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Fall 2013 
  

Sociology 15 
World Society - Origins and Consequences of Globalization 

Lectures: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 2 pm – 3:10 pm 
Media Theater Bldg, Performing Arts M110 

 
  

Professor Steve McKay 
smckay@ucsc.edu 
318 College 8 
Office Hours:  10:15-11:45 - Mondays & Wednesdays or by appointment 
  
Professor Ben Crow 
bencrow@ucsc.edu 
203 College 8 
Office Hours: Monday 4-5:30; Thursday 2-3:30 or by appointment.   
 
Teaching Assistants: 
- Oded Lonai: olonai@ucsc.edu 
- Claudia Lopez: clmlopez@ucsc.edu  
- Jim Misencik: jmisenci@ucsc.edu 
- Steve Sepaniak: ssepania@ucsc.edu  
 
  
 
Course Description: 
  
This course takes on “Globalization” - a contemporary buzzword used so often to explain everything 
that it has nearly lost its power to explain anything.  So what is globalization?  What and who has 
caused it?  How is it related to both growing economic opportunity and rising insecurities; to both 
new institutions of power and global waves of protest? Who are the ultimate winners and losers? 
This introductory course is designed to examine such questions within a sociological framework. 
 
To help students better understand the origins, mechanisms, and consequences of our increasingly 
inter-connected world, the first section of the course focuses on large-scale social change and 
development of key institutions in the global political economy.  We will pay particular attention to 
the rise of and relationships between colonialism, capitalism, and industrialization; the development 
of governance institutions such as the nation-state, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, 
and World Trade Organization; and the stretching and intensification of the global economy.  In the 
second half of the course, we will then focus on the contemporary consequences of 
globalization.  Specifically, we’ll examine: the rise of contemporary China and the dilemmas of 
development; gender and global flow of migrant workers; poverty and its global/local dimensions; 
and alternative globalization movements, particularly those connecting the Global North and the 
Global South. 
 
Through readings, films, lectures, and discussions, the course will help students to make critical 
assessments of globalization and better understand how globalization affects their lives and life 
chances.  The course will also prepare students for more advanced courses in political economy, 
political sociology, social inequality, international development, and global social movements. 
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Course Goals: 
 
1. Introduce students to a sociological approach to the origins and ongoing processes of 

economic and political globalization. 
 
2. Expose students to a non-US or Western-centric view of the world and globalization. 
 
3. Develop students’ critical thinking and analytical skills to better evaluate contemporary social 

issues/debates about a more global, integrated and unequal world. 
 
4. Develop a critical awareness and understanding of the historical and contemporary 

mechanisms that have helped generate and reproduce global inequalities and the need for 
improved global governance, equity and justice. 

 
  
Course Readings: 
Readings are meant to give you a solid foundation on the origins of contemporary globalization, 
a sociological approach to its study, and a survey of contemporary global issues examined in-
depth.   There are three books required and available at the Bay Tree Bookstore.  They will also 
be on 2-hour Reserve in McHenry library.  Other required readings will all available 
electronically online through the course eCommons website.  
  
1. Cohen, Robin and Paul Kennedy. 2013. Global Sociology. 3rd Edition. New York University 

Press. ISBN: 9781479800766 * denoted as “C&K” in course schedule below  
 

2. Marks, Robert. 2007. The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and Ecological Narrative 
from the 15th to the 21st Century.  2nd Edition. Rowan and Littlefield Publishers. ISBN: 
9780742554191  

 
3.  Hochschild, Adam. 1999. King Leopold’s Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror, and Heroism in 

Colonial Africa. Mariner Books. ISBN: 9780618001903 
 
Course hardware/software:  
require software purchase: Top Hat Monocle* You need to purchase a license (online at 
https://tophat.com/ or from the Bay Tree Bookstore) at a cost of $15.  THM will be used to 
answer quiz questions in lecture using either a smart phone, tablet, laptop or cellphone (with 
SMS messaging).  
  
Requirements and expectations:  
Students must attend both lectures and section meetings, do the assigned reading, complete 
weekly assessments, and participate in discussions. Here is how your final grade breaks down: 

Two exams  (70%) 
In-class mid-term – (30%) – on Monday, Nov. 4th, covering lectures and readings through 11/1.  
The midterm will be a closed-book exam combining key term identification, short answers, and a 
short essay. 
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Take-home final – (40%) - covering (primarily) weeks 6-10.  Students are responsible for 
handing in their final exam to their TA by the scheduled time of the final exam during exam 
week.  Early submissions are encouraged. 
  
Quizzes (21%) 
Each week students will take a quiz in lecture covering the week’s reading and/or lectures. There 
will be a total of 9 quizzes, of which the best 7 will count for your overall quiz grade.  The 
quizzes will use an application called Top Hat Monocle. You need to purchase a license (online 
or from the Bookstore) at a cost of $15. You will be able to answer quiz questions in class with 
this application using either a smart phone, tablet, laptop or cellphone (with SMS messaging). 
Routinely there will be a quiz on Friday covering the readings and lectures for that week. There 
may also be quizzes on Monday or Wednesday.  

