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Message from the Chair: 
Dear Section on Latina/o Sociology Members, 

I hope this note, which I am writing in the days after 
the Republicans wrested control of the Senate from 
Democrats, finds you well. Whatever “side of the 
aisle,” (if any) you may identify with, one thing is for 
sure: Latina/o political participation matters and both 
sides will ramp up their efforts to win Latina/o votes in 
the next election. What the President, senators, and 
republicans will actually accomplish over the next two 
years to do so is not at all clear; but one thing that is 
very clear: WE WILL BE WATCHING!    

This year’s ASA on the theme, Sexualities in the Social 
World, will be in Chi-town, August 22-25, 2015. 
Following a four year rotation, our section day falls on 
the first day of the conference this year. Because we 
are scheduled on the first day, we have the 
opportunity to organize the Norma Williams 
Workshop, which will take place on August 21st (mark 
your calendars). Our heartfelt thanks to Leisy Abrego 
and Veronica Terriquez, co-chairs, who are in the 
planning stages for what promises to be a really 
exciting workshop! More details will follow soon. 

Continue on page 2 



NOTAS  Fall 2014 
	  

	   2 
	  

I am happy to report that our membership is on the increase – we are now at 414 
members! Because we reached and surpassed 400 members, we’ve been granted a 
third panel at the 2015 ASA.  This is great news and I urge you continue to reach out 
to your colleagues and encourage them to join our section.     

I want to thank Julie Dowling, our fearless Chair-Elect, for putting together a great 
program for 2015. Our program includes three regular sessions and a roundtable 
session. The three sessions are: 1) Criminalization, Violence, and Social 
Harm Affecting Latino Communities; 2) Latinidades: Intersectional  
Identit ies in the 21st Century; and 3) Latina/o Civic and Polit ical 
Participation.  Julie did a great job in developing panels on broad themes that 
seek to capture the Latina/o experience in the United States. I am grateful to her, all 
the other members of the program committee, and those who have volunteered to 
help with the roundtables, in making our 2015 ASA planning and coordinating go 
so smoothly. We also look forward to our joint reception with SREM, and thank 
Silvia Dominguez, SREM’s chair, for inviting us. It’s always a great time when we 
hang with SREM, even if we have to wait in line! 

 As mentioned earlier, there will be a small fee to attend the reception (more details 
on that soon). We haven’t asked for a fee in the recent past, but as we are planning 
the NW workshop, and are also slated to throw a smaller and more intimate 
reception in 2016, we want to make sure we can afford these special events. We 
thank you for your cooperation and understanding! 

Finally, please start thinking of folks you’d like to nominate to our FIVE section 
awards: the Founders Award, the Julian Samora Distinguished Career Award, the 
Distinguished Contribution to Research Book Award, the Distinguished 
Contribution to Research Article Award, and the Cristina Maria Riegos Student 
Paper Award. Nominations are due by April 17, 2015.  More details are included in 
this issue. 

I look forward to seeing you in Chi-town in August! If you have any questions or 
comments for me, please don’t hesitate to reach out at zvaldez@ucmerced.edu. 

Sincerely, 

Zulema  
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ASA 2014 Latina/o Section Award Recipients 

In San Francisco this summer, we had the pleasure of acknowledging our colleagues and 
their contributions to Latina/o Sociology. 

Founders Award 

José Z. Calderón 
Pitzer College  
 
In celebration of the scholar and in gratitude for 
his efforts, this award recognizes the 
outstanding contributions and leadership of 
José Calderon within the Latina/o Section.  He 
has made his mark on research in ethnography, 
community organizing and coalition building, 
bringing diversity into the classroom, and 
service learning.  His collaborations with other 
scholars and mentorship of students has 
increased the visibility of the Section and 
helped it flourish.     

	  
	  

	  

Distinguished Career Award 

Vilma Ortiz 
University of California, Los Angeles 
 

The Distinguished Career Award recognizes an 
individual who has not only made significant 
contributions to the field of Latina/o Sociology 
through scholarship and publications, but through 
prodigious teaching and earnest mentorship.  
With an outstanding career etched across over 25 
years at the University of California Los Angeles, 
Vilma Ortiz has left an imprint on studies of 
Latinas/os in the United States, and broad 
theoretical constructs of race, assimilation, and 
gender. 
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Distinguished Contribution to Research:  Book Award Winner 
Edward Orozco Flores 
University of California, Merced 
God's Gangs: Barrio Ministry, 
Masculinity, and Gang Recovery 
 
Edward Orozco Flores has made a 
remarkable sociological contribution in 
studying the intersection of Latino gang 
life and urban ministry, weaving an 
intricate qualitative work of reinvention 
and rededication.   

	  
	  

Distinguished Contribution to Research:  Book Honorable Mention 
Silvia Dominguez 
Northeastern University 
Getting Ahead: Social Mobility, Public 
Housing, and Immigrant Networks 
 
Silvia Dominguez’s book has been hailed 
for its contribution to literature on social 
mobility, immigrant women, individual 
agency, family, and social networks.   
 

