

http://www.asanet.org/footnotes/dec11/index.html

AOA American Sociological Association

from the executive officer

/gotnotes.asanet.org

Changes in the Common Rule? The Social and Behavioral Sciences at Center Stage

|s it ethical for data collected for
one purpose to be used for another
entirely different purpose for which
participants never gave informed
consent?

In 2007, sociologist
Nicholas Christakis and
his co-author James
Fowler published a path-
breaking analysis demonstrating
that a person’s chances of becom-
ing obese increased 57 percent
if their friends became obese.

The data on which these widely
reported findings were based were
collected for an entirely differ-

ent purpose by other researchers
for the Framingham Heart Study.
Because it was a panel study, the
original researchers collected con-
tact information on participants’

biomedical research in ways the
existing rules do not. However, if
the new proposals outlined in the
ANPRM were in place when the
original Framingham data

were collected, Christakis
TAC' E and Fowler could have
been required by their

IRB to obtain written
consent from each of those 5,124
individuals.

The importance of the ANPRM
prompted ASA member Harry
Perlstadt to submit a resolution
to Council at the ASA Business
Meeting in Las Vegas in August,
asking the ASA to develop a
response to the ANPRM. The reso-
lution, which Council approved,
coincided with efforts already
under way in the ASA Executive

close friends Office to
1
and neighbors develop a
who might ‘ ‘ In much social science response to
know how research, disclosure of sensitive the ANPRM
to contact a ) L. L. in collabora-
participant information is the most significant ;..
who moved  potential harm, but one that is other scholarly
orchanged  djstinct from the physical and associations in
phone number . the behavioral
psychological harms that are .
between and social
contacts. central to most IRBs. , , sciences. Two
This contact  p— —TT——— o0nths later
information ASA added

allowed Christakis and Fowler to
map tens of thousands of network
links between 5,124 individuals,
and study health outcomes based
on individuals’ positions in that
network. Yet no participant in the
Framingham Heart Study gave
explicit informed consent to have
their data used in this way.

New Proposals from the Feds

On July 26, 2011, an Advanced
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(ANPRM) was published in the
Federal Register (Vol 76, No 143)
soliciting comments on U.S.
Department of Health & Human
Services (HHS) proposals for an
extensive revision of the Common
Rule, the federal rules governing
federally sponsored research with
human participants. The proposed
revisions are intended in part
to reflect significant differences
between social science research and
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its endorsement to a white paper
submitted by a group of 22 asso-
ciations representing more than
350,000 members in the social
and behavioral sciences (see www.
asanet.org/images/press/docs/pdf/
Common_Rule.pdf).

A Social Science Response

This jointly authored Social
and Behavioral Science White
Pages (“White Paper”) commends
HHS for recognizing the need to
modernize the Common Rule, and
responds point-by-point to the 19
issues and 74 questions included
in the ANPRM. Three key issues
(among many) highlighted in
the White Paper are summarized
briefly below.

Gravity of harm versus likelihood
of harm. The ANPRM proposes
distinguishing among three types
of possible risk to human sub-
jects: physical, psychological, and

informational risk. The White
Paper urges a separate evaluation
of the probability of a given harm
from its severity. This would permit
acceptable risks to include “both
high probabilities of minor incon-
veniences, harms, and discomforts
when these are of a magnitude...
that characterize people’s daily
existence and potentially even
slightly more serious harms when
the likelihood that these will occur
is so extremely remote that they
approximate the very low likeli-
hoods of serious harms in daily life”
This distinction would allow a more
nuanced consideration of whether
proposed research requires full

IRB review, and would also allow
researchers and IRBs to more effec-
tively consider the kinds of protec-
tions that should be implimented to
reduce the likelihood of that harm
occurring.

Risk associated with inappropri-
ate release of personal information.
In much social science research,
disclosure of sensitive information
is the most significant potential
harm, but one that is distinct from
the physical and psychological
harms that are central concerns
of most IRBs. To deal with this
the ANPRM proposes remov-
ing informational risk entirely
from the responsibility of IRBs.
Instead, the proposal is that future
federal regulations would apply the
HIPAA Privacy Act standards to
all research data. The White Paper
counters that while removing data
security issues from the purview
of IRBs is well advised, HIPPA
is an inappropriate standard to
apply to non-health records (and
has significant limitations even
in health research). Instead, the
White Paper urges HHS to exam-
ine the extensive research and
practice history of “extant, time-
tested, and cumulative standards,
methods, measures, and advise-
ment for protecting personally
identifiable information, ensuring
data protection and security, and
permitting access and use” that
are in place in government and
major research institutes. These

include the National Center for
Education Statistics Restricted
Use Data Procedures Manual; the
ICPSR Guide to Social Science Data
Preparation and Archiving, Data
Use Agreement, or Instructions for
Preparing the Data Protection Plan.
The White Paper suggests that
these tested data security systems
are “more relevant, nuanced, and
better adapted to the range of data
protection issues that researchers
confront” than is HIPPA.
Expedited, exempt and “excused”
research. The ANPRM outlines
three proposals to change the
expedited review processes: revise
the criteria and list of research
activities eligible for expedited
review; eliminate continuing
review of these studies; and
streamline the submission process.
Exempt research and expedited
review are a huge issue for the
social and behavioral sciences.
While the White Paper sup-
ports such changes, as well as the
ANPRM’s plan to base revisions
of the regulations on “systematic,
empirical assessment of the level of
risk,” it also raises some significant
concerns. The White Paper cau-
tions against the regulatory creep
implicit in moving six categories of
studies that are currently “exempt”
from the current regulations into
a new category called “excused”
that—contrary to the syman-
tic—would actually expand the
government’s oversight of research
by requiring all studies in these
categories to adhere to the new
data security protections.

What'’s Next?

The ANPRM has garnered
considerable attention in higher
education and research circles;
it was even featured on the Kojo
Nnamdi Show, a Washington-
area NPR program. However,
the proposals within ANPRM
are not yet federal regulations.
They are proposed directions for
future regulations rather than
proposed regulations themselves.
The proposals offer many positive
suggestions for change, including

Continued on page 11
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National Science Foundation
Funds Project to Develop
National Data Infrastructure
The National Science
Foundation has funded research-
ers, led by the University of North
Carolina-Chapel Hill, to lead
a multi-institutional team that

American Sociological Association AOA

science policy

publication within digital librar-
ies, and reference collections
within persistent archives. The
NSF awarded nearly $8 million
over five years to the DataNet
Federation Consortium (DFC),
a group that spans seven uni-
versities. The DFC will address

will build and deploy a
prototype national data
management infrastruc-

of the key data chal-
lenges facing scientific
researchers in the digital age. The
infrastructure will support collab-
orative multidisciplinary research
through shared collections, data

\ Science

the data management
needs of six science
and engineering disci-
plines: oceanography,
hydrology, engineering
design, plant biology,
cognitive science, and social sci-
ence. For more information, see
<www.renci.org/news/releases/
nsf-datanet>.

New and Improved
DataFinder, a Hub for U.S. And
International Data

With the Population Reference
Bureau’s (PRB) DataFinder,
researchers can search hundreds
of population and health indica-
tors for thousands of locations.
Begun with just a handful of
indicators, DataFinder has grown
over the past several years to
include hundreds of popula-
tion and health indicators for
thousands of locations around
the world. The redesigned and
expanded DataFinder now offers a
huge new U.S. database of indica-
tors from the U.S. Census Bureau’s

decennial census, American
Community Survey, and popula-
tion estimates. Locations include:
Census Divisions, Census Regions,
Metro Areas, States, Counties,
and Places. Browse dozens of
indicators in the international
database—ranging from popula-
tion projections to contraceptive
use, and including indicators from
PRB’s 2011 World Population Data
Sheet. You can save your search
results by downloading them to a
csv file. For more information, see
<www.prb.org/DataFinder.aspx>.
Suggest more improvements to
DataFinder by e-mailing ttsai@
prb.org. ©

n early November 2011, the
Census Bureau released the

(SPM). By this new measure,

tion lives in poverty—more

annually updates the poverty
thresholds to reflect price

poses, the poverty measures

tested federal programs.
Taking a broader view
of poverty, the SPM better

the changes, the SPM adjusts
for regional differences and
considers the cost of work-
ing, such as childcare. It also
accounts for benefits from
the government, such as food

Tax Credit. This new measure
provides a better analysis of
how effective some federal
programs are in helping to
reduce poverty (or their inef-
fectiveness). For instance, the
alternative measure suggests

Supplemental Poverty Measure
16 percent of the U.S. popula-
than the official poverty num-
ber of 15.1 percent announced
in September. The U.S. Census

changes. Among its many pur-

are used to determine financial
eligibility for various income-

reflects the reality of poverty in
America. For instance, among

stamps and the Earned Income

lower rates of youth poverty
than the current measure and
shows much greater rates of
poverty for the elderly— an
increase from 9 percent to 15.9
percent.

The current official poverty
measure, developed in the late
1960s and based on the price
of food, largely estimates pov-
erty rates by looking at a fam-
ily or individual cash income.
The use of an absolute measure
rather than a relative one has
caused some recurring criti-
cism. The supplemental mea-
sure will be a more complex
and refined statistic, including
such additional items as tax
payments and work expenses
in estimating family resources.
The current approach to deter-
mining poverty will remain
the definitive measure; the
Supplemental Poverty Measure
will not be used to determine
eligibility for government
programs. Instead, the SPM is
designed as an experimental
poverty measure that provides
further understanding of eco-
nomic conditions and trends.
New questions on the Current
Population Survey (CPS)

Annual Social and Economic
Supplement (ASEC) help to
inform the SPM.

Background

Over the last few decades
there have been a series of
studies and reviews of the
conceptual and technical ele-
ments that make up the mea-
sure. These studies produced
a large number of technical
working papers and reports.
Most influential on the
new SPM was the National
Academy of Sciences (NAS)
1995 report Measuring
Poverty (www.census.gov/
hhes/povmeas/methodol-
ogy/nas/report.html), which
addresses a important mea-
surement issues that are still
being discussed by research-
ers and policy makers today.

Plans to develop a supple-
mental poverty measure
to complement the exist-
ing official poverty statistic
were announced by the U.S.
Commerce Department on
March 2, 2010. The measure
was developed by analysts
from the U.S. Census Bureau
and the U.S. Bureau of Labor

The U.S. Census Introduces the New Supplemental Poverty Measure

Statistics. Their goal was to use
the best new data and method-
ologies to obtain an improved
understanding of the economic
well-being of American fami-
lies and of how federal policies
affect those living in poverty.
The initiative to create the
new statistic was included in
President Obama’s FY2011
budget proposal, but was not
funded; however, research on
many aspects of the SPM has
already advanced. Given the
importance of this initiative,
the Census Bureau redistrib-
uted existing resources in
order to maintain the new
questions on the CPS ASEC
and were able to release a new
set of preliminary poverty
estimates using the 2011 ata
CPS ASEC end of the year. ©

For more information on the new
Supplemental Poverty Measure,

see the Pew Research Center’s
“Re-Counting Poverty” at <www.
pewsocialtrends.org/2011/11/30/
re-counting-poverty/> and for

the methodology and background
behind the alternative measure,

see the U.S. Census Bureau’s
“Poverty—Experimental Measures”
at <www.census.gov/hhes/povmeas/
methodology/supplemental/>
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2012 Annual Meeting Space for Other Activities

he ASA provides two services for

individuals or groups desiring
to use meeting space at the Annual
Meeting. ASA Council policies on
the use of such space are outlined
below. Because ASA Sections have
been allotted program time, they are
excluded from these provisions.

Meeting Space
Groups wishing to meet in
conjunction with the 2012 Annual
Meeting may request space by send-
ing a formal letter of request with
signature (e-mail messages or files
are not acceptable) to ASA Meeting
Services by February 24, 2012.
Rooms are allocated on a first-come,
first-served basis, one meeting
per group. In the event that space
exceeds demand, requests for a sec-
ond meeting will be considered.
Space requests are categorized as
follows:
 Small groups sponsored by ASA
members requesting space for the
purpose of conducting sessions
focused on a special aspect of
sociology will be allocated one
time slot from 6:30-8:15 pm on
the first or third evening (August

17 or August 19). The topic to be
discussed should be clearly stated
in the request, along with an
estimate of the size of the group
expected to attend the session.

