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Greetings from Kent 

State! I want to start off 

by thanking everyone 

who agreed to serve on 

committees this year. 

The section could not go 

on without your help. 

Special thanks to Jon 

Overton for putting to-

gether this issue of the 

newsletter.  

We have a lot of ex-

citing things to report. 

Most importantly, I 

want to draw your atten-

tion to the call for award 

nominations. You’ll find 

award overviews on 

page two and full details 

Will Kalkhoff 

on the “Awards” page 

of our website. I also 

want to draw your atten-

tion to our plans for the 

ASA meetings. As high-

lighted on page two, we 

have two sessions in the 

works. The regular ses-

sion is “open,” so if you 

have a paper that may 

be relevant, you can 

submit it for considera-

tion by logging in to the 

ASA member portal and 

clicking on “2018 Sub-

missions.”  

I, for one, am excited 

for the meetings. Last 

year I had the pleasure 

of attending Colter 

Mitchell’s session on 

“Sociological Perspec-

tives on Biological and 

Evolutionary Research.”  

 

Hi everyone, I’m the 

new newsletter editor 

for the Evolution, Biolo-

gy, and Society section. 

Please send any an-

nouncements or infor-

mation you’d like to 

share with the section 

my way 

(joverto1@kent.edu).  

These can include 

opportunities or re-

sources you think sec-

tion members would 

find useful. Announce-

ments about upcoming 

conferences, newly 

available secondary 

data, research projects, 

biosociological labora-

tories, or new course 

syllabi are all welcome. 

We also want to know 

more about you. Feel 

free to notify us of your 

recent achievements like 

new publications you 

think section members 

would find interesting, 

grants or awards you 

received, or career ac-

complishments (like 

receiving tenure or other 

promotions). Perhaps 

you have recently be-

come editor of a journal 

or a gatekeeper at anoth-

er academic institution. 

For instance, section 

member Joseph 

Whitmeyer recently 

became a program of-

ficer at the National 

Science Foundation.  

Jon Overton 
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Fall/Winter 2017 2 Announcements 

By Daniel Hoyer 
Project Manager, Seshat: Global History 
Databank 

The Seshat: Global 

History Databank brings 

together the most cur-

rent and comprehensive 

body of knowledge 

about human history in 

one place.  

Our unique databank 

systematically collects 

what is known about the 

social and political or-

ganization of human 

societies and how civili-

zations have evolved 

over time. This massive 

collection of historical 

information allows us 

and others to rigorously 

test different hypotheses 

about the rise and fall of 

large-scale societies 

across the globe and 

human history.  

Working with a large 

international and inter-

disciplinary team, our 

database offers an inno-

vative means to study 

the past through well-

established scientific 

techniques.  

Recently, Seshat pub-

lished its first set of 

historical data, available 

freely and openly here: 

http://dacura.scss.tcd.ie/

seshat/. All of Seshat's 

data will be released as 

open source data as it is 

properly cleaned and 

vetted by domain ex-

perts; stay tuned! 

Members of the 

Seshat team, led by Di-

rector Dr. Thomas Cur-

rie, have also co-

authored an article uti-

lizing Seshat data on the 

evolution of social com-

plexity, “Quantitative 

Analysis Uncovers a 

Single Dimension of 

Complexity that Struc-

tures Global Variation 

in Human Social Organ-

ization.” All data used 

for this study will be-

come open-access on 

the project website 

when the paper is ac-

cepted for publication.  

In addition, Drs. Dan-

iel Hoyer and Daniel 

Mullins have released a 

preprint version of the 

article they co-led; “A 

Systematic Assessment 

of the Axial Age Thesis 

for the Emergence of 

Moralizing Religious 

Thought.” The research 

for the paper was fund-

ed in part by a grant 

from the Templeton 

Foundation. The paper 

examines moralizing 

ideologies and universal 

egalitarian ethics within 

the temporal and spatial 

bounds of the Axial Age 

thesis.  

Other projects in the 

works include a large 

edited volume on the 

Axial Age thesis and a 

global comparative his-

tory of human sacrifice.  

The December edition 

of Cliodynamics: The 

Journal of Quantitative 

History and Cultural 

Evolution will be a spe-

cial issue celebrating the 

25th anniversary of Jack 

Goldstone’s Revolutions 

and Rebellions in the 

Early Modern World. 

The issue will celebrate 

the impact of the book 

and of Professor Gold-

stone’s work on cliody-

namic research. We are 

also accepting submis-

sions for our June issue.  

Call for Award  
Nominations 

DEADLINE: March 5, 2018 
 

Best Book Award 
 

Eligibility: Any section member with a book 

published 2015-17 that was not submitted for prior 

year’s award. 
Directions: Email all nominations to the        

committee chair. The publisher or author should 

mail book copies to each committee member. 

