
 

 

Dear Family Section Members, 
 
I am both honored and delighted to serve as 
Chair of our section this year. Already, it 
has been a busy time, organizing sessions 
and constituting committees for next year’s 
meeting.  
 
It has also been tremendously enjoyable in 
that I have had the opportunity to interact 
with a number of Section members, many of 
whom I have never met face-to-face. I also 
must say that the extent of volunteerism in 
our Section is really quite high; I did not 
have to engage in any “arm-twisting”! 
 
There are a number of people who deserve 
our thanks. Ione DeOIlos, after three years 
of excellent service as newsletter editor, has 
stepped down. So, too, has Ted Greenstein, 
our able webmaster for nine years, and 
Troy McGinnis, our listserv manager for 
the past six years. Thanks, too, to outgoing 
Council members Susan Brown and R. 
Kelly Raley, our outgoing Secretary-
Treasurer Stacy Rogers, and to Christina 
Falci, outgoing graduate student 
representative. We are most grateful for 
your commitment to, and the work you have 
done on behalf of, the Section. 
 
I am happy to be able to report that Mary 
C. Noonan has taken on the job of 
newsletter editor, Sanjiv Gupta has 
volunteered his time as our new webmaster, 
and Jeremiah (Jay) Wills generously 
offered to serve as our new listserv 
manager. I would also like to welcome 
Paula England as Chair-Elect, Sanjiv and 
Liana Sayer as new Council members, 
Laura Sanchez as the new Secretary-
Treasurer, and Eve Veliz as our new 
graduate student representative. 
 
Welcome aboard to all! 
 
Some very good news: As of October 10, 
2006, our membership stands at an historic 
high of 821. Crossing the 800 threshold was 

important in that it has given us an 
additional session for the 2007 annual 
meeting. Thanks to those of you who have 
recently joined, and to Section members 
who continue to renew their membership 
year after year. 
 
It’s not too early to be thinking about 
submitting papers for the 2007 Annual 
Meeting in New York City. With help 
from many of you, we have put together an 
exciting set of sessions (see p. 3). Thanks 
to all of you who made topical suggestions 
and to Suzanne Bianchi, Shannon Davis, 
Erin Kelly, Phil Morgan, Kelly Musick, 
Stacy Rogers, Michael Rosenfeld, Judy 
Seltzer, and Nick Wolfinger for agreeing 
to organize the sessions.  
 
I also want to encourage everyone to think 
about submitting nominations for our three 
Section awards (pp. 8-9): the Distinguished 
Scholarship or Service Award, the William 
Goode Book Award, and the Outstanding 
Graduate Student Paper Award. Please 
watch those deadlines!  
 
At our last Council and Business meetings, 
we discussed how to more fully involve 
graduate students in Section activities and 
professional networks. To that end, we 
would like to hear from graduate students 
who wish to meet informally in groups 
over coffee or lunch with Section faculty 
members at the 2007 meeting. Please email 
me or Eve Veliz if you are interested. 
 
In closing, I want to express my gratitude 
to our outgoing Chair, Jennifer Glass, for 
her patience and responsiveness to all of 
my queries.  
 
I wish you all a very happy and healthy 
academic year. 
 
Pamela J. Smock 
The University of Michigan-Ann Arbor 
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The National Council on Family Relations will host its 68th annual conference 
November 8-11, 2006 in Minneapolis, MN. The theme of the conference is 
“Unanswered Questions in Marriage and Family Science.” For a complete  
schedule of the conference program, go to: http://www.ncfr.org/conference_info/
index.asp. 
 
The Council on Contemporary Families will host its 10th anniversary  
conference May 4-5, 2007 in Chicago, IL. The theme of the conference is what we 
have learned about families in the past decade, and what we know about  
translating those findings into practice. The conference is designed to reach 
across disciplines and out from academic research to questions and answers of 
general interest to journalists and general audiences. For more information, go to:  
http://www.contemporaryfamilies.org/index.php.  
 
The 2nd annual International Community, Work, and Family conference will 
take place April 12-14, 2007 in Lisbon, Portugal. The conference will provide a 
forum for social scientists and practitioners to share research, experiences and 
ideas and to stimulate debate on current issues and controversies relating to  
community, work and family and their interface. The theme of the conference in 
“Making the Connections in a Global Context.” Keynote speakers include Arlie 
Hochschild, Ann Bookman, and Karin Wall. For more information, see:  
http://cwf2007.cies.iscte.pt/index.html. 
  