« Groups or organizations wishing
to gather for other meetings such
as those of a religious, political,
or special interest nature are
required to submit a petition
containing the signatures of 10
ASA members who support the
request. These groups will be
assigned one meeting room from
8:00-10:00 pm on the second
night of the meeting (August 18).
If the number of requests exceeds
the available space, groups will be
assigned to the 6:30 pm time slot
on August 17 or 19.

« Those groups or organizations
wishing to hold receptions,
dinners, or other social gather-
ings should also submit requests
for space by the February 24
deadline. Space availability is
normally limited to 6:30-8:15 pm
on August 17 or 19, and to 8:00-
10:00 pm on August 18.

An announcement of each meet-
ing will be included in the “Activities

of Other Groups” listing and in

the body of the program schedule.
These listings will include the name
of the group or title/topic of the
session, name of organizer/sponsor
if appropriate, and date and time of
the meeting. Room assignments are
printed in the Final Program only.

Table Space

ASA members may apply for
table space to display literature
about related non-profit organiza-
tions or sociologically pertinent
projects. Available space is assigned
without charge on a first-come,
first-served basis. ASA Sections
are excluded from these provisions
because two general display tables
are provided for sections in the ASA
registration area; requests from
individual sections for tables cannot
be considered.

Due to the number of requests
and the limited space available for
displays, two parties are usually
assigned to each table. There are
no general storage facilities beyond
the space beneath each table, so
each party is solely responsible for
the security of its display materials.

/gotnotes.asanet.org

Policies on use of table space are
that (1) nothing may be sold and (2)
nothing of an offensive nature may
be displayed.

Deadline

Formal letters of request—not
e-mail messages—for meeting
space and/or table space must be
postmarked no later than February
24, 2012. Letters should be printed
on the official stationery of the
sponsoring organization or mem-
ber’s institution and must include
sender’s signature.

All letters requesting meeting
space should identify the nature
of the meeting, the number of
people expected to attend, desired
room setup or other physical
space needs, and the scheduling
preference of the group within the
parameters given above.

Send space requests to: Kareem D.
Jenkins, ASA Meeting Services, 1430
K St. NW, Suite 600, Washington,
DC 20005, Fax: (202) 638-0882

Confirmation of Meeting
Space:

Groups requesting meet-
ing space will receive notifica-
tion regarding the request no earlier
than April 20, 2012. ©

Candidates

from Page 1

Dina G. Okamoto, University of
California-Davis

Andrew Schrank, University of New
Mexico

Jane Sell, Texas A&M University

Ezra W. Zuckerman, MIT Sloan
School of Management

Committee on Nominations

Linda Marie Burton, Duke University

Emilio J. Castilla, MIT

David John Frank, University of
California-Irvine

Joshua Gamson, University of San
Francisco

David B. Grusky, Stanford University

Tomas R. Jimenez, Stanford University

Nadia Y. Kim, Loyola Marymount
University

John W. Mohr, University of
California-Santa Barbara

Stephanie J. Nawyn, Michigan State
University

Kristen Schilt, University of Chicago

Zulema Valdez, Texas A&M University
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Celeste M. Watkins-Hayes,
Northwestern University

Committee on Publications

Dana M. Britton, Kansas State
University

Erin Kelly, University of Minnesota

Mitchell L. Stevens, Stanford University

Committee on Committees

PhD Granting School

Linda M. Blum, Northeastern
University

Zhenchao Qian, The Ohio State
University

Non-Academic Institution

Elisa Bienenstock, NSI

Karen Lutfey, New England Research
Institute

Members-at-Large

Mary Blair-Loy, University of
California-San Diego

Monica Boyd, University of Toronto

Ben Carrington, University of Texas-
Austin

Amy S. Wharton, Washington State
University

This is not the complete list;
the full list of 2012 ASA Election
Candidates will soon be online
at <www.asanet.org/about/
elections/20128late.cfm>. The
elected members of the Committee
on Nominations prepared most of
the slates of candidates for the 2012
election; the slate of candidates for
the Committee on Nominations was
prepared by Members-at-Large of the
ASA Council. Petitions supporting
additional candidates for the offices
of President-Elect, Vice President-
Elect, and Secretary must be signed
by at least 100 voting members of
the Association; petition candidates
for other positions must receive the
supporting signatures of at least 50
voting members. All petitions must
arrive by January 31, 2010. In order
to be eligible to vote in the 2012 elec-
tion, you must renew your member-
ship by March 31. If you have any
questions about the slate of candi-
dates or the petition process, e-mail
governance@asanet.org or call (202)
383-9005. ©

2012 Annual
Meeting Updates

'|'he Call for Papers and listing of
topics is now available. See the
online guide to the Call for Papers
on the “Meetings” page to find
resources for submitters and learn
how to submit your paper. Go to
<www.asanet.org/meetings/Call_
for_Papers.cfm>. All submissions
must be made using the online
submission system—no papers
may be sent directly to a Session
Organizer. The deadline for mak-
ing a submission is January 11,
2012 (at 3:00pm EST). Inquiries
may be sent to meetings@asanet.
org or (202) 383-9005 ext 305.
View the roster of Program
Committee-sponsored Invited
Sessions for the 2012 Annual
Meeting online. The roster
includes Thematic, Special, Author
Meets Critics, and Regional
Spotlight Sessions on the program
in Denver. See <convention3.alla-
cademic.com/one/asa/asal2/>. ©
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PubsComm: Let the Sunshine In

Robert Zussman, University of
Massachusetts-Amherst and Chair of the
ASA Pulications Committee

Several years ago, Gary Alan Fine,
then editor of Social Psychology
Quarterly, introduced a “sunshine
initiative,” meant to shed a little
light on what the ASA Committee
on Publications (PubsComm) does
and how it does it. This article,
following similar reports from the
two previous chairs (Mike Hout and
Christine Williams), is intended as
one more sunbeam.

PubsComm consists of six elected
members, each serving a three-year
term, plus the ASA Secretary and
President. We meet twice a year, once
for a full day at the Annual Meeting
and once over a usually chilly
December weekend in Washington,
DC. Editors from each of the ASAs
eight journals, one magazine and one
book series attend the meetings. Sally
Hillsman, the ASA Executive Officer,
also attends our meetings as do the
altogether wonderfully helpful team
of Karen Edwards (Director of ASA
Publications and Membership) and
Janine Chappa (the ASA Journals and
Publications Manager).

Probably the most important task
for the Committee is recruiting new
editors for the Association’s journals.
We begin by generating a set of
names of potential editors, whom we
then invite to apply. We also post a

announcements of editor openings,
although, in practice, very few soci-
ologists apply without an invitation.
(They should as our process of gen-
erating names is far from systematic
and there are probably many excel-
lent editor candidates we overlook.
This article will have done its work

if it encourages so much as a single
unsolicited application.) Sometimes
we have several applications, as many
as seven as best as I can remember,
sometimes only a couple and rarely
only one. In fact, the odds of submit-
ting a successful application to edit a
journal are considerably higher than
the odds of successfully submitting
an article at the very same journal: It’s
worth a shot.

A subcommittee, usually consist-
ing of the outgoing editor of the
journal in question plus two elected
members then makes a recommen-
dation to the entire PubsComm.
The elected members of
PubsComm, meeting in Executive
Session (not quite as impressive as
it sounds), discuss, vote, and make
a recommendation to ASA Council,
which makes the final choice. How
often does the entire committee
overrule the subcommittee? Fairly
often, in my experience. How
often does ASA Council overrule
PubsComm? It’s very hard to know
because, one highly controversial
case aside, the entire process is

Section Awards

ASA sections honor work in their
specialty areas through awards
given to honor articles, books,
dissertations, career achievements,
and other special contributions. The
ASA website's section page lists infor-
mation on awards for which nominations are sought.
Awards will be presented at the 2012 ASA Annual
Meeting in Chicago. Please consider nominating col-
leagues and students whose contributions should have
the special visibility accorded by a section award. To
view the complete list of awards, go to <www.asanet.
org/sections/section_awards.cfm>.

Nominations Sought for 2012
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treated as “confidential” There are
some places where the sun doesn’t
shine—at least not yet.

Beyond choosing editors,
PubsComm also sets publication
policies. Sometimes we approve—
and, more rarely, disapprove—of
occasional requests for additional
pages. We also recently revised ASA
policies on personal web pages,
making it easier for authors to keep
accepted papers available on their
own sites until actual publication.
Beyond approving page allocations
and setting very broad policies, we
try very hard not to interfere with
the editorial processes at individual
journals. That is and should be
the realm in which the editors of
individual journals exercise their own
discretion.

Journal Finances

Within the past year, PubsComm
has also begun thinking about
budgetary issues. Journals account for
over 2.5 million dollars of revenues,
most from institutional subscriptions,
more than 40 precent of ASA’ total
revenues. Against that income, the
ASA projects expenses under a new
contract with SAGE of slightly less
than $700,000 dollars. That leaves
a projected net income of over 1.8
million dollars. That’s real money.
The ASA (like other disciplinary
organizations) uses the income from
journals to pay for much of its pro-
gram and much of its staff. But the
income also provides an opportunity
and an obligation to think about what
we are doing with the journals.

Acceptance rates vary from
under 10 percent at The American
Sociological Review to over 20 per-
cent at several of the other journals.
There are also big differences in
page allocations, from nearly 1,000
annually for ASR to between 350
and 500 for the others. Do the
acceptance rates and page alloca-
tions make sense? Should we be
emphasizing the gatekeeping func-
tion of the journals by keeping their
acceptance rates low? Or should we
be increasing pages to let the most
selective journals publish more (or
longer) articles?

There are also significant dif-
ferences in the extent of financial
support the journals receive from

the ASA as well as from the institu-
tions that house them. Editors are
not paid, at least not beyond a small
honorarium that can amount to as
little as a few hundred dollars a year
per editor in the case of editorial
teams. The editors richly deserve
our gratitude for the often exhaust-
ing work they do without financial
compensation. But the ASA does
pay for clerical support, which
often varies widely from journal

to journal and among universities.
We have, so far as I know, rules of
thumb but few policies that govern
the allocation of support. Should
we have policies in place and what
should they be? Although more
financial information is available
now than has been available in the
past about journal finances—and
the Executive Office has expressed
its intent to make budgetary
information available annually—
how much information do we want
to make public? We have not, for
example, yet made available detailed
information about individual
journals or information that would
make individual salaries identifiable.
Should we be doing that?

For those of us from the baby
boom generation, it was the Age
of Aquarius that “let the sunshine
in:” “Harmony and understanding/
Sympathy and trust abounding/
No more falsehoods or derisions/
Golden living dreams of visions/
Mystic crystal revelation/ And the
mind’s true liberation” But who
remembers the earlier version of
Let the Sunshine In, sung in 1954
by the Cowboy Church Sunday
School, rising as high as Number 8
on the Billboard Charts? “Mommy
told me something/ A little kid
should know/ It’s all about the
devil/ And I've learned to hate him
so/ She said he causes trouble/
When you let him in the room/ He
will never ever leave you/ If your
heart is filled with gloom/ So let
the sunshine in/ And face it with a
grin... Open up your heart and let
the sun shine in”

I'am not at all confident that the
Committee on Publications will
usher in an age of harmony and
understanding. I am more opti-
mistic that we'll be able to keep the
devil at the door. ©
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from Page 1

and their support for “pre-Herbert
Hoover economics.” He expressed
opposition to of “indiscriminate
cutting” that some GOP members
have endorsed.

While Price assured the audi-
ence that NSF’s FY 2012 funding
level will have a “reasonably good
outcome” all things considered,
he said that the National Institutes
of Health’s (NTH) budget may not
fare as well during this period of
austerity. Price added that both
NSF and NIH received consider-
able funding under the stimulus
bill in 2009.

In conclusion, Price argued
that the country needs long-term
investments in public educa-
tion, community college training,
infrastructure, and the research
enterprise. He hoped that the
Super Committee would recom-

ences than specific assaults on those
sciences. The budget situation has
been exacerbated, Mann suggested,
by the problems of the U.S. political
system, including the utter dysfunc-
tion of a divided Congress.

