
Greetings, Section on Sex & Gender 
members! 

As you may have noticed, we are 
getting a very late start on our news-
letter this year. But I am thrilled to 
have Rasha Aly (Editor, University of 
Cincinnati) and Danielle Giffort 
(Assistant Editor, University of Illi-
nois, Chicago) on board as our edi-
tors. If you have ideas for content – 
or, even better, if you’d like to write 
some content – please contact Rasha 
or Danielle. 

Behind the scenes, our section offi-
cers, council members and commit-
tee members have been hard at work 
on a number of projects, now coming 
to fruition. 

First, thanks to our hard-working 

Nominations Committee, chaired by 
our Past Chair, Jyoti Puri, we have an 
excellent slate of candidates for our 
next wave of section leadership. Ad-
ditionally, with the help of Jennifer 
Reich and Patti Giuffre (as well as 
Jyoti and past Past Chair, Nancy 
Naples), we have a new and (I hope!) 
much improved set of section bylaws 
for you to vote on as well. (Next year, 
we will have a follow-up round of 
revisions to take care of loose ends 
created by these initial large-scale 
revisions.)  

Please take a few minutes to exer-
cise your right to vote in the ASA 
election, which closes June 1st. 

Continued on page 2 

Note from the Editors, Rasha Aly and Danielle Giffort 

Greetings! We were very excited to 
be appointed as editors of the Sex & 
Gender section newsletter this April.  

This spring's newsletter is small in 
size, but big in accomplishments! 
Check out the announcements to see 
all the great things our section mem-

bers have been doing - from winning 
awards to publishing books! 

We look forward to putting out future 
newsletters and even plan on including 
some new features! Look out for our 
upcoming summer newsletter which 
will spotlight the work of grad student 

section members, as well as provide 
information on section events and 
sessions at the ASA conference in 
Denver! 

Thanks to those who have contrib-
uted to this issue. Deadline for sub-
mission for the next issue is June 15. 
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Letter from the Chair 
Dr. Betsy Lucal, Indiana University South Bend 



With Mignon Moore (chair, 
Section on Race, Class and Gen-
der) and Kristen Schilt (chair, 
Section on Sexualities), I am 
helping to organize our co-
sponsored section reception, 
where all 3 sections will give 
their awards. We will convene 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Katie 

Mullen’s Restau-
rant and Bar, 16th 

Street Mall at 
1550 Court Place 
in Denver on 
Aug. 17. We 
hope to realize 
Mignon’s fabu-
lous idea of hav-
ing a DJ to pro-
vide music for us 
to dance to after 

the awards cere-
mony. So, please, plan to join 
us! 

Third, our awards sub-
committees are completing 
their work and contacting the 
winners of our section awards. 
It is never too soon to think 
about nominating someone 
next year for our Distinguished 
Article and Distinguished Book 
Awards or for the Feminist 
Scholar-Activism Award. 
Surely, there’s someone whose 
work you think should be rec-
ognized — maybe even your 
own.  

If our bylaws revisions pass, 
we will be institutionalizing a 
number of new opportunities 
for members to serve the sec-
tion. We are one of the largest 
sections of ASA, yet, with our 
old bylaws in place, we put, in 
my opinion, too much burden 
on our small cadre of officers 
and willingness — really, the 
eagerness — of our members 
to volunteer to assist with the 
work of the section. In populat-
ing our committees and look-
ing for people to organize ses-
sions for the section, it was 

heartening never to be turned 
down and to find people who 
actually seemed pleased to 
have been asked to serve. If 
the bylaws revisions pass, I 
will be looking for members 
to serve on a number of new 
committees, so please be 
thinking about what you 
might like to do for our sec-
tion. 

In that spirit, I would like to 
thank our past chair, Jyoti 
Puri, for her unflagging assis-
tance to me as chair of the 
section. While I had previ-
ously served as chair of the 
Section on Teaching and 
Learning in Sociology, I have 
still needed to call on Jyoti 
numerous times over the last 
several months to find out 
how our section does things 
or where I can find out how 
things have been done in the 
past. Jyoti’s support has been 
critical to my ability to serve 
our section well.   