The 3rd Conference on Emerging Adulthood will bring together a diverse  
international group of scholars to present symposia, papers, and posters on de-
velopment from the late teens through the twenties, with a focus on ages 18-25. 
The conference will be held February 15-16, 2007 in Tucson, Arizona. More  
information can be found at: http://www.ssea.org/call.htm. 

Upcoming Conferences  

RENEWING OR JOINING THE FAMILY SECTION IS EASY!  JUST COMPLETE THE 
ASA MEMBERSHIP FORM ONLINE AT HTTP://WWW.ASANET.ORG OR RETURN 

THE FORM VIA REGULAR MAIL.   
JUST CHECK THE BOX NEXT TO THE FAMILY SECTION ON THE FORM. 
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Family Sessions at the 2007 ASA Meeting in New York 

OPEN SESSIONS  
 

BEYOND THE NUCLEAR 
FAMILY: CHILDBEARING 
AND CHILDREARING IN 

NONTRADITIONAL 
CONTEXTS 

Organizer: Kelly Musick, 
University of Southern 

California 
 

EMERGING ISSUES AT THE  
INTERSECTION OF WORK 

AND FAMILY  
(Co-Sponsored Session with  

Section on Organizations, 
 Occupations, and Work) 

Organizer: Erin Kelly,  
University of Minnesota 

 
SAME-SEX COUPLES IN  
SOCIETY, POLITICS, AND  

RESEARCH 
Organizer: Michael J. 

Rosenfeld,  
Stanford University 

 
STEPFAMILIES 

Organizer: Stacy Rogers,  
Penn State University 

 

THE FORMATION OF  
MARITAL AND  

COHABITING UNIONS 
Organizer: Nick Wolfinger,  

University of Utah 
 

ROUNDTABLES 
Organizer: Shannon Davis,  
George Mason University 

 
 

 INVITED SESSION  
 

FAMILY CHANGE AND  
DIVERSITY: NEW DIREC-
TIONS FOR RESEARCH 

(Co-Sponsored with Section on 
Population) 
Organizers:  

Suzanne Bianchi,  
University of Maryland 

S. Philip Morgan,  
Duke University 

and Judith A. Seltzer, UCLA 
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2006 Goode Book Award Winners:  
Kathryn Edin, University of Pennsylvania and  
Maria Kefalas, Saint Joseph’s University 
 
Book: Promises I Can Keep: Why Poor 
Women Put Motherhood Before Marriage 
 
Edin and Kefalas explore one of the most 
significant social trends in America, the growth 
of single mother households. This “crisis of 
fertility” they consider is among poor women 
living in urban circumstances. Their objective is 
to explain why pregnancy and childbirth occur 
before a basic education has been completed, 
and while the mother is poor and unmarried. 
They summarized their basic findings as 
follows: “While the poor women we interviewed 
saw marriage as a luxury, something they 
aspired to but feared they might never achieve, 
they judged children to be a necessity, an 
absolutely essential part of a young woman’s 
life, the chief source of identity and 
meaning.” (p 6). For these poor young women, 
motherhood is redemptive. It provides 
meaning, community, and love when the rest 
of their lives seem to lack such fundamental 

human needs. The 
members of the 
Committee praised this 
book for its subtlety, 
clarity, and significance. 
They were struck by its 
direct approach and 
obvious relevance to the 
sociology of the family 
and American social 
policy. 

Honorable Mention:  
Karen Hansen, Brandeis University 
 
Book: Not-so-Nuclear Families: Class, 
Gender, and Networks of Care 
 
Hansen investigated working parents and the 
informal networks they 
build to help care for 
their children. She 
reveals the challenges, 
and the successes of 
families at each of 
several social class 
levels. Her work 
reveals how our cultural 
emphasis on nuclear 
families misses the actual experiences of most 
of them by documenting the extensive informal 
care networks of working parents across the 
social class spectrum.  
The book extends our understanding of two-
earner parents by explicitly incorporating 
members of larger networks. Her approach 
emphasizes the importance of social class by 
providing case studies that range from working 
class to affluent families and highlighting the 
ways in which families of different classes 
construct networks of care.  Members of the 
committee praised this book as “elegantly 
written,” “wonderful,” “creative” and 
“conceptually grounded.”   
 