Committee Chair: Anne Eisenberg, SUNY, 

Geneseo, eisenber@geneseo.edu  
 

Best Paper Award  

for Student Members 
 

Eligibility: Accepted and/or published papers, 

2015-17. Student(s) must be the first author. All 

authors must be EBS members upon submission. 

Award will be shared among student authors. 

Directions: Email all nominations with the paper 

attached to the committee members. 

Committee Chair: Jacob Cheadle,  University 

of Nebraska, Lincoln, j.e.cheadle@gmail.com 
 

*See section awards web page for         

committee members’ contact information. 

http://seshatdatabank.info/
http://seshatdatabank.info/
http://dacura.scss.tcd.ie/seshat/
http://dacura.scss.tcd.ie/seshat/
https://osf.io/preprints/socarxiv/r9czx/
http://escholarship.org/uc/irows_cliodynamics
http://escholarship.org/uc/irows_cliodynamics
http://escholarship.org/uc/irows_cliodynamics
http://escholarship.org/uc/irows_cliodynamics
http://www.asanet.org/asa-communities/sections/sites/evolution-biology-and-society/awards


3 Announcements 

An interdisciplinary 

approach to understand-

ing the interplay of bio-

logical and social forces 

on the human body.  

This course was de-

veloped by Dr. J. Eller 

(Sociologist, Middle 

Tennessee State Univer-

sity) and A.R. Eller 

(ABD Biological An-

thropologist/

Evolutionist, University 

of Oregon. A.R. Eller is 

currently a Visiting Re-

searcher at the Smith-

sonian National Muse-

um of Natural History). 

Embodiment, here, is 

the perspective that 

physiological and soci-

ocultural forces work in 

tandem to produce dy-

namic results in the hu-

Evolutionary Analysis 

in the Social Sciences is 

a new book series pub-

lished by Routledge 

focusing on the im-

portant theoretical and 

empirical issues current-

ly facing evolutionary 

sociology.  Routledge 

has made a long-term 

commitment to develop-

ing this series and is 

willing to publish multi-

ple titles per year.  

Co-edited by Jonathan 

H. Turner and Kevin 

McCaffree, this series 

seeks authors interested 

in exploring the theoreti-

cal and empirical dimen-

sions of, and interfaces 

between, socio-cultural 

and biological evolu-

tion.   

The objective of this 

book series is to provide 

an avenue for scholars to 

publish important work 

at the intersection of 

evolutionary and socio-

logical analysis. 

Current titles in the 

series address interdisci-

plinary theory construc-

tion (The New Evolu-

tionary Sociology: New 

and Revitalized Theoret-

ical Approaches) as well 

as the bio-cultural evo-

lution of religious insti-

tutions (The Emergence 

and Evolution of Reli-

gion By Means of Natu-

ral Selection).   

Going forward, the 

series editors are seek-

ing manuscript pro-

posals from scholars 

across sub-disciplines of 

sociology. Manuscripts 

may focus on the evolu-

tion of institutions 

across large spans of 

history, on the evolu-

tionary biology of hu-

man beings as well as 

how this biology con-

strains socialization and 

behavior, or on the bio-

cultural dimensions of 

more specific topics, 

such as inequality, inter-

national relations, crime 

or gender. 

Please contact either 

editor with ideas for a 

monograph or longer 

book. 

You can reach Kevin 

McCaffree at either 

Kmcca007@ucr.edu or 

mccaffrk@ipfw.edu  

Jonathan Turner is at 

jonathan.turner@ucr.edu 

or jturner@soc.ucsb.edu 

man body, which proxi-

mally affect the pheno-

type and ultimately af-

fect the genome of our 

species. 

As a matter of per-

spective, we will be 

taking a feminist peda-

gogical stance in this 

course, because feminist 

theory best highlights 

the intersectional di-

mensions (gender, race, 

class, etc.) of the biolog-

ical and social body in 

an evolutionary context. 

This course will include 

discussions of the expe-

riences women and men 

have with their bodies, 

and the pathways of 

similarities and differ-

ences between and 

among them. 

Embodiment:  
Culture and Human Anatomy 

CHAIR 
Continued from front 

The presentations by  

Bridget Goosby, Cate 

Taylor, and Jacob 

Cheadle were 

among the best 

I’ve seen at the 

ASA meetings. I 

vividly remember 

feeling like a 

wide-eyed stu-

dent again—

energized by the ideas 

and committed to doing 

whatever I could to “get 

the word out” about the 

pioneering work we’re 

doing.  

Indeed, we all know 

that the biggest chal-

lenge we face is finding 

a place for our section at 

the table of sociology. 

