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WORKING PAPER ON TRANSGENDER / GENDER QUEER 

Coordinators: Kristen Schilt & Tey Meadow 
 
What is the past, present and future of trans research in sociology? Historically, medico-
psychological studies have pathologized trans people. Sociological studies have used trans 

people as objects of research to build foundational gender theory, often with little concern for 

trans participants’ life experiences. In this historical context, the future of research about trans 
people in sociology must proceed with special care. Researchers should consider how the 

knowledge they produce impacts trans people. Our discussion in this work group focused on the 
ethics of studying trans populations, with particular attention to the ways researchers work 

with gender variant children. We identified some problems surrounding the topical area in the 
discipline as well as possible directions for sociological research about trans people and issues. 

Studies that treat trans people as subjects, rather than objects, that investigate the particular 

inequalities and injustices transgender people encounter, and that attend to ethical questions 
are becoming more numerous. However, researchers continue to encounter difficulties in 

expanding the field of trans studies. 
 

Currently, there is a structural inequality within the discipline that negatively affects both 
trans sociologists and cisgender (non-trans) scholars who work in the area of trans research. 

Anecdotal evidence points to stigma surrounding the topic, which impedes trans sociologists and 
sociologists who study trans issues from obtaining tenure-track jobs. Studies on trans people are 

frequently dismissed and placed in the already marginalized area of sexualities research, 

though trans research spans a vast array of other topics, many of which do not involve issues of 
sexuality. Trans research has broad implications and offers important sociological insights into 

how institutions and processes such as the family, race, education, and gender operate. 
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Furthermore, trans research has the potential to inform policy and foster meaningful social 

change for both trans and cisgender people. We are thus calling for explicit attention to these 
issues and formal support from ASA. We recommend: a) An ASA-sponsored workshop on how to 

market one’s work when it encompasses trans issues, or b) ASA-sponsored mentorship and 
networking support for trans scholars and scholars doing research on trans issues. 


