meeting with the members of MFP Cohort 40. They will have the 
opportunity to network with sociologists who share similar interests. MFP Cohort 41 will be introduced individually and as a group during the MFP Benefit 
Reception on Sunday, August 17. 

MFP is celebrating its 40th anniversary year in 2014. Since 2010, MFP has been generously supported in full by Sociologists for Women in Society (SWS), 
Alpha Kappa Delta (AKD), the Midwest Sociological Society (MSS), the Association of Black Sociologists (ABS), the Southwestern Sociological Association 
(SSA), and ASA Council, with more recent support coming from the Pacific Sociological Association (PSA) and the Southern Sociological Society (SSS). 
Support for MFP has also come from significant gifts made by individual ASA members and organizations through the MFP Leadership Campaign in which 
SWS and the Eastern Sociological Society (ESS) participated as donor organizations. 

Shani Adia Evans

Ryan Gabriel

Jackelyn Hwang

Yvonne Y. Kwan

Continued on next page
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and the transgenerational transmis-
sion of trauma, the phenomenon 
in which unspeakable traumas are 
passed (un)consciously from one 
generation to the next. She finds 
that while feelings, particularly ones 
associated with pain and suffering, 
are sensate experiences that are 
embedded in individual bodies, 
the origin and meaning of such 
feelings do not solely come from a 
single body, but instead from the 
collective. To better understand 
such processes, she has pursued eth-
nographic research at a non-profit 
Cambodian school in San Jose for 
the last two years and has conducted 
interviews with and distributed sur-
veys to 1.5 and second generation 
Cambodian Americans. Contrary to 
purely regressive notions of trauma, 
she believes that trauma may be 
productive—in a sense that not only 
allows for engagement with past 
inequalities but also reproduction 
of mundane daily activities. Her 
work is supported by the UC All 
Campus Consortium on Research 
for Diversity and the UC Center for 
New Racial Studies.

Victoria Reyes (Council/
Leadership Campaign MFP)
Undergraduate 
Institution: 
Ohio State 
University
Graduate 
Institution: 
Princeton 
University 

Victoria 
Reyes is a 
PhD candidate in sociology at 
Princeton University. She received 
dual degrees in international studies 
and psychology from Ohio State 
University. Her research interests 
include globalization, economic 
sociology, culture, urban sociology, 
and inequality, and revolve around 
the question “How do meanings, 
social structures, and history 
interact in spaces of international 
exchange?” To answer this, she uses 
a cultural and relational approach 
to focus on three issues. First, 
macro-relationships of globaliza-
tion: In a 2013 International Journal 
of Comparative Sociology article 
she uses globalized travel to argue 

that inequality between countries 
is structured by countries’ relative 
position to one another, and their 
cultural, social, and historical con-
nections rather than their relative 
positions within a world-system. 
In a 2014 Poetics article she shows 
how cultural wealth is constructed 
through internal claims of coun-
tries and external validation of the 
international community. Second, 
using the Subic Bay Freeport Zone, 
Philippines, she examines what she 
calls “global borderlands” –semi-
autonomous, geographic locations 
based on international exchange 
– to explore how unequal relation-
ships between countries are under-
stood and played out in face-to-face 
interactions. Finally, she studies the 
impact of spatial organization on 
variable forms of inequality, com-
bining structural explanations with 
cultural accounts of inequality at 
macro- and micro-levels of analysis.

Sasha Maria Rodriguez (SWS 
MFP #1)
Undergraduate 
Institution: 
University of 
Florida
Graduate 
Institution: 
Stony Brook 
University

Sasha Maria 
Rodriguez is a 
Caribbean-American lesbian activ-
ist and PhD candidate in sociology 
at Stony Brook University. She 
received a BA in sociology from 
the University of Florida, with 
minors in Spanish and women’s 
studies. Her research centers on 
legislative sexual repression as well 
as activist responses in the United 
States and Uganda. Her dissertation 
employs theories of nationalism, 
homo-nationalism, and anti-impe-
rialism and draws on parliamentary 
records, bi-national interviewing, 
and engaged ethnography of LGBTI 
organizations, protests, and events. 
Using these data, her research 
focuses on fostering transnational 
connections that are against rac-
ist and economic violence and, 
ultimately, for the betterment of 
sexual and gender minorities of 
color. Sasha Maria’s other research 
ventures include a forthcoming, 
co-authored book project with 
Darwin Fishman on the political 

Sasha Maria Rodriguez

Victoria Reyes

socialization processes of youth of 
color in New York City. The Dr. W. 
Burghardt Turner Fellowship and 
the Faculty-Staff Dissertation Award 
of Stony Brook University have 
funded her research.

Firuzeh Shokooh Valle (SWS 
MFP #2)
Undergraduate 
Institution: 
University of 
Puerto Rico-
Río Piedras
Graduate 
Institution: 
Northeastern 
University

Firuzeh 
Shokooh Valle is a doctoral candi-
date in sociology at Northeastern 
University. She earned a BA in 
Latin American studies at the 
University of Puerto Rico-Río 
Piedras and a master’s in journal-
ism at Northeastern University. As 
a reporter at one of the main news-
papers in Puerto Rico, she covered 
social movements, violence against 

women and gender politics, racism, 
poverty, and migration. She earned 
numerous national awards for her 
journalistic investigative work. 
She has also done volunteer work 
with grassroots women’s organiza-
tions helping them design social 
media strategies. These experiences 
sparked Firuzeh’s interest in the 
intersection of gender, technology, 
and society as she witnessed the 
emergence of the Internet and social 
media as important spaces and 
instruments for social movement 
activism. Her dissertation project 
analyzes how transnational feminist 
networks, women’s nongovernmen-
tal organizations, and grassroots 
groups in Latin America and the 
Caribbean negotiate and translate 
discourses and practices on gender 
and technology. She has collabo-
rated on publications in the journal 
Social Movement Studies and has a 
chapter on the digital strategies of 
the feminist movement in Puerto 
Rico in the forthcoming publica-
tion Citizen Journalism: Global 
Perspectives, Volume Two.

MFP
From previous page

Firuzeh Shokooh Valle

Those few areas which the metro 
cannot reach can be easily accessed 
by other forms of public transporta-
tion, including buses and electric 
railways. The city is in no shortage 
of local culture, either. The city’s res-
idents have a great appreciation for 
the fine arts and the cuisine reflects 
the area’s ethnic composition, which 
are juxtaposed against internation-
ally recognizable entertainment and 
franchise establishments. While 
knowledge of the Russian language 
is quite useful, it is not required for 
most day-to-day activities.

Conclusion
New opportunities in the grow-

ing Russian economy have attracted 
international faculty with a wide 

range of expertise, skills, and expe-
rience. Each one of them contrib-
utes to the integration of Russian 
academia into the global research 
community. HSE is a young uni-
versity, however, it recognizes the 
importance and potential impact of 
the internationalization process and 
makes an effort to attract interna-
tionally trained scholars and help 
them to make cross-cultural adjust-
ments. These efforts ensure not 
only HSE’s own growth and higher 
placement in the international 
university ratings; they contrib-
ute to the development of social 
sciences in all of Russia. My job as 
HSE faculty now is to help bringing 
sociology teaching and research 
standards in Russian province up to 
international standards. Wish me 
luck. 

Russian Academia
From Page 11

Send Us Your News
Were you recently promoted? Have a book 
published? Or were you quoted in the news? 
Did you win an award? Or maybe you know 
about a funding opportunity or want to promote 
your meeting to other sociologists? Send your announcements 
to Footnotes at footnotes@asanet.org. 
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hardcore enough, nor there enough, 
and I never slept outside, but I 
was in solidarity with the Occupy 
movement.) Someone asked me, 
“When you look at Occupy Oakland 
through the eyes of women, what 
do you see?” My response comes 
from an American, Southern-white, 
progressive, academic, indie-culture 
loving, feminist perspective. 

In contrast with the “scary 
mob riot” image presented in the 
media, at the citywide Oakland 
General Strike, which was called 
for by Occupy Oakland in fall 
2011, I experienced a spirit of love, 
companionship, and solidarity. I 
saw “Grandmothers for Peace,” with 
older women pushing toddlers in 
strollers, “Kindergarten Teachers 
for the 99%” holding signs and 
marching around the city, as well as 
“Veterans for Peace” and “Jews for 
Justice” signs. Some signs repre-
sented the need for universal health-
care, or for quality public schools 
for all children, or a demand to end 
the war in Afghanistan. Others were 

there to represent their union’s soli-
darity with Occupy. Still others were 
there representing a communist 
organization, or a socialist organiza-
tion, or the Green party, or Doctors 
without Borders, or Planned 
Parenthood—just about any Bay 
Area organization with a vision of a 
world where all people have access 
to the resources they need to live 
a life of dignity was represented. I 
saw many other college professors, 
along with journalists, activists, 
artists, nurses, teachers, community 
organizers (including former mem-
bers of the Black Panther Party), 
students, hip-hop artists, nonprofit 
workers, and performers. 

Seeing grandmothers, kinder-
garten teachers, children, perform-
ers, and community organizers all 
together, representing and envi-
sioning a world without violence 
and with quality resources for all, 
was beautiful. In collaboration, we 
created for that moment the type 
of society we wanted to be part of, 
laughing, talking, singing, dancing, 
hugging, crying, and chanting with 
each other as we walked the streets 
of downtown Oakland. People in 

office buildings looked down and 
made heart and thumbs up gestures 
and clapping as we passed. As 
refrains of “Who are the 99? We 
are the 99!” and “Tell me what you 
want, what you really want: Justice!” 
rang through the city streets, I felt a 
camaraderie with these thousands 
of people I had never met before 
and might not meet again. It was 
magical. The central message, really, 
was love and solidarity in commu-
nity. The spirit, the vision, the sense 
of community, and the embodi-
ment of a different world, a peaceful 
world we could create together left 
a mark on my psyche. This beauty 
is at the heart of my Oakland narra-
tive, and no dominant narrative can 
pry it from me.  

Oakland at the Meeting
On the “Evolving Oakland 

Walking Tour” at the 2014 Annual 
Meeting, we will explore the 
gentrified and artified narratives in 
Oakland surrounding the forma-
tion of community benefit and 
business improvement districts. 
Finally, in the “Evolving Oakland” 
regional session, we will explore 

the gentrification and inequality 
in Oakland alongside community 
engagement and grassroots activ-
ism. Throughout, we explore the 
questions: 
• Who is defining the Oakland 

narrative—outsiders or Oakland 
residents?

• The emerging perception is that 
Oakland is “getting better”…but 
for whom? 

Cynthia Ganote is an Associate Professor 
of Sociology at Saint Mary’s College 
of California in the East Bay. She is a 
member of the 2014 Local Arrangements 
Committee. Sheila Katz, formerly at 
Sonoma State University, is transition-
ing to the Sociology Department at the 
University of Houston, and is chair of the 
2014 Local Arrangements Committee. 
1  http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/04/

fashion/oakland-california-brooklyn-by-
the-bay.html?_r=0

2  http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/08/
travel/45-places-to-go-in-2012.
html?pagewanted=all

3  http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/27/
travel/in-oakland-calif-the-uptown-
neighborhood-blooms.html

4  http://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/26/
fashion/street-style-in-oakland-california.
html

Oakland
From Page 7

Three Sociologists Elected to the National Academy of Sciences

In May, the National Academy of 
Sciences (NAS) announced the 

election of three sociologists—
Peter Bearman, Kathryn Edin, and 
Kathleen Mullan Harris—among 
this year’s 84 new members. These 
newly elected NAS members were 
recognized for their distinguished and 
continuing achievements in original 
research. Members in the Academy, 
considered one of the highest honors 
in American science, help write 
reports on key scientific issues to help 
inform policymakers’ decisions.