Since 2008 membership 

in our section has linear-

ly declined. The good 

news is that our num-

bers have started to 

climb for the first time 

since 2012. But there is 

work to be done. Last 

spring the ASA Council 

approved a policy re-

quiring that the Com-

mittee on Sections sub-

mit a list of sections to 

be considered for proba-

tionary status. This in-

cludes any section with 

150 or fewer members 

or less than 200 mem-

bers in three of the last 

five years.  

So, we need to get to 

at least 200 members. 

We are doing everything 

we can on our end, but 

we need your help! 

ASA gift memberships 

will not count toward 

the 200 members we 

need, so I am hoping 

that each of you 

will commit to 

persuading at 

least one col-

league or student 

to join the section. 

Regular dues are 

$10, and student 

memberships are only 

$5.  

Membership will be 

the main topic at our 

business meeting this 

coming summer. Please 

attend and share your 

ideas. I look forward to 

seeing you there. We’ll 

check in one more time 

with another newsletter 

before then. Happy holi-

days and here’s to a 

good and productive 

2018!  

“I am hoping that each of 
you will commit to           
persuading at least one     
colleague or student to join 
the section.”  

 
Biosociological  
Research Group 

 
 
Led by Dr. Sebastian Schnettler at 
the University of Oldenburgh,      
Germany 
 
 

Current topics under investigation using 
sociological and biological theories: 
 
Consequences of biased sex ratios for the Trivers 
Willard effect in contemporary developed        
societies. 
 
Main emphasis is on the potential of social vs. 
biological ties (e.g. in step-families and the sup-
port networks of the childless elderly). 
 
Learn more here 
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4 Awards & Achievements 

Congratulations to 

Brea Perry (Indiana Uni-

versity), winner of the 

Evolution, Biology & 

Society Section’s 2017 

Best Journal Article 

Award.  

Her paper is titled 

“Gendering Genetics: 

Biological Contingencies 

in the Protective Effects 

of Social Integration for 

Men and Women.” 

Perry used the Collaborative Study on the Genet-

ics of Alcoholism to examine how marriage and 

perceived social integration protect individuals 

from nicotine addiction. Men, but not women who 

were genetically vulnerable to environmental stress-

ors benefitted from social integration and marriage. 

Awards 
Yuen Yuen Ang 

(University of Michi-

gan, Associate Professor 

of Political Science) 

won the Peter Katzen-

stein Book Prize in 

“international relations, 

comparative politics or 

political economy” for 

her book, How China 

Escaped the Poverty 

Trap, published by Cor-

nell University Press in 

2016.  

The prize com-

mittee describes 

the book as fol-

lows:  

In How China 

Escaped the Pov-

erty Trap, Yuen 

Yuen Ang offers a revi-

sionist theoretical 

framework that grapples 

with complexities of 

institutional adaptation 

alongside detailed anal-

yses of sub-national 

variation in develop-

ment outcomes.  

In contrast to conven-

tional wisdom that good 

governance is a requisite 

for ameliorating pov-

erty, she points out how 

weak institutions can, at 

times, allow for innova-

tions in the development 

of markets. Thus Ang's 

project contributes to 

multiple debates, includ-

ing but not limited to 

China. Theoretically, 

her systematic engage-

ment with diverse litera-

tures circumvents disa-

greement over which 

came first, democracy 

or development, to 

make a field-shifting 

move to non-linear com-

plex processes.  

How China Escaped 

the Poverty Trap goes 

far beyond saying 

“context matters” to 

show how non-linear 

processes are simultane-

ously place-specific in 

their manifestations 

(e.g. China) yet general 

(to a wide range of con-

texts).  

In addition, 

Ang's research 

offers an exemplar 

of how to move 

beyond methodo-

logical nationalism 

through attention to 

sub-national varia-

tion.  

Beyond area special-

ists, anyone concerned 

with institutions, devel-

opment, or the role of 

China in the world, 

should read this elegant-

ly written book. 

“...weak institutions can, 
at times, allow for             
innovations in the          
development of markets.”  

Will Kalkhoff and Josh Pollock received a grant 

for their project “Team Perception & Performance 

Under Threat” from the Army Research Office, 

funded at $360,000 from 2017─2020.  

The study uses neurophysiological and other bio-

social equipment in a laboratory experiment to ex-

amine the effect of stressful conditions on (1) status 

processes and team coordination, (2) team mem-

bers’ willingness to listen to inexperienced authori-

ties, and (3) how an auditory device (patented by 

Stanford Gregory and Will Kalkhoff) designed to 

improve group coordination fares under threatening 

conditions. 

This research will be conducted in the Electro-

physiological Neuroscience Laboratory of Kent 

(ENLoK) at Kent State University. 

NEWLSETTER 
Continued from front 

Past newsletters have 

also included the occa-

sional short essay by a 

section member. These 

and any other contribu-

tions you think would 

interest section mem-

bers are appreciated.  

