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American Sociological Association 
Minority Fellowship Program  

General Application Guidelines  
 

Introduction  
 
The Minority Fellowship Program (MFP) is primarily intended for minority graduate students who have a 
strong interest in and commitment to a research career in sociology. The MFP fellowships are funded by 
generous contributions from ASA members and various sister organizations.  
 
General Guidelines  
 
The following guidelines are extremely important. Please read them carefully.  
 
1.  Advanced graduate students are encouraged to apply. Applicants can be more junior graduate students 

(i.e., in the first two years of graduate school) or more advanced students. Applicants must have 
completed one full academic year in a program that will grant the PhD at time of applying.  

 
2.  MFP Fellows are selected on the basis of their commitment to research and a research career, as well as 

academic achievement, scholarship, writing ability, research potential, financial need, and racial/ethnic 
minority background.  

 
3. Your recommenders should write about your academic work, scholarship, writing ability, research 

interests, research potential, and commitment to your area of expertise. Letter writers will submit their 
letter on the online application portal no later than the deadline of January 31st.   

 
4. One of the three letters of recommendation should come from your primary mentor. 
  
5. Your application package must include official transcripts from all the undergraduate and graduate 

institutions that you have been enrolled in. Transcripts included in your application package must be 
official transcripts. Transcripts should be uploaded as a PDF to the application form.  

 
6.  However, some universities will not provide official transcripts to students. If this is the case, transcripts 

must then be sent directly to our office. Transcripts marked “student copy” are not acceptable. 
  
6.  All applications must be completed online and will include: 

A.  Fellowship application 
B.  Essays 
C.  Three (3) letters of recommendation – one of which should be from your mentor  
D.  Transcripts 
E. Applicant’s curriculum vita 
F.  Other supporting documents (optional) (e.g abstracts of published papers) 

 
7. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that all required materials (including letters of 

recommendation and transcripts) are submitted to our office by the deadline. Incomplete applications 
will not be considered. 
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8.  The application deadline for MFP is January 31st 11:59 pm EST. This deadline includes transcripts and 
letters of recommendation. The application portal will close at 11:59 pm EST. Applications that are 
received  after the January 31st deadline will not be considered.  

 
9.  Awards will be announced by April 30. 
 
 
Transcripts being submitted through the mail are to be sent to: 
American Sociological Association 
Minority Fellowship Program 
1430 K Street NW, Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20005-4701 
 
Questions should be directed to: 
Beth Floyd 
(202) 383-9005, ext. 322 
E-mail: minority.affairs@asanet.org 
ASA Home Page:  http://www.asanet.org
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