Award Committee: Steven Nock (Chair), Susan 
Brown, Ione DeOllos, Sally Gallagher, Annette 
Lareau, and Melissa Milkie  
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Congratulations 2006 Family Section Award Winners! 
2006 Distinguished Scholarship or Service 
Winner: Paul Amato, Pennsylvania State 
University  

 
For over two decades, Paul Amato has been 
studying families. His work has dealt with 
determinants of couple relationship quality, 
determinants of divorce, effects of divorce on 
children, and the changing cultural meanings of 
marriage. His work is 
careful and rigorous, 
and a key merit of 
much of the work is 
that it uses longitudinal 
data to tease out 
causal sequences. 
One of Paul’s 
interesting findings is 
that the effects of 
divorce on children 
depend on the 
counterfactual—if the 
parents’ relationship is 
high in conflict, it may 
actually be worse for 
kids if parents stay 
together, whereas if the parents’ relationship is 
unsatisfying but not turbulent, the opposite is 
more often true. Another interesting longitudinal 
analysis, published in ASR, showed that when 
wives adopt more feminist attitudes, it adversely 
affects their assessment of their own marriage, 
but when husbands adopt more feminist 
ideologies, it ups their appreciation for their 
marriage. Most recently, he has written on the 
deinstitutionalization of marriage.  
 
Award Committee: Kathryn Edin (Chair), Andrew 
Cherlin, Paula England, Megan Sweeney, and 
Lynn White 

2006 Outstanding Graduate Student Paper 
Winner: Sara Winslow-Bowe, Clemson 
University  
 
Paper: The Persistence of Wives’ Income 
Advantage  
 
Winslow-Bowe took seriously the research 
showing increasing numbers of couples in 

which wives earn 
more than their 
husbands, asking 
whether this 
represents growth in 
women’s earnings 
attainment following 
marriage or trouble 
with husbands’ 
income level and 
security. Using 
longitudinal data on 
husbands and wives 
earnings, her 
trenchant analysis 

shows that wives’ 
income advantage 

rarely persists over time in married couple 
households, and reflects transient un- and 
underemployment among husbands more 
than economic equality between men and 
women. These results help explain many 
research findings in which wives’ income 
advantage is associated with lower marital 
happiness and stability, arguing against 
explanations that invoke cultural stereotypes 
or gender role expectations as the origin of 
these effects.  
 
Award Committee: Jennifer Glass (chair), 
Holly Heard, and Pamela Smock  

Paul Amato receives the 2006 Distinguished Career Award 
from Kathy Edin at the ASA meeting in Montreal. 
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Book Corner: New Books by Family Section Members  
Mixed Method Data Collection Strategies 
William G. Axinn and Lisa D. Pearce 
Cambridge University Press (2006) 

 
Social scientists have long relied on a wide range of tools to collect 
information about the social world, but as fields have become more 
specialized, researchers are often trained to use a narrow range of 
data collection methods. In this book, Bill Axinn and Lisa Pearce 
draw on a broad range of available social data collection methods 
to formulate a new collection approaches. The approaches de-
scribed here are ideal for social science researchers who plan to 
collect new data about people, organizations, or social processes. 
Axinn and Pearce present methods designed to create a compre-
hensive empirical description of the subject being studied, with an 
emphasis on accumulating the information needed to understand 
what causes what with minimal error. The book is also filled with 

detailed instructions and concrete examples for those who wish to apply the methods to 
their research. 
 
Changing Rhythms of American Family Life 
Suzanne M. Bianchi, John P. Robinson, and Melissa A. Milkie 
Russell Sage Foundation (2006) 
 
Over the last forty years, the number of American households with a 
stay-at-home parent has dwindled as women have increasingly 
joined the paid workforce and more women raise children alone. 
Many policy makers feared these changes would come at the ex-
pense of time mothers spend with their children. In Changing 
Rhythms of American Family Life, sociologists Suzanne Bianchi, 
John Robinson, and Melissa Milkie analyze the way families spend 
their time and uncover surprising new findings about how Americans 
are balancing the demands of work and family. Using time diary data 
from surveys of American parents over the last four decades, 
Changing Rhythms of American Family Life shows that—despite in-
creased workloads outside of the home—mothers today spend at 
least as much time interacting with their children as mothers did decades ago—and per-
haps even more. More broadly, the book demonstrates how Americans have adapted to 
changing circumstances to ensure that they preserve their family time and provide ade-
quately for their children.  
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Book Corner: New Books by Family Section Members  
Single by Chance, Mothers by Choice: How Women are Choosing Parent-
hood without Marriage and Creating the New American Family  
Rosanna Hertz 
Oxford University Press (2006)  
Large numbers of women today are taking the daunting step of 
having children outside of marriage. In Single by Chance, Mothers 
by Choice, Rosanna Hertz offers a comprehensive account of this 
phenomenon, revealing why these middle class women took this 
path and how they have managed to make single parenthood 
work for them. Hertz interviewed 65 women—ranging from physi-
cians and financial analysts to social workers, teachers, and sec-
retaries—women who speak candidly about how they manage 
their lives and families as single mothers. What Hertz discovers 
are not ideologues but reluctant revolutionaries, women who—
whether straight or gay—struggle to conform to conventional defi-
nitions of mother, child, and family. As they tell their stories, they 
shed light on their paths to motherhood, describing how they summoned up the courage 
to pursue their dream, how they broke the news to parents, siblings, friends, and co-
workers, how they went about buying sperm from fertility banks or adopting children of 
different races. They recount how their personal and social histories intersected to en-
able them to pursue their dream of motherhood, and how they navigate daily life.  
 