	  
	  

Distinguished Contribution to Research:  Article Award Winner 
Cecil ia Menjívar, Arizona State 
University and Leisy J. Abrego 
University of California, Los Angeles 
“Legal Violence: Immigration Law and the 
Lives of Central American Immigrants” 
 
Cecilia Menjívar and Leisy Abrego have 
accomplished a considerable qualitative 
and theoretical feat in their examination of 
immigration law and the harsh reality of 
legal violence it imposes on the everyday 
life experiences and long-term 
incorporation of Central American 
immigrants in tenuous legal status.    
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Distinguished Contribution to Research:  Article Honorable 

Mention 
Tanya Golash-Boza 
University of California, Merced 
Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo 
University of Southern California 
“Latino Immigrant Men and the Deportation 
Crisis: A Gendered Racial Removal Program” 
 
Tanya Golash-Boza and Pierrette Hondagneu-
Sotelo marshal a convincing argument that 
growing trends in mass deportation among Latino 
working class men has become a “gendered and 
racial removal project of the state,” borne of the 
male joblessness crisis, War on Terror, and the 
criminalization of Black and Latino males.   

	  

	  

Cristina Maria Riegos Student Paper Award 
Michael Rodríguez-Muñiz 
Brown University 
“Cultivating Consent: State Legibility, Latino Spokespersons, and the 
U.S. 2010 Census” 
 
Michael Rodríguez-Muñiz develops the concept of “consent-building" 
as a fragile and labor-intensive process to obtain assent for state 
projects. This case study of Latino promoters of the 2010 Census 
prompts great theoretical advancement in the sociology of state, and 
Latina/o sociology.   
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With the coming year’s ASA meetings focusing on Sexuality and the Social, the Latina/o 
Sociology section invited some of its members engaged in both Latina/o and sexualities 
scholarship to engage in re-membering the past 15-20 years of their careers, and the central 
place Latina/o studies and sexuality studies had within. Here, Gloria González- López and 
Salvador Vidal-Ortiz share some experiences in their entrance to the field, as well as 
impressions, reflections, stories, and ways of moving a scholarship that looks at Latino issues 
and populations, and sexualities, forward. 	  

GGL: “¿Podemos hablar de sexo?” (Can we talk about sex?) Eight immigrant women mostly 
from Mexico animatedly asked. They were part of the support group that I facilitated in an 
inner city Los Angeles community in the 1990s. Prior to presenting this request to me, these 
women were silent about sexuality matters in these group discussions, but interestingly 
sexuality was at the core of their concerns about heterosexual relationships, condom use, 
sexual abuse of children, sexuality related topics in talk shows, so I addressed their silence 
about sexuality. Therefore, a group on sexuality related issues took a life of its own and 
announced for me a dissertation project I was excited about without knowing the immediate 
future. “What, Mexican immigrant women and sex? What kind of research proposal is this?” I 
remember the reaction of a senior professor when I came into his office to get his IRB 
approval. He was the assigned faculty in charge of reading and signing off IRB proposals for 
students at my graduate program. Although I had just learned from these immigrant women 
about sexuality as a relevant issue that needed to be voiced, I was an insecure graduate 
student who did not even know if I wanted to become an academic in the first place, so my 
insecurity felt validated by the professor’s reaction. Through a mentor, shortly after I learned 
about another graduate student who in isolation was conducting research on sexuality and 
Mexican migration with gay men. His name was Lionel Cantú and he was also working on his 
fieldwork in Southern California; we soon became friends. He finished his dissertation, and a 
few months later I defended mine. All along I felt validated and supported by the presence 
and work of Tomás Almaguer, the first sociologist who examined Latino sexuality, in 
particular one special dimension in the lives of Chicano gay men. 

It has been 15 years already since then and the status of sexuality research in sociology got to 
blossom in informative ways. This was possible in part due to the support of the Social 

En confianza y  sin vergüenza: U.S. Latinas and Latinos, and Sexuality 
Research in Sociology 

By Gloria González-López and Salvador Vidal-Ortiz 

	  



NOTAS  Fall 2014 
	  

	   7 

Sciences Research Council’s Sexuality Research Fellowship Program (SSRC-SRFP) sponsored 
by the Ford Foundation, which funded the work of some of us who are now active sexuality 
researchers in sociology. Lionel left us too soon and I actually became an academic.  

SVO: Lionel Cantú also shaped in some ways my trajectory as a scholar. I was conducting 
research on masculinities and transgender men in San Francisco, as part of my Master’s 
degree, when I met him. It was our series of conversations that made me think about the 
types of research I wanted to conduct, landing me to working in topics around racialization 
and sex/gender/sexuality research. I started my PhD in 1999, and at that time, I was not 
hearing the same messages about “throwing my career down the toilet” as Gloria, Lionel, and 
other scholars did. My work in NYC on Santería, gender, sexuality and race was something I 
completed in part because Lionel supported the conceptualization of that research idea. Like 
Gloria, I also benefitted from the SSRC-SRFP and other fellowships that helped support my 
work and enhanced my community of scholars, including sociologists, invested in the study 
of sexuality and race.  

But in some ways my research experience went back to my earlier experiences with 
community based work, before graduate school, and before meeting Lionel. I was involved in 
work with Latina/o communities, and became involved in what was then called the National 
Latino/a Lesbian and Gay Organization (LLEGÓ). I was intrigued by what seemed the lack of 
attention to LGBT Latina/o communities, in particular, transgender Latinas/os. The impact of 
AIDS in the early 1990s also helped me and I became determined to study, once again, 
sociology. It was through the organizing of Latina/o queer community groups that I became 
invested in returning to academia, for practical as well as theoretical reasons; sociology 
offered me a world of options I had yet to grasp. 