Peter Bearman is the Director 
of the Interdisciplinary Center for 
Innovative Theories and Empirics 
(INCITE), the Cole Professor 
of Social Science at Columbia 
University, and Co-Director of the 
Health & Society Scholars Program, 
the Mellon Interdisciplinary 
Training Program, and OHMA at 
Columbia University. A specialist 
in network analysis, he co-designed 
the National Longitudinal Study of 
Adolescent Health. He is the author 
of Doormen (University of Chicago 

Press, 2005) and is an editor of the 
Handbook of Analytical Sociology 
(Oxford University Press, 2009) 
and edits (with Peter Hedstrom) a 
series on analytical sociology at the 
Princeton University Press (PASS). 
Bearman is currently investigat-
ing the social determinants of the 
autism epidemic. In addition, he is 
working on the dynamics of lynch-
ing in the Deep South, violence in 
Northern Ireland, the analysis of 
event and relational sequences, and 
qualitative research design. 

Kathryn Edin is a Distinguished 
Bloomberg Professor in the 
Department of Sociology, Zanvyl 
Krieger School of Arts and Sciences 
and Department of Population, 
Family, and Reproductive Health, 
Bloomberg School of Public Health 
at Johns Hopkins University. She is 
one of the nation’s leading poverty 
researchers, deploying ethnographic 
observations, in-depth interviews, 
and mixed method approaches to 
work within the domains of welfare 
and low-wage work, family life, and 

neighborhood contexts. She has 
taken on key mysteries about the 
urban poor that have not been fully 
answered by quantitative work. Edin 
has authored or co-authored six 
books and some 50 journal articles. 
Her 2005 book, Promises I Can Keep: 
Why Poor Women Put Motherhood 
before Marriage, co-authored with 
Maria Kefalas, sought to answer 
the question why were so many 
low-income women having children 
without marrying. The book has 
become a classic in the field. 

Kathleen Mullan Harris is the 
James Haar Distinguished Professor 
of Sociology at the University of 
North Carolina-Chapel Hill. Her 
research focuses on inter-relation-
ships among family, poverty, and 
social policy. Harris is Director 
and Principal Investigator of the 
National Longitudinal Study of 
Adolescent Health (Add Health), 
a longitudinal study of more than 
20,000 teens who are followed into 
young adulthood. With Add Health 
data, Harris is studying health 

disparities, the acculturation of 
immigrant youth, and the family 
formation behavior of young adults, 
including non-marital childbear-
ing, cohabitation and marriage. 
Under Harris’ leadership, the next 
wave of Add Health is expanding its 
biological data collection to bridge 
biological and social sciences in 
the study of developmental and 
health trajectories from adolescence 
into young adulthood. Harris was 
elected president of the Population 
Association of America 2008-09.

The 2014 NAS election was held 
during the annual meeting of the 
Academy. NAS is a private organi-
zation of scientists and engineers 
dedicated to the furtherance of 
science and its use for the general 
welfare. The Academy acts as an 
official adviser to the federal govern-
ment, upon request, in any matter 
of science or technology. Additional 
information about the institution 
and a full directory of NAS members 
can be found at www.nasonline.
org/. 
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impact the number of students who 
consider sociology as a viable field 
for their advanced study (college 
majors and minors). To accomplish 
this, the project co-PIs will conduct 
a workshop for 25 social studies 
teachers in one school district in 
Pennsylvania. The authors seek 
to expose project participants to 
various ASA-endorsed sociology 
teaching materials and ideas, to 
facilitate their sustained use of these 
materials long after completion of 
the workshop, and to encourage 
their contributions of additional 
materials and lesson ideas to the 
existing repository. This project 
may serve as a model for other such 
workshops to promote sociology 
early in the educational pipeline.
Amanda K. Damarin, Georgia 
Perimeter College, $7000 for 
Employer Use of Internet-Based 
Labor Market Intermediaries: 
Consequences for Inequality.

Labor market intermediar-
ies affect employment inequality 
because of the unevenness with 
which they connect workers with 
jobs and through their impact 
on perceptions of job candidates. 
Conventional wisdom suggests 
the anonymity of the Internet 
minimizes discrimination, but the 
researchers question this assump-
tion. For example, access to and 
use of Internet sources is unequally 
structured such that younger and 
higher income people have greater 
access. They suggest decisions about 
hiring strategies vary along several 
dimensions including required 
skill-level, type of position, and 
ascribed identities. New Internet-
based intermediaries, including 
job posting sites, social networking 
services, and search engines, have 
been described as both levelers and 
reinforcers of inequality, accord-
ing to the researchers. Among the 
research questions asked are: Are 
different intermediaries used for 
different kinds of jobs in differ-
ent labor markets? Do employers 
associate particular intermediaries 
with characteristics of people? And, 
do employers use intermediary cues 
to sort through candidates? The 

Jennifer Karas Montez, Case 
Western Reserve University, $6950 
for Explaining Inequalities in 
Women’s Mortality across U.S. States. 

Women’s mortality increased 
in over 40 percent of U.S. coun-
ties between 1992 and 2006, with 
a strong geographic pattern. It 
is unknown whether the pat-
tern reflects differences between 
geographic areas in the composition 
of their populations (e.g., women’s 
education levels) or structural 
characteristics of the areas (e.g., 
sociopolitical orientation). One 
reason the pattern is poorly under-
stood is a lack of appropriate data. 
This proposal seeks funds to explain 
the geographic pattern at the state 
level by analyzing the restricted-
use National Health Interview 
Survey Linked Mortality File. The 
researcher hypothesizes that behav-
iors linked to premature death, 
such as smoking, are a function of 
a state’s structural characteristics. 
She predicts that regional varia-
tion and educational attainment 
will explain a large portion of the 
variance in mortality rates. This pro-
posal targets a relatively new area of 
interdisciplinary research on health 
disparities in which sociologists are 
becoming more central.
Zulema Valdez, University of 
California-Merced, and Nancy 
Plankey Videla, Texas A&M 
University, $5570 for The Effects 
of Legal Status on the Social and 
Economic Incorporation of Mexican-
Origin Mixed Status Families in the 
Southwest. 

The proposal’s authors sug-

gest that unauthorized Mexican 
immigrants face barriers in the 
United States based on their legal 
status, which affects their social 
and economic integration. Yet, the 
investigators claim that few research-
ers have examined “unauthorized 
status” as a central determinant of 
Mexican incorporation in the United 
States; fewer researchers address 
how unauthorized status affects the 
incorporation trajectories of families 
and households, especially “mixed 
status” households. This study 
highlights the role of family and 
household structure on trajectories 
of integration, including the uneven 
incorporation experiences of family 
members within the same house-
hold. This is stage two of a two-stage 
project, where stage one was a 
Mobile Consular Survey of Mexican 
immigrants at two points in time. 
The researchers will conduct focus 
groups to extend their survey work 
on the household strategies that 
respondents employ to overcome the 
stigma of an unauthorized status.
Michaela Soyer and Gary Zajac, 
both at the Justice Center for 
Research, Pennsylvania State 
University, $7000 for Fatal Choices? 
– Investigating the Emergence of 
Negative Turning Points in the Lives 
of Young Male Offenders.

The project uses a life course 
approach to focus on the social 
processes surrounding the devel-
opment of negative turning points 
in the life of 25 juvenile offenders 
who were sentenced as adults. The 
authors will investigate how nega-
tive turning points manifest, using 

a research design consisting of 
three parts: 1) life-course inter-
views with male inmates who were 
adjudicated as adults for crimes 
they committed when underage, 
2) interviews with at least three 
members of the original respon-
dents’ social network outside of 
prison, and 3) a content analysis of 
the case summary files containing 
offending history, work history, 
and socio-economic background. 
The interviews will solicit informa-
tion about periods in the offend-
ers’ lives, including family status, 
activities, schooling, confronta-
tions with the law, what they might 
have done differently, and what 
might have helped them to move 
to a different path. The primary 
purpose of the project is to con-
nect juvenile justice policy with 
theoretical advances in life course 
research and to move juvenile jus-
tice policy away from its reliance 
on actuarial methods. 
Sean Kelly, University of Pittsburgh, 
$7000 for Enhancing the Sociology 
Pipeline: A Capacity-Building 
Workshop for Secondary Social 
Studies Teachers. 

Degree growth in sociology 
has failed to keep pace with rising 
enrollment trends in higher educa-
tion. Few students come to college 
knowing much about sociology, 
and students tend to come to the 
major late in their college careers. 
This proposal seeks to promote 
sociology concepts and skills across 
the high school social studies cur-
riculum, better prepare high school 
students for college, and positively 

ASA Awards Six Grants for the Advancement of Sociology 
Member donations are needed to continue advancing the discipline

Continued on Page 16

The American Sociological Association (ASA) announced six awards from the December 2013 round of the 
Fund for the Advancement of the Discipline (FAD). Co-funded by ASA and the National Science Foundation 

(NSF) and administered by the ASA, FAD provides seed money (up to $7,000) to PhD scholars for innovative 
research projects and scientific conferences that advance the discipline through theoretical and methodological 
breakthroughs. Funding decisions are made by an advisory panel composed of members of ASA’s Council and the 
Director of Research and Development.

Member donations help build the strong FAD tradition and maintain current funding levels. Therefore, we are 
asking ASA members to provide the donations needed to allow us to continue to fund six or seven proposals per 
cycle (December 15 and June 15). Individuals can contribute online (by logging into the ASA website and clicking 
on “contribute”), by phone at (202) 383-9005, or by sending contributions to FAD, c/o Business Office, American 
Sociological Association, 1430 K Street NW, Suite 600, Washington, DC 20005.

Below is a list of the latest FAD Principal Investigators (PIs) and a brief description of their projects from the 
December 13 round of the project.
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The American Academy of 
Political and Social Science 

(AAPSS) inducts a handful of 
Fellows each year in recognition of 
their contributions to the improve-
ment of society through research 
and influence over public policy. 
Since the founding of its Fellows 
program in 2000, AAPSS has 
inducted 93 distinguished scholars 
and public servants, a large portion 
of them sociologists, as Fellows. The 
2014 sociologist Fellows of the 
Academy are:

Greg Duncan, whose research 
explores early intervention 
programs for children and how 
children’s behaviors and skills at a 
young age impact their longer-term 
well-being. He is a Distinguished 
Professor in the Department of 
Education at the University of 
California, Irvine, and an adjunct 
faculty member at the Institute for 
Policy Research at Northwestern 
University.

Kathryn Edin, a sociologist 
whose work has focused on social 
welfare, urban poverty, nonmarital 

childbearing and family life. She 
is a Professor in the Department 
of Sociology at the Johns Hopkins 
Krieger School of Arts and Sciences.