Mann continued and said that
the “seeds” for the difficulties with
the political system were planted
in the 1960s and 1970s; it took
along time for them to flourish.
This led to unprecedented levels
of pessimism in the country and
low levels of “trust in government.”
The current level of approval for
Congress is at nine percent, but,
Mann), expressed surprise that it
was even that high.

He cited the example of the Debt
Ceiling Crisis as unprecedented
“hostage taking” and the “worst,
irresponsible episode” of policy
making in his over 40 years of
watching Washington DC. “It’s
worse than it looks,” Mann sug-
gested. He also told the crowd not to

mend balanced take the Super
|
revenue and Committee
spending plan, ‘ ‘ The importance of social too seriously.
but he was not . . “We are not
optimistic. and behavioral sciences, Suresh about to reach
Political asserted, comes from science’s  a Kumbaya
Landscape  role in meeting the needs of mf’;ne,nt’ he
said, since
Thomas society and from new globalized e have a
Mann of the . < olitical
Brookings culture and its breakthroughs =~ POtica war
X . L. going on,
iﬁstltuﬁe gave in telecommunications and with a take-
€ colloqui- : no-prisoners
umiskeynote  transportation. 99 p
approach.
address. He | M
ann
served as the .
explained

first chair of COSSA’s Executive
Committee and congratulated the
organization on becoming a “seri-
ous Washington player” since his
tenure as chair.

Mann suggested that the past
30 years have seen the enhance-
ment of the social and behavioral
sciences with increased respect
and greater interaction with the
other sciences. Although new
assaults on the social and behav-
ioral sciences remain part of the
political landscape, they are mainly
idiosyncratic in character and less
systematic than they were in the
late 1970s and early 1980s.

Mann noted that the current
emphasis on shrinking budgets,
particularly domestic spending, will
have a much more profound effect
on the social and behavioral sci-
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that the mismatch between a party
system that is ideological, parlia-
mentary, and homogenous, and a
governance system that is based on
separation of powers, with estab-
lished norms that lead to compro-
mises has led to dysfunction. In this
era, majorities do not rule rather
extreme partisanship and polariza-
tion dominate. What also makes
this era so difficult, Mann said, is
that facts, evidence, and science are
sacrificed for the need to challenge
the legitimacy of the political oppo-
sition. However, electoral change

in 2012 could alter the system he
concluded.

Seamless Integration of
Sciences

Moving away from the political,
NSF Director Subra Suresh spoke

later in the col-
loquium about
the “relevance,
importance,
and centrality”
of the social
and behav-
ioral sciences
and how the
“seamless
integration of
the social sci-
ences with the
natural science
and engineer-
ing” is key to
the future of
science.

The importance of social
and behavioral sciences, Suresh
asserted, comes from science’s
role in meeting the needs of
society and from new globalized
culture and its breakthroughs in
telecommunications and trans-
portation. A technologically
advanced society needs the social
sciences for examining social
networks and enlarged human
interconnectedness.

Going forward—in an era of con-
strained resources—Suresh stated
that NSF would remain focused
on its core principles—supporting
excellent basic science research and
focusing on building the pipeline
of students from K-12 to graduate
school.

He concluded that NSF has
produced enormous economic and
social value, citing its support of
almost 200 Nobel Prize winners,
but policy makers need to hear
from scientists in a “unified voice”
to counter the growing lack of
respect by some for evidence and
science.

Diving into the Details

The colloquium moved on to
focus on the specific contributions
to public policy from the social
and behavioral sciences over the
past 30 years: economist Charles
Schultze discussed economic well
being, psychologist James Jackson
discussed race and ethnicity, crimi-
nologist Al Blumstein discussed
crime reduction. Research Scientist
at Columbia University, Roberta
Balstad, focused on human behav-
ior and environmental change,
and American Psychological
Association Executive Officer
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Norman B. Anderson, American Psychological Association, Sally T.
Hillsman, ASA, Howard Silver, COSSA, and Myron Guttman, National
Science Foundation, at the COSSA 30 th Annual Meeting. Photo by Chris
Flynn

Norman Anderson looked at health
and behavior. The attendees were
treated with two intense discus-
sion panels on “SBE Science in
STEM Education” and “Changing
Demographics and Immigration
Policy” These detailed perspectives
dovetailed with the broad topics
discussed by Price, Mann, and
Suresh.

Looking towards the future
Robert Groves, Director of the
U.S. Census Bureau; Myron
Guttman, Assistant Director of NSF
Social, Behavioral, and Economic
Sciences Directorate; and Robert
Kaplan, Director of NIH Office
of Behavioral and Social Sciences
Research, provided the attendees
with a glimpse of the new tools and
research opportunities they are
looking to use in the future.

Conclusion

At COSSAS celebration of 30
years of successful advocacy, Ken
Prewitt, COSSA’s current President,
former Census Bureau Director,
and a key actor in COSSA creation,
presided over the colloquium. The
attendees received an examination
of the past 30 years, including our
nation’s political and economic
landscape and the contributions of
the social and behavioral sciences to
public policy. The 2011 meeting took
a special look at the current budget-
constrained policy era, focusing on
future research topics and data col-
lections in these sciences. All in all
the colloquium was a celebration of
the past successes and a challenge to
build future accomplishments. ©

Special thanks to Howard Silver, execu-
tive director COSSA, for his contributions
to this article

ﬁ;tnotes « December 2011


http://www.asanet.org/footnotes
http://www.cossa.org/volume30/Update_Volume_30_Issue_20-B.pdf

/gotnotes.asanet.org

American Sociological Association AOA

Report Shows Sociology’s Competitiveness in Gaining Federal R&D Dollars

ASA Research and Development
Department

n 2009, the last year for which

data is available, federally funded
Research and Development (R&D)
monies spent by universities and
colleges reached 32.9 billion dol-
lars, up 4.2 percent in inflation-
adjusted dollars from the previous

science dollars came from Health
and Human Services (HHS),
followed by the National Science
Foundation (NSF). Of the social
sciences, sociology received the
most R&D dollars, perhaps dem-
onstrating their competitiveness in
the grant writing process.

These data are gathered by

In 2009, as seen in Figure 1,
sociology spent $201,648,000 in
federal R&D funds compared to
$136,583,000 spent by political
science and $121,360,000 spent by
economics. Psychology is its own
category. Sociology did less well
than economics or political science
in receiving non-federal R&D mon-

and $231,981,000, respectively). In
the years since 2005, sociology has
maintained its lead over the other
two social science disciplines, and
kept up with the overall rate of
increase, but as Figure 2 shows, its
growth rate has not kept up with
political science and economics
(4.1 percent, 11.4 percent, and 21.1

NSF from 711 universities and
colleges that awarded degrees in
science (including social sci-
ence), technology, engineering,
and mathematics disciplines and
spent at least $150,000 in science
and engineering R&D. The report
with attached data tables can

be found on the NSF website at
www.nsf.gov/statistics/infbrief/
nsf10329.

year. The fields that received the
most dollars were the life sciences
and engineering, as has been the
case for many years. Between
them, they received 24.3 billion
dollars or 73 percent of federal
R&D dollars. In contrast, the social
sciences received a miniscule
portion of these dollars (about 3.7
percent or 852 million) in 2009.
The largest share of these social

ies ($206,540,000; $257,979,000; percent, respectively). (6}

Research on the Profession

See the latest trend data on sociology as a discipline including
degrees by race/ethnicity and gender, graduate enrollments by
race/ethnicity, gender and citizenship status, and employment
status for ASA members.” Go to www.asanet.org/research/
statistical_information.cfm.

Figure1: Federal R&D Expenditures in the Social Sciences at
Universities and Colleges, 2009 Only
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Figure 2: Federal R & D Expenditures in the Social Sciences at
Universities and Colleges, 2005 - 2009
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ASA Honors Program
2012 Call for Nominations

2012 American Sociological Association Annual Meeting
August 17-20, 2012
Denver, CO

The American Sociological
Association seeks applications from
exceptional undergraduate students
who wish to be considered for the
2012 ASA Honors Program, which
is highlighted at the ASA Annual
Meeting.

Honors Program students come to the Annual Meeting and
experience a laboratory on the profession. They partici-
pate actively in special sessions designed just for them,
and develop valuable networks with their peers as well

as meet prominent professionals in the discipline. Taking
part in the ASA Honors Program provides a significant and

$250,000 meaningful early experience in the careers of the next gen-
eration of sociologists.
$200,000 .’ = G Participation in the Honors Program requires nomination
and, later, sponsorship, by a sociology faculty member at
$150,000 your college or university.
w Interested students and prospective faculty sponsors are
$100,0001 encouraged to consult the ASA website at www.asanet.
org (click on“Teaching & Learning” and then “Students:
$50,000 Undergraduate”) for additional information and an applica-
¢ tion form. Questions? Contact Dr. Dennis M. Rome, Director,
0 T T T T i
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 ASA Honors Program (dennis.rome@uwp.edu).
i Sociology === Economics =@ political Science AT GEE O Rre HEB R IR e
- J
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Mid-South

from Page 1

When I entered sociology in

1971 T had no real commit-

ment to sociology. I chose

sociology because of all of the

social science disciplines I saw

it as the least disciplined, the

least concerned with policing

its boundaries, and the most

permissive of fringe perspec-

tives. Over the course of the

four decades since then I have

seen sociology become more

open, more tolerant of its quirky

corners, and more pluralistic in

its views of methods and top-

ics. While tensions sometimes

still surface, most sociologists

value the diversity of theoretical

orientations in the discipline as

well as the diversity of methods.

This deepening of a fairly robust

pluralism is an accomplishment,

not just the result of some kind

of intellectual drift or indiffer-

ence. And, I think, the ASA as

an organization is one of the

reasons this has happened

I then went on to talk a little about the
Real Utopias theme for the 2012 ASA
conference and why I thought this was
an important agenda for sociological
research. What followed was an engaged
discussion over a wide range of issues,
including the difficulty in some depart-
ments of maintaining pluralism, the
problem of sustaining the core values of
sociology given pressures on sociology
programs to show that sociology leads
to employment, and the issue of cultural
relativism in my discussion of human
flourishing and real utopias.

Philander Smith College
Philander Smith College, a small
predominantly black liberal arts
college, was founded in 1877. Like
many HBCUs since the end of legal
segregation in the South, it has faced
increasing challenges in recruiting its
student body and sustaining a sense
of purpose, given the opportunities
for African American students to
attend historically white institutions. In
2007, the college engaged in a serious
process of rethinking its core mission
as an academic institution. Its mission
now states: “To graduate academically
accomplished students, grounded as
advocates for social justice, determined
to change the world for the better;’
with the school motto: “Think Justice.”
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When I learned of this mission state-
ment, I contacted the newly appointed
director of the college’s social justice
initiative, Joseph Jones, told him that
Twould be in Little Rock for the Mid-
South meetings and offered to come
to the college and lead an informal
discussion on Real Utopias and social
justice. Jean Shin, ASA Director of
Minority Affairs, accompanied me.

I began by commenting to the
faculty and students in attendance on
how extraordinary I thought it was
that their college had adopted a mis-
sion statement anchored in a com-
mitment to social justice, and while
this was my first visit to Little Rock,
it held a salient place in my heart
because of the desegregation struggle
at Central High School in 1957. 1 was
10 at the time, living in Lawrence,
KS. The Central High battles were
the first events of the Civil Rights era
about which I have direct memories,
not just from later reading, but from
seeing it on television at the time.

The exchange with students and
faculty at the college was extremely
interesting for me, and I think useful
for them as well. I explained how the
idea of Real Utopias was a distinctive
way of engaging issues of social justice,
different from talking about desir-
able policy reforms. Both begin with
the diagnosis and critique of existing
structures and institutions, identifying
the ways in which they cause harms,
but differ in their approach to the
problem of alternatives. The analysis of
policy reform looks at the current situ-
ation and asks what kinds of changes
can we pursue that would improve
things, given the social and political
constraints we face. The study of Real
Utopias asks what the destination we
want get to is. It then seeks achievable
transformations that move us in that
direction. The students and faculty at
the meeting raised many issues, includ-
ing a discussion of the Occupy Wall
Street movement and how it seemed to
exclude participation from minorities
and poor people, the problem of com-
munity activists and protesters taking
seriously inclusiveness, the political
opposition to Obama’s jobs programs
and what would really work to create
jobs, and many other things.