Feel free to drop me a 

line if you have ideas or 

suggestions for the 

newsletter. 

Just from the contri-

butions many of you 

sent in, this is clearly a 

talented group of schol-

ars. I’m excited to be 

involved with this sec-

tion. Wish you all a 

good holiday season! 

 

Congratulations to  
section member 

Joseph Whitmeyer! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now program officer at the 
National Science  

Foundation 
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http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/685486
http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/685486
http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/685486
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http://enlok.kent.edu
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5 Awards & Achievements 

New Publications by EBS Members 

Blute, Marion. 2017. “Three Modes of Evolution by 
Natural Selection and Drift: A New Or an Extended 
Evolutionary Synthesis?” Biological Theory 12
(2):67–71. 

Firat, Rengin B., Steven Hitlin, Vincent Magnotta 
and Daniel Tranel. 2017. “Putting race in context: 
social class modulates processing of race in the               
ventromedial prefrontal cortex and amygdala.”     
Social Cognitive and Affective Neuroscience 12(8): 
1314–24. 

Franks, David. 2018. “Sex Differences in the Human 
Brain.” In Oxford Handbook of Evolution, Biology 
& Society, edited by R. Hopcroft. Oxford            
University Press. 

Goosby, Bridget, Elizabeth Straley, and Jacob 
Cheadle. 2017. “Discrimination, Sleep, and Stress 
Reactivity: Pathways to African American-White 
Cardiometabolic Risk Inequities.” Population       
Research and Policy Review 36(5):699–716. 

Holmes, Michael, and Brad W. Smith. Forthcoming. 
“Social-Psychological Dynamics of Police-
Minority Relations: An Evolutionary                   
Interpretation.” Journal of Criminal Justice. 

Hopcroft, Rosemary L. 2016. “Comment on Lee and 
Conley (2016), ‘Does the Gender of Offspring      
Affect Parental Political Orientation?’: Lee and   
Conley’s Null Findings Are Likely due to          
Measurement Error in their Measure of Sex of First 
Child.” Social Forces 95(2) 893–97. 

Hopcroft, Rosemary L. 2016. “Grand Challenges in 
Evolutionary Sociology and Biosociology.”       
Frontiers in Sociology 1:2.  

Hopcroft, Rosemary L., and David O. Martin. 2016. 
“Parental Investments and Educational Outcomes: 
Trivers–Willard in the U.S.” Frontiers in            
Sociology. 1:3 

Kalkhoff, Will, Shane R. Thye, and Stanford W.   
Gregory, Jr. 2017. “Nonverbal Vocal Adaptation 
and Audience Perceptions of Dominance and Pres-
tige.” Social Psychology Quarterly. 

Kalkhoff, Will, Shane R. Thye, and Joshua Pollock. 
2016. “Developments in Neurosociology.”          
Sociology Compass 10:242–58. 

Kalkhoff, Will, et al. 2016. “Neural Processing of   
Identity-Relevant Feedback: An                           
Electroencephalographic Study.” New Directions in 
Identity Theory & Research, edited by J.E. Stets & 
R.T. Serpe. Oxford University Press. 

Melamed, David, Will Kalkhoff, Siqi Han, and 
Xiangrui Li. 2017. “The Neural Bases of Status-
Based Influence.” Socius: Sociological Research 
for a Dynamic World 3:1-10. 

Books 
Hopcroft, Rosemary L. (Ed.). 2018. Oxford        

Handbook of Evolution, Biology & Society.      
Oxford University Press. 

Franks, David. 2018. Neurosociology:                
Fundamentals and Recent Findings. New York, 
NY: Springer. 

Turner, Jonathan H., and Richard Machalek. 2018. 
The New Evolutionary Sociology: New and       
Revised Methodological and Theoretical           
Approaches. New York, NY: Routledge. 

Turner, Jonathan H., Alexandra Maryanski, Anders 
Petersen, and Armin Geertz. 2018. The Emergence 
and Evolution of Religion: By Means of Natural   
Selection. New York, NY: Routledge. 

Op-eds 
Morrison, Peter, and Dudley Poston. 2017. “Three 

myths of U.S. immigration.” San Antonio Express-
News. March 4. 

Poston, Dudley, and Rogelio Sáenz. 2017. “U.S. 
whites will soon be the minority in number, but 
not power.” The Baltimore Sun. Nov. 3. 

Poston, Dudley. 2017. “Trump's border wall won't 
work.” The Eagle. April 26.  

Poston, Dudley, and Nicole Farris. 2017. “If Puerto  
Rico gets statehood, some states lose House 
seats.” San Antonio Express-News. June 21. 

Articles & Chapters Articles & Chapters continued... 
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