Heidi Hartmann, an economist 
who is founder and President of 
the Institute for Women’s Policy 
Research, a research organization 
in Washington, DC. Her work 
addresses the effects of public policy 
on women’s lives and on their 
participation and engagement in the 
labor force.

“We’re very pleased that each of 
these extraordinarily accomplished 
individuals will join the Academy 
this year,” said Douglas Massey, 
Princeton University and President of 
the AAPSS. “Each has made essential 
contributions to our understanding 
of how American society functions 
and whether our public policies 
act in the common good. They are 
distinguished public servants and 
scholars, and we are privileged to 
have them among us.” Duncan, Edin, 
and Hartmann officially joined the 
Academy on May 8, 2014, in a cer-
emony in Washington, DC.  

PI will collect and analyze data 
via semi-structured, in-depth 
interviews with human resource 
personnel, hiring managers, and 
employment recruiters in the 
Atlanta area.
Emily Ryo, University of 
Southern California, $7000 for 
Immigrant Detention Study.

Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) operates the 
largest detention and supervised 
release program in the United 
States. In 2011, more than 
400,000 immigrants were held in 
250 detention centers around the 
country at a cost of more than $2 
billion, according to the author. 
This proposed study will focus 
on family members of detainees 
using legal documents to exam-
ine bond hearings availability and 
the legal process for detainees 
and their families, as well as 

conducting a survey and inter-
views with families. The author 
proposes to investigate three 
questions about long-term immi-
gration detention in the United 
States: What are the social, 
economic, legal, and health con-
sequences of long-term detention 
on immigrants, their families, 
and their communities? What 
is the nature of bond hearings 
available to long-term immigrant 
detainees, and how do the detain-
ees and their families experience 
and navigate this legal process? 
What is the feasibility of apply-
ing methodological innovations 
in research on incarceration/
reentry to a longitudinal study 
of difficult-to-reach immigrant 
populations? 
We encourage ASA members to sub-
mit applications. Potential applicants 
can send inquiries to research@asanet.
org. For more information, visit www.
asanet.org/funding/fad.cfm. 

The AAPSS Elects Three Sociologists 
among its 2014 Fellows

FAD
From Page 15

This editorial reflects on an error 
in the first edition of my book on 

mental illness (1966; 1984; 1999) 
in one of the nine propositions. 
The first eight were supported by 
data gathered in 
my Wisconsin 
study. In the 1966 
version, however, 
the ninth was 
unsupported. 

Among 
residual 
rule-breakers, labeling is the 
single most important cause 
of careers of residual deviance. 
(pp. 92-93)
Although the book attracted 

favorable attention, the 9th proposi-
tion was attacked. The error was 
corrected in the second and third 
editions, but apparently too late 
to change the impression given 
initially. As a result, those research-
ers whose studies upheld labeling 
effects referred to “modified labeling 
theory.” (e.g., Link, et al, 1989; Davis 
et al. 2012) Perhaps that would have 
been unnecessary had they refer-
enced the 1984 or 1999 editions. 

Recently, I thought of a reason for 
my error. My experience with men-
tal health systems had been, for the 
most part, observations on wards 
of mental hospitals (Stockton State 
and Camarillo State, CA; Mendota 
State, WI; Schenley Hospital near 
London; and a mental hospital in 
Rome). Since I talked to patients 
and witnessed their interactions, I 
quickly realized that most of them 
were free of symptoms and had 
been for years. The great majority of 
the patients were not symptomatic, 
that is to say, “mentally ill.” In these 
cases, their label was the ONLY 
cause of their continuing imprison-
ment, as implied in the original 

ninth proposition. When I wrote 
the book in the early sixties, I was 
remembering and referring to the 
abuses the patients suffered (for 
examples, see Scheff 2012).

It is now 
obvious that my 
subsequent cor-
rection was either 
not seen or just 
ignored. I should 
have known that 
when a mistake 

has been made, it should be cor-
rected quickly, loudly, and widely. 
A better direction, perhaps, is to 
ignore the errors in order to move 
ahead with further research on 
labeling. Another direction would 
be to put all nine propositions to 
test in new settings instead of wor-
rying about the past.  
Thomas Scheff, University of California–
Santa Barbara

In 1966, when Being Mentally Ill was 
published, Thomas Schiff was the first 
person to apply the insights of labeling 
theory to the case of mental illness. The 
debate over the impact of underlying 
neurological characteristics of the men-
tally ill, relative to the impact of social 
labeling, continues today.
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*Thanks to Bengt Starrin and Bernie 
Berk for their help.

Labeling Theory in Retrospect

Add Us to Your E-mail Address Book
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e-newsletter ASA Member News and Notes, renewal 
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Call for Papers
Publications

Environmental Sociology is a new 
journal dedicated to applying and 
advancing the sociological imagina-
tion in relation to a wide variety of 
environmental challenges, controver-
sies and issues, at every level from the 
global to local, from world culture to 
diverse local perspectives. New papers 
submissions are now invited. Contact: 
Stewart Lockie at stewart.lockie@jcu.
edu.au. For more information, visit 
www.tandfonline.com/rens. 

Conferences
The Global Awareness Society Inter-
national’s 24th Annual Conference, 
May 21-24, 2015. Philadelphia, PA. 
Theme: “Social and Economic Impacts 
of Globalization.” Submission papers 
are invited that focus on globalization’s 
effects on social work, sociology, and 
criminal justice. The Global Awareness 
Society International, Inc. strives to 
turn a global vision into a global reality. 
Deadline: March 30, 2015. Contact: 
Hiram Martinez at gasi@bloomu.edu. 
For more information, visit www.orgs.
bloomu.edu/gasi. 

The International Society for Child 
Indicators (ISCI), September 3-4, 
2014, Annie E. Casey Foundation in 
Baltimore, MD. Theme: “A Mentoring 
Workshop for Recent PhDs. and PhD. 
Students in Child Well-being.” The In-
ternational Society for Child Indicators 
will hold mentoring workshop for PhD 
students. This PhD workshop offers the 
opportunity for doctoral students to 
discuss their PhD projects with interna-
tional experts in the fields of qualita-
tive and quantitative research about 
children’s well-being. Deadline: August 
15, 2014. Contact: Robert George at 
rgoerge@chapinhall.org. 

National Social Science Association’s 
(NSSA) meeting, March 29-31, 2015, 
Las Vegas, NV. Theme: “Sociology and/
or Economics of Memory: New and 
Classical Conceptualizations of Mem-
ory, Personal or Commodity, Public or 
Private?” Deadline: December 31, 2014. 
Contact: Noel Packard at packardn@
prodigy.net. 

Pan-American Interdisciplinary 
Conference (PIC), March 13-16, 2015, 
Buenos Aires, Theme: Interdiscipline 
and Transdiscipline: Challenges in the 
XXI Century.” PIC invites scholars from 
all around the globe to present their 
scientific attainments. This is a joint 
summit event organized by: European 
Scientific Institute (ESI), University of 
Flores, Argentina and the University 
of The Azores, Portugal. Along with 
the quality scientific schedule, great 
a social program for the participants 
will be provided. Deadline: January 25, 
2015. Contact: contact@piconference.
net. For more information, visit www.
piconference.net. 

Pacific Sociological Association’s 
(PSA) Annual Meeting, April 1-4, 
2015, Long Beach, CA. “People, Place, 
and Power.” Session/Theme: “Sociol-
ogy and/or Economics of Memory: 
New and Classical Conceptualizations 
of Memory, Personal or Commodity, 
Public or Private?” Deadline: October 
15, 2014. Contact: Noel Packard at 
packardn@prodigy.net. 

Roots/Heritage Tourism in Africa 
and the African Diaspora, February 
12-14, 2015. Miami, FL. Theme: “Case 
Studies for a Comparative Approach.” 
Sponsored by Florida International 
University African & African Diaspora 
Studies Programs. Interested in papers 
about diverse sites of African and 
African diaspora roots/heritage tour-
ism in continental Africa, the Americas, 
Europe, and elsewhere. Deadline: Sep-
tember 30, 2014. Contact: 2015ht@fiu.
edu. For more information, visit www.
africana.fiu.edu.

Slovene Sociological Association 
Annual Meeting, October 24-26, 2014. 
Bohinj. Slovenia. Theme: “Economy and 
Society.” Submissions are invited for 
the international panel of the meet-
ing. Deadline: July 25, 2014. Contact: 
aleksandra.kanjuo-mrcela@fdv.uni-lj.si; 
nbandelj@uci.edu. For more informa-
tion, visit www.sociolosko-drustvo.si/
annual-meeting-of-the-slovenian-soci-
ological-association-2014/72297/. 

The Society for Applied Anthropolo-
gy (SfAA) 75th Annual Meeting, March 
24-28, 2015. Pittsburgh, PA. Theme: 
“Continuity and Change.” Submission 
papers for session papers and posters 
are invited. An association that focuses 
on problem definition and resolution. 
Deadline: October 5, 2014. Contact: 
(405) 843-5113; info@sfaa.net. For 
more information, visit www.sfaa.net. 

Southern Labor Studies Association 
Conference (SLSA), March 5-8, 2015, 
College Park, MD. The Southern Labor 
Studies Association invites people 
interested in the experiences of work-
ing people in the early American or U.S. 
South to propose sessions for our next 
conference. The SLSA defines labor 
and working class studies broadly. 
Deadline: September 1, 2014. Contact: 
Eric Arnesen at arnesengwu@gmail.
com. For more information, visit www.
southernlaborstudies.org. 

Meetings
August 12-15, 2014. Workshop on 
Qualitative Research Methods. Emory 
University, Atlanta, GA. Offering a four-
day workshop on qualitative research 
methods to promote effective use 
of qualitative methods in health and 
population research. For more informa-
tion, visit www.sph.emory.edu/depart-
ments_centers/gh/non_degree_train-
ing_courses/qualitative_research.html. 

August 15, 2014. ASA Sociology of 
Consumers and Consumption Min-
Conference. San Francisco, CA. Theme: 

“From Farm to Table.” Contact: Jeremy 
Schulz at jeremymschulz@gmail.
com. For more information, visit www.
brownpapertickets.com/event/702858.

September 12-13, 2014. Residential 
Inequality in American Neighborhoods 
and Communities. Penn State Strati-
fication Conference, University Park, 
PA. The 20 papers to be presented at 
this conference by leading researchers 
highlight how stratification intersects 
with the residential landscape of the 
United States. For more information, 
visit www.sociology.la.psu.edu/about/
psu-stratcon. 

Funding
The National Institute on Drug 
Abuse (NIDA) announces the avail-
ability of NIH Dissertation Award grants 
(R36) to support drug abuse doctoral 
dissertation research in NIDA areas of 
priority. Areas of focus include research 
based on clinical neuroscience and 
behavior, developmental trajectories, 
epidemiology, prevention, treatment, 
services, and/or women and sex/
gender differences. The application 
deadline is annually on February 16, 
June 16 and October 16. For more 
information, visit www.drugabuse.gov/
funding/funding-priorities. 