The study of sexuality in sociology is actually relatively new, and for scholars who conduct 
sexuality research with Latinas and Latinos, the history is even more recent. For those of us in 
this area of specialization in our profession, our intellectual genealogy has its roots in 
dynamic and interconnected conversation with different bodies of knowledge such as 
sociology of sexuality, Latino scholarship in sociology, gender and race in particular, as well 
as Latina/o sexuality studies across disciplines. 

Sociology of Sexualities 

Mary McIntosh’s article The Homosexual Role published in 1968 paved the way to think about 
homosexuality not as an inherent element of the self, but of homosexuality as relational, and 
hence social. McIntosh’s seminal contribution offered an interactive analysis of sex, gender, 
and sexual insignia, dislodging it from, and complicating the simplistic “sex is biological, 
gender is social.” And so, McIntosh symbolically announced ‘doing gender,’ an influential 
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sociological paradigm yet about to come, while thinking about homosexuality. John Gagnon 
and William Simon released Sexual Conduct, a book that was first published in 1973, now a 
classic and a must read in the field. By then, the thought provoking book, Tearoom trade: a 
study of homosexual encounters in public places (1970) by Laud Humphrey had been 
released to expose an endless list of relevant issues and concerns for the sociological study 
of sexuality, including but not limited to methods, ethics, the fluidity among identity, desire, 
and behavior, and the tensions and contradictions surrounding morality discourses and the 
actual sexual behavior of men, among other relevant issues for researchers conducting 
research about sex related matters. That was the beginning of a well-established genealogy 
of sociologists who study sexuality with white populations in the United States, a trajectory 
also in conversation across disciplines and followed in the immediate years to come, 
including but not limited by the influential presence and work of sociologists Phil Blumstein 
and Pepper Schwartz, Wendy Chapkis, Judith Howard, Peter Nardi, Beth Schneider, and 
Steven Seidman, in the United States, and outside, sociologists like Barry Adam, Mary 
McIntosh, Ken Plummer, Lynne Segal, Jeffrey Weeks, among others. Some of these 
pioneering sociologists conducting sexuality research with white, mainstream populations 
mentored some of us. The AIDS/HIV epidemic by then was about to take the world and 
academia by surprise, becoming a crisis in the late 1980s and early 1990s, making it a 
pressing issue not only for white, mainstream sexuality studies but also for those concerned 
about the well-being of communities of color. Empirical research with Latino communities 
and HIV/AIDS was about to emerge.  

Sociology of Latinas and Latinos 

Chicano Men: A Cartography of Homosexual Identity and Behavior (1991), published by 
Tomás Almaguer, became a revelation and an academic trailblazer at the intersection of 
sociology of sexualities and Latino studies, validating our academic interests and professional 
goals as an emerging generation of Latina sociologists interested in sexuality, gender, and 
culture. We view both its contributions—to link the study of racial social location, and the 
liminal placement of Chicanos (and other Latinos) in the U.S. American imaginary; its multiple 
dimensions of thinking through desire, including psychoanalytic readings—as well as the 
challenges of his work (as one of the few non-White sociologists writing on race and sexuality, 
his work was often reduced to a simplified “Latinos cannot identify as gay” analysis). Gender 
studies in Latina/o sociology contributed to these conversations, most emblematically by the 
work of Maxine Baca Zinn, Elisa Facio, Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo, Cecilia Menjívar, and 
Denise Segura who provided a critical lens and helped us as sociologists who looked at 
Latina/os and sexuality from a critical perspective and in social and cultural contexts. This 
echoed late 1980s work of Chicana theorist Gloria Anzaldúa and the emerging perspective of 
intersectionality—gender, race, class, and sexuality.  
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But the early 1990s marked a historical moment: the HIV/AIDS epidemic was confronting 
researchers with a crisis that propelled us to investigate sexuality, sexual behavior in 
particular, in Latino communities. In other words, HIV/AIDS became the trigger and crisis that 
forced us to talk about sexuality across disciplines. Scholars conducting HIV/AIDS related 
research with Latino populations included professionals trained in psychology, public health, 
social work, anthropology among other disciplines and fields. Non-sociologist scholars in 
these disciplines and fields include for example Sonya Grant Arreola, George Ayala, Héctor 
Carrillo, Carlos Decena, Rafael Díaz, Jennifer Hirsch, Barbara VanOss Marín and Gerardo 
Marín, and Kurt Organista, among others. They looked at the social and cultural determinants 
of sexual health and Latinos, that is, sexuality and sexual behavior beyond the medicalization 
and epidemiology-based models. The 1990s boom of HIV/AIDS research with Latinos 
created bridges in different directions with other disciplines, including sociology, validating 
the relevance and urgency of conducting rigorous sexuality research with these U.S. Latino 
communities and families. But it would be a little bit before sociology would catch up in 
doing the social and socio-cultural research needed in studying Latinos and HIV. 

