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The meeting was called to order by Section Chair, George Thomas, at 1:35 pm at 
Caesar’s Palace Hotel in Las Vegas.  Forty-two persons were in attendance. 
 
Thomas welcomed participants and proceeded with calling for approval of minutes of 
Business Meeting 2010.  By call and count, the minutes were approved unanimously.  
 
Maria Charles, Co-Secretary/Treasurer, provided a financial report (also in attachment). 
Prior to the annual meeting, our section’s financial assets amounted to $2,032, based on 
2010 section membership of 516. (The annual allocation from ASA is $1,000 plus $2 for 
every member as of October 1 of the preceding year.) Since October 2010, our 
membership has grown by almost 100 (to 612), which will increase our allocation a bit 
next year. The sole expense this year has been the cost of the reception, yet even this was 
offset by generous sponsorship by Blackwell ($1000).  With this, Section’s budget will 
carry about $1400 towards next year.  Charles also noted that membership dues were 
raised to ASA standards. 
 
John Boli, Chair of Membership Committee, reported that currently there are 612 
members.  He highlighted the need to enlarge the membership body: to inform various 
audiences of Section activities, to invite new members to join, and to reach out to non-US 
and sociologists from the global South. 
 
George Thomas proceeded to discuss the distribution of information about the Section. 
While the listserv functions as a tool for sending info to members, this current platform 
does not allow for on-line discussion forum.  Council and relevant committees should 
consider on-line venues for disseminating information, beyond Section and ASA 
boundaries, as well as creating on-line discussion fora.  In discussion several proposals 
were made for expanding the Section’s reach: to publicize and describe Section activities 
to other associations or to create a Facebook page.  Thomas invited members to forward 
their ideas to the Membership Committee or to Council members. 
 
Liz Boyle, Chair of Awards Committee, noted that awards were ceremoniously handed 
during the previous evening’s Section reception and she repeated, now in this forum, the 
list of award winners.  David Frank, former Chair of Committee and an award winner 
himself, proposed that the simple paper award certificate be upgraded to something more 
substantial (e.g., framed certificate or wooden plaque).  Thomas replied that Council 
indeed approved such an endowment and suggested that such recognition be made for 
past award winners too.  Colin Beck proposed to change the call for nominations from 
“publication” to “paper,” so to invite additional submissions. 
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George Thomas addressed the issues of elections, nominations and ballot.  Voter 
participation was 54% which is the average for ASA sections, in spite of the problems 
with the G&TS ballot.   
 
Sarah Babb, Chair-Elect, and George Thomas called on members to nominate colleagues 
or to volunteers for serving on the Awards, Membership and Nominations committees. 
 
George Thomas proceeded to review Section activities.  He first described, with great 
excitement, the success of the Mentorship Lunch. Lunch was very well attended, at 50 
participants (10 cabs!).  Thomas led members in thanking Peggy Levitt and Lauren 
Langman for organizing this event.  Thomas described the current program as full of 
activities – with 4 sessions, one of which by invitation, and a roundtable session.  The 
flow of papers to G&TS sessions was very good: 51 submissions marked G&TS as 1st 
choice and an additional 76 as 2nd choice. Thomas led all in thanking Aaron Benavot for 
organizing the three open sessions and Vida Bajc for organizing the Roundtables.  
 
The current program was discussed with comments and suggestions entertained from the 
floor.  Nina Bandeji suggested that submissions be made for “regular sessions” and that 
the Program Committee coordinate with related regular session organizers; she also urged 
to increase Section membership beyond the 800-threshold so to be able to offer 5 Section 
sessions.  One member questioned having five papers in a paper sessions.  Another 
thought it better to have thematic sessions rather than open-themed sessions.  Chair 
Thomas gave the rationale of the choices made by the 2011 Program Committee 
(increase participation and for the first program make it as inclusive thematically as 
possible) and proposed to forward these good suggestions for consideration of next year’s 
Program Committee.  Possible themes for next year’s program were entertained:  
Members then suggested methodology and globalization in historical perspective as 
possible themes for future sessions.  Members were told to send their suggestions to 
Chair-Elect (soon Chair) Sarah Babb. 
 
Thomas opened the floor for new business. No issues were raised for discussion. 
 
George Thomas then invited Sarah Babb to officially take her role as the new Section 
Chair. Babb thanked members for their support and noted the three things that she likes 
about G&TS: (1) proud to be a apart of a Section that grows ever so fast as to be the 2nd 
fastest growing section in ASA; (2) the governance team of the Section is young, “fresh,” 
and does not include “the usual suspects”; (3) with over 600 members currently and more 
to join, the Section is a “big tent” to all different versions of what global and 
transnational means. 
 
Sarah Babb entertained a motion to adjourn, which was seconded and passed. 
Meeting was adjourned at 2:10 pm 
___ 
Attachments: 
Financial report  
Report of Program Committee 