Science Learning+ will provide up to 
$14.4 million to support research into 
how learning happens outside the 
classroom, exploring the most effective 
practices and building the evidence 
base in this area. Contact: Dennis Shatz 
at dschatz@nsf.gov. For more informa-
tion, visit www.informalscience.org/
perspectives/news/new-international-
partnership-funding-opportunity-
available-science-learnin. 

Sociological Initiatives Foundation 
invites concept proposals for projects 
that link an explicit research design to 
concrete social action strategy areas 
of civic participation, community 
organizing, crime and law, education, 
health, housing, immigration, labor 
organizing, and language/literacy. 
Projects should also have clear social 
change goals. The grant amount is 
from $10,000 to $20,000. Deadline: 
August 15, 2014. Contact: Prentice 
Zinn at pzinn@gmafoundation.com. 
For more information, visit www.
sifoundation.org/2014/04/foundation-
announces-call-for-concept-applica-
tions-for-2013/. 

Fellowships
The Center for Demography of 
Health and Aging (CDHA) at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison has 
an immediate opening for a postdoc-
toral fellowship in the demography 
of aging and the life course. Recent 
PhDs in sociology are invited to apply 
for this fellowship. Send curriculum 
vitae, a short description of a research 
project to be conducted at the Center, 
three letters of recommendation, and 

copies of publications. Contact: Alberto 
Palloni, at palloni@ssc.wisc.edu. For 
more information, visit www.ssc.wisc.
edu/cdha/docs/Post-DocPositionCD-
HA10-1-2014.pdf.

Competitions
The Horowitz Foundation for Social 
Policy is accepting applications for 
grants for research in the social sci-
ences. Applicants are encouraged 
to submit their proposals no later 
than December 15, 2014, in order to 
permit the Foundation to confirm that 
the proposal is complete and in the 
required format. Awards for 2014 will 
be announced in June 2015. Deadline: 
January 31, 2015. For more informa-
tion, visit www.horowitz-foundation.
org.

The Nineteenth Century Studies 
Association (NCSA) is pleased to 
announce the 2015 Emerging Scholars 
Award. The work of emerging scholars 
represents the promise and long-term 
future of interdisciplinary scholarship 
in 19th-century studies. This award 
will be given to an outstanding article 
or essay published within five years 
of the author’s doctorate. Deadline: 
September 30, 2014. Contact: Paul 
Croce at pcroce@stetson.edu. For more 
information, visit www.ncsaweb.net/
Home/tabid/104/Default.aspx.

The Nineteenth Century Studies 
Association (NCSA) is pleased to an-
nounce the 2015 Article Prize, which 
recognizes excellence in scholarly 
studies focusing on any aspect of the 
long 19th century (French Revolution 
to World War I). Deadline: September 
30, 2014. Contact: Jen Hill at jmhill@
unr.edu. For more information, visit 
www.ncsaweb.net/Home/tabid/104/
Default.aspx.

The Society for Applied Anthropol-
ogy (SfAA) invites paper submis-
sions for the annual Peter Kong-ming 
New Student Research Competition. 
Students at all levels are eligible. The 
papers should be based on original 
research in the area of health or human 
services. Deadline: December 31, 2014. 
Contact: (405) 843-5113; info@sfaa.
net. For more information, visit www.
sfaa.net. 

In the News
Howard E. Aldrich, University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill, was interviewed 
April 21 on “The State of Things,” on 
NPR’s affiliate station, WUNC radio, 
about his American Sociological Review 
study, “Who’s the Boss? Explaining 
Gender Inequality in Entrepreneurial 
Teams,” which he co-authored with 
Tiantian Yang, Duke University.

Karl Alexander, John Hopkins Univer-
sity, and the findings from his study, 
“The Long Shadow: Family Back-
ground, Disadvantaged Urban Youth 
and the Transition to Adulthood,” were 
the focus of a June 3 Mother Jones 
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article, “If You’re Born Poor, You’ll Prob-
ably Stay That Way.” 

Elizabeth A. Armstrong, University 
of Michigan, was quoted and Laura 
Hamilton, University of California-
Merced, was mentioned in a May 28 
Atlantic article about their recent Social 
Psychology Quarterly study on the role 
of “slut discourse” in the female college 
experience. Additionally, the study co-
authored by Elizabeth M. Armstrong, 
University of Michigan, was covered 
by number of other news outlets 
including Slate and TIME.com on May 
28, The Christian Science Monitor and 
NBCNews.com on May 29, the Chicago 
Tribune on May 31, and USA Today on 
June 3. 

Nicoletta Balbo, Bocconi University, 
was quoted and Nicola Barban, Uni-
versity of Groningen, was mentioned in 
a June 3 Chicago Tribune article, “Hav-
ing Babies May Be Contagious Among 
Friends,” about their recent American 
Sociological Review study. The study 
was also covered by a number of other 
media outlets including The Philadel-
phia Inquirer, U.S. News & World Report, 
and the National Journal on May 29 
and The New Republic and FoxNews.
com on May 30. 

Pallavi Banerjee, Vanderbilt Univer-
sity, was quoted in a May 9 Washington 
Post article on H-4 visas. 

Liberty Barnes, University of Cam-
bridge, and her new book, Conceiving 
Masculinity, were recently featured 
in media outlets including Texas 
Public Radio on April 28, The Times 
of London, Voice of Russia, and the 
Cambridge News on May 1, NBCNews.
com on May 5, and The Guardian on 
May 16.

Peter Brandon, University at Albany-
SUNY, and Michael Corey, University 
of Chicago, were mentioned in a June 
7 Venture Beat article on the Facebook-
sponsored, academics-only conference 
they are organizing in advance of 
the ASA Annual Meeting.

Craig Calhoun, London School of 
Economics, was quoted in a June 1 
New York Times “Sinosphere” article, 
“The Rise and fall of the Goddess of 
Democracy.” 

Dan Chambliss, Hamilton College, 
was the subject of an April 13 New 
York Times “Talking Heads” blog article, 
“What Makes a Positive College Experi-
ence?” Chambliss discussed his book, 
How College Works, co-authored with 
Chris Takacs, University of Chicago. 

Robert Crutchfield, University of 
Washington, was interviewed May 
19 on KUOW about research in his 
new book, Get a Job: Labor Markets, 
Economic Opportunity, And Crime.

Sarah Damaske, Penn State University, 
and Arlie Russell Hochschild, Univer-
sity of California-Berkeley, were quoted 
in a May 22 NPR “All Things Considered” 
story and an NPR.org article about how 
for many people work is more relaxing 
than home. 

Peter Dreier, Occidental College, 
wrote a May 9 New York Times op-ed, 
“What Housing Recovery?,” and co-
authored an April 1 Los Angeles Times 
column, “A Local Approach to Bigger 
Paychecks.” His article, “We Are Long 
Overdue for a Paul Robeson Revival,” 
appeared May 7 in the Los Angeles 
Review of Books and he interviewed 
journalist Bill Moyers for the March 
2014 cover story in The Progressive 
magazine. Dreier also wrote April 27 

and May 1 Huffington Post articles 
about the Donald Sterling/L.A. Clippers 
controversy and was interviewed April 
29 on NPR’s “All Things Considered” 
about the Sterling controversy. In 
addition, he wrote April 9 and April 11 
Huffington Post articles titled, “General 
Motors: Another Slap on the Wrist for a 
Crime in the Suites” and “Why is Public 
Television Against Public Schools?,” 
respectively. He also wrote the May 
7 Pasadena Weekly cover story about 
sharing his love for 1960s LP albums 
with his teenage daughter. In May 
2014, the Haas Institute at UC-Berkeley 
released a report, Underwater America 
– How the So-Called Housing Recov-
ery is Bypassing Many Communities, 
co-authored with Gregory Squires, 
George Washington University, and 
three others. The report was covered 
by media outlets including the San Jose 
Mercury, Orlando Sentinel, St. Louis Post 
Dispatch, San Bernardino Sun, Hartford 
Courant, Detroit Metro Times, Reuters, 
and others. Dreier was interviewed 
May 20 on KCRW’s “To the Point” about 
the report. 

Amy Dunckel Graglia, Stony Brook 
University, was quoted in a May 5 
Atlantic Cities article, “The Grey Area in 
‘Pink’ Transportation.” 

Rick Eckstein, Villanova University, was 
quoted in a May 20 NPR.org article, 
“North Carolina Union Seeks to Enlist 
College Athletes.” 

Morten Ender, United States Military 
Academy at West Point, was quoted in 
a May 29 Cicero Magazine article, “Mil-
lennials and the Military.” The article 
features research from his 2014 book, 
The Millennial Generation and National 
Defense, which he co-authored with 
David Rohall, Missouri State Univer-
sity.

Morten Ender and Irving Smith, both 
of the United States Military Academy 
at West Point, were quoted in an Oc-
tober 2013 Pittsburgh Tribune-Review 
article about how military service 
members and their families commu-
nicate via social media and how the 
military trains and regulates commu-
nication technology practices during 
deployments in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Kai Erikson, Yale University, and 
his book Everything in Its Path were 
referenced in a June 1 New York Times 
op-ed, “Our Flinching State of Mind.” 

Amitai Etzioni, George Washington 
University, appeared on the May 6 epi-
sode of “White House Chronicle,” where 
he discussed the U.S. economy and 
declining employment prospects.

Mariah Evans and Jonathan Kelley, 
both University of Nevada-Reno, and 
their research were covered in a May 
27 Pacific Standard article, “Books in the 
Home Are Strongly Linked to Academic 
Achievement.”

Christy Glass, Utah State Univer-
sity, was interviewed as part of a 

May 19 NPR “All Things Considered” 
story about Jill Abramson’s firing and 
whether the ‘glass cliff’ was to blame. 

Alice Goffman, University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison, was the subject of a May 
6 Philadelphia Inquirer article, titled “So-
ciologist Chronicles Tenuous Lives of 
Fugitives” and a New York Times article, 
“Financial Hazards of the Fugitive Life.”  
Her book, On the Ron, was reviewed in 
the June 26 New York Times.

Alexes Harris, University of Washing-
ton, was quoted in a May 19 NPR “All 
Things Considered” story and an NPR.
org article on the rise of court fees and 
their effect on the poor who pay the 
price.

Kevan Harris, Princeton University, was 
quoted in a March 5 NPR “Morning Edi-
tion” story and an NPR.org article about 
how Iranian women are making a push 
for greater opportunities. He was also 
quoted in a March 14 “Morning Edition” 
story and an NPR.org article about how 
“Waiting For Godot” strikes a chord in 
Tehran. Additionally, he was quoted in 
an April 12 “Weekend Edition Saturday” 
story and an NPR.org article about who 
is winning Iran’s culture wars. 

Leta Hong Fincher, Tsinghua Univer-
sity, was interviewed April 18 on NPR’s 
“Morning Edition” about her new book, 
Leftover Women.

Matthew W. Hughey, University of 
Connecticut, was quoted in an April 
29 Buzzfeed article, “University of Ala-
bama’s Sororities Still Resist Integrat-
ing” and a January 24 USA Today article, 
“Some Students See Little Diversity in 
Sorority Rush.”

David Jacobson, University of South 
Florida, wrote a May 11 CNN.com 
op-ed, “What Gives Boko Haram Its 
Strength.”