Afterwards, Jones took Shin and me
on a tour of the campus, ending up at
the offices of the Social Justice initia-
tive, adorned with photos of the iconic
figures of social justice movements

from the South
and around the
world. The actual
implementation
of the social
justice mission

is still in its very
early stages and
it remains to be
seen how deeply
this can be
translated into
the academic life
of the college.
The idea is for social justice not to
be a “topic” confined to a few special
courses, but a theme that becomes
integral throughout the curriculum.

Occupy Little Rock

The last session of the Mid-South
conference was devoted to a lecture
by Therborn on “Dynamics of (In)
Equalities: The South and the Rest”
The organizer of the conference,

Mark Konty, had issued a press release
inviting anyone from the Little Rock
community to attend. About eight
people with the Occupy Little Rock
encampment came. The lecture was
an exploration of both the specificities
of the problem of inequality within
the South and a discussion of broader
trends in equality in the world as a
whole. Afterwards, the “Occupy”
attendees invited Goran and me to
visit the encampment and attend their
General Assembly.

After visiting Little Rock Central
High School and its adjoining museum
(now a national historic site) and the
Clinton Presidential library, we went to
the Occupy Little Rock encampment.
It was previously located in front of the
Clinton Library, but the activists had
been unable to get a permit for that
location so the city proposed a location
across the freeway from the library.
The encampment was small, perhaps
15 or so tents and around 30-40
people. Handmade signs adorned the
perimeter: Dinner was being prepared
and smoke was rising from a portable
fire pit surrounded by lawn chairs. A
white board listed lectures and discus-
sions in the upcoming week. Soon,
Goran and I were ushered over to the
meeting area. The audience consisted
of scrufty young people, but also men
and women in their 50s and 60s.

I spoke about how the idea of real
utopia connected to the spirit of the
Occupy Movement, and then briefly
elaborated what I think of as the
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Wright speaking at the Occupy Little Rock site.

three tasks of any systematic account
of emancipatory possibilities: the
diagnosis and critique of the world
as it is, envisioning viable alternatives
that embody emancipatory ideals, and
developing a theory of transforma-
tion for how to get from here to there.
Goran talked about the massive irre-
sponsibility of financial elites in gam-
bling recklessly with financial resources
and the global character of the new
waves of protest against “casino capital-
ism? The discussion that followed
focused on the issue of the goals of the
occupy movement. I was asked what
I thought of the idea of abolishing the
Fed, a topic of heated debate within
the Occupy Little Rock encampment. I
suggested that the demand should not
be “abolish the Fed” but “democratize
the Fed”—make it accountable to the
people. Of course this also requires
democratizing democracy: if Congress
is subordinated to wealthy elites,
then it is not enough to make the Fed
accountable to Congress. This lead to
the broader question of democracy as
a political goal. Two values, I argued,
continuously animate American
politics— freedom and democracy.
Conservatives anchor their politics
in freedom. The anchor for critics of
the right wing should be deepening
democracy. With democracy as the
anchor then “freedom” can be re-
appropriated by the protesters: a robust
democracy is the necessary condition
for meaningful freedom. After an
almost two-hour discussion, the forum
came to a close.

A film crew from alocal TV station
was there and asked to interview
me. They seemed impressed that the
President of the American Sociological
Association was in Little Rock lead-
ing a discussion on democracy and
social change with the participants of
Occupy Little Rock. ©

For a more extended version of this article,
see Wright's website at www.ssc.wisc.
edu/~wright/ASA-president-2012.htm.
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A Sociologist’s View of the “Occupy” Camps:
Movements in a Shifting Media Landscape

Sarah Sobieraj, Tufts University

look at U.S. news reveals that

there were over 30,000 news
stories about the Occupy movement
during the first two months of the
protests.'

My recent research on activists
and the mainstream news media
highlightes a media with far less
vigorous interest in activism than
the glut of Occupy coverage sug-
gests. I have watched activists make
Herculean efforts to obtain coverage
of their issues and perspectives
during presidential campaigns,
with little success. Of the 50 groups
I studied, only two received what
might be called “meaningful cover-
age,” and the bar for “meaningful”
was extremely low.?

The coverage that did appear was
usually very brief, with most groups
appearing in fleeting, partial-line
references, often without men-
tion of the issues that motivated
their actions. These stories offer
snapshots of activists in collage-
like local color accounts. Some of
these stories appear to be earnest
attempts to represent the diversity
of participants, although most
highlight—and often belittle—the
most bizarre participants on the
scene. In both cases, the journalists
regularly interpret (or at least nar-
rate) this diversity as a cacophony
of disparate interests, rather than a
set of issues with a common thread.
When activist groups receive more
extended attention it is usually in
stories about struggles over obtain-
ing permits or they are framed as
a threat to public safety or order.
These accounts give more extended
attention to the activists, but linger
on logistics: the number of activists
present, what they were wearing, the
level of violence, and whether there
were arrests. Often even lengthier
pieces omit the issues that prompted
the disruption.

An Avalanche of Coverage

For the Occupy movement, with
tens of thousands of stories, it seems
the broader curriculum of news
must offer a different story. Yet,
beyond this avalanche of cover-
age, much of Occupy’s media tale
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is familiar. Indeed, early coverage
was predictably scant, attended to
primarily by left-leaning talking
heads on cable news. There was

so little mainstream coverage, the
NPR ombudsman issued a public
statement on September 26—a
week and a half after the encamp-
ments began—explaining why they
had not covered the protests. That
statement quotes the executive news
editor: “The recent protest on Wall
Street did not involve large numbers
of people, prominent people, a great
disruption, or an especially clear
objective” Not newsworthy.

The first several stories about
Occupy Wall Street to appear in the
New York Times were published on
the City Room Blog, rather than in
the paper itself. The first conven-
tional article the paper published
proftered a predictable frame,
introducing the movement to Times
readers as, “a diffuse and leader-
less convocation of activists against
greed, corporate influence, gross
social inequality and other nasty
byproducts of wayward capitalism
not easily extinguishable by street
theater” The story points to several
eccentric activists, but gives special
attention to a topless “blonde with a
marked likeness to Joni Mitchell and
a seemingly even stronger wish to
burrow through the space-time con-
tinuum and hunker down in 19687
The story continues wryly: “Tourists
stopped to take pictures; cops
smiled, and the insidiously favorable
tax treatment of private equity and
hedge-fund managers was look-
ing as though it would endure” At
other moments the journalist refers
to the “intellectual vacuum” at the
protests and offers various remarks
that suggest the activists are inept,
immature, and hypocritical (for
using Apple computers).

By the end of the second week the
quantity of stories began to increase.
Even as the number of Occupy par-
ticipants and encampments spread
exponentially and amateur video
surfaced revealing excessive use of
force on the part of law enforce-
ment, the trial of Michael Jackson’s
doctor still received more than three
times the coverage.’

If there is one thing
the more recent land-
slide of media attention
reveals, it is the resilience
of the templates used
by journalists reporting
on activism. Even with
heavy daily coverage—
something most
movements only dream
of—the political sub-
stance remains thin. An
impressionistic explora-
tion reveals most stories
describe skirmishes
between activists and
police, struggles over per-
mitting and public space,
or portraits of spectacle.
The “no clear message”
story proves particularly
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durable. Space has been
allocated for stories about
hand gestures used dur-
ing meetings, celebrities
that stop by the encampments, and
for stories about movement strategy
(Can they survive without leaders?),
yet minimal attention has been
devoted to exploring the economic
inequality driving the movement.

A New Orientation to the
Media

These critiques are familiar to
the point of cliché. Yet, Occupy’s
relationship with the media has
some unique attributes. First, the
fact that there is regular coverage is
not something to be taken lightly.
News organizations across the
country have recast the movement
as newsworthy, a battle that is not
easily won, even when numbers are
large and conflict is high.* The other
noteworthy shift is that the Occupy
movement is not media-centric in
the traditional sense. The groups I
studied invested so much energy
into attempting to attract journalists
that their media preparation and
strategy often took over, interfering
with political activities, recruitment,
interaction with bystanders, and
intra-organizational communica-
tion. The Occupy movement has not
fallen into this trap. The movement
is doing (mainstream) media work,
but signs suggest that this work is

The cover of the Occupy Wall Street Journal newspaper
Photo by Jennifer C. Lena

not consumptive. This is visible

in the public nature of the general
assembly meetings (and the less
oppressive impression management
such meetings signal), the pres-
ence of working groups focused on
unmediated communication (e.g.,
on topics such as “education” and
“outreach”), and the importance
placed on communication among
encampments. What’s more, the
movement is creating original news
media through newspapers such

as the Occupied Wall Street Journal
and the Boston Occupier as well as
curating original news collections
with Storify.

Occupy is also using social
media more fully than other recent
mobilizations. Rather than treating
new social media as unidirectional
spaces to post fliers, the movement
is capitalizing on the interactive
capacities offered by web 2.0. A tre-
mendous amount of organizational
work is transpiring on movement
wikis, the livestream page allows
viewers to see what is happen-
ing and to discuss it via the chat
tool, and there are twitter streams,
YouTube channels, and Facebook
pages too numerous to count. From
the “We are the 99 percent” tumblr
(wearethe99percent.tumblr.com)

Continued on page 10
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The Courage to Publicize One’s Convictions

Alan Sica’s Editor’s Remarks in Contemporary Sociology, November 2010

ver the last few months

Contemporary Sociology has
received a disturbing set of unre-
lated e-mails from scholars who
promised to review a book for CS.
These unwelcome messages convey
the following information: “I, the
reviewer, have read the book that
was sent to me some months ago and
have concluded, after much agoniz-
ing, that I do not

patch right now and I don’t want to
worsen the situation, (1c) I have very
good reasons which are so sensitive
that I cannot reveal them. Less mys-
terious are these reasons: (2) when I
began the book, I had great hope for
it based on its author(s) and subject
matter, but discovered that it fell short
of my expectations, and so I cannot
work up the energy to write about

it. There is also:

wish to write the A S A F O r u m (3) this book is so

review I prom-

ised to write,” or, . .
«

worse, “I have

written a review

tedious and unin-
spired that I cannot
think of any way to

for public discussion and debate write about it that

but will not send
it because the tone
or substance of the review displeases
me” When only one of these showed
up, it was not cause for alarm, but
now that a handful have been sent,
suggesting that more might be on
the way as part, I thought it was wise
to preempt such future missives by
addressing the problem immediately.
Scholars always give reasons
for their actions, even if spurious,
improbable, inaccurate, or inscru-
table. It is not enough simply to say,
“I do not want to review the book
because I am not so inclined” The
reasons I have been given are (1)
the book is not very good in some
ways, and even though it is sound in
others, I would prefer not to review
it negatively, since (1a) I know that
the department in which the author
works is undergoing external review,
and do not want to abet those who
wish it ill, (1b) I have learned that
the author is going through a rough

would interest the
CS audience. I have
tried several gambits, none of which
seem to work. Or, more dramatically,
(4) this book treats a tragic condition
of life which I, too, experienced once,
and the book brought back to me too
forcefully my sad situation, so I find
that I am existentially incapable of
assessing the book objectively.