As an emerging field, Latina and Latino sexuality studies had continued its bridging out 
outside and within sociology, including the groundbreaking work on queerness and some 
U.S. Latino cultures, for instance, with Mexican immigrant men who have sex with men by 
Héctor Carrillo and his Trajectos Project research team, with Dominican men by Carlos 
Decena, with Puerto Rican men by Manolo Guzmán, and on migration, sexuality, and 
racialization by Eithne Luibheid. The “Sin Vergüenza Conference: An Interdisciplinary 
Conference of Latino/a Sexuality,” organized by Tomás Almaguer at the University of 
Michigan in April 2000 announced for some of us an emerging field, the vibrant projects in 
the making, and those yet to come. Other Latina and Latino scholars who were not trained as 
sociologists have impacted sociological approaches to study sexuality, including Juana María 
Rodríguez (Queer Latinidad), José Esteban Muñoz (Disidentifications; Cruising Utopia), 
Marcia Ochoa (Queen for a Day), and Horacio Roque-Ramírez. That non-sociologists such as 
these were thinking of racialization, diaspora, and sexuality together was of no surprise; that 
they were opening doors to the thinking established by Moraga and Anzaldúa was a 
significant influence some sociologists are still exploring, making our work sometimes 
interdisciplinary.  
 
In Sociology, The Sexuality of Migration: Border Crossings and Mexican Immigrant Men, was 
written as a dissertation that Lionel Cantú defended in 1999, which was edited by Nancy 
Naples and Salvador Vidal-Ortiz, and published ten years later (after his untimely death, in 
2002, Naples and Vidal-Ortiz took on the task). Groundbreaking and informative, Cantú 
looked at the lives of men who have sex with men within the context of migration and their 
economic and material realities, as well as gay asylum and gay tourism in Mexico. Erotic 
Journeys: Mexican Immigrants and Their Sex Lives (2005) was a pre- and post dissertation 
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project Gloria González-López defended in 2000, exposing the sex lives of self-identified 
heterosexual women and men within contexts of U.S.-Mexico migration and settlement, 
socioeconomic marginality and gender inequality, challenging stereotypes and demystifying 
their lives as desexualized beings, as traditionally and historically portrayed in the sociology 
of migration studies. Highly needed and revealing, Fertile Matters: The Politics of Mexican-
Origin Women’s Reproduction (2008) by Elena Gutiérrez examines the reproductive lives of 
women of Mexican origin, examining painful stereotypes and controversial social problems. 
Respect Yourself, Protect Yourself: Latina Girls and Sexual Identity (2012) by Lorena García is a 
refreshing and inspirational book about Latina youth and sexuality, exposing the intricacies of 
gender, race and class dynamics in this process. Oye Loca: From the Mariel Boatlift to Gay 
Cuban Miami (2013) by Susana Peña is a beautifully written and sensitive book about the lives 
of gay men of Cuban origin within the historical complexities involved prior and post 
migration, examinations that involve personal stories, government documents as well as 
cultural texts. And last but not least, Katie Acosta published Amigas y Amantes: Sexually 
Nonconforming Latinas Negotiate Family, a book released in the Fall 2013, an urgently 
needed publication that finally gives voice to the stories of Latinas who do not conform with 
sexual expectations with regard to sex and relationships, that is, Latina women who have sex 
and establish romantic relationships with women. In the midst of these two prolific decades, 
Latina/o Sexualities: Probing Powers, Passions, and Policies (2010), edited by Marysol Asencio, 
reunited the multiple and contrasting voices of scholars conducting sexuality research with 
Latinas and Latinos across disciplines, including some of the aforementioned authors and 
other senior and highly respected senior scholars, including Tomás Almaguer and historian 
Ramón Gutiérrez. The above genealogy includes scholars who have authored their work 
through books, although we are aware of other scholars trained in our profession who have 
conducted sexuality research with Latina and Latino populations and who have published in 
the sole-author article formatting or as members of a research team, some of these include 
for example Jorge Fontdevila, Antonio (Jay) Pastrana, and James Thing.   

Given the vibrant and ever growing field of Latina and Latino sexuality studies, the 2015 
American Sociological Association conference, which embraces the “Sexualities in the Social 
World” theme, has become an opportunity to validate the work we have produced while 
being situated on the multiple margins within our profession, and it also represents a 
promising opportunity of professional expansion and intellectual excitement and growth for 
us. Scholarship examining U.S. Latinas, Latinos and sexuality, as well as Latin American based 
conversation of relevance for U.S. Latino populations, will be showcased at the 2015 
American Sociological Association in Chicago as part of the following sessions: 

(1) Author-Meets-Critics to discuss Katie Acosta’s book Amigas y Amantes: Sexually 
Nonconforming Latinas Negotiate Family (2013), published by Rutgers University Press. 
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(2) Thematic Session: Sexuality Research on U.S. Latinas and Latinos. This panel will 
reunite Latina and Latino scholars conducting sexuality research to engage in a critical 
dialogue about the past, present, and future of sociological research examining 
different and contrasting aspects of the sex lives of U.S. Latina and Latino populations. 
It will pay special attention to the urgent and emerging issues to be studied for current 
and future generations of researchers, Latina/o or not, in sociology. 

(3) Thematic Session: Contemporary Gender/Sexual Politics in Latin America. This session 
will discuss gender and sexuality related issues taking place in contrasting countries 
and regions in Latin America.  