Carole Joffe, University of California-
San Francisco/Bixby Center for Global 
Reproductive Health, was quoted in 
a May 8 Philadelphia Inquirer article 
about a young woman who posted a 
video of her abortion procedure. She 
was also quoted in a May 31 MSNBC 
report on the fifth anniversary of Dr. 
George Tiller. 

Arne L. Kalleberg, University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill, appeared on the 
BBC Radio program “In the Balance” on 
May 17 and 18 as part of a panel dis-
cussion on the minimum wage and the 
impact of automation on jobs. He was 
also featured on a June 1 Australian 
radio broadcast, “Rear Vision,” about 
finding jobs in the global economy, 
and was quoted in both a June 6 Los 
Angeles Times article about the quality 
of jobs created since the Great Reces-
sion and a June 9 NBCNews.com article 
about the idea of “minimalism” not 
being applicable to the poor.

Erin Kelly, University of Minnesota, 
was quoted in a May 9 Washington 
Post article about her recent American 
Sociological Review study on flexible 

http://www.asanet.org/footnotes
mailto:footnotes@asanet.org
http://www.asanet.org


announcements

footnotes • July/August 2014 19

footnotes.asanet.org American Sociological Association 

109th ASA Annual Meeting | August 16-19, 2014 | San Francisco, CA

save the date

work programs. The study, co-authored 
by Phyllis Moen and Wen Fan, both 
at University of Minnesota, was also 
covered by The Wall Street Journal on 
May 9.

Erin Kelly, University of Minnesota, 
and Stephen Sweet, Ithaca College, 
were quoted in a May 20 New York 
Times article, “For Workers, Less Flexible 
Companies.” 

Carolyn Liebler, University of Min-
nesota, Manuel Pastor, University of 
Southern California, and Sonya Ras-
togi, U.S. Census Bureau, were quoted 
in a June 9 NPR.org article, “What Is 
Your Race? For Millions of Americans, A 
Shifting Answer.”

Michael Lindsay, Gordon College, 
spoke about his new book, View 
from the Top, May 29 on C-SPAN2’s 
“BOOKTV.” His research was highlighted 
in a May 13 Boston Business Journal 
article “What Does it Take to be a Top 
CEO in America? More Than You Might 
Think.” He was also quoted in a May 10 
New York Times article, “Leadership Is 
Often the Family Business at Evangeli-
cal Christian College.” Additionally, he 
wrote a March 11 Harvard Business 
Review blog article, “Loose Ties Are 
Abundant, but Risky, at the Top.”

Brian McKenzie, U.S. Census Bureau, 
was quoted in a May 15 NPR “Morning 
Edition” story and an NPR.org article 
about how across the United States, bi-
cycle commuting is picking up speed.

Tressie McMillan Cottom, Emory 
University, wrote a May 30 post, “No, 
College Isn’t the Answer. Reparations 
Are,” on The Washington Post’s “Post 
Everything” blog. 

Christine H. Morton, Stanford Univer-
sity, was quoted in a May 7 New York 
Times article on solutions to the social 
problem of overuse of Cesarean sec-
tion in the U.S. 

Philip M. Pendergast, University of 
Colorado-Boulder, was quoted in a May 
29 Slate article about his recent Journal 
of Health and Social Behavior study, 
“Obesity (Sometimes) Matters: The Im-
portance of Context in the Relationship 
between Obesity and Life Satisfac-
tion.” The study, co-authored with Tim 
Wadsworth, University of Colorado-
Boulder, was covered by a number of 
other media outlets including the Daily 
Mail and PsychCentral.com on May 30.

Sara Raley, McDaniel College, was 
interviewed June 4 on WNPR about 
transgender issues. 

Barbara Risman, University of 
Illinois-Chicago, was interviewed April 
9 on Wisconsin Public Radio and was 
quoted in a May 30 Pacific Standard 
article, “Stay-at-Home Parenting on the 
Rise Because Mothers Can’t Find Work.”

Kim Scipes, Purdue University North 
Central, did a series of interviews 
nationwide regarding the U.S. efforts 
to utilize social media to undermine 

sovereign governments, such as that 
of Cuba. She was interviewed April 7 
on “Flashpoints” with Dennis Bernstein, 
SyndicatedNews.Net, and Southern 
California Public Radio; April 9 on 
WPFW in Washington, DC; April 11 
on WORT in Madison, WI, and KPFA 
in Berkeley, CA; April 12 on KPOO in 
San Francisco, CA; April 14 on KPFT in 
Houston, TX; April 21 on WUSB in Stony 
Brook, NY; and April 28 on KXYL in 
Brownville/Corpus Christi, TX.

David R. Segal, University of Maryland, 
was interviewed for a June 7 Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review article regarding the 
effect of military participation in air 
shows on military recruiting and main-
taining contact between the armed 
forces and civilian communities.

Jennifer Patrice Sims, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, was interviewed 
June 2 on Wisconsin Public Radio’s 
“Central Time” about her research on 
mixed race identity and mixed race 
people’s experience with the question 
“what are you?” 

John D. Skrentny, University of 
California-San Diego, wrote a May 7 
New York Times op-ed, “Only Minorities 
Need Apply.” 

Christian Smith, University of Notre 
Dame, authored a May 27 essay, “What 
Makes Us Generous,” published on Big 
Questions Online.

Steven Stack, Wayne State University, 
was quoted in a May 1 USA Today 
article, “Newspaper Coverage Linked 
with Youth Suicide Clusters.”

Peter Uhlenberg, University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill, was mentioned in 
a May 30 Milwaukee Journal Sentinel ar-
ticle, “Judge Says He Will Struggle with 
Abortion Admitting Privileges Ruling.”

Stephen Vaisey, Duke University, was 
interviewed May 28 on WUNC about 
his “Measuring Morality,” project. 

Will C. van den Hoonaard, Uni-
versity of New Brunswick and St. 
Thomas University, was quoted in a 
January 30 National Geographic Maga-
zine article in connection with his new 
book, Map Worlds: A History of Women 
in Cartography. 

Diane Vaughan, Columbia University, 
and her 1986 study of the Challenger 
launch decision were referenced in an 
April 18 New York Times op-ed, “Learn-
ing From Korea’s Disaster.”

Edward Walker, University of Califor-
nia-Los Angeles, and his new book, 
Grassroots for Hire: Public Affairs Con-
sultants in American Democracy, were 
the subject of a June 2 Washington Post 
article, “If You Can Fake Spontaneity 
You Have it Made: Five Key Questions 
About the Grassroots Industry.”

Barry Wellman, University of Toronto, 
and his research were cited in a June 2 
Pacific Standard article, “Don’t Fear the 
Network: The Internet Is Changing the 
Way We Communicate for the Better.” 

Robb Willer, Stanford University, and 
his research were featured in an April 
18 Atlantic article, “How to Tap Latent 
Conservative Support for Climate-
Change Policy,” a May 7 The Week article 
“Why Evangelicals and Environmental-
ists Should Join Forces,” and a May 14 
New York Magazine article “How to Win 
Your Next Political Argument.”

Jane Zavisca, University of Arizona, 
was quoted in a June 1 Providence Jour-
nal article “Froma Harrop: The Housing 
Bust and the American Psyche.”

Awards
Hillary Angelo, New York University, 
received a 2013-2014 Mellon/ACLS Dis-
sertation Completion Fellowship. 

Sarah Brayne, Princeton University, 
received a grant from the Horowitz 
Foundation for Social Policy for re-
search in social sciences. 

Kate Brown, Vanderbilt University, re-
ceived a grant from the Horowitz Foun-
dation for Social Policy for research in 
social sciences.

Claudia N. Chaufan, University of 
California-San Francisco, won a Full-
bright Award as the Research Chair in 
North American Integration.

Carolyn Ellis, University of South 
Florida, has been named Distin-
guished University Professor, which 
recognizes senior faculty members 
who have distinguished themselves 
among their peers both within and 
outside USF.

David G. Embrick, Loyola University-
Chicago, Kasey Henricks, American 
Bar Foundation, were recipients of the 
2014 Southwestern Sociological Asso-
ciation Distinguished Paper Award for 
their publication “Discursive Colorlines 
at Work: How Epithets and Stereotypes 
are Racially Unequal” in Symbolic 
Interaction.

Jeremy Fiel, University of Wisconsin-
Madison, received a National Academy 
of Education/Spencer Dissertation 
Fellowship. 

Jack A. Goldstone, George Mason 
University, won the 2014 John Simon 
Guggenheim Memorial Fellowship, a 
Fellowship for 2014-2015 for residence 
at the Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars. He also received 
the Myron Weiner Award for lifetime 
scholarly achievement in political 
demography at the 2014 meetings of 
the International Studies Association 
in Toronto.

Alessandra L. Gonzalez, Princeton 
University, received a James Madison 
Fellowship at Princeton University this 
past year. 

Adia M. Harvey Wingfield, Georgia 
State University, received the Richard 
A. Lester Award for Outstanding 
Book in Labor Economics and Indus-
trial Research for her book: No More 
Invisible Man: Race and Gender in 
Men’s Work (Temple University Press, 
2012). 

Matthew W. Hughey, University 
of Connecticut, received the 2014 
Distinguished Early Career Award from 
the ASA Section on Racial and Ethnic 
Minorities. 

Malgorzata Kurjanska, Univer-
sity of California-Berkeley, received a 
2013-2014 Mellon/ACLS Dissertation 
Completion Fellowship.

Rhonda F. Levine, Colgate Uni-
versity, received the 2014 Sidney J. 
and Florence Felten French Prize for 
Inspirational Teaching from Colgate 
University.

Gary T. Marx, Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, received the inau-
gural Surveillance Studies Network 
Outstanding Achievement Award at a 
presentation in Barcelona.
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Kevin M. Moseby, University of 
California-San Francisco, was named a 
2014 ACLS Public Fellow and will take 
a two-year assignment in the Children 
and Youth Policy, US Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

Amy Myrick, Northwestern University, 
received a 2013-2014 Mellon/ACLS Dis-
sertation Completion Fellowship.

Chinyere Osuji, Rutgers University-
Camden, was awarded a Rutgers 
Digital Teaching Fellowship.

Carolyn C. Perrucci, Purdue Univer-
sity, was selected 2014 Distinguished 
Woman Scholar by the Butler Center 
for Leadership Excellence.

Jennifer L. Pierce, University of Minne-
sota, received the Paul W. Frenzel Chair, 
an endowed chair in the Liberal Arts at 
the University of Minnesota.

Cassidy Cody Puckett, Northwest-
ern University, received a 2013-2014 
Mellon/ACLS Dissertation Completion 
Fellowship.

Karen Pyke, University of California-
Riverside, received the University of 
California-Riverside 2013-2014 Award 
for Innovative Teaching. 

Laurel Richardson, International 
Congress of Qualitative Inquiry, received 
the 2014 Outstanding Book Award First 
Honorable Mention for After a Fall: A Socio-
medical Sojourn (Left Coast Press, 2013).

Jensen Sass, Yale University, received 
a 2013-2014 Mellon/ACLS Dissertation 
Completion Fellowship.

Annette Schwabe, Florida State 
University, received the FSU 2013-2014 
Distinguished Teacher Award.

Ilana Umansky, Stanford University, 
received a National Academy of Educa-
tion/Spencer Dissertation Fellowship.