For the sake of politeness and col-
legial goodwill, let us assume that all
of these reasons/excuses/rationaliza-
tions for not turning in a review are
absolutely true, and that the would-be
reviewers told me exactly what they
honestly thought regarding the books
in question. (Oftentimes the expiatory
e-mail is very nearly as long as the
assigned review would have been. And
that my response has several times
been simply this: “Add a few para-
graphs and send your e-mail as the
review, please,” a plea that occasionally
works, but not often enough.) Aside
from the Old School issues revolving

around apothegms like “a promise is
a promise,” “duty above all else,” and
so on, there is a far more practical
issue. The specifics are these: Let us
say a book arrives in the CS office in
January; it will immediately be pro-
cessed and stored, and within one or
two months, the Editorial Board will
be asked for reviewer nominations.
After two or three more months under
the best circumstances, reviewers will
begin to be asked. Another month or
two might elapse before a reviewer
is found who agrees to evaluate the
book. So by now it is May or June. The
book is sent out immediately upon
receipt of the reviewer’s promise to
review, and the reviewer is normally
given two months to send us useable
material. It is now July or August.
Typically reviewers do not abide by
the two-month deadline and sit on
the book for a while longer, until they
tire of hearing from us, repeatedly. It
is possible to not see a review until
September or later. So the book has
been in our “care” for up to 10 months.
If a reviewer balks at the very end,
we must start over practically from
the beginning, especially if we have
exhausted the finite list of potential
reviewers nominated by our Editorial
Board. Since timeliness matters,
this situation hurts the author and
publisher of the book under review,
the internal workings and schedules
of the CS staff, and probably the
ozone layer. But there is, of course,
a larger question about this inability
to deliver the goods that transcends
mere schedule-busting. Most of the
hesitation seems to originate in a
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dread of angering or displeasing
someone whom, in most cases, is
personally unknown to the reviewer.
CS would never allow a gratu-
itously mean-spirited review to
appear in its pages. But is it not a
platitude in the Academy that lively,
constructive, polite debate is the
foundation of intellectual advance?
Or, is that too much a premodern
notion in a postmodern world, a
print-era practice that our screen-
driven existence has expunged? One
could also talk about generational
shifts, of course. So perhaps there
is abroad a new set of interactional
rules, which prohibits straightfor-
ward disagreement or challenges to
a stated scholarly position. Taken to
its extreme, this would mean that
journals like CS will cease to exist
(until, inevitably, they are revived)
since reviewing means by defini-
tion taking a position, explaining
it, approving or disapproving of the
book under review, and not being
afraid to say whatever requires say-
ing under one’s own name—not in
anonymous reviews of the kind that
used to appear in literary magazines.
If it is, as [ have argued in a previous
editorial, a duty for scholars to carry
out reviewing as part of their profes-
sional persona, then it follows that
submitting a review one has agreed to
write is equally duty-bound. Short of
debilitating illness, personal tragedy,
or war, sending in the review one
has promised to write, even if late (a
common and forgivable occurrence),
makes scholarly discourse at the
highest levels possible. ©

Occupy Wall Street

from Page 9

to the chat-based classroom on the
main OWS webpage (occupywallst.
org/), the movement is using social
media as tools of communication
and interaction spaces to broadcast.
In other words, the movement may
be media-centric, but it has trans-
formed media-centrism, by casting
a broader media net with efforts
not limited by the fickle affections
or well-worn frames of mainstream
news organizations. This is not to
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say that conventional news coverage
is unimportant to the movement,
on the contrary, it is vital. But the
movement has not made the error
of making media attention the goal
rather than one of many tactics in
the service of a goal.

One thing that became clear in my
previous work with journalists is that
they want activists to be “authentic,” to
live up to their expectations of what it
means to be an activist. Telegraphing
authenticity with markers such as
passion, spontaneity, and sincerity is
exceedingly difficult for groups who

have rehearsed sound bites, coiffed
designated spokespeople, and planned
press events designed to capture atten-
tion. The freedom from mainstream
media dependence, which is so
apparent in the choices made by the
Occupy movement, ultimately creates
an irony: the decreased emphasis on
attracting mainstream media atten-
tion may very well help them to keep

it. ©
Endnotes

1 I generated this number with
NewsLibrary.com, which tracks over 4000
news sources in the US. It includes articles

appearing from September 17, 2011
through November 17, 2011 that include
the word occupy and protest*.

2 Sobieraj, Sarah. 2011. Soundbitten: The
Perils of Media-Centered Political Activism.
New York: NYU Press.

3 In the period between 9/23/11 and
9/30/11, the trial appeared in 1236 domes-
tic news stories, while the Occupy protests
appeared in 380 stories as per searches on
NewsLibrary.

4 The limited coverage of the global justice
movement in 1999 and 2000 is illustrative.
In the two months following the Seattle
protests, the movement received less than
10% the coverage received by the Occupy

movement.
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Vantage Point
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elimination of annual IRB reviews
for many low-risk projects after
initial approval, and even for higher
risk projects after data collection
is complete; simplification and
clarification of informed consent
regulations and requirements; and
elimination of the requirement that
multi-site research projects obtain
IRB approval at each site. But as the
old saying goes, “the devil is in the
detail” and there is, as yet, no detail.
The social science White Paper
suggests several directions for
greater consideration by HHS of
actual practices and proposals
for regulatory change, which the
social science community and its

Call for Papers
Meetings

2nd Biennial Kwame Nkrumah Inter-
national Conference (KNIC2), Sep-
tember 21-24, 2012, Kwame Nkrumah
University of Science and Technology,
Kumasi, Ghana. Theme: “Africa’s Many
Divides and Africa’s Future!” Keenly
aware of Africa’s many artificial divides,
Nkrumah was determined to lead a
revolution that would bridge those
divides. Abstracts of approximately 250
words for papers of 20-minute duration
and suggestions of panels consisting of
three panelists each are welcome and
should be e-mailed, with a short bio,
contact address, and one to three key-
words related to the area of research

to Charles Quist-Adade. Deadline:
December 15, 2011. Contact: Charles
Quist-Adade, Department of Sociology,
Kwantlen Polytechnic University, British
Columbia, Canada; (604) 599-3075;
charles.quist-adade@kwantlen.ca;
<www.kwantlen.ca/knic/>.

Global Awareness Society Interna-
tional’s (GASI) 21st International
Interdisciplinary Conference, May
24-27,2012, New York, NY, Hilton Times
Square Hotel. Theme: “Global City,
Global Cultures, Global Awareness.”
Papers from all disciplines are invited
for presentation. The central focus

of the conference will address how
globalization impacts various peoples
and geographic regions of the world.
Contributed papers are normally
presented with a 15-minute time limit
in a session with 3-5 other papersin a
related thread. Sessions are allotted a
75-minute period. Deadline: March 30,
2012. Contact: George Agbango, GASI's
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federal partners have developed
since the Common Rule went into
effect. Much of this appears to
have been ignored by the framers
of the AMPRM. Rectifying this
omission, as the White Paper
suggests, requires a continuing,
focussed dialogue among the rel-
evant stakeholders. We hope that
will happen.

If and when HHS proposes actual
regulatory changes in the Common
Rule, federal law requires a Notice
of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM),
followed by a period of public
comment, before any new regula-
tions can be enacted. That would
be a long process even without
HHS responding positively to the
recommendations of the White
Paper for more empirical exami-

American Sociological Association AOA

nation of some issues and greater
dialogue about options. As author
Zachary Schrag put it, when the
current human subjects regulations
were developed in 1979, “the social
sciences were the Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern of human subjects
regulation. Peripheral to the main
action, they stumbled onstage and
off, neglected or despised by the
main characters, and destined for a
bad end” (2010). We can’t afford to
repeat that scene.

ASA will continue to work
closely with our colleagues in
other social and behavioral science
associations and with HHS and
keep the membership informed.
Such collaboration, we hope, will
assure that this time our voices are
center stage. S)

announcements

President, at gagbango@bloomu.edu
or Jay Nathan, Program Chair, at na-
thanj@stjohns.edu. For more informa-
tion, visit <orgs.bloomu.edu/gasi>.

The Henry Kaufman Conference on
Religious Traditions and Business
Behavior, Spring 2013, College Park,
MD. This conference explores two
central questions in the relationship
between the world’s major religious
traditions and the business behavior
of adherents to those traditions. First,
what do the world’s major organized
religious traditions proscribe about
business and financial ethics and
behavior? Second, how and why have
business and financial actors seriously
compromised the leading religious
traditions of their cultures? Authors
are invited to submit papers related
to these questions. Deadline: Febru-
ary 1, 2012. Contact: Michelle Lui,
(301) 405-0400; mlui@rhsmith.umd.
edu or David Sicilia, (301) 405-7778;
dsicilia@umd.edu; <www.rhsmith.
umd.edu/cfp/news/Fall11KaufmanFo-
rum.aspx>.

The Mutual Challenges of the Neu-
rosciences and Public Health, April
25-27,2012, London. For the past five
years, the European Neuroscience and
Society Network (ENSN) has been the
leading international network for the
social, legal and ethical study of new
advances in the neurosciences. Funded
by the European Science Founda-

tion from 2007-2012, the network

has sponsored dozens of workshops,
conferences, and neuroschools, bring-
ing together prominent and early
career scholars to discuss how new
discoveries in the neurosciences are
reshaping ideas of justice, governance,

mental health, and self and society.
In April 2012, the ENSN will convene
in London for a final international
conference on the mutual challenges

of the neurosciences and public health.
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Sally T. Hillsman is
the Executive Officer
of ASA. She can be
reached by email at
executive.office@
asanet.org.

The organizing committee invites
participants to submit original paper
contributions for presentation at the
meeting. Junior and senior researchers
are encouraged to address all aspects

Interested in Having a Major ASA Award
Winner Speak at Your Conference?

Apply for the Sorokin Lecture Series

The Sorokin Lecture has been a
longstanding opportunity for a
distinguished ASA member to
deliver a lecture at a regional
sociological society meeting.
Since 1967, a winner of one of
ASA's distinguished awards has
traveled to a regional associa-
tion to speak. A restricted fund,
named for past ASA President
Pitirim Sorokin, underwrites the
costs for the visiting lecturer.

Applications Process

Any of the winners of major
ASA awards in the past two
calendar years may be available
to deliver a lecture at a state,
regional, or aligned sociologi-
cal association meeting or on
a campus. ASA would cover
the costs of travel and up to
two days of hotel costs. The
host would cover registration
and meals. Contingent upon

available funding, the ASA can
support up to four such lecture
trips each calendar year.

To apply, send a letter of inquiry
with specific information about
the event and the audience as
well as the lecturer preferred.
Executive officers, or presidents
of associations, or faculty (with
chair’s support) in departments,
may apply to host a lecturer.
Submit these materials and any
questions to:

Governance,

American Sociological
Association,

1430 K St. NW #600,
Washington, DC 20005;
governance@asanet.org.

Requests should arrive by Feb-
ruary 1, 2012, for 2012 events.
Plan early. Preference will be
given to groups who have not
previously hosted a lecturer.
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of the relations between neuroscience
and public health, and to approach
these from a variety of approaches.
Deadline: December 16, 2011. Contact:
ensn@lse.ac.uk.

Meetings

January 8-10, 2012. 2012 Applied
Demography Conference, Crowne Plaza
Hotel Riverwalk, San Antonio, TX. Con-
tact: Patricia Bramwell, (210) 458-6530;
idser@utsa.edu. For more information,
visit <idser.utsa.edu/ADC/2012>.

February 23-26, 2012. Eastern Socio-
logical Society 2012 Annual Meeting,
Millennium Broadway Hotel, New York,
NY. Theme: “Storied Lives: Culture,
Structure, and Narrative.” For more
information, visit <essnet.org>.

March 29-April 1, 2012. Midwest So-
ciological Society (MSS) Annual Meeting,
Minneapolis, MN. Theme: “Sociological
Understandings of the Global Trans-
formation.” Contact: Linda Lindsey and
Priya Dua at mss2012@maryville.edu;
<www.theMSS.org>.

April 25-27, 2012. The Mutual Chal-
lenges of the Neurosciences and Public
Health, London. Contact: ensn@lse.
ac.uk.

May 15-16, 2012. Income, Inequal-
ity, and Educational Success: New
Evidence about Socioeconomic Status
and Educational Outcomes, Stanford
University. For more information, visit
<cepa.stanford.edu/conference2012>.

May 21-22, 2012. Living Together

‘in’ Diversity. National Societies in

the Multicultural Age, Central Euro-
pean University, Budapest. Contact:
Marco Antonsich, Central European
University, +36-1-327-3017; fax +36-
1-327-3243; AntonsichM@ceu.hu; or
Tatiana Matejskova, Central European
University, +36-1-327-3000/2327; fax
+36-1-328-3501; MatejskovaT@ceu.hu.

May 24-27, 2012. Global Awareness
Society International’s 21st International
Interdisciplinary Conference, New York,
NY, Hilton Times Square Hotel. Theme:
“Global City, Global Cultures, Global
Awareness.” Contact: George Agbango,
GASI's President, gagbango@bloomu.
edu or Jay Nathan, Program Chair, at
nathanj@stjohns.edu. For more infor-
mation, visit <orgs.bloomu.edu/gasi>.

