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HE AIR is full of many voices today

I saying “Lo, here,” and “Lo, there,”

warning the public about contempo-
rary trends in our national life. On the one
hand, there is much fearsome talk of the
dangers of statism as leading finally to
total governmental control. On the other,
there are many who contend that only the
state can save us from going to pieces, that
as the largest and most powerful agency, it
should take over more and more areas of
social control.

I have long thought that a discussion of
the relation of the state to society was
among the topics appropriate to an occa-
sion such as this. Now, having but re-
cently returned from a second “tour of
duty” with that great example of state so-
cialism—the Army—I am more convinced
than ever that this subject will bear ex-
amination. Whether our soldiers and vet-
erans realize it or not, they have experienced
at least one form of more or less complete
state control in a vast organization in which
personal initiative generally is punished and
in which conformity is the key to success.

In any case, aside from wartime improvisa-

* Presidential address delivered at annual meet-
ing March 1, 1946 at Cleveland, Ohio.

tions, we have, in recent decades, been wit-
nessing distinctive institutional changes and
corresponding  alterations in individual
values with respect to the place of the state
in our total social-cultural life. It seems to
me, further, that these changes present a
field for research and theoretical considera-
tions which sociologists may well take se-
riously. The changes bound up with the
state-society relationship, in fact, are cer-
tain to affect all sorts of other areas of
sociological investigation, such as, those
bearing on home and family, the school,
industry, and recreation—to name only a
few.

The problems having to do with state-
societal relations are legitimate research in-
terests for sociologists. Our colleagues in
political science have recently been so en-
grossed in studying the details of administra-
tive paraphernalia that they have ignored
this topic. We will do well to put at least
some of our effort into an analysis of this
far-reaching subject.

Before going further it will be well to de-
fine the major concepts to be used in this
discussion in order to avoid any serious
misunderstanding as to meanings. I shall use
the term society, not in its generic meaning
of any group in interaction, but rather in
its popular, yet fully accepted, sense of a
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