What Children Need 
Jane Waldfogel  
Harvard University Press (2006) 
 

What do children need to grow and develop? And how can their 
needs be met when parents work? Emphasizing the importance of 
parental choice, quality of care, and work opportunities, economist 
Jane Waldfogel guides readers through the social science re-
search evidence, offering comprehensive answers and a vision for 
change. Waldfogel documents what children need at each stage 
of childhood, from birth through adolescence. She also considers 
whether current work and care arrangements are consistent with 
children’s needs and finds that, all too often, they are not because 
parents are left to fend for themselves in a system where the qual-
ity of care is not what it should be. She thus proposes a new plan 
to better meet the needs of children in working families, from birth 

through adolescence, while respecting the values of choice, quality, and work. 
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Nominations for Family Section Awards, 2007 
The Section gives three awards each year at the American Sociology Association meeting. 

ASA Section on the Family Award for Distinguished Scholarship or Service  
This award is designed to recognize the collective career or major service contributions of a 
sociologist's work in the field of sociology of the family. Nominees for the award should be 
members of the American Sociological Association but do not necessarily need to be mem-
bers of the family section. The distinguished career award recognizes the entire body of the 
person's work as it relates to the sociology of the family (not just one publication). Major ser-
vice to the field is defined as those developments that have made a substantial impact on 
research in the family (for example, data banks, analysis techniques, scholarly writings, 
etc.).  
 
The deadline for nominations is March 1, 2007. For each nominee, a one paragraph de-
scription of biographical facts and major works or a rationale for the nomination should be 
sent to: 
 
Liana Sayer 
Department of Sociology 
The Ohio State University 
Columbus, OH 43210 
Phone: (614) 292-8402  
Email: sayer.12@sociology.osu.edu  
 
 
William S. Goode Best Book-Length Contribution to Family Sociology Award  
The deadline for book nominations for consideration for the Goode Book Award is January 
15, 2007. The award is given to one of the books published within the past two years (2005, 
2006) in the sociology of the family. If you wish to nominate a book for consideration, in a 
letter briefly state why the book should be considered for the award and send the letter to:  
 
Jennifer Glass 
Department of Sociology  
University of Iowa 
W140 Seashore Hall 
Iowa City, Iowa 52242 
Phone: (319) 335-3745  
Email: jennifer-glass@uiowa.edu 
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Nominations for Family Section Awards, 2007 
Award for Outstanding Graduate Student Paper in the Sociology of the Family  
Papers (with a maximum length of 35 pages in total, including an abstract of no more than 150 
words, text, tables, figures, references, and footnotes) submitted for this award must be entirely 
student-authored, and they must deal with an important theoretical issue or significant empirical 
problem in the field of sociology of the family. The award includes $500 towards travel expenses 
to attend the 2007 Annual Meeting in New York, where the award is presented. Eligible student 
authors include master's students and pre-doctoral students who are currently enrolled in a 
graduate program or who have graduated no earlier than December of 2006. Papers that have 
been accepted for publication remain eligible for submission. The name, address, telephone 
number, email address, and/or fax number, and institutional affiliation of the author must be indi-
cated on the title page, along with graduate student status (year in the program and expected 
date of M.A. or Ph.D. degree). Support letters from faculty advisors are unnecessary and not  
encouraged.  
 
The deadline for submission is April 1, 2007. Please send four hard copies of the paper to: 
 
Pamela J. Smock 
Population Studies Center 
426 Thompson Street 
University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
Phone: (734) 763-2264 
Email: pjsmock@umich.edu 
 
 
 
To learn more about the ASA Family Section, visit our homepage at :  
http://www2.asanet.org/sectionfamily/ 