May 30-June 1, 2012. Justice Studies
Association (JSA) 14th Annual Confer-
ence, Loyola University Chicago-Lake
Shore Campus. Theme: “Justice and
Work.” Contact: Dan Okada at dokada@
csus.edu.

August 1-4, 2012. [SA Thematic Group
on Institutional Ethnography, Buenos
Aires, Argentina. For more information,
visit <www.isa-sociology.org/tg06.
htm>.

August 1-4, 2012. RC 37 Sociology

of Migration Session N, Buenos Aires,
Argentina. Theme: “Migrating Out of
the Home and Into the Gendered and
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Racialized Globalized Market of House-
hold Labor!” For more information,

visit <www.isa-sociology.org/buenos-
aires-2012/rc/rc.php?n=RC31>.

September 21-24, 2012. 2nd Biennial
Kwame Nkrumabh International Confer-
ence (KNIC2), Kwame Nkrumah Univer-
sity of Science and Technology, Kumasi,
Ghana. Theme: “Africa’s Many Divides
and Africa’s Future!” Contact: Charles
Quist-Adade, Department of Sociology,
Kwantlen Polytechnic University, British
Columbia, Canada; (604) 599-3075;
charles.quist-adade@kwantlen.ca;
<www.kwantlen.ca/knic/>.

October 19-20, 2012. Minorities in
Islam/Muslims as Minorities, Wake
Forest University, Winston-Salem, NC.
For more information, visit <www.wfu.
edu/politics/MESAminor>.

April 11-14, 2013. 2013 Organization
of American Historians (OAH) Annual
Meeting, San Francisco, CA. Theme:“En-
tangled Histories: Connections, Cross-
ings, and Constraints in U.S. History.”
For more information, visit <meetings.
oah.org>.

Spring 2013. The Henry Kaufman
Conference on Religious Traditions and
Business Behavior, College Park, MD.
Contact: Michelle Lui, (301) 405-0400;
mlui@rhsmith.umd.edu or David Sicilia,
(301) 405-7778; dsicilia@umd.edu;
<www.rhsmith.umd.edu/cfp/news/
Fall11KaufmanForum.aspx>.

Funding

Cyberlearning: Transforming Educa-
tion program. The National Science
Foundation (NSF) seeks to integrate ad-
vances in technology with advances in
what is known about how people learn
in order to better understand how peo-
ple learn with technology. Cyberlearn-
ing will explore how technology can

be used productively to help people
learn, through individual use and/or
through collaborations mediated by
technology; better use technology

for collecting, analyzing, sharing, and
managing data to shed light on learn-
ing, promoting learning, and designing
learning environments; and design
new technologies for these purposes,
and advance understanding of how to
use these technologies and integrate
them into learning environments so
that their potential is fulfilled. It is
expected that Cyberlearning research
will shed light on how technology

can enable new forms of educational
practice and that broad implementa-
tion of its findings will result in a more
actively-engaged and productive
citizenry and workforce. Cyberlearning
awards will be made in three research
categories, each focusing on a different
stage of research and development: Ex-
ploratory, Design and Implementation,
and Integration and Deployment. The
Cyberlearning program will also sup-
port small Capacity-Building Projects
and a Cyberlearning Resource Center.

For more information, visit <www.nsf.
gov/pubs/2011/nsf11587/nsf11587.
htm>.

The Ford Foundation announces a
request for proposals as part of its Sex-
uality Research Initiative entitled “Sexu-
ality, Health and Rights Among Youth
in the United States: Transforming
Public Policy and Public Understanding
Through Social Science Research!"The
initiative includes support for innova-
tive studies combining rigorous social
science research, graduate student
training, and strategic communications
to inform public policy and/or public
understanding. We will be hosting two
informational webinars to clarify the
goals and parameters initiative, but will
not be addressing any specific research
proposals. If you would like an invita-
tion to the informational webinars,
provide your contact information via
the following link: <www.surveymon-
key.com/s/RJ77NJD>. The webinar
invitation will contain further details
concerning dates, times, and registra-
tion process. Deadline: January 6, 2012.
Contact: RFPinfo@fordfoundation.

org. For more information, visit <www.
fordfoundation.org>.

Oregon State University’s Center

for Healthy Aging Research has

been awarded the first Interdisciplin-
ary Graduate Education and Research
Training (IGERT) grant with interdis-
ciplinary training in aging sciences

as the thematic focus. This program

is designed to address key themes

in the field of aging research: 1)
understanding mechanisms of aging
from molecular to societal levels and 2)
engineering social and built environ-
ments to optimize aging. Students will
participate in research training in two
out of four research cores established
in the Oregon State University Center
for Healthy Aging Research: Diet and
Genetic Factors; Musculoskeletal
Factors; Psychosocial Factors; and
Gerontechnology. Students receive
primary training in one of the research
cores and participate in a research
apprenticeship in a supplemental core.
Problem-based learning is an integral
part of our IGERT program. Applicants
enroll in a doctoral program at the
Oregon State University. Students must
be U.S. citizens or permanent residents.
All'IGERT students will receive NSF
stipends of $30,000 per year along with
tuition support, health insurance, and
funds for research and travel. Contact:
Anne Hatley, Program Coordinator, at
Anne.Hatley@oregonstate.edu. For
more information, visit <www.hhs.
oregonstate.edu/igert/>.

Fellowships

The Climate Change and African
Political Stability (CCAPS) program
will offer up to three pre-doctoral fel-
lowships for the 2012-2013 academic
year. The CCAPS fellowship program
aims to stimulate the development of

/gotnotes.asanet.org

the next generation of researchers and
thought leaders on the topic of climate
change and political stability in Africa.
Fellowships are available to advanced
PhD students, with preference given
to those who have made substantial
progress toward the completion of
their dissertation. CCAPS will consider
applicants working on a broad range
of topics related to climate change,
political stability, and security in Africa.
Contact: Dominique Thuot, (512)
471-7307. For more information, visit
<ccaps.strausscenter.org/fellowship>.

Jack Kent Cooke Foundation’s Dis-
sertation Fellowship. The Jack Kent
Cooke Foundation assists high-achiev-
ing, low-income students, from middle
school to graduate school, in reaching
their full potential through educa-
tion. We have created the dissertation
fellowships for doctoral candidates
who are researching the population of
students we serve in order to advance
our understanding of the factors

and contexts that help low-income
students to overcome personal adver-
sity and challenging socioeconomic
circumstances to excel academically.
Applicants must be candidates for a
doctoral degree at a graduate school
in the United States but need not be
U.S. citizens. Applicants’ graduate study
may be in a diverse range of academic
disciplines, but their topic must be
tied to the educational experiences of
low-income, high-achieving students.
Deadline: February 3, 2012. For more
information, visit <www.jkcf.org/
scholarships/graduate-scholarships/
jack-kent-cooke-dissertation-fellow-
ship-award/>.

The National Institute for Direct
Instruction (NIFDI) is proud to an-
nounce the 2011-12 Research Fellow-
ship program. Annual fellowships are
available to support research on direct
instruction and promote the develop-
ment of emerging scholars in the field
of education. Master’s, doctoral, and
post-doctoral students are welcome

to apply. Applications are accepted on
an ongoing basis. NIFDI is a non-profit
organization dedicated to providing
superior training and support for direct
instruction implementations. Contact:
(877) 485-1973; research@nifdi.org. For
more information, visit <www.nifdi.
org>.

Rutgers University’s School of
Management and Labor Relations
offers fellowships for the 2012-2013
academic year to study employee stock
ownership, profit sharing, broad-
based stock options, and broadened
ownership of capital and economic
democracy in the corporation/society.
There are 10-15 $25,000 and $12,500
fellowships available to doctoral candi-
dates, recent PhD graduates, and pre-
and post-tenure scholars in the social
sciences. Fellows may be in residence
at their own university or visit Rutgers.
Deadline: January 31, 2012. Contact:
Joseph Blasi at blasi@smlr.rutgers.
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edu. For more information, visit <smlr.
rutgers.edu/research-and-centers/
fellowship-programs>.

Society for Research in Child Devel-
opment (SRCD) Fellowships in Public
Policy. Policy fellowships with the
Society for Research in Child Develop-
ment will be available for 2012-2013.
We are seeking applicants at all career
stages from all disciplines related

to child development. SRCD Policy
Fellows, in both Congressional and
Executive Branch placements, work

as resident scholars at the interface of
science and policy. The goals of these
fellowships are: 1) to contribute to the
effective use of scientific knowledge in
developing public policy, 2) to educate
the scientific community about the
formation of public policy, and 3)

to establish a more effective liaison
between developmental scientists and
the federal policymaking mechanisms.
SRCD Fellows participate with other
scientific societies in the fellowship
programs of the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science
(AAAS). Deadline: December 15, 2011.
For more information, visit <www.srcd.
org/index.php?option=com_content&t
ask=view&id=182&Itemid=301>.

In the News

Bonnie Berry, Social Problems Re-
search Group, and Katherine Jones,
University of Massachusetts-Amherst,
were quoted in a November 7 article in
the University of Notre Dame’s Blue and
Gold lllustrated about body art among
sport figures. The article also mentions
Miliann Kang, University of Massachu-
setts-Amherst.

Joel Best, University of Delaware,

was quoted in an October 29 Miller-
McCune article about his research on
Halloween sadism. He was also quoted
in a October 31 USA Today article and
in October 31 post on the Wall Street
Journal’s “Ideas Market” blog about his
research.

Matthew Brashears, Cornell Uni-
versity, was quoted in a November 8
ABCNews.com article, “More Facebook
Friends, Fewer Real Ones, Says Cornell
Study.”

Erin Cech, Stanford University, was
quoted in an October 25 LiveScience.
com article about her American Socio-
logical Review study, which found that
women aren’t becoming engineers
because of confidence issues. The
study, which Cech coauthored with
Brian Rubineau, Cornell University,
Susan Silbey, Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, and Carroll Seron,
University of California-Irvine, was the
subject of articles in a number of other
media outlets including the Chronicle
of Higher Education on October 25,
Inside Higher Ed on October 26, and
California Watch on October 28.

G. Reginald Daniel, University of
California-Santa Barbara, Roderick
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Harrison, Howard University, and John
Logan, Brown University, were quoted
in an October 29 Washington Post ar-
ticle, “Census: The New U.S. Neighbor-
hood Defined by Diversity as All-White
Enclaves Vanish!”

William D’Antonio, Catholic Univer-
sity, and Michele Dillon, University of
New Hampshire, were mentioned in an
October 26 Post-Tribune article, “Survey:
Catholic Identity Changing.”Their
research results were the cover article
in the October 24 Catholics in America.
D’antonio wrote the article.

Peter Dreier, Occidental College,
wrote a July 20 op-ed in the Los Angeles
Times about the exclusion of Marvin
Miller, the first executive director of the
baseball players union, from the Base-
ball Hall of Fame. He also wrote articles
on various topics including the Occupy
movement for The Huffington Post on
August 9, September 6, September 20,
September 28, October 3, and October
7, and for The Nation on October 24.
Additionally, Dreier was quoted in

an October 3 Washington Post article
about the Occupy movement, in an
October 10 New York Times article
about the controversy surrounding a
proposed “living wage” law in New York
City, and in a variety of other media
outlets.

Riley Dunlap, Oklahoma State Uni-
versity, was interviewed on October
10 on NPR's “Marketplace” about how
Americans are thinking about environ-
mental issues in the current economic
situation.

Amitai Etzioni, George Washington
University, wrote a November 4 col-
umn on CNN.com about medical care
for the elderly and a November 7 col-
umn on CNN.com about whether GPS
should be fair game in police probes.

Robert Faris, University of California-
Irvine, was mentioned in an October 14
post on the New York Times’“Mother-
lode” blog about his recent bullying
research in conjunction with CNN's
Anderson Cooper 360.

Cynthia Feliciano, University of
California-Irvine, Dan Lichter, Cornell
University, Michael Rosenfeld, Stan-
ford University, Reuben Thomas, The
City College of New York, and Ruth
Zambrana, University of Maryland,
were quoted in a November 7 USA
Today article about how interracial
marriages are becoming more com-
mon and more accepted. The article
also appeared in the Tucson Citizen on
November 7.