Finally, I assume many of you 
have been following the plight 
of Jammie Price, Professor of 
Sociology at Appalachian 
State University, who was 
placed on administrative 
leave after a few students 
complained about the content 
of one of her courses. As all of 
us who teach about gender, 
sexuality and other forms of 
inequality know, some do not 
take kindly to the perspec-
tives we bring to light in the 
classroom. Erik Olin Wright 
and others have provided 
letters of support for Dr. 
Price. According to ASA pol-
icy, sections may not take 
public stands on issues; only 
the ASA President and Council 
may do so. However, should 
you decide to sign on to a 
letter of support for Jammie, 
you may indicate your affilia-
tion with our section and with 

ASA for informational pur-
poses. There has also been 
some discussion about a future 
ASA session where individuals 
like Dr. Price, Jodi O’Brien, 
Mindy Stombler and others 
who have faced such negative 
responses as a result of their 
teaching/research might speak 
about their experiences. 

If you have a colleague, friend 
or acquaintance who is not a 
member of our section but 
should be, consider forwarding 
them our section newsletter 
and suggesting that they con-
sider joining the section. I hope 
to make us the largest ASA sec-
tion by the end of my term; but 
I need your help to recruit 
more members. Recruit, re-
cruit, recruit! 

I look forward to seeing many 
of you in Denver. It is going to 
be a great meeting! 

Letter from the Chair, continued from page 1 

“It is never too soon to 

think about nominating 

someone next year for our 

Distinguished Article and 

Distinguished Book 

Awards or for the Feminist 

Scholar-Activism Award.” 
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Awards and Honors 

Susan Markens, assistant professor in 
the Department of Sociology at CUNY-
Lehman College, received the “New In-
vestigator Research Excellence Award.” 
This annual award is given to an unten-
ured, assistant professor to recognize 
his or her achievements while at Leh-
man College.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Messner, professor at the Uni-
versity of Southern California’s Dana 
and David College of Letters, Arts and 
Science, received the USC Mellon Men-
toring Award for Faculty Mentoring 
Faculty. The USC Mellon Mentoring 
Awards helps honor individual faculty 
for helping build a supportive academic 
environment at USC through faculty-to-
student and faculty-to-faculty mentor-
ing.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

New Publications by Section Mem-
bers 

 

Ryan Ashley Caldwell, assistant professor of soci-
ology at Soka University of America, recently pub-
lished the book, Fallgirls: Gender and the Framing 
of Torture at Abu Ghraib, in March. Caldwell pro-
vides an analysis of the Abu Gharaib abuses from 
the first-hand observations of the court-martials of 
Lynndie England and Sabrina Harman. 
 
 
Susan J. Ferguson, associate professor of sociol-
ogy at Grinnell College, in Grinnell, Iowa,  is the 
editor of a new book being released in 2012  enti-
tled, Race, Gender, Sexuality, and Social Class: Di-
mensions of Inequality. The book gives an overview 
of race, ethnicity, gender, and social class issues 
within the United States. 
 
 
Catherine Harnois, assistant professor at Wake 
Forest University, published a new book, Feminist 
Measures in Survey Research, in January. The book 
describes how a feminist approach can be used in 
every aspect of research, from using statistical 
methods to creating survey designs. Readers may 
also question assumptions made in many basic 
research practices. 

 

Ralph LaRossa, professor at Georgia State Univer-
sity, recently published Of War and Men: World 
War II in the Lives of Fathers and Their Families in 
2011. LaRossa shows the diverse experiences of 
World War II and how those war experiences, from 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor to the assassination 
of John F. Kennedy Jr., effected fatherhood.   
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New Publications by Section Mem-
bers, continued from page 3 
 
Susan Markens, assistant professor in the De-
partment of Sociology at CUNY-Lehman College, 
has a new article, “The Global Reproductive 
Health Market: U.S. Media Framings and Public 
Discourses About Transnational Surrogacy,” pub-
lished in a special issue of Social Science & Medi-
cine on gender and health.  

