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At the 2010 business meeting in Atlanta, the Awards Committee of the ASA Section on Global and 
Transnational Sociology announced the distinguished winners of this year’s section awards and briefly 
introduced their works.  A recapitulation of the announcement follows.  Once again, our congratulations 
to all! 
 
Anyone interested in joining the committee for the 2011 awards should contact David John Frank 
frankd@uci.edu. 
 

Distinguished Career Award  
Roland Robertson (University of Aberdeen, Scotland). 

The winner of the inaugural 2010 Distinguished Career Award is Roland Robertson, Chair in Sociology 
and Global Society at the University of Aberdeen, Scotland.  Robertson is a leading sociologist and 
pioneering theorist of globalization.  During a long and distinguished career, he has taught at the 
universities of Leeds, Essex, Pittsburgh, and York, and he has held visiting positions at universities in 
Sweden, Japan, Hong Kong, the Czech Republic, and Brazil. 

Robertson takes a more phenomenological and psycho-social approach to globalization than materialist 
oriented theorists such as Wallerstein.  For Robertson, the most interesting feature of the contemporary 
era is the global consciousness that has emerged.  In Globalization, he was the first sociologist to define 
the term globalization, as “the compression of the world and the intensification of the consciousness of 
the world as a whole.”  He also popularized the term “glocalization,” which “means the simultaneity -- 
the co-presence -- of both universalizing and particularizing tendencies.” 

Robertson’s main works are Globalization: Social Theory and Global Culture (1992) and the co-edited 
volume Global Modernities (1995). His works have been translated into German, Spanish, Danish, 
Japanese, Chinese, Turkish, Italian, Polish, and Portuguese. 

 
Best Scholarly Book Award 
Terence C. Halliday (American Bar Foundation) and Bruce G. Carruthers (Northwestern University).  
Bankrupt: Global Lawmaking and Systemic Financial Crisis (Stanford University Press 2009). 
 
This book stood out among many exceptional nominees for its incisive theorizing and empirical breadth.  
It was the unanimous choice of the committee.  Bankrupt chronicles the globalization of corporate 
bankruptcy law in the wake of the 1997 Asian financial crisis.  It is a major achievement, 
comprehensively addressing foundational debates in global and transnational sociology regarding the 
relationship between states and global markets, patterns of global convergence/divergence, and processes 
of global norm construction.  Bankrupt has already won wide acclaim and will undoubtedly be considered 
a foundational work for years to come. 
 
Among this book’s many significant contributions, Bankrupt offers a comprehensive and innovative 
theoretical model of the “concept and process” of globalization (p.7).  The Halliday and Carruthers model 
highlights the structural and discursive dimensions that configure the global and the recursive 
(re)formation of global/local relations, in which intermediation, translation, and resistance play central 
roles.  The sophisticated theoretical model is grounded in a rich, multi-sited empirical analysis, based on a 
seven-year study of the individuals and institutions formulating global bankruptcy law.  The empirical 
data on global processes is effectively integrated with national case studies, which document how 
Indonesia, Korea, and China interacted with the international financial institutions seeking to reform their 
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domestic legal structures.  The national cases allow the authors to “investigate the global/local encounter 
from the vantage point of the local” (p.23) and to consider the effects of imbalances in global/local power 
on patterns of institution building.  Additionally, Bankrupt is packed with sociological insights that 
resonate beyond the case at hand, including discussions of implementation gaps, i.e. the distinction 
between formal rules and actual practice, recursivity, opportunities for civil society activism.  Altogether, 
Bankrupt presents a rigorous research template for any scholar embarking on a study of globalization.       
 
 
Best Scholarly Article Award 
Kiyoteru Tsutsui (University of Michigan) and Hwa Ji Shin (University of San Francisco). 
“Global Norms, Local Activism, and Social Movement Outcomes: Global Human Rights and Resident 
Koreans in Japan.”  Social Problems 55: 391-418 (2008). 
 