Participation and attendance (9%) 
Attendance in section is mandatory.  After your second unexcused absence from section, your 
overall grade will be dropped half a grade (eg from B to B-) for every subsequent unexcused 
absence. You will also be graded on the quality of your participation.  It is important to learn to 
speak comfortably and confidently in formal settings, and to learn to take charge of your own 
learning environment.  A goal of this class is to be as interactive as possible.  
  
Statement on Academic Integrity: 
By enrolling in the university, students are automatically agreeing to abide by policies, including 
those on academic misconduct.  Academic integrity and scholarship are core values that should 
guide our conduct and decisions as members of the UCSC community.  Plagiarism and cheating 
contradict these values, and so are very serious academic offenses.  Penalties can include a 
failing grade in an assignment or in the course, or suspension or expulsion from the university.  
Students are expected to familiarize themselves with and follow citation practices 
(http://nettrail.ucsc.edu/ethics/index.html) 
and the university's Rules of Conduct regarding student conduct and discipline: 
http://www2.ucsc.edu/judicial/handbook.shtml. 
 
Course Schedule 
note: as a team taught course, some lectures will be given primarily by one professor, while at 
others sessions both will be present.  “BC” denotes Prof. Crow and “SM” denotes Prof. McKay  
 
Friday 9/27 Introduction to Course - (BC & SM) 
key concepts: globalization 
readings:  

1. Amartya Sen. “How to Judge Globalism” (eCommons)  
2. Peter Dicken. “Ch. 1 Introduction: Questioning Globalization.” (eCommons) 

 
Week 1: Sociological Approach to the Global & Early Globalization – (BC & SM) 
key concepts: sociological approach to globalization; Why the West?; non-Eurocentric view of 
history; previous era of global connections;  
M 9/30 - Global Sociology and a Sociology of Globalization (SM) 

1. Cohen & Kennedy (C&K) Global Sociology – Chapters: 1,2 
W 10/2  – Before the West (BC) 
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2. Marks, Origins of the Modern World: Introduction, Ch 1: The Material and Trading 
Worlds, 1400 
F 10/4 - Why the West? (BC & SM) 

3. Marks, Origins of the Modern World: Ch 2: Starting with China 
 
Week 2: Colonialism I - (SM) 
key concept: colonialism and the rise of Europe; accumulation before advanced capitalism; 
legacies of colonialism in the Congo 
- film: Africa, I Will Fleece You 
M 10/7 

1. Hochschild: King Leopold’s Ghost, Chs: Introduction, Prologue, 2  
Wed 10/9 

2. Hochschild: King Leopold’s Ghost, Chs: 4,5,8,9 
F 10/11   

3. Hochschild: King Leopold’s Ghost, Chs: 10,11,15,19 
   recommended reading:  Marks, Ch. 3: Empires, States, and the New World, 1500-1775 
 
Week 3: Colonialism II 
key concepts: forms and periods of accumulation; relationship btw colonialism and capitalism; 
India  
M- 10/14 - (BC) 

1. Bernstein (2000). “Colonialism, capitalism, development.” In Poverty and Development 
into the 21st century. T. Allen and A. Thomas, Oxford. (eCommons) 

W - 10/16 - (BC) 
2. Roy, T. (2002). "Economic History and Modern India: Redefining the Link." Jl of 

Economic Perspectives 16(3): 109-130.  (eCommons) 
F - 10/18 debate and reflection (BC & SM) 

3. Amartya Sen 2005 ‘Indian Traditions and the Western Imagination’ Ch 7, pp 139-160, in 
Sen, The Argumentative Indian: Writings on Indian History, Culture and Identity. 
(eCommons) 

 
Week 4: Capitalism and Industrialization & the Rise of the Nation-state  
key concepts: - capitalism as a social relation - defining characteristics of capitalism - emergence 
of industrial capitalism and changes that make industrialization possible; primitive accumulation 
and the emergence of classes.  
M 10/21 - Industrialization (BC) 

1. Marks, Ch 4:  The Industrial Revolution and Its Consequences, 1750-1850 
W 10/23 -  Capitalism and classes (BC) 

2. Chataway and Allen “Industrialization & Development: prospects and dilemmas” 
(eCommons) 

3. C&K Ch 7 Class income and wealth. pp.123-141 
F - 10/25 - Rise of nation-state (SM) 

4. C&K  Ch 5, Nationhood and Nation-states, pp. 85-101 
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Week 5: States and the Governance of development  
- key concepts: why did the nation-state emerged as the unit of pol org.; unraveling of old model 
of state-led development; rise of new governance institutions. 
film: Life and Debt 
M - 10/28 - Models of Development (SM) 