David Wachsmuth, New York 
University, received a grant from the 
Horowitz Foundation for Social Policy 
for research in social sciences.

Barry Wellman, University of Toronto, 
is one of the recipients of the 2014 
Canadian Digital Media Pioneer Awards 
(CDMP Awards). 

Transitions
Kathryn Goldman Schuyler, was 
promoted to Professor in the California 
School of Professional Psychology at 
Alliant International University, where 
she teaches in the doctoral program in 
organizational studies.

Michael J. Lorr, Aquinas College, is 
moving from Florida State College-
Jacksonville to become the Director of 
the Community Leadership Program 
and Associate Professor of Sociology at 
Aquinas College.

Alondra Nelson, Columbia University, 
was named Dean of Social Sciences; a 

newly created position within the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences at the New 
York Ivy League Institution.

Stephen Plank, is now Director of Re-
search and Evaluation at Corporation 
for National & Community Service. 

Bryan Roberts, University of Texas-
Austin, has been a mainstay of the 
university’s Latin American studies 
program for nearly three decades is 
retiring in December 2014.

Marybeth C. Stalp, University of 
Northern Iowa, was promoted to Full 
Professor at the University of Northern 
Iowa.

People
Eric Stewart, Florida State University, 
was elected Vice-President of the 
American Society of Criminology. 

Claire Renzetti, University of Kentucky, 
was elected Executive Officer of the 
American Society of Criminology. 

New Books
Charles F. Andrain, San Diego State 
University, Political Power and Economic 
Inequality: A Comparative Policy Ap-
proach (Rowman & Littlefield, 2014).

Ronald J. Angel and Jacqueline L. 
Angel, both of University of Texas-
Austin, Latinos in an Aging World: Social, 
Psychological and Economic Perspectives 
(Routledge, 2014). 

Rosemary Barberet, John Jay College 
of Criminal Justice, Women, Crime 
and Criminal Justice: A Global Enquiry 
(Routledge, 2014). 

Liberty Walther Barnes, University 
of Cambridge, Conceiving Masculinity: 
Male Infertility, Medicine, and Identity 
(Temple University Press, 2014). 

David Bartram, University of Leicester, 
and Maritsa V. Poros, City College 
of New York-CUNY, Pierre Monforte, 
University of Leicester, Key Concepts in 
Migration (Sage, 2014).

Ann V. Bell, University of Delaware, 
Misconception: Social Class and Infertil-
ity in America (Rutgers University Press, 
2014).

Alessandro Bonanno, Sam Houston 
State University and Josefa Salete Bar-
bosa Cavalcanti, Federal University of 
Pernambuco-Brazil, Labor Relations in 
Globalized Food (Emerald, 2014).

Steven M. Buechler, Minnesota State 
University-Mankato, Critical Sociology, 
2nd edition (Paradigm, 2014).

John L. Campbell, Dartmouth College, 
and Ove K. Pederson, Coppenhagen 
Business School, The National Origins 
of Policy Ideas: Knowledge Regimes in 
the United States, France, Germany, and 
Denmark (Princeton University Press, 
2014). 

Peter Dreier, Occidental College, John 
Mollenkopf , CUNY-Graduate Center, 
and Todd Swanstrom, University 

of Missouri-St. Louis, Place Matters: 
Metropolitics for the 21st Century, 3rd 
edition (University of Kansas Press, 
2014).

Gail Garfield, John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice-CUNY, Tightrope: A 
Racial Journey to the Age of Obama 
(Rowman & Littlefield, 2014).

Rosemary Gartner, University of 
Toronto, and Bill McCarthy, University 
of California-Davis, Eds., The Oxford 
Handbook of Gender, Sex, and Crime 
(Oxford University Press, 2014).

Jack A. Goldstone, George Mason 
University, Revolutions: A Very Short 
Introduction (Oxford, 2014).

Alessandra L. Gonzalez, Princeton 
University, Islamic Feminism in Kuwait: 
The Politics and Paradoxes (Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2013). 

Kevin Fox Gotham, Tulane University, 
and Miriam Greenberg, University 
of California-Santa Cruz, Crisis Cities: 
Disaster and Redevelopment in New York 
and New Orleans (Oxford University 
Press, 2014).

Patrick R. Grzanka, Arizona State Uni-
versity, Intersectionality: A Foundations 
and Frontiers Reader (Westview, 2014).

Marco Hauptmeier, Cardiff University, 
and Matt Vidal, King’s College London, 
Eds., Comparative Political Economy of 
Work (Palgrave, 2014).

Matthew W. Hughey, University of 
Connecticut, The White Savior Film: 
Content, Critics, and Consumption 
(Temple University Press, 2014).

Michael Lindsay, Gordon College, 
View from the Top: An Inside Look at How 
People in Power See and Shape the World 
(Wiley, May 2014).

Linn Posey-Maddox, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, When Middle-Class 
Parents Choose Urban Schools: Class, 
Race, and the Challenge of Equity in 
Public Education (University of Chicago 
Press, 2014). 

Michael Roll, University of Wisconsin-
Madison, Ed, The Politics of Public Sector 
Performance: Pockets of Effectiveness in 
Developing Countries (Routledge, 2014).

Masamichi Sasaki, Chuo University, 
Jack A, Goldstone, George Mason 
University, Ekkart Zimmermann, 
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology 
and Zeppelin University, and Stephen 
Sanderson, University of California-
Riverside, Concise Encyclopedia of 
Comparative Sociology (Brill, 2014).

Kathryn Goldman Schuyler, Alliant 
International University, John Eric 
Baugher, University of Southern 
Maine, Karin Jironet, De Baak 
VNO-NCW, and Lena Lid-Falkman, 
Stockholm School of Economics, 
Eds., Leading with Spirit, Presence, and 
Authenticity: A Volume in the Interna-
tional Leadership Association Series, 
Building Leadership Bridges (Wiley, 
2014).
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Julie Denise Shayne, University of 
Washington-Bothell, Ed., Taking Risks: 
Feminist Activism and Research in the 
Americas (SUNY Press, 2014). 

Dirk vom Lehn, King’s College London, 
Robert Dingwall, Nottingham Trent 
University, Harold Garfinkel: The Cre-
ation and Development of Ethnometh-
odology (Left Coast Press, 2014). 

Darin Weinberg, University of Cam-
bridge, Contemporary Social Construc-
tionism: Key Themes (Temple University 
Press, 2014). 

Other  
Organizations
Society for the Study of Social Prob-
lems (SSSP) is moving its editorial office 
of Social Problems to the University of 
Illinois-Chicago on June 1, 2014. All new 
submissions and all revised will be the 
responsibility of Dr. Pamela Ann Quiroz 
and Dr. Nilda Flores-Gonzalez and their 
editorial team. Submit manuscripts to: 
mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ucpress-sp. 

Contact
Kyle Irwin, Baylor University, experi-
enced a brain hemorrhage on March 
29. He has had two brain surgeries to 
repair damage and is now in a neurore-
habilitation facility. Colleagues of Kyle 
at Baylor have set up a crowd funding 
site to raise money for his family for 
expenses related to this injury. Kyle is 
a loving husband and doting father of 
two young girls, ages 2 and 4, and is 
the primary breadwinner of the family. 
Please consider contributing to sup-
port a fellow sociologist. Professionally, 
Kyle’s interests are in social psychology, 
specifically cooperation and prosocial 
behavior in groups. Contact: Martha 
Sherman at martha_sherman@baylor.
edu. For more information, please visit 
www.youcaring.com/kylesfund2014.

New Publications
Italian Sociological Review announces 
the launch of its new issue. ISR has 
worked in collaboration with the 
Centre for Social Research (CRiS) based 
at the University of Verona since April 
2011. For more information, visit www.
italiansociologicalreview.org. 

Deaths
Gary S. Becker, University of Chicago, 
economist who won a Nobel Prize for 
applying economic methods to shed 
light on sociological topics such as 
crime, education, and marriage, died 
on May 3 at the age of 83.

Donald J. Bogue, NORC and the Uni-
versity of Chicago, a widely regarded 
demographer, died of natural causes 
at the age of 96 on April 21, 2014, in 
the home of his daughter Gretchen 
Maguire in Dyer, IN.

Mary Cay Sengstock, Wayne State 
University, died on May 8, 2014, at the 

age of 78 after a nineteen year battle 
with cancer. 

Obituaries
William Averette Anderson
1937- 2013

William Averette Anderson’s passing 
on December 29, 2013, was the result 
of a bicycle accident while on vacation 
in Kauai, Hawaii.

Dr. William Averette Anderson—or 
Bill, to those who to knew him—had 
a career spanning over five decades, 
in which he significantly impacted 
the direction and growth of multiple 
scientific disciplines and enriched the 
scholarship of thousands of research-
ers throughout the world.

After completing his master’s degree 
in sociology at Kent State, Bill began 
his doctoral studies at The Ohio State 
University in 1962 in the Department 
of Sociology and Anthropology. After 
his first year, however, several profes-
sors already had identified him as “top 
tier.” Three of these, Russ Dynes, Henry 
Quarantelli, and Gene Haas, received 
large-scale funding that established 
by the Disaster Research Center (DRC) 
in September 1963 and hired Bill. They 
began a journey that none could have 
envisioned.

This year marks the 50-year an-
niversary of the Alaskan earthquake. 
It became a focal point of study by 
Bill and several other DRC staff. This 
event also afforded Bill opportunity to 
interview officials in Crescent City, CA, 
who were impacted by the tsunami 
the quake triggered. Bill also had the 
opportunity to interview in Tasmania 
following the 1965 bushfire outbreak 
and after an earthquake in El Salvador.  
These events, and others, helped 
Bill conceptualize basic patterns of 
organizational change, functions 
of disaster subcultures, and gaps in 
disaster policy. These early analyses 
have withstood the test of time, and, 
equally important, they birthed his 
long career.

As civil unrest in numerous American 
cities became more frequent, so did 
DRC staff interviews in various loca-
tions. Bill believed that such events 
needed to be put into context so he 
and Russ Dynes explored the larger 
life cycle of disaster through trips in 
1969, 1970, and 1971 to Curaςao, a 
Dutch territory of the Netherlands 
Antilles. They published a masterpiece 
documenting the origins and growth 
of social movements, This reflected 
an expanded vision wherein the 
notion of disaster, including riots, 
were placed into broader cultural and 
historical contexts. 

In his oral history interview, an honor 
bestowed on him by the EERI, Bill 
stated, “The DRC and other research-
ers had to debunk a number of myths 
and counteract earlier social science 
perspectives that characterized 
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social movements and other forms 
of non-institutionalized behavior as 
inherently negative or dangerous. 
Where would we be today if the civil 
rights movement had not developed 
in this country?”

In 1969, Bill accepted an Associate 
Professorship at Arizona State Uni-
versity (ASU). While there, he teamed 
with three others to publish Sociology 
and Social Issues. His analyses of col-
lective behavior ranging from social 
movements, emergent groups, and 
yes, disasters, reveal another of his 
contributions to the profession. But 
Bill wanted to do more—much more.