(4) Transgendering Human Rights: Lessons from Latina America. This panel will feature 
scholars who will discuss relevant advancements of the activist and human rights 
processes in Latin America, which have granted transgender men and women the 
right of self identification, and surgical and gender affirmation services, among other 
achievements. That these rights have been finalized in the global south, and not the 
United States, shows the potential in thinking about the region not merely as an 
empirical study site, but as a policy, and theory generating, source. 
 

Looking ahead, it will be important to continue to explore, and expand, on the links between 
sociology, Latina and Latino Studies, and sexuality studies. Latina and Latino sexuality studies 
are already prominent in sociology, but we seek to establish the topic of sexuality scholarship, 
focusing on Latinas and Latinos, and within sociology, as a greatly underdeveloped field, one 
that necessitates of the support of both Latina/o Sociology and Sexualities section members. 
The work ahead should be informed by many of the scholars mentioned here, and at the 
same time, it is crucial that Latina/o sexuality scholarship in sociology moves beyond the not 
yet solidified canon. Some of the areas necessary for further development include (but are 
not limited to) the gendered elements of sexuality among Latina/o communities; religion and 
sexuality, sexuality and reproduction beyond the stereotypes; heterosexual Latino men’s 
desire; reconfigurations of Latina/o sex-gender-power angles beyond sexual aim/object 
choice, and sex work and erotic labor and Latinidades; sexuality and disability; aging and 
sexuality; sexuality and U.S. Latina/o pop culture. As sociologists, we have plenty to offer to 
the study of sexuality and Latina and Latino studies. By paying attention to the intersection of 
these areas in sociology, our field will continue to thrive, paving the way for a newer era of 
sociologists studying Latina/o sexualities, potentially pushing further las fronteras of our own 
sociological imagination.   

NOTE: We are aware that we might be inadvertently excluding scholars who have worked their 
sexuality projects as part of unpublished MA thesis, dissertations, those who are not part of 
these mainstream professional circles, or people we might have inadvertently omitted in these 
multiple genealogies. We apologize for those unintentional exclusions.  
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Members’ News 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Manuel Barajas, California State University Sacramento, will serve a three-year term as 
Sociological Perspectives journal co-editor, 2016–2018. 

Stephanie A. Bohon, University of Tennessee at Knoxville, was recently elected President of 
the Southern Demographic Association for the term starting in 2016. 

Katie Dingeman-Cerda received a Postdoctoral Fellowship in the Department of Sociology 
and Criminology at the University of Denver. 

Jerry Flores was hired as an Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice in the Social Work 
program at the University of Washington-Tacoma. 

Jerry Flores, University of Washington-Tacoma, landed a UC President's Post.  

Jerry Flores, University of Washington-Tacoma, secured a book contract from University of 
California press for his forthcoming book titled Caught Up: Girls, Surveillance and 
Wraparound Incarceration. 

Caught Up follows the lives of 50 Latina girls in “El Valle” Juvenile Detention Center 
and “Legacy” community school located 40 miles outside of Los Angeles, CA. Their 
path through these two institutions reveals the accelerated fusion of California schools 
and institutions of confinement. For example, the connection between both of these 
sites is a concerted effort between Legacy Community School and El Valle 
administrators to provide young people with wraparound services. These well-
intentioned services are designed to provide youth with support at home, at school 
and in the actual detention center. However, Flores argues that wraparound services 
more closely resemble a phenomenon that he calls wraparound incarceration, where 
students cannot escape the surveillance of formal detention despite leaving the actual 
detention center.   

Hortencia Jimenez was hired as a full-time tenure-track Sociology Instructor at Hartnell 
College in Salinas, CA. 

Zulema Valdez, UC Merced, was appointed to serve a three-year term on the editorial board 
of Contexts Magazine, 2015–2017. 

Zulema Valdez, UC Merced, was appointed to serve a three year term on the ASA 
Dissertation Award Committee, 2015–2017. 

Jessica Vasquez, University of Oregon, was promoted to Associate Professor with tenure at 
University of Oregon this past spring. 
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MIGRATIONS AND TRANSITIONS 

Shannon Gleeson has joined the Cornell University School of Industrial and Labor Relations, 
Department of Labor Relations, Law & History. 

After 10 years at Montana State University, Leah Schmalzbauer is now Associate Professor of 
Sociology and American Studies at Amherst College. 

AWARDS 

Helen B. Marrow, Tufts University received an Honorable Mention: 2014 Distinguished Early 
Career Award from the American Sociological Association Section on Racial and Ethnic 
Minorities. 

Helen B. Marrow, Tufts University, and Dina G. Okamoto, Indiana University received a 
Carnegie Foundation Grant to supplement their Russell Sage Foundation project entitled 
“Immigrant-Native Relations in 21st-Century America:  Intergroup Contact, Trust, and Civic 
Engagement” (with Michael Jones-Correa and Linda R. Tropp). 

Rubén Rumbaut, University of California, Irvine, received the 2014 Distinguished Career 
Award from the American Sociological Association Section on International Migration. 

