
DRG Statement of Background and of Approach to Consulting:  Keith A. Roberts 
 
As is true for all DRG consultants, my focus is the advancement of the sociology as a discipline by 
helping departments and programs improve.  This may mean assistance by analyzing the structure of the 
curriculum, identifying strategies for getting at “deep learning” in sociology, facilitating collaboration in 
the department, helping with planning for the future, defining and fostering the role of the discipline in 
general education, or building positive sum relationships with other disciplines and programs. The focus 
of the consultation is constructive analysis that is informed by annual DRG training at ASA meetings 
regarding curriculum, assessment, course design, conflict resolution, and the scholarship of teaching and 
learning. 
 
I have been through training as a DRG consultant annually since 1991. I have run the assessment program 
at my own institution and I was also one of the lead authors of our college’s self study for accreditation.  
My professional involvement with various professional organizations has included leadership in teaching 
workshops on a variety of topics:  course design (including syllabus construction), assessment, general 
education, deep learning, active learning strategies in the classroom, the sociology of the college 
classroom, and program development.  In addition, I have run a workshop for high school teachers of 
sociology almost every year for twenty years. 
 
My primary teaching areas are the introductory course, sociology of families, sociology of religion, self 
and social interaction, and race and ethnic relations, but I have taught a variety of other courses, including 
some anthropology classes. (Two of my courses are cross listed as either sociology or anthropology: a 
travel course to the southwest on Native Americans and a course on Tourism). One “first-year seminar” 
that I teach is on the sociology of a college campus.  
 
 I am in a small department—four sociologists and two anthropologists.  I have been department chair for 
10 of the past 16 years, and have even served as Chair of a Department of Physical Education (where my 
charge was to convert the program to a rigorous major in Exercise Science).  Prior to coming to my 
present position—a small liberal arts college in Indiana—I was a professor at a regional campus 
(Firelands College) of a large university with a Ph.D. in Sociology.  That experience was somewhat akin 
to teaching at a community college, but with the research expectations of a university. So I have 
experience with a variety of institutional settings.  As it happens, I am one of only three people from a 
liberal arts college to receive the ASA Distinguished Contributions to Teaching Award—one of the others 
also being a DRG consultant. 
 
Program reviews are almost always intriguing experiences for me as I work with new colleagues to build 
a better sociology program. I have been teaching full-time for 35 years, and my passion for the discipline 
and for teaching has not dimmed. I continue to find it rewarding to find ways to improve sociology 
specifically—and college teaching more generally.  
 
 