In 1974, Bill, his wife Norma, and 
daughter Candice, left for Washington, 
DC, where Bill accepted a post with 
the American Sociological Association 
as the first full-time director of the Mi-
nority Fellowship Program. Today, this 
program celebrates 40 years of fund-
ing students of color pursuing gradu-
ate degrees—nearly 500 to date. After 
his one-year leave of absence from 
ASU, the family returned to Arizona 
where Bill had now been promoted to 
Full Professor. But a unique opportu-
nity to impact research and nurture 
scholars throughout the world came 
the next year and they returned 
to Washington. Bill started at the 
National Science Foundation (NSF) in 
1976, but he did not follow the typical 
pattern of quick departure—usually a 
year or two. Bill moved around within 
the NSF for over 20 years! During this 
time he also held concurrent assign-
ments with other agencies, including 
the Office of Science and Technology 
Policy in the Executive Office of the 
President. Through these posts, his im-
pact on disaster and hazards research 
surpassed that of any other single 
professional. 

Bill participated in the founding of 
numerous groups that collectively 
and individually have provided the 
resources for scholars across a wide 
spectrum of disciplines. Mention of 
only a few illustrate the incredible 
contributions of this man: National 
Center for Earthquake Engineering Re-
search (NCEER), National Network for 
Earthquake Engineering Simulation 
(NEES); and Earthquake Engineering 
Research Institute (EERI). These, of 
course, are in addition to his role of 
nurturing research and student sup-
port at the DRC (now at the University 
of Delaware), the Natural Hazards Re-
search and Applications Information 
Center at the University of Colorado, 
the Hazards Reduction and Recovery 
Center at Texas A & M University, and 
numerous other institutions.

In 1999, Bill was seconded, to use 
to the World Bank’s Disaster Manage-
ment Facility, and two years later Bill 
joined the National Academies of 
Science (NAS) as the Associate Execu-
tive Director in the Division of Earth 
and Life Sciences and Director of the 
Disaster Roundtable. Prior to his retire-

ment in October 2008, he stimulated 
greater awareness of the risk that 
disasters and hazards reflect for both 
our nation and those in developing 
countries. 

In recognition of his superior profes-
sional contributions, the Learning 
from Earthquakes (LFE) program 
within EERI, awarded Bill and his 
NSF colleague Chi Liu, the inaugural 
“Special Recognition Awards” in 2007. 
In 2010, at the annual meeting of the 
International Sociological Association, 
the International Research Commit-
tee on Disasters presented him the 
Charles E. Fritz Lifetime Achievement 
Award. 

At the time of his untimely death, Bill 
was continuing his contributions after 
retirement through service on numer-
ous advisory boards whereby his 
colleagues across the country could 
seek his advice. In this way, Bill had 
planned on continuing his contribu-
tions as an academic change agent. 
For you see, when you dealt with Bill, 
it was never about him, it always was 
about you. So Bill, know that we miss 
you, we are so grateful to have known 
you, and that your inspiration will 
motivate all of us to carry the vision 
forward.

Bill is survived by his wife of 45 years, 
Norma Doneghy Anderson, and their 
daughter Candice Anderson and her 
husband Dorian Butts. In understand-
ing Bill’s passion to increase the num-
ber of persons of color and women 
in the hazard and disaster mitigation 
field, his wife Norma has established 
the William Averette Anderson Fund 
for Hazard and Disaster Mitigation 
Education and Research, fondly called 
the Bill Anderson Fund (billanderson-
fund.org/). 

The obituary is based on remarks made 
by Thomas E. Drabek at the “Celebration 
of Life” for Dr. Anderson on March 22, 
2014.

Roderick Douglas Bush 
1945–2013

Rod Bush, the epitome of the 
scholar-activist, was recognized as an 
internationalist, humanist, and Black 
revolutionary who devoted his life 
to fundamental social change. After 
a very brief illness, Rod passed on 
December 5, 2013, of cancer of the bile 
duct.

Rod was born on November 12, 1945, 
in Sanford, FL, in the then-Jim Crow 
South. His undergraduate years were 
spent at Howard University in Washing-
ton, DC, during its tumultuous/move-
ment years, 1963–67. This was the 
period in which students demanded 
that Howard abandon its pursuit of 
imitating the “white Ivies” and become 
a Black university. 

After completing his bachelor’s, Rod 
was accepted into the clinical psychol-
ogy PhD program at the University of 
Kansas-Lawrence. During this time, he 

played a key role in the founding of 
the University’s Black Studies program. 
By 1972 he was ABD, and committed 
to the Black liberation struggle. He 
left the doctoral program to devote 
himself to community organizing and 
other efforts. While engaging in this 
movement activity, he was employed 
by several agencies in northeast Kansas 
and Kansas City, MO, area serving Black 
communities. 

Rod relocated to San Francisco 
where he continued organizing and 
served as a research associate for 
the Institute for the Study of Labor 
and Economic Crisis for several years 
and a briefly with Oxfam America. 
It was with these agencies and the 
movement organizations that Rod 
demonstrated his commitment to 
a transformational justice. Rod’s life 
was grounded in love, community, 
and a profound belief in humanity. 
These values were also reflected 
when he moved to New York, where 
he served as the director of the prison 
education program for New York City 
Technical College’s Division of Con-
tinuing Education and as a coordina-
tor for State University of New York 
Educational Opportunity Center. 

As an activist, Rod was a member of 
some of the nation’s most progressive 
movement organizations—the Con-
gress of African People, the Student 
Organization for Black Unity and the 
Youth Organization for Black Unity, the 
African Liberation Support Committee, 
and the Black Radical Congress—all 
Black nationalist and/or Marxist in 
their orientations. Rod’s participation 
and leadership in these organizations 
showed his commitment and dedica-
tion to producing fundamental change 
when it comes to combatting race and 
class oppression. 

His research and writings prior to 
academia included a 1984 volume The 
New Black Vote: Politics and Power 
in Four American Cities. This work 
was developed within the context 
of a debate between a number of 
progressive organizations, activists, 
and intellectuals about the efficacy of 
Black electoral organizing as a means 
of social change. During this period, 
he also wrote a number of articles in 
which he attempted to understand the 
situation of the African American work-
ing class within the evolving structures 
of the capitalist world-economy, the 
changing political culture of the United 
States, and the restructuring of the 
division of labor. These works include 
his article “Racism and the Rise of the 
Right” written with a number of other 
scholars in  Contemporary Marxism. In 
1984 he further developed the analysis 
of race and class and social movements 
within a world-system in the article, 
“Racism and Changes in the Interna-
tional Division of Labor,” in Crime and 
Social Justice. 

While attempting to deepen the 
theoretical analysis of the African 

American experience, he wrote a num-
ber of journalistic articles focusing on 
the general attack on labor, the impact 
of Reaganomics on Black people, and 
strategies for resisting the devasta-
tion of Black communities by these 
policies. By the mid-1980s it became 
increasingly clear that the strategies 
for change used over the last 150 years 
would not make the emancipatory and 
liberating changes that its militants 
had hoped. Immanuel Wallerstein had 
been calling for these movements to 
rethink their strategy. Rod had long 
agreed but found it difficult to imple-
ment. As organization after organiza-
tion collapsed, he decided to return to 
academia to try to understand what 
had happened.

Rod completed his PhD work at 
SUNY-Binghamton, where he studeied 
under Wallerstein and Terence Hopkins, 
in 1992. His dissertation title was 
“Social Movements Among the Urban 
Poor: African Americans in the Twenti-
eth Century.” It was this grounding that 
set the stage for his award-winning 
scholarship. His research agenda was 
dedicated to deepening our under-
standing of the dynamics of race and 
class. 

His first major work, We are Not 
What We Seem: Black Nationalism and 
the Class Struggle in the American 
Century, an examination of the nexus 
of Black nationalism and the Marxist 
tradition in the struggle for Black lib-
eration, won the 2000 Oliver Cromwell 
Cox Award of the ASA Section on Race 
and Ethnic Minorities. In 2000, The 
Black World Today named it one of 
the “10 Indispensable Books.” His next 
major work, The End of White World 
Supremacy: Black Internationalism 
and the Problem of the Color Line, was 
awarded the ASA Marxist section’s Paul 
Sweezy award (2010) for outstanding 
book. His analyses showed that rac-
ism was a constitutive component of 
capitalism; the struggle against racism 
must ultimately target the capitalist 
system. His final work, co-authored 
with his wife, Melanie. E. L. Bush and 
titled: Tensions in the “American” 
Dream: Rhetoric, Reverie or Reality, is 
forthcoming in fall 2014.

In addition to awards for scholarship, 
his teaching was highly recognized. 
At Seton Hall, he was the recipient of 
an “Excellence in Teaching Award” in 
1996 and the “President’s Award for 
Outstanding Service to Students” in 
1998. After moving to St. Johns in 1998, 
he was awarded the “Faculty Outstand-
ing Achievement Award” in 2011. The 
lessons of his scholarship carried over 
into the classroom as did his compas-
sion for colleagues, students, and com-
munity. Rod was loved by his students; 
many with whom he worked with on 
pursuing societal transformation. In 
him they saw a professor who was full 
of life, happiness, and a passion to pur-
sue societal transformation with a goal 
toward economic and social justice.
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At annual sociology meetings, Rod’s 
role was critical when it came to bring-
ing race and class issues to the fore-
front. He served as editor of The Griot, 
the newsletter for the Association of 
Black Sociologists (ABS). In 2008, he 
was a major player in organizing an 
important conference on “Race and 
Labor.” Since the early 1990s, he has 
been central in organizing sessions on 
the critical issues of race and class. 

Rod’s passing leaves a major void 
among radical scholars. He brought 
compassion, integrity, commitment to 
human rights, and a genuine respect 
for others. Students and friends 
alike often mentioned his nurturing 
character, his warmth, his smile, and his 
genuine laugh. 

Rod leaves behind his soulmate 
and collaborating partner for over 
30 years, Melanie E L Bush and their 
cherished daughter Sarafina F. Bush; 
beloved son and daughter Malik L. 
Bush and Thembi N. Bush Tillman 
(Betty Ann Penda Kane); adored 
granddaughter Tajalia, and four 
treasured grandsons Angelo, Orlando, 
Jedidiah, and Wisdom. He is also 
survived by his goddaughter Isabella 
and her parents; friends Arcee “Pete” 
James and Renzie Taylor, mother-in-
law “Rozzie”, son-in-law Jamal Tillman, 
daughter-in-law Donna Bush; aunts, 
uncles, and a multitude of cousins, 
friends, and family. He was preceded 
in death by his beloved daughter 
Sojourner Truth Bush (Cynthia Arnetta 
Holliday).

On August 18, 2014, the Critical 
Sociology Conference will devote two 
sessions to the Life and Work of Rod 
Bush at the San Francisco Marriott.

Robert G. Newby, Central Michigan 
University

Mary Cay Sengstock 
1936-2014

Mary Cay Sengstock, Professor of So-
ciology at Wayne State University, died 
on May 8, 2014, at the age of 78, after 
a 19-year battle with cancer. Mary Cay 
was an active member of the Wayne 
State sociology faculty since 1966. She 
earned her AM at the University of 
Michigan-Ann Arbor and her PhD at 
Washington University-St. Louis. She 
was an applied sociologist, certified 
social worker, and clinical sociologist. 
Mary Cay is well known for her research 
on Chaldean Americans, multicultural-
ism, diversity, and elder abuse/neglect 
identification and intervention. At the 
time of her death, she was planning 
her next research project, which 
involved interviewing persons with 
multiple episodes of cancer. 

