
 

 155

III. TEACHING RESEARCH METHODS: AN EPILOGUE 
 

Teaching research methods is quite a challenge.  Students often take the course for the 
basic reason because it is required for their major.  It is not as interesting to many 
students as courses on domestic violence, drugs and society, or the family.  For some ,if 
not all, of these students the material is alien and difficult to comprehend.   Generating 
interest in the material is a challenge for  the instructor.  Today, however, we have a 
number of instructional aids and tools available to make the work slightly more 
interesting for the students.  One particular tool is the internet and electronic mail.  Many 
instructors in other courses are utilizing their university’s email in order to communicate 
with the class members.  
 
 Another major change to have taken place in the late 20th century is the advent of the 
World Wide Web.  This brand of  communication allows individuals to connect to 
literally thousands of servers all over the world.  This facilitates the dissemination of 
information and even the collection of individual data.  One can order books, clothes, 
funding resources, professional journal articles, as well as search libraries around the 
globe.   Thus  this new technology with the appropriate safeguards can assist in the 
collection of data.  The Web pages can be protected via several levels of accounts and 
passwords.  In addition, a number of major statistical packages are working on web site 
interfaces.  SAS has developed such an application whereby data output can be placed in 
a “web ready” file.  All that is necessary then is for the information to be uploaded to the 
web server. Once the information has been uploaded the students can review it and 
discuss it in class or in a Chat room or via email. 
 
By integrating these recent tools into research methods courses students can begin to see 
the relevance of doing research in the 21st century.  In addition, these tools can be used in 
such away that the basic research concepts can have practical applications for today’s 
students and not simply be “a course I have to take” but a course I want to take. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