Zulema Valdez, University of California-Merced, and Nancy Plankey Videla, Texas A&M 
University, were awarded an ASA Fund for the Advancement of the Discipline (FAD) Grant, 
2014–2015, for their project, The Effects of Legal Status on the Social and Economic 
Incorporation of Mexican-Origin Mixed Status Families in the Southwest. 

The proposal’s authors suggest that unauthorized Mexican immigrants face barriers 
in the United States based on their legal status, which affects their social and 
economic integration. Yet, the investigators claim that few researchers have 
examined “unauthorized status” as a central determinant of Mexican incorporation in 
the United States; fewer researchers address how unauthorized status affects the 
incorporation trajectories of families and households, especially “mixed status” 
households. This study highlights the role of family and household structure on 
trajectories of integration, including the uneven incorporation experiences of family 
members within the same household.  

Zulema Valdez, University of California-Merced and colleagues have been awarded a 3 
year, National Institutes of Health Community-Based Participatory Research (CBPR) Grant 
Award for their project, "A CBPR Initiative to Address Obesity Disparities for Latinos in the 
California Central Valley." The award creates a formal CBPR initiative that establishes a 
community-academic partnership to address obesity disparities among Latinos, with a focus 
on families and multigenerational households. 
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New Books 
Brennan, Virginia M., Shiriki K. Kumanyika, and Ruth E. Zambrana, eds. 2014.  Obesity 

Interventions in Underserved Communities. Baltimore: John Hopkins University Press. 

 

Callahan, Rebecca M., and Patricia C. Gándara, eds.  2014.  The Bilingual Advantage: 

Language, Literacy, and the Labor Market. Clevedon, Bristol, U.K.: Multilingual Matters. 

 

Gaytan, Marie Sarita.  2014.  ¡Tequila! Distilling the Spirit of Mexico.  Stanford: Stanford 
University Press. 

 

¡Tequila!	   Distilling	   the	   Spirit	   of	  Mexico	   traces	   how	   and	  why	   tequila	   became	  
and	  remains	  Mexico's	  national	  drink	  and	  symbol.	  Starting	  in	  Mexico's	  colonial	  
era	  and	  tracing	  the	  drink's	  rise	  through	  the	  present	  day,	  Marie	  Sarita	  Gaytán	  
reveals	  the	  formative	  roles	  played	  by	  some	  unlikely	  characters.	  Although	  the	  
notorious	  Pancho	  Villa	  was	  a	  teetotaler,	  his	  image	  is	  now	  plastered	  across	  the	  
labels	   of	   all	   manner	   of	   tequila	   producers—he's	   even	   the	   namesake	   of	   a	  
popular	   brand.	   Mexican	   films	   from	   the	   1940s	   and	   50s,	   especially	   Western	  
melodramas,	  buoyed	  tequila's	  popularity	  at	  home	  while	  World	  War	  II	  caused	  
a	  spike	  in	  sales	  within	  the	  whisky-‐starved	  United	  States.	  

In	   Obesity	   Interventions	   in	   Underserved	   Communities,	   a	   diverse	   group	   of	  
researchers	  explores	  effective	  models	   for	   treating	  and	  preventing	   obesity	   in	  
such	  communities.	  The	  volume	  provides	  overviews	  of	  the	  literature	  at	  specific	  
junctures	   of	   society	   and	   health	   (e.g.,	   the	   effectiveness	   of	   preschool	   obesity	  
prevention	  programs),	  as	  well	  as	  commentaries	  that	  shape	  our	  understanding	  
of	   particular	   parts	   of	   the	   obesity	   epidemic	   and	   field	   reports	   on	   innovative	  
approaches	  to	  combating	  obesity	  in	  racial/ethnic	  minority	  and	  other	  medically	  
underserved	  populations	  in	  the	  United	  States.	  

The	   Bilingual	   Advantage	   draws	   together	   researchers	   from	   education,	  
economics,	   sociology,	  anthropology	  and	   linguistics	   to	  examine	   the	  economic	  
and	  employment	  benefits	  of	  bilingualism	  in	  the	  US	   labor	  market,	  countering	  
past	  research	  that	  shows	  no	  such	  benefits	  exist.	  Collectively,	  the	  authors	  draw	  
on	  novel	  methodological	  approaches	  and	  new	  data	  to	  examine	  the	  economics	  
of	   bilingualism	   for	   the	   new	   generation	   of	   bilinguals	   entering	   a	   digital-‐age	  
globalized	  workforce.	  The	  authors	  also	  pay	  considerable	  attention	  to	  how	  to	  
best	  capture	  measures	  of	  bilingualism	  and	  biliteracy,	  given	  the	  constraints	  of	  
most	  existing	  datasets.	  



NOTAS  Fall 2014 
	  

	   17 

Hondagneu-Sotelo, Pierrette.  2014.  Paradise Transplanted:  Migration and the Making of 

California Gardens.  Berkeley: University of California Press. 

 

 

Mayorga-Gallo, Sarah.  2014. Behind the White Picket Fence: Power and Privilege in a 

Multiethnic Neighborhood. Chapel Hill:   University of North Carolina Press.	  

 

 

Park, John, and Shannon Gleeson, eds.  2014.  The Nation and Its Peoples: Citizens, Denizens, 

Migrants.  New York: Routledge. 