Heather Gautney, Fordham Univer-
sity, wrote an October 10 op-ed in the
Washington Post,“What is Occupy Wall
Street? The History of Leaderless Move-
ments.” She has also been interviewed
for stories in a number of other media
outlets about the Occupy movement
including the Christian Science Monitor,
the Christian Post, and the International
Business Times on October 4, NBC New

York Nonstop and ABC World News
with Diane Sawyer on October 6, the
Associated Press on October 8, and
CNN on October 9.

Barry Glassner, Lewis & Clark College,
was quoted in a November 2 Chicago
Tribune article about overeating and
portion control. The article also
appeared in the Baltimore Sun on
November 2.

Scott A. Golder, Cornell University,
was quoted and Michael W. Macy,
Cornell University, was mentioned in

a September 30 New York Times article
about their study on the daily mood
rhythms in the average person based
on an analysis of Twitter posts. A num-
ber of other media outlets mentioned
the study, including ABC News, NBC
News, MSNBC Midday News, Al Jazeera
English, NPR’s “All Things Considered,”
BBC Radio, CBS News Radio, CBC Radio,
USA Today, the Los Angeles Times, the
Washington Post, the Boston Globe,
CNN.com, the Wall Street Journal, the
Associated Press, WebMD, and the
Huffington Post.

Michael Hechter, Arizona State
University, was quoted in an October 2
Boston Globe article on nation building.

Derek Kreager, Pennsylvania State
University, and Dana L. Haynie, Ohio
State University, were mentioned in a
September 30 Los Angeles Times article
about their study, which found that
adolescents are particularly susceptible
to the drinking habits of their romantic
partner’s friends. A number of other
media outlets mentioned the study,
including CNN.com and Yahoo!News
on September 28, Time.com on
September 29, the Baltimore Sun, the
Chicago Tribune, the Orlando Sentinel,
and Science News on September 30.

Karyn Lacy, University of Michigan,
Bart Landry, University of Maryland,
and John Logan, Brown University,
were quoted in an October 30 Wash-
ington Post article, “Prince George's
County: Growing, and Growing More
Segregated, Census Shows.”

John Logan, Brown University, was
featured in an October 31 Washington
Post live Q&A forum about the decline
of all-white neighborhoods as seen in
the most recent census report.

Michael Messner, University of
Southern California, was the subject
of an October 31 Huffington Post Q&A
interview related to his new book, King
of the Wild Suburb: A Memoir Of Fathers,
Sons and Guns.

H. Wesley Perkins and David Craig,
both of Hobart and William Smith, and
Jessica Perkins, Harvard University,
had their research highlighted in an
October 28 Huffington Post column,
“Exaggerating Bullying Could Increase
Bullying,” which describes their study
of how bullying, though a signifi-

cant problem, is often erroneously
perceived as the norm among peers in

middle schools, and how an interven-
tion to reduce these misperceptions
produced the intended reduction in
actual bullying.

Francesca Polletta, University of
California-Irvine, was quoted in a
November 7 NPR.org article, “Occu-
pied’ Cities Becoming a Big Problem
For Mayors.”

Brian Powell, Indiana University, was
quoted in a November 2 MSNBC.com
article, “Most Modern Wives Still Take
Husband's Name.”

Harriet Presser, University of Mary-
land, was quoted in an October 11
Miami Herald article, “Shift Workers
Face a Host of Challenges””

Chris Rhomberg, Fordham University,
was quoted in an October 22 E-Com-
merce Times article about a joint dem-
onstration in New York City by Occupy
Wall Street protestors with unionized
workers at Verizon. He was also quoted
in a November 2 Bay Citizen article and
a November 3 Christian Science Monitor
article on the November 2 strike by
Occupy Oakland.

Mary Romero, Arizona State Univer-
sity, was interviewed in or quoted in

a number of media outlets about her
new book, The Maid'’s Daughter, Living
Inside and Outside the American Dream.
They include the Detroit Free Press on
August 8, the Pat Morrison Show, KPCC,
California Public Radio on August 18,
Think, KERA, Dallas on September 1,
The Brian Lehrer Show on Septem-

ber 22, and the Los Angeles Times on
November 4.

Ross M. Stolzenberg, University of
Chicago, was mentioned in a Novem-
ber 7 post, “Retirement Kills, at Least for
Supreme Court Justices,” on the Wall
Street Journal’s “Ideas Market” blog.

William Julius Wilson, Harvard Univer-
sity, was mentioned in a November 4
New York Times article, “Study Finds Big
Spike in Poorest in the U.S”

Geoffrey Wodtke, University of Michi-
gan, was quoted and David Harding,
University of Michigan, and Felix
Elwert, University of Wisconsin-Mad-
ison, were mentioned in an October
20 Miller-McCune article about their
American Sociological Review study,
which found that growing up in a poor
neighborhood significantly reduces the
chances that a child will graduate from
high school. They were also mentioned
in an October 5 post on the Atlanta
Journal Constitution’s “Get Schooled”
blog about their study.

Awards

Jessie Daniels and Martha Crum,
both of CUNY-Graduate Center,
Megha Ramaswamy, University of
Kansas-Medical Center, and Nicholas
Freudenberg, CUNY-Graduate Center,
received the Sarah Mazelis Best Paper
of the Year Award for their paper,
“Creating REAL MEN: Description of an
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Intervention to Reduce Drug Use, HIV
Risk and Rearrest among Young Men
Returning to Urban Communities from
Jail" which appeared in the journal
Health Promotion Practice.

Gerald Klonglan, lowa State Uni-
versity, received the Alumni Service
Award, a prestigious award given to
alumni by the lowa State University
Alumni Association.

Thomas F. Pettigrew, University of
California-Santa Cruz, will receive

the Society for Personality and Social
Psychology’s new Career Achievement
Award in January 2012.

Saskia Sassen, Columbia University
and London School of Economics, has
been named as the American Associa-
tion of Geographers 2012 Honorary
Geographer.

Transitions

Enid Logan was awarded tenure and
promoted to associate professor in
the Department of Sociology at the
University of Minnesota.

People

Davita Silfen Glasberg, University of
Connecticut, has been named Presi-
dent of the U.S. chapter of Sociologists
without Borders (Sociologos Sin Fron-
teras), 2011-2012.

New Books

Elijah Anderson, Yale University, The
Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility
in Everyday Life (W.W. Norton & Com-
pany, 2011).

William T. Armaline, San Jose State
University, and Davita Silfen Glasberg
and Bandana Purkayastha, both of
the University of Connecticut, Eds.,

announcements

Human Rights in Our Own Back Yard:
Injustice and Resistance in the United
States (University of Pennsylvania Press,
2011).

Maureen T. Hallinan, University of
Notre Dame, Frontiers in Sociology of
Education (Frontiers in Sociology and
Social Research) (Springer, 2011).

Enid Logan, University of Minne-

sota, At This Defining Moment: Barack
Obama’s Presidential Candidacy and the
New Politics of Race (New York Univer-
sity Press, 2011).

Mary Romero, Arizona State Univerisy,
The Maid’s Daughter, Living Inside and
Outside the American Dream (New York
University Press, 2011).

Christian Smith, Kari Christoffersen,
and Hilary Davidson, all University of
Notre Dame, and Patricia Snell Her-
zog, Rice University, Lost in Transition:
The Dark Side of Emerging Adulthood
(Oxford University Press, 2011).

Ronald Weitzer, George Washington
University, Legalizing Prostitution: From
lllicit Vice to Lawful Business (New York
Universiy Press, 2011).

Caughtin the web

The Integrated Health Interview
Series (IHIS) at <www.ihis.us>

now includes 12,000 health-related
variables for 1963-2010. The [HIS is a
consistently-coded version of nation-
ally representative data from the U.S.
National Health Interview Survey and
is available for free online. Along with
socioeconomic and demographic
variables, IHIS includes data on a wide
range of physical and mental health
conditions, health behaviors (including
alcohol and tobacco use), health care
use and access, and activity limitations
for the non-institutionalized U.S. popu-

2012 MFP Call for Applications

The ASA Minority Fellowship
Program (MFP) has existed since
1974 and has supported nearly 500
sociologists of color during this time
span. For the 2011-12 MFP Fellow-
ship award year, MFP is supported
by significant annual contributions
from Sociologists for Women in
Society, Alpha Kappa Delta, and

the Midwest Sociological Society,
along with the Association of Black
Sociologists, the Southwester Socio-
logical Association, and numerous
individual ASA members.

MFP applicants can be new or
continuing graduate students in
sociology who are enrolled in a
program that grants the Ph.D. All
MFP applicants must be members
of an under-represented racial/eth-
nic minority group in the U.S. (e.g.
Blacks/African-American, Hispanic/
Latinos, Asians or Pacific Islanders or
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American Indians/

Alaskan Natives).

Applicants much

also be U.S. citizens,

non-citizen nation-

als of the U.S. or

have been lawfully admitted to the
U.S. for permanent residence. The
application deadline is January 31;
notifications are made by April 30.
The fellowship is awarded for 12
months. Tuition and fees are ar-
ranged with the home department.

MEFP Fellows are selected each

year by the MFP Advisory Panel, a
rotating, appointed group of senior
scholars in sociology. Fellows can be
involved in any area of sociological
research. For more information, visit
the AAS website and click on “Fund-
ing” or contact the ASA Minority
Affairs Program at minority.affairs@
asanet.org.

lation (children and adults). Research-
ers can analyze these data using an
online tabulator or make a customized
data extract with years and variables
needed for their research project and
analyze the data using a statistical
package. For more information, visit
<www.ihis.us>.

Summer Programs

Crime and Justice Summer Research
Institute: Broadening Perspectives
and Participation. July 9-27,2012.The
institute is designed to help promote
the academic success of faculty from
underrepresented groups and is
sponsored by the National Science
Foundation and the Criminal Justice
Research Center at Ohio State Univer-
sity. Participants will be provided with
necessary resources for completing
research that is already ongoing and
will work with senior faculty mentors
in their areas of study. There will be
opportunities for networking with
other junior and senior scholars. Re-
search and professional development
workshops will address topics related
to publishing, professionalization, and
career planning. The institute will cul-
minate in a research symposium where
participants present their completed
research before a scholarly audience.
Expenses for travel to Ohio, living, and
local transportation will be provided.
Deadline: February 10, 2012. Contact:
Amanda Kennedy at kennedy.312@
sociology.osu.edu. For more informa-
tion, visit <cjrc.osu.edu/rdcj-n/sum-
merinstitute/index.php>.

Deaths

Howard Bernard Kaplan, Texas A&M
University, died in Houston, TX, on
October 9,2011.

Pamela L. Tremayne passed away
on October 30, 2011, at Piedmont
Hospital.

Harold L. Wilensky, Professor Emeritus
of Political Science at the University

of California-Berkeley, passed away
peacefully, at the age of 88, in his home
in Berkeley, CA, on October 30.

Obituaries

Mehrdad Mashayekhi
1953-2011

Dr. Mehrdad Mashayekhi was born
in Tehran, Iran, and then resided in
the United States from 1972 to the
present. He received a BA from Case
Western Reserve University (CWRU). As
an undergraduate at CWRU, his soccer
play was so spectacular as to earn
him an honored slot in their athletic
department’s “Spartan Hall of Fame.”’
He received an M.A. in economics and
later his PhD in sociology from Ameri-
can University.

Mehrdad first came to teach at
Georgetown University in the spring
of 1988. In many of the ensuing years

/gotnotes.asanet.org

until now he served full-time with us as
a colleague and professor at George-
town University. He taught roughly
100 courses at Georgetown over those
years, even though there were many
years where he only taught one or

two for us, and even several years

in succession when he was, instead,
teaching full-time elsewhere (St. Mary'’s
in Maryland). In all of those teaching
efforts at Georgetown alone, Mehrdad
taught sociology to well over 3,000
undergraduates, and, via “Introduction
to Sociology,” he touched 2,000 stu-
dents over a near quarter-century. His
sociology colleagues at the University
of Maryland noted that his efforts for
them probably touched a further 4,000
students or more in their institution.
Area colleagues at most of the other
DC-area universities—George Mason,
George Washington, American, and
Marymount —could surely add scores
if not hundreds more to his record of
touching the minds of area college
students.

