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Throughout my career I have had the opportunity to teach at a variety of institutions including a small 

liberal arts college (Mt. Union College), a medium-sized urban university (Old Dominion University and 

Jackson State University), a rural Research II institution (Ohio University), and Research Extensive 

Universities (University of Nebraska-Lincoln and Southern Illinois University Carbondale). Because of 

these varied experiences I have had the opportunity to learn and utilize different pedagogical teaching 

styles including those appropriate for small classes and multiple techniques for large lecture oriented 

settings and everything in between. I believe that regardless of the size and type of institution 

assessment must be an integral part of any department’s major. Specifically, assessment is an ongoing 

process and can take place as it relates to individual courses or assessing the entire major. We must be 

concerned with what our students are learning or not learning and develop strategies to improve 

learning outcomes. Often times this requires a redesign of the curriculum. I am particularly attuned to 

assisting in developing and assessing curricula that will meet the unique needs of particular 

departments. Another area that I feel particularly qualified to work with departments falls within the 

realm of the introductory course. This course is vitally important to any sociology department because, 

in many cases, this is where majors are recruited to the discipline and in other cases this is the only 

course where students can be exposed to the various aspects of society and how the various institutions 

impact their lives and their worldview. Finally since in our larger institutions graduate students teach the 

introductory course it is important that teaching assistants learn how to balance their teaching 

responsibilities with the demands associated with completing their degrees. 

I have served as a member of seven sociology departments’ evaluation teams, including Howard 

University, Austin Peay State University, Xavier University, Central Michigan University, Indiana 

University Purdue University Ft. Wayne, University of Missouri Kansas City, and St. Louis University.  

It is student learning that we must ultimately be concerned with and consequently we must devise a 

curriculum that will produce students who can think critically, communicate effectively, act ethically and 

be employable in a world economy.  

  

 