 

 

The	   link	   between	   residential	   segregation	   and	   racial	   inequality	   is	   well	  
established,	  so	   it	  would	   seem	  that	  greater	  equality	  would	  prevail	   in	   integrated	  
neighborhoods.	   But	   as	   Sarah	   Mayorga-‐Gallo	   argues,	   multiethnic	   and	   mixed-‐
income	   neighborhoods	   still	   harbor	   the	   signs	   of	   continued,	   systemic	   racial	  
inequalities.	  Drawing	  on	  deep	  ethnographic	  and	  other	  innovative	  research	  from	  
"Creekridge	   Park,"	   a	   pseudonymous	   urban	   community	   in	   Durham,	   North	  
Carolina,	   Mayorga-‐Gallo	   demonstrates	   that	   the	   proximity	   of	   white,	   African	  
American,	  and	  Latino	  neighbors	  does	  not	  ensure	  equity;	   rather,	  proximity	  and	  
equity	  are	  in	  fact	  subject	  to	  structural-‐level	  processes	  of	  stratification.	  	  

In	   Paradise	   Transplanted,	   Pierrette	   Hondagneu-‐Sotelo	   reveals	   how	   successive	  
conquests	  and	  diverse	  migrations	  have	  made	  Southern	  California	  gardens,	  and	  
in	   turn	   how	   gardens	   influence	   social	   inequality,	  work,	   leisure,	   status,	   and	   our	  
experiences	  of	  nature	  and	  community.	  Drawing	  on	  historical	   archival	   research,	  
ethnography,	   and	   over	   one	   hundred	   interviews	   with	   a	   wide	   range	   of	   people	  
including	   suburban	   homeowners,	   paid	   Mexican	   immigrant	   gardeners,	  
professionals	   at	   the	   most	   elite	   botanical	   garden	   in	   the	   West,	   and	   immigrant	  
community	   gardeners	   in	   the	   poorest	   neighborhoods	  of	   inner-‐city	   Los	   Angeles,	  
this	  book	  offers	  insights	  into	  the	  ways	  that	  diverse	  global	  migrations	  and	  garden	  
landscapes	  shape	  our	  social	  world.	  

Focusing	  on	  the	  shifting	  and	  contradictory	  meaning	  of	  race,	  The	  Nation	  and	  Its	  
Peoples	  underscores	   the	  persistence	  of	  structural	  discrimination,	  and	  the	  ways	  
in	  which	  "race"	  has	  formally	  disappeared	  in	  the	  law	  and	  yet	  remains	  one	  of	  the	  
most	   powerful,	   underlying,	   unacknowledged,	   and	   often	   unspoken	   aspects	   of	  
debates	   about	   citizenship,	   about	   membership	   and	   national	   belonging,	   within	  
immigration	  politics	  and	  policy.	  This	  collection	  of	  original	  essays	  also	  emphasizes	  
the	   need	   for	   race	   scholars	   to	   be	   more	   attentive	   to	   the	   processes	   and	  
consequences	   of	   migration	   across	   multiple	   boundaries,	   as	   surely	   there	   is	   no	  
place	   that	   can	   stay	   fixed—racially	   or	   otherwise—when	   so	   many	   people	   have	  
been	  moving.	  
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Portes, Alejandro, and Rubén G. Rumbaut. 2014. Immigrant America: A Portrait.  4th ed.  
Berkeley: University of California Press. 

 

Portes, Alejandro, and Rubén G. Rumbaut.  2014.  Legacies: The Story of the Immigrant 

Second Generation. Translated and published into a Japanese edition.  

 

Romero, Mary, Valerie Preston, and Wenona Giles, eds.  When Care Work Goes Global: 

Locating the Social Relations of Domestic Work.  Burlington, VT: Ashgate Publishing. 

 

 

Women	  who	  migrate	   into	  domestic	   labour	  and	  care	  work	  are	  the	  single	   largest	  
female	  occupational	   group	  migrating	  globally	  at	  present.	   Their	  participation	   in	  
global	  migration	  systems	  has	  been	  acknowledged	  but	  remains	  under-‐theorized.	  
Specifically,	   the	   impacts	  of	  women	  migrating	   into	  care	  work	   in	  the	  receiving	  as	  
well	   as	   the	   sending	   societies	   are	   profound,	   altering	   gendered	   aspects	   of	   both	  
societies.	  We	  know	  that	  migration	  systems	  link	  the	  women	  who	  migrate	  and	  the	  
households	  and	  organizations	  that	  employ	  domestic	  and	  care	  workers,	  but	  how	  
do	  these	  migration	  systems	  work,	  and	  more	  importantly,	  what	  are	  their	  impacts	  
on	  the	  sending	  as	  well	  as	  the	  receiving	  societies?	  	  

Updated	   with	   the	   latest	   available	   data,	   Immigrant	   America	   explores	   the	  
economic,	   political,	   spatial,	   and	   linguistic	   aspects	   of	   immigration;	   the	   role	   of	  
religion	  in	  the	  acculturation	  and	  social	  integration	  of	  foreign	  minorities;	  and	  the	  
adaptation	  process	  for	  the	  second	  generation.	  This	  revised	  edition	  includes	  new	  
chapters	   on	   theories	   of	  migration	   and	   on	   the	   history	   of	  U.S.-‐bound	  migration	  
from	   the	   late	   nineteenth	   century	   to	   the	   present,	   offering	   an	   updated	   and	  
expanded	  concluding	  chapter	  on	  immigration	  and	  public	  policy.	  