Mashayekhi’s wide scope—a “one-
man sociology department”as one
colleague dubbed him—made him the
perfect colleague to have on campus
when courses taught often/normally
by others needed to be covered due to
leaves or sabbaticals. And there were
also courses of his own design and in-
spiration, often with close attention to
events in his native Iran. All in all it was
quite an impressive trail of accomplish-
ments, teaching 13 different courses
to sociology students over nearly a
quarter-century.

Mashayekhi’s research concerned
post-revolutionary Iran (i.e., after 1979)
and focused on specific subjects such
as the student movement, Islamic
reformism, civil society and democrati-
zation, political culture, and current po-
litical affairs. He wrote, published, and
spoke to his various publics in both
English and Farsi. He was coeditor, with
Samih K. Farsoun, of Iran: Political Cul-
ture in the Islamic Republic (Routledge,
1992). He followed that in 2007 with
a his book, Toward Democracy and a
Secular Republic in Iran: Essays in Politi-
cal Sociology. And his essay, “Culture
of Mistrust: A Sociological Analysis of
Iranian Political Culture,” appeared in
the Blackwell Companion to Contempo-
rary Islamic Thought (2006).

Yet, the truest importance and
fame of Mashayekhi almost surely
lays outside the confines of writ-
ing scholarly books and teaching
thousands of students. In his famous
essay, “Science as a Vocation,"Weber
argued that when a professor steps
outside of the classroom setting, he or
she could legitimately put aside the
robe of the objective scientist, and
take up the mantle of the committed
citizen embracing political positions.
As Weber so forcefully put it, “to come
out clearly and take a stand is one’s
damned duty.” And thus it was for
Mehrdad Mashayekhi. For thousands
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upon thousands of Iranians, his was
one of the most central voices speak-
ing to their deepest concerns, a public
intellectual in the fullest sense of the
word. In that vocation, he was a regular
contributor to Persian television and
radio programs on political and social
developments in Iran itself, as well as

in the Iranian Diaspora. They included
the Voice of America, the BBC, Deutsche
Welle, and Radio Australia. He remained
a highly visible spokesman to and for
that community right up through this
last summer, until a grave illness finally
stilled his brave voice. That largely Farsi-
speaking community remembered

him in person and in large numbers,

as roughly 300 people attended his fu-
neral, and some 500 persons attended
a later Memorial Service at Georgetown
University on October 23.

Such gifts and contributions are
almost surely irreplaceable and he will
be sorely missed by us in Georgetown'’s
Sociology Department, in our case
mainly as the deeply collegial, mild-
voiced, sweet-tempered, gentle friend
and teacher that he was.

Timothy Wickham-Crowley, Georgetown
University

Joseph B. Perry, Jr.
1930-2010

Joseph Bancroft Perry, Jr., 81, died
on May 20, 2010, in Bowling Green,
OH. Following his retirement from
Bowling Green State University after
35 years of service, he held the rank
of Professor Emeritus of Sociology.
His contributions to the discipline, his
department and university, and to his
many students throughout the years,
were remarkably varied, reflecting his
broad intellectual and administrative
interests.

Joe was born in 1930 in Dallas, TX,
where he grew up except for a short
spell in Richman, Va., his mother’s
birthplace. At 17 he joined the Naval
Reserve, and as a Seaman Recruit he
went on the Navy’s Midshipman cruise
in 1947.The London he saw was in
ruins. On the same voyage, and in great
contrast, he visited Gothenburg, Swe-
den, physically untouched by the war.
Later with the Navy he was stationed in
Japan where he visited both Hiroshima
and Nagasaki. These experiences
sparked his lifelong interest in disasters
and such related phenomena as social
movements, revolutions, and social
change, in general.

Joe earned his BS at the University of
North Texas, his MA from the University
of Texas, and his PhD from Washing-
ton State University. Professor F. Ivan
Nye was his mentor and dissertation
advisor. In 1953, in Dallas, he married
Frances Blythe Johnson. After raising
their three children—Joseph Bancroft
Perry Ill, Wynn Perry, and Paul Perry—
Frances returned to graduate school at
Bowling Green State University where
she earned a PhD in sociology and
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taught for several years at the nearby
University of Toledo. In addition to Jo-
seph (always called “Ban”), Wynn, and
Paul, Joe is survived by his two grand-
children (Paul’s children), Monica and
Jasper. Also surviving are his siblings,
Elizabeth Perry Moritzen and Franklin
Perry of Dallas and Mary Perry Dodson
of Houston.

Joe's academic career began as an
instructor in 1959 at Bowling Green
State University (BGSU). He was very
involved in the changes that occurred
during the next decade as well as
in the direction and growth of the
sociology department. He left the
University for a short time to teach at
Louisiana State University, but in 1965
he returned to BGSU to help build a
PhD program. He eventually served
as graduate advisor, Chair of the Uni-
versity’s Faculty Senate, and President
of the North Central Sociological
Association.

Joe's research interests expanded
from disasters as such to collective
behavior and social movements more
generally. As might be expected as
a student of Ivan Nye’s, Joe's earliest
publications were on family-related
topics. Yet as early as 1955 he was en-
gaged in work related to the tornado
disasters in Waco and San Angelo, TX.
Other articles in the 1960s, many with
his colleagues at BGSU, reported re-
search on civil defense, fear of nuclear
war, migrant workers, race relations,
population pressure, and student dis-
sent. These interests continued while
on a Fulbright Scholarship at Uppsala
University in Sweden, where he and
Frances, along with their children,
spent the academic year 1967-68. He
later published on aspects of interven-
tion and assimilation in Sweden.

Probably Joe Perry’s best-known work
consists of a book he authored with
his friend and colleague Meredith D.
Pugh—Collective Behavior: Response to
Social Stress (1976), which was followed
in 1983 by a revised Japanese edition
by the same name. At the time of his
death, Joe was co-authoring another
book with a collective behavior focus,
with his friends Arthur G. Neal, Norbert
Wiley, and Richard Carpenter, on the
turmoil and change during the faculty
and student protests at BGSU that led
to the resignation of the University’s
president, a forerunner of similar pro-
tests, and change throughout academe
in the 1960s.

Personally, Joe was extraordinarily
well liked by colleagues and students
alike. His hobbies were first and
foremost his love for his children and
grandchildren, in which he took great
pride. He loved to converse about
current events, usually with consider-
able disdain about the state of his
country and the world around him. His
general demeanor revealed a gracious
Southern manner and soft accent.

He was a gentle man most often and
appropriately noted for his kindness.

His passing has left a noticeable empty
place in the lives of his many friends.

H. Theodore Groat, Bowling Green State
University

Robert J. Stevenson
1946 - 2011

Robert Stevenson, a former academic
and more recently an independent
scholar who published works on devi-
ance, criminology, and military sociol-
ogy, died unexpectedly on March 17,
2011 at the age of 64 from renal failure
and pancreatic cancer.

Bob was born on June 26, 1946, in
Astoria, NY. A man of multiple inter-
ests, he entered the undergraduate
program at SUNY-Stony Brook in 1964
with the intent of gaining exposure to
a wide range of academic disciplines.
It was Ned Polsky who left the deepest
impression on Bob and awakened in
him an interest in the areas of deviance
and crime and the qualitative ap-
proach to sociology. Feeling the need
to acquire a deeper understanding
of the American experience, Bob left
Stony Brook in 1967 to “trek” across the
United States, a three-month journey
that took him to the University of Ha-
waii. Still uncertain of his career plans,
he decided to pursue two majors, a
decision that resulted in his being
awarded BA degrees in sociology and
economics. With the Vietnam War still
in progress, Bob enlisted in the U.S. Air
Force. It was during his military service
that he made the decision to pursue
a career in sociology. While stationed
in Texas near the Mexican border, Bob
undertook field work that some years
later resulted in a book on border town
prostitution. With this fieldwork experi-
ence in hand, Bob once again became
a“Brooker” by entering Stony Brook'’s
PhD program in December of 1975.

Bob's academic debts, each related
to what he called his “sociological
adventure,’ are owed to the following:
Ned Polsky impressed upon Bob the
need for the study of “active,” that is,
uncaught, deviants in their natural
settings. Gerald Suttles taught Bob
the essentials of fieldwork; and Hanon
Selvin and John Gagnon provided Bob
with friendship, encouragement, and
intellectual stimulation while working
on his doctoral dissertation. Having
gotten married while at Stony Brook,
and faced with the need to support his
family, Bob felt compelled to combine
work on his dissertation with employ-
ment at numerous telephone rooms.
Once again, Bob did not fail to take
advantage of another opportunity to
engage in field work, an opportunity
that would ultimately lead to a book
on“boiler rooms.” Bob defended his
dissertation in May of 1986 on the
topic of the handling of deviance in the
U.S. military.

With his PhD in hand, Bob’s first place
of employment was as a military soci-
ologist with the Department of Military

Psychiatry at the Walter Reed Army
Institute of Research. Following the ter-
mination of the research program with
which Bob was affiliated, he assumed
teaching positions at the University of
Maryland-College Park, George Wash-
ington University, and Davis and Elkins
College in West Virginia. Faced with
marital divorce and the uncertainties of
securing a stable academic appoint-
ment, Bob decided to forgo pursuit of
an academic position in favor of the life
of an independent scholar, a part-time
consultant, and an occasional expert
witness.

Bob's dedication to the sociologi-
cal enterprise persisted until his final
days. One measure of this dedication
is found in his numerous contribu-
tions to refereed journals as well as to
the ASA's Footnotes. It was the latter
which served as a forum for his vision
of sociology’s place in academia and
the wider context of American society.
Always eager to stay in touch with the
latest developments in sociology, he
eagerly reviewed books in his areas
of interest and conducted an avid
correspondence with scholars from
around the world. He gave selflessly of
his time and energy in helping others
refine their scholarly work. |, for one,
count myself fortunate to have been
the beneficiary of Bob's insightful sug-
gestions.

Especially remarkable is the fact,
that without a support structure of
a research university at his disposal,
Bob succeeded in publishing three
monographs of outstanding quality.
The Boiler Room and Other Telephone
Sales Scams (1998) is grounded in nine
years that Bob spent working covertly
as a participant-observer in some two
dozen telephone rooms. An outstand-
ing contribution to the sociology of
deviance, occupations, and field work,
it presents an authoritative insider’s
view of the staging, manipulation, and
concealment devices of a range of or-
ganizations of fraud. A Mexican Border
Prostitution Community During the Late
Vietham Era: La Zona (2005), a work
honored by the Adéle Mellen Prize
for its “distinguished contribution to
scholarship,’is somewhat of a novelty
in that, unlike most studies of prostitu-
tion, it devotes detailed attention to
the recreational values, dating prefer-
ences, economic constraints, and the
heterosexual subculture of the male
clientele. Bob’s most recently published
book, Organizational Reaction to Social
Deviance: The Military Case (2010), is a
detailed examination of how and when
commanders of the different branches
of the military used various sanctions
over the course of four decades. Bob's
published works typically focused on
the human condition. Always the keen
observer, he would write compassion-
ately about people who had fallen on
hard times and drifted into lifestyles of
deviance.

George Becker, Vanderbilt University
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and will be systemic in its impact. The criteria are inten-
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must be an ASA member by the time ASA grants the
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the source code 10W9688 at checkout.

ASA Online Bookstore

ASA members save up to 70% on publications and merchandise
through the ASA online bookstore at www.asanet.org. Order
the ASA Style Guide, save $5 on the hilarious Sociologist’s Book of
Cartoons, or improve your teaching with one of ASA’s renowned
sets of syllabi and instructional materials. Use your ASA ID and
password to order and be sure to visit the “On Sale” and “New
ltems” sections.

Magazine Program

Members can save up to 50% on subscriptions to thousands of
popular magazines through the ASA Magazine Program. Some
prices are well below the publisher’s lowest advertised rate! Visit
<www.buymags.com/asa> to see if your favorite magazine is listed.
Even if it isn't listed, they can usually negotiate directly with the
publisher for a rate significantly below the lowest advertised price.

For complete information on these and other ASA
member benefits, visit <www.asanet.org/benefits>.
Membership in ASA benefits you!
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