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Maxine Atkinson is Professor and Head of the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at 
North Carolina State University, the largest university in North Carolina.  Located in the Raleigh 
metropolitan area, NC State has 30,000 students, both graduate and undergraduate.  The 
sociology department is combined with anthropology (and formerly with social work), and 
sponsors an undergraduate criminology major, anthropology majors, and a sociology major.  The 
department has approximately 450 sociology majors and 100 anthropology majors. The sociology 
PhD program is over 75 years old, enrolls 70 students and accepts10 to 15 students in a typical 
year.  The master’s program in Anthropology has 20 students and includes strengths in bio 
archaeology. 
 
Maxine received her Master’s Degree at Georgia State University, her PhD at Washington State 
University and completed a Postdoctoral Fellowship in Aging and Human Development at Duke 
University.  Maxine has held several administrative positions prior to becoming department head 
including directing NC State’s First Year Inquiry Seminar program.  The First Year Inquiry 
program, for first year students only, is a multi-disciplinary university program whose goal it is to 
improve retention and critical thinking skills.  The tasks required in directing this program 
include program assessment and evaluating participating faculty.  Maxine has spent her career in 
a Doctoral Extensive university and teaches the department’s “Teaching Sociology” class for 
sociology PhD’s.  She has served on over 50 PhD and master’s committees and has numerous 
publications with graduate students. This experience combined with serving as department head 
provides her with a balanced skill set suitable to working with programs who are exclusively 
under graduate or who include graduate programs. 
 
Maxine has served as president of the Southern Sociological Society where her presidential 
address was titled, “The Scholarship of Teaching: Conceptualizations and Implications for 
Sociologists,” She has many scholarly publications on teaching as well as published teaching 
materials.  She regularly offers teaching workshops including venues such as the American 
Sociological Association’s annual meeting.  At NC State, Maxine serves on university standing 
committees that oversee policy and procedures relevant to evaluating and rewarding teaching.  
Maxine is the recipient of 11 major teaching awards including the 2011 American Sociological 
Association’s Distinguished Contribution to Teaching award. Maxine was also the first woman at 
NC State to be chosen as the recipient of the University of North Carolina’s Board of Governor’s 
Award for Teaching and Learning Excellence.  She also received ASA’s Hans O. Mauksch award 
for Distinguished Contributions to Undergraduate Sociology and Carla B. Howery Award for 
Developing Teacher-Scholars.  Maxine served multiple terms on the Editorial Board of Teaching 
Sociology and chaired ASA’s “Distinguished Contributions to Teaching Award selection 
committee.” 
 
In conducting consultation visits, Maxine requests that the institution clarify the goals of the visit, 
who is requesting the visit and for what purpose; send a packet of information about the 
department and institution; and discuss any special concerns before the visit.  During the visit she 
meets with faculty and other concerned individuals including students, deans, and department 
chairs.  Visits are followed by a debriefing and a written report. 
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