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The DRG is one of the most important outreach efforts of the ASA and I would be honored to 

serve as your consultant.  I am an associate professor of Sociology at Augsburg College and 

former chair of the Department of Sociology.  At Augsburg, I served as the chair of the 

Department of Sociology from 2008-2011 and attended two ASA Chairs Workshops in support 

of that role.   As Chair I came to more fully understand the role of assessment, the value of 

openly discussing learning objectives with your colleagues, and the importance of working 

together as a department.  After fulfilling my term as department chair, I took a leadership role 

with the Center for Teaching and Learning and currently serve as the co-director of the 

Instructional Course Design (ICD) program.  During the summer, a colleague and I train faculty 

members how to develop and assess courses based on a backwards design that begins with 

goals for student learning.  Prior to serving as the ICD co-director, I was awarded two grants 

from the College.  I used one of the ICD grants to design an upper-division course on 

homelessness and affluence that was firmly grounded in experiential learning opportunities.  

The innovative design of this course contributed to being awarded Augsburg College’s 2011 

Distinguished Contributions to Teaching and Learning Award.   

 

My activities and leadership at Augsburg College, the American Sociological Association, the 

Midwest Sociological Society (MSS), and Sociologists of Minnesota (SOM) have also provided 

me with skills I can contribute through the DRG.  On the association level, I have served as the 

chair of the MSS Committee on Teaching and Learning and currently serve as the chair of the 

Finance Committee and Treasurer Designate.  I have also presented scholarship of teaching and 

learning papers and served on numerous teaching panels in all three associations, including 

presenting in three ASA workshops.  My commitment to the advancement of our discipline 

through quality teaching can be seen through my leadership in SOM.  While holding the 

position of President-elect, I organized a conference that devoted over one-third of all sessions 

to presentations, panels, and discussions of innovative teaching and the scholarship of teaching 

and learning.  

 

The roles I have had through Augsburg College, the ASA, the MSS, and SOM, as well as having 

completed two program evaluations prior to my DRG membership, have provided me with 

experiences that will allow me to provide a thorough review of your department.  I treat 

program reviews as applied research projects, gathering data from multiple sources, then 

incorporating the evidence to offer supportive recommendations to departments.  I also see my 

role as serving as a department’s advocate when dealing with campus administrators.  I look 

forward to the opportunity to work with your department through a future review or off-

campus consultation. 
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