This article integrates social movements and world society approaches to examine the impact of global 
and local factors on movement outcomes.  Challenging current research, the authors argue for the mutual 
effects of global norms and local activism.  In particular, they claim (1) that global regimes empower 
local activists to increase pressures on governments from below, and (2) that local activists ally with 
international forces to increase pressures from above.  When the pressures converge, social movements 
are more likely to succeed, especially in countries integrated into global society and on issues with strong 
global norms.  The analysis of social movements by resident Koreans in Japan – advocating for civil, 
political, social/economic, and cultural rights – demonstrates greater success as Japan’s involvement in 
the international human rights regime expands and on issues with strong global norms.  The analysis also 
shows that weak or fragmented domestic activism undercuts movement success, even in the context of 
strong global norms. 
 
Among many excellent nominees, Tsutsui and Shin’s article captures much of the substantive and 
methodological diversity of global and transnational sociology by simultaneously examining the effects 
of global norms and local activism on policy outcomes related to human rights.  The authors use 
historical analysis to show that both bottom-up social activism and top-down global forces influence 
resident Koreans’ quest for human rights.  It was not until the late 1970s, when Japan became more 
connected to world society, that resident Koreans’ efforts began to bear fruit, as activists drew on 
vocabularies and opportunities associated with global human rights norms.  Global norms, however, did 
not ensure success – social movement cohesion around a given right also mattered.  This outstanding 
paper is thorough, well-researched, and clearly written.  We recommend it to all! 
 
 
Best Publication Award by an International Scholar  
Max Haller (University of Graz, Austria), Roger Jowell (City University of London), and Tom W. Smith 
(NORC at the University of Chicago), editors.  The International Social Survey Programme, 1984-2009: 
Charting the Globe (Routledge 2009). 
 
The social sciences rely more on the comparative method than on experimental data mainly because the 
latter is difficult to acquire amongst human populations.  The International Social Survey Programme has 
played a pioneering role in creating and sustaining methodologically-sophisticated mass attitude surveys 
across the globe.  Starting in 1984 with five nations, it now encompasses forty-five nations spread over 
five continents, each administering an identical annual survey to a random sample of their population. 
Analyses of the data or descriptions of the methodology already appear in over 3,000 publications.  This 
book contains new contributions from three dozen eminent scholars who analyze and compare the 
perceptions and attitudes of citizens across all five continents, nations and over time.  Subjects range from 
inequality and the role of the state; ethnic, national and global identities; the changing relevance of 
religion, beliefs and practices; gender roles, family values and work orientations; household and society. 
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Some chapters focus on methodological issues; others focus on substantive findings.  This book sets new 
standards for cross-cultural research. 
 
The committee was impressed by a quarter century of impressive data collection by a large number of 
international scholars that is reflected in this volume.  We hope this award directs further attention to the 
data and stimulate future theoretical engagement of the wealth of empirical information produced by the 
ISSP.   
 
 
Best Publication by a Graduate Student  
Patricia Bromley (Stanford University) and Susan Garnett Russell (Stanford University).  “The Holocaust 
as History and Human Rights: A Cross-National Analysis of Holocaust Education in Social Science 
Textbooks, 1970-2008.”  Prospects 40: 153-173 (2010). 
 
This article examines Holocaust education in secondary school social science textbooks around the world 
since 1970, using data coded from 465 textbooks from 69 countries.  It finds that books and countries 
more connected to world society and with an accompanying emphasis on human rights, diversity in 
society and a depiction of international, rather than national, society are more likely to discuss the 
Holocaust.  Additionally, textbooks from Western countries contain more discussion of the Holocaust, 
although the rate is increasing in Eastern European and other non-Western countries, suggesting eventual 
convergence.  The authors also find a shift in the nature of discussion, from a historical event to a 
violation of human rights or crime against humanity.  These findings broadly support the arguments of 
neo-institutional theories that the social and cultural realms of the contemporary world are increasingly 
globalized and that notions of human rights are a central feature of world society.  
 
 Bromley and Russell’s paper stood out from many fine nominations for two interrelated reasons.  First, 
the authors take care to make an important link between the theory and the data.  The result is that the 
paper is well-grounded in an established global and transnational literature.  Second, the paper is 
methodologically rigorous, which underlines the robustness of their findings and helps to substantiate 
their contribution.  Overall, this paper is an excellent representation of this section’s scholarship. 
 


