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Faculty members in bachelor’s degree-granting departments in the U.S. teach nearly
50,000 undergraduate sociology courses in an academic year, or about 21 percent of all
social science courses. This proportion is comparable to other social science disciplines
such as political science and economics, although these disciplines tend to have more
faculty in their academic programs. On average, sociology programs require substantive
core courses, as well as, at least one course each in theory, research methodology, and
statistics, as part of the undergraduate curriculum.

Sociology Faculty Taught an Estimated 48,400 Courses at Four-Year Institutions in
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Sociologists teach more courses per semester, on average, than economists,
psychologists and biological or physical scientists.

Sociology Faculty Taught More Courses Than All but One Discipline

(Mean Number of Courses Per Semester, AY 2003)
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