Announcements, continued from page 3 

Institute: Transforming Teaching and Learning 
from June 6-9 at the University of Colorado at 
Colorado Springs. The three-day seminar focuses 
on inequality and social injustice.  The cost is 
$800 through May 20 and $1000 afterwards. The 
institute is housed at the University of Colorado’s 
the Matrix – the Center for the Advancement of 
Social Equity and Inclusion. For more informa-
tion, visit www.uccs.edu/~knapsack/. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New PhDs 
 
Brandy Simula successfully defended her disser-
tation, "A 'Different Economy of Bodies and Pleas-
ures'?: Gender, Power, and Sexuality in BDSM 
Interactions" and received her Ph.D.  in Women's, 
Gender, and Sexuality Studies with a disciplinary 
concentration in Sociology from Emory Univer-
sity. 

Transitions  
 
Beginning this fall Leslie K. Wang will begin a 
tenure-track position in Grand Valley State Uni-
versity’s department of sociology. Wang received 
her doctorate from the University of California, 
Berkeley in 2010. 
 
Ophra Leyser-Whalen will be moving from her 
postdoctoral research position at the Center for 
Interdisciplinary Research in Women's Health at 
the University of Texas Medical Branch to an as-
sistant professor position at the Dept of Sociology 
and Anthropology at the University of Texas El 
Paso. Leyser-Whalen received her doctorate from 
Kansas University in sociology. 

Upcoming Conferences and Events 
 
2012 Summer Evaluation Institute  
 
Those who are interested in learning more about 
program evaluating are invited to attend the 2012 
Summer Evaluation Institute from June 3-6 in 
Atlanta. Cost is $395 for AEA members and the 
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention staff, 
$250 for full-time students, and $445 for all other 
registrants.  Preconference workshops cost $150. 
Sessions are filled on a first-come basis. The pro-
gram is sponsored by the AEA and CDC. For infor-
mation, visit the Web site at: http://
www.eval.org/SummerInstitute12/default.asp. 
 
 

Knapsack Institute: Transforming Teach-
ing and Learning  
 
Those wanting to learn more about how to teach 
gender, race, class, and sexuality topics in the 
classroom are invited to register for the Knapsack 

Send information about new books, ar-
ticles, upcoming conferences, awards, 
and any other news about our Section 
Members that you would like to have 
appear in the next newsletter to Rasha 
Aly (Editor) at alyrh@mail.uc.edu and 
Danielle Giffort (Assistant Editor) at 
dgiffo2@uic.edu 
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Next Issue 

 

Publication Date: June 22, 2012 

Submissions Due: June 15, 2012 

2011-2012 

Sex & Gender Council 

 
Shelly J. Correll, Stanford Unviersity 
 

Abby L. Ferber, University of Colorado, Colorado 
Springs 
 

Jessica Fields, San Francisco State University 
  

Mindy Stomber, Georgia State University 
 

Kimberly D. Richman, University of San Fran-
cisco  

 
Mary Nell Trautner, University at Buffalo, State 
University of New York  
 

Tal Peretz, University of Southern California 
(Graduate Student Representative)  
 

Anna Sorensen, University of California, Santa 
Barbara (Graduate Student Representative)  

2011-2012  

Sex & Gender Officers 

 

Chair: Betsy Lucal, Indiana University South 
Bend  
 

Chair-Elect: Kathleen J Ferraro, Northern Ari-
zona University  
 

Past-Chair: Jyoti Puri, Simmons College  
 

Secretary/Treasurer: Mangala Subramaniam, 
Purdue University  
 

Newsletter Editor: Rasha Aly, University of Cin-
cinnati 
 

Assistant Newsletter Editor: Danielle Giffort, 
University of Illinois at Chicago 
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