This	  landmark	  study,	  the	  most	  comprehensive	  to	  date,	  probes	  all	  aspects	  of	  the	  
new	  immigrant	  second	  generation's	  lives,	  exploring	  their	   immense	  potential	   to	  
transform	  American	   society	   for	  better	  or	  worse.	  Whether	   this	  new	  generation	  
reinvigorates	   the	   nation	  or	  deepens	   its	   social	   problems	   depends	   on	   the	   social	  
and	  economic	   trajectories	  of	   this	   still	   young	  population.	   In	  Legacies,	  Alejandro	  
Portes	  and	  Rubén	  G.	  Rumbaut—two	  of	  the	  leading	  figures	  in	  the	  field—provide	  
a	   close	   look	   at	   this	   rising	   second	   generation,	   including	   their	   patterns	   of	  
acculturation,	   family	   and	   school	   life,	   language,	   identity,	   experiences	   of	  
discrimination,	  self-‐esteem,	  ambition,	  and	  achievement.	  
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Schmalzbauer,  Leah.  2014.  The Last Best Place?  Gender, Family and Migration in the New 

West. Stanford: Stanford University Press. 

 

JOB POSTINGS 

UNIVERSITY	  OF	  TEXAS	  AT	  SAN	  ANTONIO,	  DEPARTMENT	  OF	  SOCIOLOGY	  

The	  Department	  of	  Sociology	  at	  The	  University	  of	  Texas	  at	  San	  Antonio	  invites	  applications	  for	  two	  open-‐
rank	  positions	  beginning	  Fall	  2015	  (One	  position	  in	  Medical	  Sociology	  and	  one	  position	  in	  Public	  Health).	  
All	  applicants	  must	  provide	  evidence	  of	  a	  record	  of	  scholarly	  research	  and	  professional	  publications	  
commensurate	  with	  the	  rank	  for	  which	  the	  application	  is	  made.	  Applicants	  are	  also	  encouraged	  to	  
provide	  evidence	  of	  effective	  teaching	  and	  grant	  activity.	  Tenure	  is	  contingent	  upon	  Board	  of	  Regents	  
approval.	  

	  Applicants	  should	  submit	  electronically	  in	  PDF	  format:	  

1. Letter	   of	   application	   that	   states	   applying	   position	   and	   rank,	   research	   interest,	   teaching	  
experiences,	  and	  qualifications	  for	  the	  position	  

2. Current	  curriculum	  vita	  
3. Copy	  of	  graduate	  transcripts	  
4. One	  sample	  of	  written	  or	  published	  scholarly	  work	  
5. Two	  representative	  samples	  of	  syllabi	  for	  courses	  taught	  or	  proposed	  by	  the	  applicant	  
6. Teaching	  evaluations	  (if	  available	  or	  other	  evidence	  of	  course	  instruction)	  
7. Name	  and	  contact	  information	  for	  three	  references	  (to	  include	  name,	  address,	  telephone	  

number,	  and	  email	  address)	  that	  are	  familiar	  with	  the	  applicant's	  work	  	  

Send	  electronic	  materials	   to:	  sociology@utsa.edu.	  Review	  of	  applications	  will	   continue	  until	   the	  
positions	  are	  filled.	  

UNIVERSITY	  OF	  MARYLAND,	  COLLEGE	  PARK	  

The	  University	  of	  Maryland,	  College	  Park	  is	  recruiting	  for	  multiple	  positions	  in	  the	  African	  American	  
Studies	  Department.	  The	  department	  is	  searching	  for	  early	  career	  faculty,	  midlevel	  associate	  faculty	  and	  
senior	  faculty.	  There	  are	  opportunities	  for	  joint	  appointments,	  e.g.	  Public	  Health,	  Sociology,	  and	  
Government	  &	  Political	  Science.	  We	  are	  looking	  for	  candidates	  with	  an	  emerging	  or	  established	  research	  
track	  record	  in	  social	  sciences,	  health	  sciences	  and	  African	  American	  studies.	  See	  position	  
description:	  	  https://ejobs.umd.edu/postings/29321	  

The	   Last	   Best	   Place?	   asks	   us	   to	   consider	   the	  multiple	   racial	   and	   class-‐related	  
barriers	   that	   Mexican	   migrants	   must	   negotiate	   in	   the	   unique	   context	   of	  
Montana's	  rural	  gentrification.	  These	  daily	   life	  struggles	  and	  inter-‐group	  power	  
dynamics	  are	  deftly	  examined	  through	  extensive	  interviews	  and	  ethnography,	  as	  
are	   the	   ways	   gender	   structures	   inequalities	   within	   migrant	   families	   and	  
communities.	   But	   Leah	   Schmalzbauer's	   research	   extends	   even	   farther	   to	  
highlight	   the	  power	   of	  place	   and	   demonstrate	   how	  Montana's	   geography	  and	  
rurality	  intersect	  with	  race,	  class,	  gender,	  family,	  illegality,	  and	  transnationalism	  
to	  affect	  migrants'	  well-‐being	  and	  aspirations.	  
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