1. Ha-Joon Chang. 2012. “Kicking Away the Ladder: Neoliberalism and the ‘Real’ History 
of Capitalism” (eCommons)   

W - 10/30 - (SM) 
2. Wade. 2007. “What Strategies are Viable for Developing Countries today? The WTO and 

the Shrinking of Development Space” (eCommons). 
F - 11/1 - exam review - (BC & SM) 
 
Week 6: Economic Globalization -(BC) 
key concepts: non-state actors, new forms of accumulation - TNCs, intellectual property, 
financialization 
M - 11/4 - midterm exam 
 
W - 11/6 - TNCs -  

1. C&K: CH 10: Corporate Power -  pp.176-187. 
2. Dicken, Ch 3: Tangled Webs: Unravelling Complexity in the Global Economy 

(eCommons)  
   recommended:   

1. Dicken, Ch 2: Global Shift: Changing Geographies of the Global Economy (eCommons) 
2. Kraemer et al – “Capturing Value in Global Networks: Apple’s iPad and iPhone”  

 
F - 11/8 - Accumulation, finance and patents  

3. Weissman, J. 2013. “How Wall Street Devoured Corporate America” (eCommons) 
4. Stiglitz, Joseph. 2013. “How Intellectual Property Reinforces Inequality.” (eCommons)  
5. C&K: financialization: pp. 78-84 

 
Week 7: Development Dilemmas - (SM) 
key concepts: defining development; state action in the economy; winner and losers 
M 11/11 - Veteran’s Day - no class-  
W 11/13  

1. Sen, A. 1999. “Introduction: Development as Freedom” (eCommons) 
2. So, Alvin and Yin-wah Chu. 2012. “The Transition from Neoliberalism to State 

Neoliberalism in China at the Turn of the Twenty-First Century.” (eCommons) 
F 11/15   

3. Pun Ngai and Jenny Chan. 2012. “Global Capital, the State, and Chinese Workers: The 
Foxconn Experience” Modern China 38(4): 383-410. (eCommons)  

 
Week 8: Migration and Gender - (SM) 
- key concepts: global flow of people; global markets for labor; gendering of migration;   
film: Chain of Love 
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M 11/18 

1. Ehrenreich and Hochschild - Introduction to Global Woman, pp.1-13 (eCommons) 
2. Sassen – “Global Cities & Survival Circuits” in Global Woman, pp.254-274 (eCommons) 

   recommended: - C&K: Ch 12 Population and Migration, pp.220-230 
W 11/20 

3. Parrenas – “The Care Crisis in the Philippines” in Global Woman, pp.39-54 (eCommons) 
4. Pei-Chia Lan – “Among Women” in Global Woman, pp.169-189 (eCommons) 

F 11/22 
5. Gamburd – “Breadwinners No More” in Global Woman, pp.190-206 (eCommons) 
6. Hoang - 2013. “Transnational Gender Vertigo” Contexts 12(2): 22-26 (eCommons) 

 
Week 9: Global/Local Poverty - (BC) 
- key concepts: relative and absolute poverty; Human Development Index; role of 
industrialization + organizing in poverty reduction; escape/descent into poverty - diverse 
livelihoods and health care; link btw accumulation and poverty. 
M 11/25 

1. C&K Ch 6: Globalization and Poverty, pp.105-122 
2. Economist Jun 1st 2013 Poverty -Not always with us. The world has an astonishing 

chance to take a billion people out of extreme poverty by 2030 (eCommons) 
3. UNDP Human Development Report 2013 The Rise of the South: Human Progress in a 

Diverse World (eCommons) 
4. Gapminder video on human development 

 
W 11/27  

5. Krishna, A. (2007 ). "For Reducing Poverty Faster: Target Reasons Before People." 
World Development 35( 11): 1947-1960. (eCommons) 

6. Sen, Amartya (2005) ‘Class in India’ Ch 10 from Amartya Sen The Argumentative Indian, 
New York, Picador. (eCommons) 
 

F 11/29 Thanksgiving Break - no class 
 
Week 10: Alternative Development: from above and/or below?  (BC & SM) 
key concepts: development for whom?; re-examine econ growth; global civil society 
M 12/2 

1. Evans – “Is an Alternative Globalization Possible?” (eCommons) 
2. Rodrik - “Designing Capitalism 3.0” (eCommons) 

W 12/4 
3. C&K Ch 19: Global Civil Society and Political Activism, pp.337-353. 
4. Desmarais, A.-A. l. (2002). "PEASANTS SPEAK-The Via Campesina: Consolidating an 

International Peasant and Farm Movement." (eCommons)  
Hand out take home final 

F 12/6 - Last day and review 
 
Final exam due: Thursday, December 12th - drop off from 10 - 11 a.m.  in College 8, Room 
201 