She was a two-time winner of the 
Wayne State Board of Governors’ Fac-
ulty Recognition Award, in 1984 for her 
book, Chaldean Americans (Center for 
Migration Studies, 1982), and in 2010 
for her book, Voices of Diversity: Multi-
culturalism in America (Springer Press, 

2009). She was the recipient of the 
Lester F. Award from the Sociological 
Practice Association, the Marvin Olsen 
Distinguished Service Award from the 
Michigan Sociological Association, and 
the Cultural Award from the Chaldean 
Federation of America in recognition of 
her continuous support and dedication 
to the Chaldean Community. She was 
a public sociologist, presenting numer-
ous lectures on elder abuse, diversity, 
and the Chaldean community to pro-
fessional as well as lay audiences.

Mary Cay also loved to teach and her 
devotion to students was impressive. 
Her favorite courses were Violence in 
the Family, Law and Society, Society 
and Aging, and Social Inequality. She 
received the Excellence in Teach-
ing Award from the Wayne State‘s 
College of Liberal Arts in 1999. She 
served as Director of Graduate Studies 
in Sociology for 12 years. Mary Cay 
supervised 16 doctoral dissertations 
and 25 MA essays and theses, and on 
her deathbed she wrote comments for 
a student who successfully defended 
his dissertation on the day she died. 
Mary Cay was committed to helping 
non-traditional students succeed in 
graduate programs, especially women 
and those from underrepresented 
racial and ethnic groups. Her strong 
record of advising minority graduate 
students is partially responsible for 
the fact that our department is one of 
the leading producers of minority PhD 
students outside of the Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities.

Mary Cay served Wayne State Univer-
sity in many other capacities, including 
chairing both the Departments of Soci-
ology and Criminal Justice and mentor-
ing junior faculty. She was Grievance 
Coordinator for the American Associa-
tion of University Professors-American 
Federation of Teachers for 17 years 
during turbulent times. She also served 
tirelessly on the Academic Senate—in-
cluding four years as President—for 41 
years. At the national level she was a 
board member of the Commission on 
Applied Sociology and the Sociologi-
cal Practice Association. She served as 
Secretary-Treasurer for the Sociological 
Practice Section of the ASA.

Her devotion to promoting the edu-
cation of diverse students was manifest 
in 2010 when she anonymously 
created “The Endowed Scholarship 
for the Promotion of Diversity” for 
graduate students. Mary Cay wrote, “In 
view of the fact that sociologists must 
be keenly sensitive to the diversity of 
groups and cultures in modern society, 
this endowed scholarship is estab-
lished to provide assistance to students 
who contribute to this diversity. Award 
recipients will be graduate students 
who contribute to the knowledge 
and promotion of social and cultural 
diversity.” Upon her death, the endow-
ment was renamed “The Mary Cay 
Sengstock Diversity Scholarship.” She is 
survived by her husband, two sons and 

a daughter, two stepdaughters, and 
three grandchildren.

Mary Cay will be remembered for her 
sustained efforts to mentor women 
and minority group members. Not only 
did she produce significant research in 
the area of diversity and elder abuse, 
but she applied her knowledge and 
made a difference in the university 
community as well as the community 
at large.

Contributions to “The Mary Cay 
Sengstock Diversity Scholarship” can 
be made by mailing a check payable 
to Wayne State University to: Wayne 
State University Fund Office, 5475 
Woodward Avenue, Detroit, MI 48202. 
The memo line should reflect #060589 
Sengstock Sociology.

Janet Hankin and Heather Dillaway, 
Wayne State University

Austin T. Turk
1934-2014

Professor Austin Turk passed away 
unexpectedly on February 1, 2014, sud-
denly ending a sociological career that 
spanned more than five decades. After 
receiving his PhD in sociology from the 
University of Wisconsin in 1962, Turk 
spent 12 years at Indiana University-
Bloomington before moving to the 
University of Toronto in 1974 and then 
to the University of California,-Riverside 
in 1988.

Nationally and internationally, Turk 
was acknowledged as one of the 
leading conflict theorists. His book 
Criminality and Legal Order, published 
in 1969, is considered a classic in the 
study of criminology, deviance, and 
the sociology of law. He coined the 
definition of criminality as “that deviant 
status assigned by legal authorities,” a 
definition that continues to challenge 
and inform discussions of conflicts 
arising from power differentials. His 
much cited work, Political Criminality: 
The Defiance and Defense of Authority 
(1982), promoted scientific investiga-
tion of political criminality and policing 
as an alternative to more partisan treat-
ments. Most recently, Austin’s research 
focused on political violence and 
terrorism, including an article “Sociol-
ogy of Terrorism” in the Annual Review 
of Sociology (2004), and the recently 
published book Examining Political 
Violence: Studies of Terrorism, Counter-
terrorism and Internal War (2013), with 
David Lowe and Dilip K. Das.

In addition to producing a long 
stream of path-breaking publications, 
Turk contributed many services to the 
profession throughout his career. He 
was Past President of the American 
Society of Criminology and of the 
North Central Sociological Associa-
tion, and a former Trustee of the Law 
and Society Association (LSA). He 
served on the Sociology of Law Com-
mittee of the LSA, and twice chaired 
the Section on Crime, Law and Devi-
ance of the American Sociological 

Association. He also served on the 
Ad Hoc Committee on the Crimi-
nal Justice Reform Act, the Awards 
Committee, and the Committee on 
Committees of the ASA.

Turk also maintained an active 
international presence throughout 
his career. He was a Visiting Research 
Sociologist at Rhodes University in 
Grahamstown, South Africa, a Visiting 
Professor at the University of Natal 
in Durban, South Africa, a Scholar-
Diplomat for Africa in the U.S. State 
Department, and an invited lecturer 
at a number of universities in Japan 
and China. Turk was also active in the 
International Sociological Association, 
serving for a decade on the Board of 
the Research Committee for the Sociol-
ogy of Deviance and Control.

Since joining the sociology faculty at 
the University of California-Riverside in 
1988, Turk’s contributions include years 
of service as Chair of the Department 
of Sociology and as Interim Director of 
the Robert Presley Institute for Crime 
and Justice Studies, numerous com-
mittee memberships and consultan-
cies, and regular teaching of popular 
undergraduate classes and graduate 
seminars on deviance, criminology, 
juvenile delinquency, political criminal-
ity, and the sociology of law.

Turk worked as a policeman in 
Gainesville, GA, in the 1950s. This ex-
perience informed Turk’s later research 
on policing in such contexts as South 
Africa, and also qualified him to be 
deputized by local police when this 
could help him gain access to research 
sites. In Riverside, it helped Turk obtain 
the security clearances he needed to 
conduct research on policing of local 
gangs.

Turk’s lifetime of distinguished 
research, service, and teaching earned 
him many honors. These include 
election as a Fellow of the American 
Society of Criminology in 1978, earn-
ing the Paul Tappan Award given by 
the Western Society of Criminology 
in 1989, and receiving the President’s 
Award of the Western Society of Crimi-
nology in 1999.

Turk is survived by his spouse, Dr. 
Ruth-Ellen Grimes, who shared with 
him a lifelong interest in sociology and 
criminology. Turk was laid to rest in 
Vermont on May 17, in a private service 
and burial. Many former students and 
colleagues paid tribute to Turk at a 
symposium at UC-Riverside on June 5. 
Turk’s legacy will also be the subject of 
a two-part thematic panel at the An-
nual Meeting of the American Society 
of Criminology in November 2014.

At UC-Riverside, we remember Austin 
Turk not only as a scholar of note, but 
also as an exceptionally warm human 
being, a generous friend and a caring 
mentor, a bon vivant, and a gracious 
host. He will be sorely missed.

Raymond Russell, University of 
California, Riverside
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funding

Fund for the Advancement of the Discipline
Application Deadline: December 15 & June 15
The ASA invites submissions for the Fund for the Advancement of the Discipline (FAD) 
awards. FAD is supported by a grant from the National Science Foundation with 
matching monies from ASA. The goal of this award is to nurture the development of 
scientific knowledge by funding small, groundbreaking research initiatives that will 
advance the discipline. FAD awards provide scholars with “seed money” for innovative 
research that provides opportunities for substantive and methodological break-
throughs, broadens the dissemination of scientific knowledge, and provides leverage 
for acquisition of additional research funds.
Proposals are reviewed for scientific merit and the importance of the proposed 
research project or a conference for sociology as a discipline. Specific evaluation 
criteria include:
• Innovativeness and promise of the research idea;
• Originality and significance of research goals;
• The potential of the study as a building block in the development of future 

research;
• Appropriateness and significance of the research hypothesis;
• Feasibility and adequacy of project design; and
• Plans for dissemination of results; and
Principal investigators (PI) and co-PI(s) must have a PhD or equivalent. Awards shall 
not exceed $7,000. Awardees must agree to meet the reporting requirements of the 
award and must be ASA members when they receive the award. Proposals must be 
submitted online at www.asanet.org/funding/fad.cfm. 
Contact: For more information, see the “Funding” page at www.asanet.org. For 
questions, contact The ASA Research and Development Department at research@
asanet.org or call (202) 383-9005. For examples, see this issue of Footnotes.

For Members Only

ASA Group Insurance Plan
The ASA Term-Life and Health Insurance benefit is available to all 
current members. The Association partners with Seabury & Smith 
to provide discounted insurance programs for ASA members, 
including term life, medical, and dental insurance for you and your 
family. This benefit may be particularly helpful for self-employed 
ASA members or those working outside the academy. Members 
may also enroll for major medical and hospital income insurance 
plans. The group insurance plan also provides educator liability 
insurance. For more information, visit www.personal-plans.com/
asoa or call (800) 503-9230. 

Auto & Home Owners Insurance Benefit
Toll-Free Phone Number: (800) 524-9400 (ASA ID Code: 112316) 
ASA Members receive competitive rates on auto and home owners 
insurance through Liberty Mutual. Visit online at www.libertymutual.
com/lm/asa to view insurance coverage benefits and get rate quotes.

Health Proponent
Health Proponent is a one-stop resource for ASA members. The site 
helps you find qualified medical professionals; provides assistance 
with lowering medical bill payments; helps explain complex medical 
coverage plans; provides online personal health record management; 
offers online health risk assessment and more. Visit Health Proponent 
for more information about the services and fees for ASA members at 
www.healthproponent.com/asanet or call (866) 939-3435. 

For complete information on these and other ASA member 
benefits, visit <www.asanet.org/benefits>.

Membership in ASA benefits you!

http://www.asanet.org/funding/fad.cfm
mailto:research@asanet.org
mailto:research@asanet.org
http://www.personal-plans.com/asoa
http://www.personal-plans.com/asoa
http://www.libertymutual.com/lm/asa
http://www.libertymutual.com/lm/asa
http://www.healthproponent.com/asanet
http://www.healthproponent.com/asanet
http://www.healthproponent.com/
http://www.healthproponent.com/asanet
http://www.asanet.org/benefits

	Print: 
	Share: 


